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PREFACE. 


THE  favourable  manner  in 
which  the  public  has  received  the 
Thefaurus  Medicaminum , has  encou- 
laged  the  Author  of  that  work  to 
undertake  the  prefent  publication; 
which  is  intended  to  exhibit  a con- 
c'ife  account  of  fuch  fubftances  from 
the  Animal, V egetable,  and  Mineral 
Kingdom,  as  are  uled  either  for 
food  or  medicine.  Several  works 
of  this  kind  have  already  been 
publifhed  in  this  country.  The 
moft  diftmguifhed  among  them  are 
trofe  which  have  come  from  the 

hmds  of  Lewi*>  Donald  Monro , 

^ 2 and 
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and  Cullen.  Thefe  works  are  de- 
fer vedly-  held  in  high  eftimation, 
not  only  in  this,  but  in  other 
countries.  Each  of  them  has  its 
peculiar  ufefulnefs;  and  each  of 
them  merits  a place  in  a phyftcian’s 
library : But  with  all  their  excel- 

lences, they  have  not  rendered  un- 
necelfary,  a treatife  on  the  Materia 
Medica,  upon  fuch  a plan  as  that 
which  is  now  brought  forward. 

By  far  the  greateft  portion  of 
Lewis’ s Experimental  Hiftory  of 
the  Materia  Medica,  and  of  Monro’s 
Treatife  on  Medical  Chymiftry, 
confilts  of  details  of  pharmaceutical 
operations  and  chemical  analyfes, 
and  hiftories  of  the  fenfible  and 
chemical  properties  of  the  different 
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fubftances  ufed  in  medicine.  Thefe 
inquiries,  it  Hiuft  be  allowed,  are 
of  great  value,  and  no  perfon  who 
is  unacquainted  with  them,  can  be 
faid  to  be  duly  qualified  to  under- 
take the  cure  of  difeafes.  They 
belong  properly  to  fuch  elemen- 
tary treatifes  ; but  thefe  from  their 
very  nature,  cannot  be  equally  ex- 
plicit upon  practical  :points.  Be- 
fides,  the  arrangement  adopted  in 
thefe  treatifes,  is  calculated  rather 
for  the  ufe  of  the  fludent,  than  of 
the  practitioner. 

Cullen's  great  work— that  work 
which  exhibits,  in  almoft  every 
page,  the  ftrongeft  proofs  of  the  ex- 
perienced practitioner  as  well  as  of 
the  man  of  fcience-^comes  neareft 

A 3 
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to  the  plan  we  propofe.  Our  ar- 
rangement is  for  the  moft  part  his; 
and  his  method  of  treating  each 
fubjeft,  with  a reference  to  its  em- 
ployment in  the  cure  of  difeafes, 
we  have  followed.  If  his  book 
had  not  been  fwelled  out  to  fo 
great  a bulk,  by  the  frequent 
Introduftion  of  phy biological  and 
pathological  difquifitions;  and  if, 
moreover,  it  had  been  publifhed 
fubfequently  to  the  new-modelling 
of  the  London  and  Edinburgh 
pharmacopeias,  there  would  have 
been  little  occafion  for  the  prefent 
Synopfis.  But  thefe  changes  have 
made  his  Materia  Medica,  as  well 
as  Lewis’s,  lefs  ufeful.  It  is  true, 
that  Dr.  Monro’s  treatife  comprizes 
the  whole  of  the  new  pharmaco- 
peia 
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peia  of  the  London  college;  but 
the  Edinburgh  college  did  not 
publifh  their  new  difpenfatory  till 
two  or  three  years  after  his  book 
was  printed;  confequently  it  con- 
tains none  of  their  alterations  and 
improvements.  It  appears,  there- 
fore, that  there  was  fufficient  room 
for  a new  treatife  on  the  Materia 
Medica,  on  a compendious  fcale, 
drawn  up  conformably  with  the 
changes  that  have  taken  place  in 
the  Britifh  pharmacopeias,  and 
giving  an  account  of  the  lateft 
additions  and  improvements  that 
have  been  made  in  this  branch  of 
medical  fcience.  On  fuch  a plan 
is  the  prefent  Synopfis;  in  the  com- 
pofition  of  which,  although  occa- 
fional  ufe  has  been  made  of  the 
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laiger  works  already  mentioned, 
as  well  as  of  many  others  on  the 
fame  fubjeft  ; yet  let  it  not  be  fup- 
pofed,  that  it  is  nothing  but  an 
abridgement  of  any,  or  all  of 
them.  The  Author  hopes  that 
the  great  number  of  obfervations 
drawn  from  his  own  experience, 
together  with '■the  general  execu- 
tion of  the  plan,  will  raife  his 
performance  above  the  rank  affigned 
to  mere  compilations. 

t \m  * * * 

In  treating  of  each  article,  the 
following  method  has  been  purfued. 
Suppofmg  it  to  be  a vegetable,  the 
Generic  and  Trivial  names  of  Lin - - 
nceus  are  firft; given;  then  the  Clafs 
and  Order  to  which  it  belongs  in 
the  Sexual  Syftem;  then  the  Na- 
tural 
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tural  Order,  as  improved  by  Mur- 
ray in  his  Apparatus  Medicami- 
num;  then  the - .country  of  which 
it  is  a native* ; then  the  Officinal 
Name,  and  the  Part  or  Parts  ufed  in 
Medicine;  then  the  Engliffi  Name ; 
then  its  Aftion  upon  the  Human 
Body;  the  Difeafes  in  which  it  is 
ferviceable  ; the  Dofes  and  Forms 
in  which  it  is  prefcribed;  the 
Auxiliaries  with  which  it  is  joined; 
the  Preparations  and  Compofitions 
directed  to  be  made  from  it  in  the 
London  and  Edinburgh  pharma- 
copeias, with  the  relative  propor-, 
lions  of  the  other  ingredients  irj 

4 

* This  is  all  that  is  given  relative  to  the  Natural 
Hiflory  of  each  article.  After  the  completion  of  Dr. 
Woodville’s  ufeful  work,  entitled  Medical  Botany, 
more  in  this  way  would  have  been  fuperfluous. 

thofe 
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thofe  competitions* ; the  Dofes  of 
iuch  Preparations  and  Competi- 
tions; and,  laftly,  References  to 
Authors  of  celebrity,  who  have 
written  upon  the  fubjecl  under 
con  {{deration. 

From  this  {ketch  it  will  readily 
be  feen,  that  this  compendium  is 
of  a practical  tendency;  and  hence 
it  has  been  entitled,  “ A Practi- 
cal Synopfis  of  the  Materia 
Medica,’"  in  contradifltinftion  to 
other  works  on  the  fame  fubjeft, 
which  contain  deferiptions  relative 
to  Natural  Hiftory,  details  relative 


* This  account  is  only  intended  to  convey  a general 
knowledge  of  the  officinal  compofitions,  to  fuch  as  are 
not  engaged  in  pra£tical  pharmacy.  Thofe  whole 
bufmefs  it  is  to  prepare  fuch  compofitions,  muft  refer 
to  the  pharmacopoeias  themfelves. 


to 
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to  Chemiftry,  and  theories  relative 
to  Phyfiology. 

It  is  but  juftice  to  acknowledge, 
that  Profeffor  Arneman,  of  Gottin- 
gen, has  furnifhed  the  Author  with 
many  hints  in  a work,  written  in 
the  German  tongue,  upon  the  fame 
plan,  and  with  a fimilar  title*. 
From  this  work  he  has  made  feveral 
extracts ; yet  the  prefent  treatife 
differs  in  many  refpe£ts  from  that 
of  the  Gottingen  Profeffor.  In  this 
performance,  the  Materia  Alimen- 
tariais  more  extenfive  ; the  fubje6ts 
of  the  Materia  Medica  are,  in  fe- 
veral inftances,  treated  of  more  at 
length,  and  with  a more  particular 
relation  to  the  Britifh  pharmaco- 
poeias ; and,  laftly,  the  references 
to  authorities  are  more  numerous. 

* Praktifche  Arzneimittellehre  2Theile,  8vo.  170c, 
fecond  edition. 
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Amid  the  great  multitude  of  fub- 
ftances  which  the  Materia  Medica 
prefents,  and  more  efpecially  in  the 
crouded  catalogue  of  fuch  as  be- 
long to  the  vegetable  kingdom,  the 
comparative  worth  of  each  mud;  vary 
confiderably.  Although  it  may  not 
be  proper  in  a general  treatife  on  the 
Materia  Medica,  to  omit  altogether 
the  names  qf  thofe  which  have  little 
efficacy"';  yet  to  difcriminate  them 
from  others  which  poffefs  greater 
powers,  muff  be  highly  ufeful  to 
young  pra&itioners,,  Under  this 
perfuafion,  the  Author  has  marked 
with  f fuch  fubflances  as  either 

* It  is.  rather  extraordinary,  that  in  fuch  a large  work 
as  Cullens,  no notice  whatever  ihould  be  taken  of  the  fol- 
lowing (befides  other)  articles,  viz.  Arfenicum,  Hepar 
fulphuris,  Rhododendron,  Colchicum,  Lichen  iflan- 
dicus,  GeofFraea,  Gratiola^&c.  If  he  had  no  experience  - 
or  opinion  of  any  of  them,  he  Ihould  at  leaf!  have 
mentioned  what  others  had  alferted  of  them,  and  after 
expreffing  his  doubts,  have  left  the  reader  to  decide 

for  himfelf. 
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in  the  trials  of  others,  or  in  his 
own  praftice,  have  fallen  fhort 
of  their  reputed  virtues.  In  this 
attempt  to  eftimate  the  compa- 
rative value  of  different  medicines, 
he  has  profftted  much  from  the 
oblervations  of  Cullen • In  a few 
inftances,  however,  he  has  differed 
from  that  venerable  authority,  giv- 
ing a more  favourable  report  oi 
fome  fub fiances,  and  a lefs  favour- 
able one  of  others  than  the  learned 
Profeffor  has  done. 

Concerning  the  Materia  Ali- 
mentaria,  it  is  proper  to  notice,  that 
much  of  that  is  taken  from  Plenck’s 
Bromatologia.  Although  the  cata- 
logue which  is  here  given  of  alimen- 
tary fubftances,  is  by  no  means  fcan- 
ty  ; yet  it  is  by  no  means  fo  full  as 
his.  It  is  pleafing  to  reflect,  that 

among 


XIV 


PREFACE. 

among  the  numerous  race  of  Quad- 
rupeds and  Birds,  there  is  fcarcely 
one  that  is  unfit  to  ferve  as  food  for 
man.  In  like  manner,  the  exceptions 
in  this  refpeft,  among  the  Finny 
Tribe  are,  when  compared  with  the 
aggregate  number  of  this  part  of  the 
creation,  exceedingly  few.  It  is 
chiefly  in  the  order  Branchiofted, 
that  inftances  of  Fillies  which  cannot 
be  eaten  with  fafety,  are  met  with. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  proportion 
of  noxious  individuals  in  what  in 
our  language  are  called  Shell-fifh, 
is  confiderably  greater. 

In  the  Vegetable  Kingdom,  Pro- 
vidence has  been  ftill  more  boun- 
tiful. The  feeds  of  all  plants  which 
belong  to  the  natural  orders,  Gra- 
mina  and  Leguminofse,  and  the 
fruits  of  fuch  as  belong  to  the 

Amen- 
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Amentaceae,  Pomacese,  and  Palmae, 
may  not  only  be  eaten  with  fafety, 
but  conftitute  the  -chief  fubfiftence 
of  the  human  race  in  different  quar- 
ters of  the  crlobe.  The  moft  re- 

o 

markable  among-  the  efculent  ve^e- 

O O 

tables,  have  been  noticed  in  this 
treatife.  An  enumeration  of  them 
all  would  have  made  a volume  of 
itfelf*. 

Both  in  this  part,  as  well  as  in 
the  animal  kingdom,  Gmelins  edi- 
tion of  Linnceus’ s Syftema  Naturae 
has  been  followed. 

* At  the  time  when  he  drew  up  the  account  of  ali- 
mentary vegetables,  the  Author  thought  that  as  moft 
of  them  are  very  generally  known,  in  confequence  of 
being  cultivated  in  fields,  orchards,  and  gardens, 
there  was  no  occafion  to  mention,  as  he  has  done  in 
tieating  of  the  medical  plants,  the  claffes,  orders,  and 
native  places.  But  he  now  thinks  differently,  and 
wiflies  fuch  notices  had  not  been  omitted. 


If 
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If  an  apology  is  required  for 
withholding  his  name,  the  Author 
refers  to  what  he  has  laid  on  that 
fubjeft  in  the  Preface  to  the  The 
faurus  Medicaminum.  It  is  not 
his  intention  that  it  fhould  always 
be  withheld.  On  a future  occa- 
fion  it  will  perhaps  be  made  known. 
In  the  mean  time,  he  begs  leave  to 
addrefs  to  the  reader,  who  may  be 
folicitous  about  this  point,  the  fol- 
lowing fentence  (with  the  fubfti tu- 
tion  of  the  word  writer  for  fpeaker) 
from  Seneca  : Non  te  moveat  Jcriben- 
tis  autoritas,  nec  quis  Jed  quid  Jcribat , 
intendito. 

May  15,  1797. 
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A TABLE, 

Shewing  the  Method  in  which  the  CONTENTS  of  the 
FIRST  VOLUME  are  arranged. 


PartI.  materia  alimentaria. 

i.  From  the  Animal  Kingdom. 


A. 


E. 


F. 


B. 


Mammalia.  Quadrupeds. 

Fera.  Leonine  

Glires.  Leporine 
Pecora.  Bovine 
Bellaa.  Equine  — 

Aves.  Birds. 

Pica.  Corvine  

Anferes.  Anferine 
Gratia.  Scolopaceous 
Gallina.  Gallinaceous 
PaJJeres.  Pafierine  — 


C. 

D. 


Page  3 
P-5 
P-  5 
p.  17 

p.  32 
p.  32 

P-  25 

p.  2 7 

P-  3® 


P-  35 


Amphibia.  Amphibious  Animals. 

Pifces.  Fifhes. 

Apodes.  Deftitute  of  ventral  fins  

Jugulares.  With  ventral  fins  placed  before  the  pedtoral 
fins  . 

Thoracic',.  With  ventral  fins  under  the  pedtoral  fins  „ V, 
AbionmaU,.  With  ventral  fins  behind  the peftoral  fi„s 


Cbondropterygii.  With  cartilaginous  fins 
Infedta.  Infedts. 

Hymenoptera.  With  tranfparent  veined  wings 

Aptera  Without  wings  

Vermes.  Worms. 

Mollufca.  Without  fhells  __ 

Tejlacea . With  fhells  


P-  43 

P-  45 
P-  45 

P-47 
P-  47 
From 
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2.  From  the  Vegetable  Kingdom. 

A.  Herb*.  Herbs  — ' P-  *9 

B.  Radices.  Root3  * ’ P’  53 

C.  FritSus.  Fruits  — ■ P- 

D.  Semina.  Seeds  ‘ P-  70 

E.  Alga.  SeaWeeds  * p‘ 86 

F.  Fungi.  Fungufles  p‘  S7 

j.  Condiment  a.  Condiments. 

A.  Salina.  Saline  * P'  558 

B.  Aromatica.  Aromatic 

C.  Oleaginofa.  Oily  “ ' P‘  9j 

4.  Potulenta.  Frinks. 

A.  Flementdria.  Elementary  _ p* 96 

B.  Infufa  et  Decofta  Vegetabilium.  Infufions  and  Decodtions 

of  Vegetable  Subftances  — — P*  97 

C.  Liquores  fermentati  et  Spiritus  Ardens.  Fermented  Li- 

quors and  Ardent  Spirit  ~ p.  10^ 

D.  Humores  Animalium  fecreti,  qui  potulentorum  ad'tnjlar 

ajjumuntur.  Animal  Secretions  ufed  as  Drinks  p.  106 
E Infufa  et  jDecoBa  Carnis  ^uadrupedum,  A<vium  aliorum 
que  Animalium.  Infufions  and  Decoftions  of  Ani- 
mal Subftances  P- I07 


Part  II.  MATERIA  MEDICA.  _ 

CLASS  I.  F-vacuantia.  Evacuants. 

A.  Errhina.  Errhines  

B.  Sialagoga.  Sialagogues  — p‘  114 

C.  ExpeEtorantia.  Expedtorants  •—  P*  r39 

X).  Emetica.  Emetics  p‘  7" 

E.  Cathartica.  Cathartics  — P * 

F.  Diuretica.  Diuretics 

G.  Diaphoretica.  Diaphoretics  P* 

■ n.  nows*-  Emmeiingogues  “ P-«» 
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ALIMENTARY  SUBSTANCES. 


i.  From  the  Animal  Kingdom . 


T I ’’HE  alimentary  principles  in  animal  and  ve- 
^ getable  fubftances,  are  radically  the  fame. 
They  are  refolvable  into  mucilage  or  jelly,  oil  or 
fat,  and  gluten*.  Thefe  principles,  however,  are 

* A late  diftinguifhed  writer  on  the  Materia  Medica,  has  en- 
deavoured to  fhew  that  the  nutrimental  parts  of  vegetables  (and 
confequently  of  animals,  the  folids  and  fluids  of  which  he  allows 
to  be  originally  formed  from  vegetables,  becaufe  all  animals  either 
feed  direftly  and  entirely  on  vegetables,  or  upon  other  animals 
that  do  foj  are  an  acid,  fugar  and  oil.  Yet  how  much  acid,  fugar 
and  oil,  is  there  in  the  highly  nutritive  farina  of  wheat  ? No  acid 
is  obtained  from  it  but  by  means  of  fermentation,  or  fome  other 
procefs  which  deftroys  its  alimentary  property  ; and  as  for  fugar 
and  oil,  the  quantity  in  which  they  can  be  extracted  from  flour  is 
fo  fmall,  as  to  bear  no  proportion  to  its  other  component  parts 


When  Dr.  Cullen  argued  that  the  vegetable  mucilage  is  nutritious 
by  virtue  of  its  faccharine  matter,  becaufe  by  chemical  treatment, 

111  par.  nr  fho  r. « 


have  maintained,  that  alkaline  fait  ii 


is  one  of  the  nutrimental  prin- 
ciples, 
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more  abundant  and  better  elaborated  in  quadrupeds 
and  other  orders  of  the  animal  kingdom,  than  in 
plants  ; hence,  in  equal  quantities,  animal  is  more 
nouri filing  than  vegetable  food. 

Animal  fubftances  differ  materially  from  ve- 
getable fubftances  in  their  property  of  alkalefcency, 
or  in  their  difpofition  to  run  into  the  putrefactive 
fermentation  ; whereas  the  greater  >part  of  vege- 
tables tend  to  acefcency,  or  run  into  the  vinous  and 
acetous  fermentation.  To  notice  other  chemical 
diftindlions  between  the  two  kingdoms,  would  be 
foreign  to  our  plan. 

In  general,  animal  food  paffes  off  lefs  readily  by 
perfpiration,  urine,  and  ftool,  than  vegetable  ali- 
ment. The  former  is  more  heating  or  ftimulant 
than  the  latter.  Among  other  general  effects  of  an 
animal  diet,  it  fhould  be  mentioned  that  it  favours 
the  production  of  plethora  and  obefity. 

ciples,  becaufe  an  alkali,  either  fixed  or  volatile,  is  obtainable 
from  all  vegetable  and  animal  fubftances.  We  know  that  all  fub- 
ftances from  the  vegetable  and  animal  kingdom,  that  are  nfed  for 
food  contain,  in  greater  or  lefs  proportions,  oil,  mucilage,  and 
gluten;  but  as  mucilage  and  gluten  yield  other  matters  befides  acid 
and  fugar,  the  nutritive  properties  of  animal  and  vegetable  fub- 
ftances cannot,  we  think,  be  wholly  referred  to  acid,  fugar,  and  oil; 


I 


In 
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Clafs  I.  ALIMENTARY  SUBSTANCES. 

In  the  enumeration  of  .the  principal  alimentary 
articles  of  the  animal  kingdom,  we  fhall  follow  the 
Linnasan  method. 

A.  MAMMALIA. 

I.  PRIMATES.  O. 

II.  BRUTA.  O. 

Of  the  quadrupeds  which  belong  to  thefe  two 
firft  orders,  none  are  eaten  by  the  inhabitants  of 
civilized  countries. 


Among  the  edible  animals  which  belong  to  the 
HI.  F E R je, 
may  be  mentioned  the 


Ursus  aritos.  The  black  Bear ; the  flefh  of 
which  is  ufed  for  food  by  the  common  people  in 
Norway,  Ruffia,  and  Poland.  It  has  a ftrong,  dif- 
agieeable  fmell,  and  is  difficultly  digefted.  It  is 
generally  faked  and  dried  before  it  is  drefied. 


Did  el  ph  is  opoffum.  The  Opoffum.  The  flefh 

Of  this  animal  is  eaten  in  many  parts  of  America, 
and  in  fome  parts  of  Alia. 


,1  °'°ELPHIS^Bto-  The Kanguroo.  Though 
ie  flelh  of  this  animal  is  very  coarfe,  yet  it  i 
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eaten  in  New  Holland,  where  better  animal  food 
is  fcarce. 

Several  other  fpecies  of  the  opoffum  tribe  are 
ufed  for  food  in  South  America,  where  their  flefh 
is  reckoned  equally  good  with  that  of  the  rabbit  or 
hare. 

Cavia  Paca.  The  fpotted  Cavy. 

Aguti.  The  long-nofed  Cavy. 

Aperea . The  rock  Cavy. 

Cob  ay  a.  The  Guinea  Pig,  or  reftlefs  Cavy. 

The  flefh  of  thefe  and  other  fpecies  of  cavia,  is 
much  efteemed  in  Guaiana,  Brazil,  and  other  parts 
of  South  America.  The  flefh  of  fome  of  them  is 
white,  and  refembles  that  of  the  rabbit. 

Arctomys  Marmot  a.  The  Alpine  Marmot. 
Notwithstanding  its  ftrong,  difagreeable  fmell,  the 
flefh  of  this  animal  is  eaten  by  the  poorer  inhabi- 
tants of  Tyrol,  Savoy,  and  other  parts  of  the  Alps. 
Other  edible  fpecies  of  this  genus  are,  the 

Arctomys  Monax . The  Maryland  Marmot. 

Bobac.  The  Bobak. 

Citellus.  The  Cafan,  or  earlefs  Marmot. 

Sciurus  vulgaris.  The  common  Squirrel.  The  i 

flefh  of  this  animal,  which  fubfifts  chiefly  upon  < 

nuts. 
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nuts,  acorns,  and  the  feeds  contained  in  the  cones 
of  fir-trees,  is  white,  fweetifh,  and  readily  enough 
digefted.  In  its  flavour  it  refembles  the  flefh  of  a 
barn-door  fowl,  and  is  much  eaten  in  Norway  and 
Sweden.  Several  of  the  foreign  fpecies  of  fciurus, 
are  in  like  manner  edible. 


IV.  GLIRE  S._ 

Lepus  timidus.  The  Hare.  The  flefh  of  the 
leveret  is  more  nutritive,  and  more  eafily  digefted 
than  that  of  a full  grown  hare,  which  is  dry  and 
heavy.  It  is  aflerted  by  a celebrated  writer  on  the 
materia  medica,  that  a hunted  hare  is  more  dif- 
ficultly digefted  than  one  that  is  fuddenly  killed  j 
but  daily  experience  contradi&s  this. 

Lepus  cuniculus . The  Rabbit.  The  flefh  of 
the  rabbit  is  fofter  and  more  digeftible  than  that  of 
the  hare  j but  it  is  not  fo  nutritive.  Wild  rabbits 
are  not  only  a more  palatable,  but  a more  whole, 
fome  food  than  tame  ones. 


V.  PE  CORA. 

Cervus  Aloes.  The  Elk.  In  Norway,  Lap. 
land,  and  Sweden,  the  flelh  of  the  young  elk  is 
much  eileemed,  and  is  found  to  be  fufficiently 
lgettible.  The  fielh  of  the  full-grown  animal  af- 

® 3 fords 
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fords  a food  which  lies  long  upon  the  ftomach,  but 
is  very  nourifhing.  It  is  often  faked  and  dried. 

Cervus  Elaphus.  The  Stag.  The  flefh  of  the 
cervus  elaphus  varies  according  to  the  age  and  fex 
of  the  individual.  In  the  fawn  ftate,  the  flefh  is 
tender  and  nourifhing ; but  by  no  means  fo  fa- 
voury  as  that  of  the  full-grown  animal,  known  by 
the  name  of  Venijon  (Ferina).  It  is  a very  nutritive, 
digeftible,  and  wholefome  food.  It  fhould  be 
more  than  four  years  old.  The  feafon  for  killing 
it  is  the  month  of  Auguft ; it  is  then  the  fatteft 
and  beft  flavoured.  In  September  and  Odlober 
the  rutting  feafon  takes  place ; during  which  the  flags 
become  lean,  and  their  flefh  acquires  a rank  fmell 
and  difagreeable  tafte.  The  females  of  this  fpecies 
are  called  Hinds.  Their  flefh  is  reckoned  inferior 
to  that  of  the  males.  A nutritive,  demulcent  jelly 
(gelatina  cornu  cervi)  is  prepared  by  boiling  the 
horns  of  this  animal,  rafped  or  fhaven,  in  a proper 
quantity  of  water.  A medicinal  decodlion  is  pre- 
pared from  the  burnt  horns,  as  will  hereafter  be 
noticed. 

Cervus  E'arandus.  The  Rem  Deer.  This  ani- 
mal, fo  valuable  to  the  inhabitants  of  Norway  and 
Lapland,  affords  a tender,  favoury,  and  wholefome 
food,  not  unlike  toftag-venifon.  Rein-deer  are  gene- 
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rally  killed  when  they  are  about  eight  or  nine  years 
old,  after  they  have  been  employed  in  drawing  the 
fledge,  or  in  other  labour,  for  four  or  five  years. 
Their  tongues  are  efteemed  a great  delicacy ; 
they  are  dried  and  fent  into  other  countries  in  con- 
fiderable  numbers.  The  females  are  milked  like 
cows.  Their  milk  is  fweet  and  nouriftiing,  and 
cheefe  is  fometimes  prepared  from  it. 

f ! . - 

Cervus  Dama.  The  Fallow  Deer.  Theflefh 
of  this  fpecies,  fo  common  in  parks  all  over  Eng- 
land, is  fimilar  to  that  of  the  Stag.  As,  however, 
it  is  generally  better  fattened  and  lefs  exercifed, 
Buck  venifon  is  efteemed  the  fineft.  Both  this  and 
Doe  venifon , are  a light  and  wholefome  food. 

Cervus  Capreolus.  The  Roebuck.  The  flefli 
of  this  fpecies  is  tender  and  readily  digefted  j but, 
upon  the  whole,  not  equal  to  that  of  the  fallow- 
deer. 

Antilope  Rupicapra.  The  Chamois.  Its  flefli 
is  tough  and  coarfe  j but  is  neverthelefs  gladly  eaten 
by  the  poorer  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Alps. 

The  flefli  of  fome  of  the  other  fpecies  of  Antilope 
is  lighter  and  finer  flavoured. 

f m 
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Qavka  Hircus,  The  common  domeftic  Goat. 
The  flefh  of  this  fpecies,  efpecially  of  the  male 
(caro  hircina)  is  exceedingly  ftrong,  hard,  and 
difficultly  digefted.  The  flefh  of  the  female  (caro 
caprina)  is  not  fo  tough  and  difgufting  ; but  is  ne- 
verthelefs  a very  coarle  and  heavy  meat.  Yet  in 
the  mountainous  parts  of  Scotland,  Ireland,  and 
Wales,  the  flefh  of  the  full-grown  animal,  halted 
and  dried,  is  a common  winter  food  j and  the  flefh 
of  the  Kid  (caro  haedina)  is  reckoned  a great  deli- 
cacy. Goat's  milk  (lac  caprinum)  refembles  cow’s 
milk  in  the  abundance  of  oily  and  coagulable  mat- 
ter which  it  contains  ( Parmentier  et  Deyeux  Annates 
de  Chemie  t.  6.  1 92,  1 93).  It  is  prefcribed  by  many 
practitioners  with  great  advantage  in  confumptive 
cafes.  T he  goat  browfes  upon  a great  variety  of 
mountainous  plants,  many  of  which  poffefs  medi- 
cinal virtues,  with  which  the  milk  becomes  in 
home  degree  impregnated.  As  it  contains  but  a 
fmall  proportion  of  whey,  it  fhould  be  diluted  with 
water  when  it  is  ufed  medicinally.  Where  affes 
milk  has  proved  purgative,  goat's  milk  has  been 
ufed  in  its  head  with  good  effeCt.  Butter  and 
cheefe  made  from  the  milk  of  this  animal,  are  not 
much  inferior  to  thofe  prepared  from  cows  milk. 
The  cheefe,  however,  is  liable  to  become  rancid 
by  keeping. 
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Capra  Ibex.  The  Wild  Goat.  The  fleffi  of 
this  fpecies  is  hard  and  coarfe.  It  is,  however, 
eaten  by  the  peafents  of  the  Alps. 

Ovis  Aries.  The  common  Sheep.  Mutton 
(caro  ovilla)  is  well  known  to  be  a highly  nutri- 
tious and  wholefome  meat.  It  is  perhaps  more  uni- 
verfally  ufed  than  any  other  animal  food.  Tup- 
mutton  (caro  arietis)  has  fuch  a ftrong  fmell  and 
difagreeable  tafte,  and  is  befides  fo  exceedingly 
tough  and  difficultly  digefted,  that  it  is  never  eaten 
but  by  thofe  who  cannot  afford  to  purchafe  mutton 
of  a better  quality.  Ewe-muiion  (caro  ovis  femellae) 
if  it  be  more  than  between  two  or  three  years  old, 
is  likewife  tough  and  coarfe.  Wedder -mutton  (caro 
vervecina)  or  the  fleffi.  of  the  caftrated  animal,  is 
mod  efteemed,  and  is  by  far  the  fweeteff  and  mod 
digeftible.  Lamb  (caro  agnina)  being  lefs  heating 
and  lefs  denfe,  is  better  fuited  to  weak  ftomachs  ; 
but  this  applies  only  to  the  fleffi  of  lambs  that  have 
not  been  robbed  of  their  blood  by  repeated  bleed- 
ings, or  reared  by  the  hand  with  milk  adulterated 
with  chalk,  in  order  to  make  the  meat  appear 
white.  Such  practices  to  render  the  food  pleafincr 
to  the  eye,  at  the  expence  of  its  alimentary  proper- 
ties, cannot  be  too  much  reprobated.  Sheep's 
milk  (lac  ovillum)  is  thick  and  heavy ; it  abounds  in 
ueam,  and  contains  but  a frnall  proportion  of 

whey 
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wney  (It  contains  lefs  whey  than  any  of  the  other 
kinds  of  milk  Parmentier')  and  is  fcarcely  ever  ufed 
either  in  the  way  of  diet  or  medicine.  Mutton- 
broth  (jus  vervecinum)  is  often  taken,  but  not  very 
properly,  by  delicate  and  weak  perfons.  It  is 
ftrong,  and  does  not  fit  very  well  upon  the  ftomach. 
Broth  made  of  Sheep's  trotters  (decodtum  pedum 
vervecinorum)  is  adminiftered  clyfter-wife  in  abra- 
fions  and  ulcerations  of  the  inteftinal  canal,  and  in 
other  cafes  in  which  nourifhment  cannot  be  given 
by  the  mouth. 

t 

Bos  Taurus.  The  common  Bull  and  Cow.  The 
flefh  of  the  bull  has  a ftrong,  difagreeable  fmell, 
and  is  tough,  dry,  and  difficultly  foluble  in  the 
ftomach.  Bull-beef  (caro  taurina)  is  rarely  eaten. 
But  the  flefh  of  the  ox,  or  caftrated  animal,  called 
Qx-beef  [0.20x0  bubula  vel  bovina)  is  a highly  nou- 
rishing and  wholefome  food,  readily  digefted  by 
healthy  perfons,  and  conftituting  a principal  part 
of  the  common  diet  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  and 
many  other  countries.  It  is  the  moft  ftrengthening 
of  all  kinds  of  animal  food.  Cow-beef  ( caro  vaccina) 
is  not  fo  tender,  nor  fo  nouriffiing,  nor  lb  digeftible 
as  ox-beef.  Veal  (caro  vitulina)  is  tender  and  nou- 
riffiing ; but  not  fo  eafily  digefted,  nor  fo  well  fuited 
to  weak  ftomachs,  as  is  commonly  imagined.  It 
is  a matter  of  juft  complaint,  that  the  fame  injurious 

methods 
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methods  are  pradtifed  in  the  management  and  rear- 
ing of  calves,  as  have  been  already  noticed  under 
the  article  Lamb.  By  fuch  treatment  the  quality 
of  the  flefh  is  much  depraved.  What  is  called  Beef- 
tea  (infufum  carnis  bubulas)  is  prepared  by  putting 
a pound  of  the  lean  part  of  beef,  cut  into  very  thin 
Dices,  into  a quart  of  water,  and  boiling  it  over  a 
quick  fire  about  five  minutes,  taking  ofi  the  fcum. 
The  liquor  is  afterwards  poured  off  clear  for  ufe. 
This  makes  a light  and  pleafant  article  of  diet  for 
weak  and  delicate  people.  On  fome  occafions 
fpices  may  be  advantageOufly  added  to  it.  Gravy 
Joup  (jus  carnis  bubulae  concentratum)  is  very  nou- 
rifhing ; but  is  heavy  and  heating,  and  therefore 
only  Suited' to  ftrong  Stomachs.  Veal  broth  (jus  vitu 
linum)  is  nourishing  without  being  heating.  It  is 
ufed  clyfter-wife,  as  well  as  taken  into  the  ftomach. 
Calves-feet  jelly  (gelatina  ex  pedibus  vitulinis)  i.  e. 
the  inlpiffated  decodtion  of  the  feet,  is  highly  nu- 
tritious and  demulcent. 

It  belongs  to  this  place  to  take  notice  of  that 
ufeful  animal  Secretion,  milk.  Cows-milk  (lacvac- 
cinum)  like  the  milk  of  moll*  other  animals,  isrefolv- 
able  into  three  parts,  very  different  in  their  proper- 
ties from  each  other,  viz,  the  oily  part,  which  yields 

* Of  molt  other  animals  ; for  woman’s  milk  contains  fcarcely 
any  coagulable  or  cheefy  matter. 
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cream  and  butter  j the  coagulable  part,  which  gives 
curds  and  cheefe ; and  the  watery  faccharine  part, 
which  conflitutes  whey.  The  two  firft  parts  are 
very  abundant  in  cows,  goats,  and  fheep’s  milk  ; 
but  are  prefent  in  much  fmaller  proportion  in  affes 
and  mare’s  milk  ; and  in  woman’s  milk  the  coagu- 
lable part  is  almoft  entirely  wanting.  Parmentier  et 
Deyeux  Ann  ales  de  Chemie , t.  6,  p.  195.  It  is  owing 
to  the  greater  or  lels  proportion  of  the  butyraceous 
and  cafeous  particles,  that  the  milk  of  different  ani- 
mals is  heavier  or  lighter  j in  other  words,  more  or 
lefs  digeftible. 

Milk  holds  a middle  place  between  animal  and 
vegetable  food.  It  is  lefs  elaborated  or  afilmilated 
than  the  other  animal  juices.  It  does  not,  like 
them,  run  into  the  putrefactive  fermentation,  but 

becomes  acefcent. 

♦ ' ‘ ' / 

Milk  is  the  proper  and  natural  food  of  the  young 
of  all  the  animals  of  the  mammalia  clafs ; and 
cows- milk  makes  a principal  part  of  the  daily  diet 
of  a great  proportion  of  the  human  race,  both  in 
the  infant  and  adult  ftate.  On  account  of  the  abun- 
danceofoily  and  cheefy  matter  which  it  contains, Cow’s 
milk  is  to  infants  by  no  means  fo  well  fuited  as  human 
milk  j but  as  the  mode  of  living  in  civilized  fociety 
often  depraves  the  quality  of  woman’s  milk,  or 

prevents 
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prevents  its  fecretion,  cows- milk  in  too  many  in- 
flates becomes  a neceffary  fubftitute.  On  luch 
occafions,  as  it  is  too  heavy  to  be  given  alone,  it 
Ihould  be  diluted  with  water ; and  as  it  is  difpofed 
to  become  more  acelcent  than  human  milk,  and 
from  that  caule  to  produce  gripings  and  other  dis- 
orders of  the  bowels,  in  young  children,  it  will 
often  be  ufeful  to  mix  with  it  decodtions  of  animal 
fubftances,  fuch  as  chicken  or  veal  broth,  or  de- 
codtion  of  hartfhorn-fhavings ; of  which  laft  two 
ounces  fhould  be  boiled  in  a quart  of  water,  over  a 
gentle  fire,  till  the  whole  is  reduced  to  a pint ; when, 
after  it  is  become  cold,  it  will  be  of  the  confidence 
of  a light  jelly.  This,  mixed  with  about  twice  its 
quantity  of  cow’s  milk,  with  the  addition  of  a little 
fugar,  forms  for  young  fubjedts  a proper  aliment, 
approaching  nearly  to  the  nature  of  human  milk. 

Milk  is  ufed  medicinally  (i)  in  confumptions , 
efpecially  in  their  early  ftage;  (2)  in  gouty  affec- 
tions, after  the  paroxyfm  is  gone  off;  (3)  in  fmall- 
pox,  diluted  with  water,  as  the  common  drink 
(4)  in  meajles , efpecially  the  malignant  kind,  diluted 
in  the  fame  manner  (5)  in  gonorrhea,  lues  venerea , 
and  during  a mercurial  Jalivation  (6)  in  cancerous 
affections  (7)  in  cafes  where  mineral  and  animal poi- 
fons  have  been  Swallowed  (8)  in  cafes  of  Jlrangury 
and  dyjury  from  the  abforption  of  cantharides,  &c. 

(9) 
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(9)  i n fluor  albus  (10)  in  many  fpafmodic  and  ner- 
vous diforders. 

When  milk  is  ufed  medicinally,  it  is  often  fer- 
viceable  to  dilute  it  with  Pyrmont,  Seltzer,  or 
fome  other  proper  mineral  water ; and  to  prevent 
acidity,  and  make  it  fit  better  on  the  ftomach,  lime 
water,  and  fome  of  the  diftilled  aromatic  waters,  are 
occafionally  mixed  with  it.  To  obviate  coftive- 
nefs,  which  milk  is  apt  to  induce,  it  is  often  proper 
to  mix  brown  fugar,  or  magnefia  with  it,  to  bcil  it 
with  oatmeal,  veal  broth,  &c. 

In  general,  milk  is  improper  in  inflammatory 
fevers,  unattended  with  puftulous  eruptions  j in 
bilious  fevers  ; in  fcrophulous  cafes  and  in 
rickets. 

The  following  are  the  principal  produces  and 
preparations  of  milk  in  dietetic  and  medicinal  ufe  : 
Cream  (Flos  velCremor  ladtis)  and  Butter  (Butyrum). 
Their  nutritive  quality  is  well  known  5 nor  can  it 
be  necefiary  to  notice  how  much  they  diforder  the 
flomach  and  bowels,  when  taken  too  freely. 

Curds  (coagulum  lactis)  taken  in  confiderable 
quantity,  are  highly  oppreflive  to  the  ftomach,  and 

not 
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not  unfrequently  prove  the  caufe  of  obftru&ions 
and  inflammations  of  the  bowels. 

Cheefe  (cafeus).  The  quality  of  this  varies  ac- 
cording to  the  kind  of  milk  from  which  it  is  prepared, 
according  to  the  quantity  of  oil  and  whey  which  the  co- 
agulable  matter  retains  (in  other  words,  according 
to  the  different  modes  of  feparating  and  preffing  the 
curds)  and  laftly,  according  to  its  age.  In  general, 
it  is  an  aliment  only  fuited  to  ftrong  ftomachs,  and 
to  fuch  perfons  as  ufe  great  and  conftant  exercife. 
In  the  higher  orders  of  fociety,  it  is  ufed  chiefly  as 
a condiment. 

j ! i ‘ .*  1 l f !*.  Vl  1 » • 1 v • • • • . » • . . . ' i 

Toajled  cheefe  is  not  (Cullen  Mat.  Med.  V.  r, 
p.  351)  eafily  digefted  by  weak  ftomachs  ; and  for 
thofe  who  can  be  hurt  by  indigeftion,  or  heated  by 
a heavy  fupper,  it  is  a very  improper  diet. 

The  countries  moft  celebrated  for  cheefe,  are 
England,  Holland,  Switzerland,  and  Italy.  The 
beft  Englifh  cheefes  are  the  Chefhire,  Gloucefter, 
and  Stilton  ; the  Italian  cheefe  in'  moft  efteem,  is 
the  Parmefan.  Befides  the  Gruyeres  cheefe,  which 
is  made  in  the  canton  of  Friburg,  the  green  Swifs 
cheefe  (called  Schabziger)  which  is  ' made  in  the 
canton  of  Glaris,  is  much  fought  after.  The  Jaft- 
mentioned  cheefe  owes  its  flavour  and  colour  to  the 

herb 
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herb  melilot  (Trifolium  melilotus  officinalis  Linn.) 
which,  after  being  dried,  pounded,  and  fifted,  is 
mixed  with  the  curds  from  which  the  whey  is  pre- 
vioufly  exprelTed.  This  cheefe  is  brought  to  table 
in  a powdery  {late,  and  is  generally  mixed  with 
butter  before  it  is  eaten.  It  is  reckoned  ftomachic. 

Butter  milk  (lac  ebutyratum)  is  milk  which  has  been 
deprived  of  its  oily  matter  by  churning  or  agitation. 
It  is  nourifhing,  cooling,  and  diluent.  It  is  ufed 
in  cachexies,  atrophies,  confumptions,  &c. 

Whey  (ferum  laeflis).  Is  the  watery,  faccharine 
part  of  milk,  freed  in  a great  meafure  from  the 
butyraceous  and  cafeous  matter.  It  is  lightly  nu- 
tritive, diluent,  aperient,  and  diuretic.  It  is  given 
in  confumptions,  dyfenteries,  jaundice,  &c.  alone, 
or  mixed  with  mineral  waters,  and  fometimes  im- 
pregnated with  thejuices  of  medicinal  herbs.  Wine- 
whey  (ferum  ladlis  vinofum)  tamarind-whey  (ferum 
ladtis  tamarindatum)  tartar  whey  (ferum  laftis  tar- 
tarifatum)  7nujlard-whey  (ferum  ladlis  finapinum) 
&c.  will  be  particularly  noticed  in  their  proper 
places. 

Sugar  of  Milk  (Saccharum  laflis),  Is  a faline 
fubftance,  obtained  from  the  whey  by  evaporation. 
It  has  been  properly  enough  called  the  efiential  fait 

of 
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of  milk  ( Par-mentier  et  Deyeux  Annales  de  Chemie, 
t.  6,  t 96).  It  has  been  much  extolled  by  fome  late 
writers  as  a remedy  in  confumptions  (Willy amox 
de  fale  ladtis  eflentiali  Leyden,  1756)  but,  as  it  is 
contained  in  whey,  it  is  evident  that  that  prepara- 
tion muft  poflefs  all  its  virtues,  and  therefore  that 
the  trouble  of  obtaining  it  feparate  muft  be  unne- 
cefiary. 

Bos  Americanus.  The  American  Bifon.  The 
American  Bull. 

Mojchatus.  The  Mufk  Bull. 

Bubalus . The  Buffalo. 

Caffer.  The  Cape  Ox. 

The  flefh  of  all  thefe  fpecies  of  the  ox-kind,  are 
eatable ; but  much  inferior  to  that  of  the  domeftic 
ox.  The  flefh  of  the  Bos  mojchatus  has  a ftrono- 
flavour  of  mufk  ; and  the  flefh  of  the  Bos  caffer  is 
faid  to  tafte  like  venifon. 


vr.  bellu m. 

Equus  Cab  alius.  The  Horfe.  Equa.  The 
IVIare.  JVLares-milk  (lac  ecjuinum)  very  much  re- 
fembles  the  milk  of  afles.  Like  the  latter,  it  con- 
tains a large  proportion  of  ferum,  with  a fmall  pro- 
portion of  butyraceous  and  cafeous  matter.  Hence, 
where  aftes-milk  is  not  to  be  had,  it  may  be  advan- 

C tageoufly 
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tageoufly  ufed  in  its  Head.  It  is  from  mares-milk 
that  the  Tartars  prepare  their  favourite  beverage, 
called  Koumijs , which  is  a vinous  liquor,  the  ardent 
fpirit  of  which  is  derived  from  the  fugar  of  milk 
(which  is  very  abundant  in  the  ferous  part  of  mares- 
milk)  by  means  of  fermentation.  Late  experi- 
ments have  fhown,  that  a fimilar  fpirituous  liquor 
may  be  obtained  from  the  milk  of  other  animals 
( Oferetjkowjky  de  fpiritu  ardente  ex  ladle  bubulo,  &c. 
Strafburg,  1778).  An  account  of  this  fpirituous 
produdt  of  milk,  was  publifhed  feveral  years  ago 
by  Spielman  ( Memoires  de  la  Soc.  de  Medec.  a Paris , 
Ann.  177 6)  and  latterly  its  medicinal  ufes  have 
been  made  known  by  Dr.  Grieve  (Tranfadtions  of 
the  Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh,  V.  1,  p.  185)  who 
has  related  feveral  cafes  in  which  it  adted  as  a re- 
ftorative  and  ftrengthener.  In  one  cafe  of  incipient 
phthifis,  it  proved  highly  beneficial.  Upon  the 
whole,  however,  it  is  doubtful  whether  as  an  ali- 
mentary or  medicinal  article,  it  be  much,  if  at 
all,  fuperior  to  butter-milk  and  whey. 

Equus  Jfinus.  The  Afs.  Afina.  The  She 
Afs.  The  proportion  of  whey  is  very  great,  and  of 
oil  and  cheefy  matter  very  fmall,  in  affes-milk  (lac 
afininum).  Hence  it  is  light,  and  well  fuited  to 
weak  ftomachs.  It  is  a well  known  remedy  (1)  in 
conjumptions  j and  by  virtue  of  its  diluent,  aperient,  , 
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and  diuretic  operation,  it  frequently  proves  fer- 
viceable  in  (2)  arthritic  (3)  rheumatic  and  (4)  icteric 
cafes  (5)  in  weakneffes  of  the  intefiinal  canal  (6)  in 
diforders  of  the  urinary  pajfages  (7)  in  fluor  alhus  ; 
and  in  general  in  all  thofe  cafes  in  which  cows-milk 
is  recommended  (Hoffmann  de  mirabili  la&is  afmini 
ufu  in  medendo).  Affes-milk  is  generally  taken 
early  in  the  morning,  upon  an  empty  ftomach,  in 
, the  quantity  of  half  a pint ; but  where  much  reliance 
is  placed  upon  it,  it  ought  to  be  given,  in  fome- 
what  fmaller  dofes,  two  or  three  times  in  the  day. 
In  many  cafes.  Seltzer  and  Pyrmont  waters  are  ad- 
vantageoufly  mixed  with  it.  It  is  evident  that  the 
bell  feafons  for  drinking  affes-milk,  are  fpring  and 
fummei,  as  at  thole  times  there  is  the  greateft  va- 
riety of  green  food  for  the  affes.  The  milk  of  affes 
foddered  with  hay  or  other  dry  food,  is  neither  fo 
light  nor  fo  falutary. 


Tapir  Americanus . The  Tapir.  The  Hefli  of 
ithis  animal,  which  is  about  the  fize  of  a fmall  cow, 
iis  much  liked  by  the  inhabitants  of  South  America, 
Sin  many  parts  of  which  tapirs  are  met  with  in  o-reat 
numbers  j but  it  is  much  inferior  to  our  beef.& 


Sus  Scrofa. 

(a)  Ferus  (Aper).  The  Wild  Boar,  The 
lefli  of  the  wild  boar  (caro  aprina)  is  denfe,  but 
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fufficiently  tender,  very  nourifhing,  and  more  fa-* 
voury  than  that  of  the  domeftic  hog.  But  as  the 
general  properties  of  both  are  the  fame,  they  will 
be  noticed  under  the  article  Pork.  The  flelh  of  the 
wild  boar  is  in  feafon  in  Oftober.  The  head  is 
efteemed  the  fineft  part.  The  flelh  of  the  young 
animal  is  reckoned  a great  delicacy. 

(b)  Domejiicus  (vulgaris).  The  common,  or 
domeftic  Boar  (Verres).  The  Sow  (Scrofa).  The 
flelh  of  the  boar  and  of  the  fow  that  has  often  far- 
rowed, is  ftrong,  lean,  and  coarfe,  and  makes  bad 
bacon.  It  is  the  flelh  of  the  caftrated  animal  that 
is  in  common  ufe,  and  that  is  known  by  the  name 
of  Pork  (caro  porcina).  On  account  of  the  fat  or 
lard  with  which  it  abounds,  it  is  not  very  eafily 
digefted.  It  is  a very  fav our y food,  and  affords  a 
ftrong  nourifhment,  fuited  to  perfons  who  lead  an 
adtive  or  laborious  life.  The  too  frequent  and 
long  continued  ufe  of  this  meat  favours  obefity, 
produces  foulnefs  of  the  ftomach  and  bowels,  and 
occaftons  diforders  of  the  fkin.  The  fiefh  oi  the 
Sucking-pig  (caro  porcelli  laftentis)  is  reckoned  a 
great  delicacy  ; it  is  very  nourifhing  ; but  by  lea- 
fon  of  the  thick  and  flimy  juice  with  which  it 
abounds,  it  is  not  very  readily  diffolved  in  the 
ftomach,  and  is  therefore  by  no  means  a proper , 
food  for  weak  and  ficldy  perfons.  Bacon  (caro  fuilla 


Clajs  L ALIMENTARY  SUBSTANCES.  21 

/ 

vel  porcina  falita  et  infumata)  is  a coarfe  and  heavy, 
but  nutritive  food,  only  fit  to  be  taken  in  confider- 
able  quantity  by  robuft  and  labouring  people. 
When  it  conftitutes  a principal  part  of  the  daily 
diet,  it  brings  on  diforders  fimilar  to  thofe  which 
arife  from  the  immoderate  ufe  of  pork.  In  confe- 
quence  of  the  fat  or  lard  with  which  it  abounds,  the 
flefli  of  the  fwine-tribe  is  more  or  lefs  laxative. 
Upon  the  whole,  it  may  be  faid  of  pork,  that  the 
occafional  and  fparing  ufe  of  it  is  fufficiently  falu- 
tary  ; but  that  it  cannot  be  made  a principal  part 
of  the  daily  diet,  without  producing  diforder  in 
many  conflitutions,  and  particularly  in  thofe  who 
are  of  a melancholic  temperament,  and  lead  a fe- 
dentary  life. 

The  fiefh  of  all  the  different  fpecies  of  this  genus 
is  edible.  The  flefh  of  the 

Sus  Tajajfu.  The  Peccary,  or  Mexican  Hog, 
becomes  tainted  with  a ftrong  mufky  take  and  fmell, 
unlefs  the  odoriferous  gland  upon  the  back  is  cut 
off  immediately  after  the  animal  is  killed.  The 
flefn  of  the 

Sus  Babyruja.  The  Indian  Hog,  is  much 
efteemed  in  Java,  Buero,  and  other  iflands  in  the 
Indian  ocean. 

c ° 
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B.  AVES. 

I.  A C C I P I T R E S.  O. 

II,  PICJE. 

Corvus  frugilegus.  The  Rook.  Young  rooks, 
Gripped  of  their  fkin,  are  dreffed  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  young  pigeons,  from  which  they  are  not 
very  different  in  flavour  and  degree  of  digefti- 
bility. 

Picus  viridis.  The  Green  Woodpecker.  The 
flefli  of  this  and  feveral  other  fpecies  of  this  genus, 
is  fufliciently  palatable,  though  it  is  not  very  quickly 
diffolved  in  the  ftomach.  In  this  country,  where 
there  is  fuch  a great  variety  of  birds  that  afford  a 
better  aliment,  the  woodpecker  is  feldom  eaten. 

III.  ANSERES. 

Anas.  All  the  fpecies  of  this  genus  are  edible ; 
but  thofe  only  will  be  noticed  here  that  are  molt  in 
ufe.  Such  are  the 

Anas  Cygnus.  The  wild  Swan.  A.  Olor.  The 
tame  Swan.  T he  flefli  of  the  young  fwan  or  cygnet, 
is  fimilar  in  flavour  and  other  qualities  to  that  of  the 
goofe.  Formerly  it  was  reckoned  a great  delicacy. 

Anas 
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Anas  Anjer.  The  Goofe  (wild  and  tame).  The 
flefh  of  this  bird  is  very  favoury,  but  is  a ftrong, 
heavy,  and  heating  food.  The  young  bitd  is 
efteemed  a delicacy.  The  wild  goofe  is  ftronger 
and  lefs  digeftible  than  the  tame  one.  Both  are  ail 
improper  food  for  weak  and  delicate  people. 

Anas  Bernicla.  The  Bernacle,  or  Brent  Goofe. 
The  flefh  of  this  fpecies,  which  has  a fifhy  tafte, 
is  much  relifhed  by  many  people.  It  is  not  very 
eafily  digefted. 

Anas  Mojchata.  The  Mufcovy  Duck.  When 
tamed  and  properly  fed,  much  the  fame  in  flavour  and 
digeftibility  as  the  common  duck. 

Anas  Penelope.  T he  W igeon . 

ferina.  The  Pochard. 

Crecca.  The  Teal.  The  flefh  of  the 

three  laft  fpecies  refembles  in  tafte  and  other  qua- 
lities that  of  the 

Anas  Bojchas.  The  Wild  Duck  j which  is  a 
well  known  delicacy,  more  favoury,  but  heavier 
and  more  heating  than  the 

Anas  domejlica.  Common  tame  Duck.  The 
young  of  both  fpecies  (Cullen  Mat.  Med.  Vol.  I. 

c4  P*38°) 
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p.  3bo)  being  of  a more  vifeid  texture,  are  more 
flowly  digefled  than  the  adult  birds. 

Alca  arttica.  The  Puffin.  The  fleffi  of  this 
biid,  which  abounds  with  fat  or  greafe,  has  a very 
filTiy  tafte,  and  is  not  very  readily  diffolved  in  the 
ftomach.  When  potted  with  fpices,  it  is  much 
relifhed  by  many  perfons  ■,  but  it  fhould  be  eaten 
fparingly,  as  it  is  far  from  being  a wholefome  food. 

Alca  Tor  da.  The  Razor-bill. 

cirrhata.  The  Tufted  Auk.  The  fleffi 

of  thefe  is  fcarcely  edible  ; but  their  eggs  afford  a 
very  nouriffiing  and  wholefome  food. 

Pelecanus  Bajfanus.  The  Solan  Goofe,  or 
Gannet.  This  has  a rancid,  fiffiy  tafte ; but  is 
neverthelefs  much  reliffied  in  Scotland.  It  remains 
long  upon  the  ftomach  j and  by  reafon  of  its  oily 
quality,  is  very  heating. 

Larus  marinus.  The  Black-backed  Gull. 
The  young  of  this  and  feveral  other  fpecies  of  larus, 
are  edible  but  their  fleffi  has  a ftrong  and  fiffiy 
tafte. 


IV. 
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IV,  G R A L L 2E. 

The  flelh  of  moft  of  the  genera  of  this  order  is 
\ edible,  and  highly  favoury.  Among  the  foreign 
genera,  the  Ph^enicopterus  ruber,  the  Flamingo 
and  Tantalus  Loculator , ruber,  &c.  Wood  Ibis* 
Scarlet  Ibis,  &c.  are  efteemed  great  delicacies. 

Scolopax.  The  flefti  of  moft  of  the  fpecies  of 
this  genus,  is  exceedingly  favoury  and  delicious, 
and  is  wherewithal  fufficiently  light  and  digeftible. 
This  is  particularly  applicable  to  the  following  well 
known  fpecies : 

Scolopax  rufticola.  The  Woodcock. 

Gallinago . The  Snipe. 

—————  Gallinula,  The  Gid,  or  Jack  Snipe. 

' Glottis • The  Great  Plover,  or  Green 

Shank. 

Totanus . The  Spotted  Snipe. 

• Limofa . The  Stone  Plover,  or  LeiTer 

Godwit. 

lapponica.  The  R ed  Godwit. 

Somewhat  fimilar  to  the  preceding  in  flavour 

(but  not  fo  highly  palatable)  and  in  other  qualities 
are  the  * 


Tringa 
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T ring  a pugnax.  The  Ruff  and  Reeve. 

Vanellus.  The  Lapwing,  or  Baftard  Plover. 
- Cinclus.  The  Purre. 

"""  Squat ar ola,  T.  he  Grey  Plover,  or  Grey 

Sandpiper. 


Alfo  the 

'.iilJ  ■ ...  . ,;ci  ! 

Char adrius  Morinellus.  The  Dotterel. 

^ TL^he  Grccn^  or  Golden 


Plover. 


G i Jl  l i. 


CEdicnemus . The  thick  kneed  Buf- 

tard,  or  Stone  Curlew. 

Himantopus.  The  long  legged  Plover. 


Many  fpecies  of  the  following  genus  af- 
ford a fine-flavoured  food,  not  very  different  in  its 
qualities  from  that  of  the  anferine  tribe. 


F u l i c a fujca . T he  B rown  G allinule. 

chloropus . The  common  Water  Hen,  or 

Moor  Hen. 

— Porphyrio.  The  Purple  Water  Hen,  or 

Purple  G allinule. 

Several  fpecies  of  the  R alius,  or  Water  Rail, 
are  in  like  manner  a well  tailed  and  lufficiently 
dieeftible  food. 

O 

r V.  GAL- 
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V.  GALLING. 

I 

Pavo  crijlatus.  The  Peacock.  The  young  pea- 
hen is  much  the  fame  in  tafte  and  other  qualities 
with  the  pheafant,  to  which,  however,  it  is  inferior. 

Meleagris  G allop  avo.  The  Turkey.  The 

white  meat  upon  the  bread  of  this  bird  is  juftly  rec- 
koned a great  delicacy.  It  is  very  light  and  nutri- 
tious, without  being  heating,  and  is  therefore  an 
excellent  food  for  weak  people. 

Similar  in  flavour  and  other  qualities  to  the 
preceding,  is  the  flefli  of  the 

Penelope  crijlata . The  Guiana  Quan. 

Crax  Ale  cl  or.  The  crefted  Curafifow. 

Phasianus  Gallus  (domefficus)  Gallus  et  Gallina. 

The  Dunghill  Cock  and  Hen. 

The  flefli  of  this  ufeful  domeflic  bird  affords  a 
well  known  delicate  and  wholefome  food.  The 
young  bird,  or  Chicken  (pullus  gallinaceus)  and 
the  Capon  (gallus  caftratus)  are  moft  efteemed. 
Both  are  very  nutritive  and  eafily  digefted.  Chicken 
Broth  (jus  gallinaceum)  is  diluent  and  reftorative, 
and  is  3.  very  ufeful  drink  in  cholera,  diarrhasa,  and 
other  diforders  of  the  ftomach  and  bowels. 

The 
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The  concentrated  decoftion  yields  an  excellent 
gelJy. 

It  belongs  to  this  place  to  take  notice  of  the 
alimentary  properties  of  Eggs  (ova). 

The  fluid  contents  of  an  egg  confift  of  the 
Whits  (albumen)  and  the  Yolk  (viteilus).  The 
former  very  much  refembles  the  lymph  of  the 
blood,  or  the  coagulable  part  of  milk.  The  latter, 
viz.  the  yolk,  is  an  animal  mucilage,  compofed  of 
oil,  coagulable  lymph  and  water.  It  is  mifcible 
with  cold  water,  fo  as  to  form  an  emulfion.  The 
oil  (oleum  ovorum)  is  feparable  from  the  yolk, 
boiled  till  it  becomes  hard,  by  means  of  prefiure. 

The  eggs  of  all  granivorous  birds,  and  efpeci- 
ally  of  the  domeflic  fowl,  yield  a mild  demulcent 
and  {Lengthening  aliment,  well  fuited  to  confump- 
tive  perfons,  and  fuch  as  are  exhaufted  by  immo- 
derate evacuations.  Raw  eggs  are  gently  laxative, 
and  are  found  to  be  ferviceable  in  cafes  of  jaun- 
dice and  obftru&ed  liver  ( White  on  the  Manage- 
ment of  Pregnant  and  Lying-in  Women,  p.  74). 
A nutritive,  reftorative  drink,  is  prepared  by  rub- 
bing the  yolks  of  two  or  three  eggs,  and  a little 
white  fugar,  with  a pint  or  two  of  cold  water, 
adding  to  it  afterwards  a glafs  of  Rhenifh  or  any 

other 
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other  light  wine,  and  a little  lemon  juice,  to  give 
it  a flavour.  This  Egg-emulfm  (emulfio  ovi  vel 
lac  pulli)  without  the  wine,  is  a good  remedy  m 
coughs,  hoarfeneffes,  fpitting  of  blood,  coftive- 

nefs,  &c. 

Both  the  white  and  yolk  of  egg  are  very  in- 
digeftible  when  boiled  to  hardnefs.  Eggs  Ihould  be 
fubjedted  to  as  little  of  the  art  of  cookery  as  pof- 
fible.  The  lighteft  as  well  as  the  fimpleft  mode  of 
preparing  them  for  the  table,  is  to  boil  them 
only  as  long  as  is  neceffary  to  coagulate  (lightly 
the  greater  part  of  the  white,  without  depriving  the 
yolk  of  its  fluidity.  This  is  what  is  called  poaching 
them  j and  in  this  way  they  fit  well  upon  moft 
ftomachs. 


► 

Phasianus  colchicus . The  common  Pheafant. 
A well  known  delicacy.  Its  flefh  is  tender,  nutri- 
tious, and  readily  foluble  in  the  ftomach. 

, * 

Numida  Meleagris,  The  Guinea  Elen.  In 

flavour  and  digeftibility  much  like  the  pheafant, 
but  inferior. 


Tetrao  Urogalkis.  The  Wood  Groufe. 

T etrix.  The  Black  Cock,  Black  Game,  or 


Black  Groufe. 


Tetrao 
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Tetrao  Lagopm.  The  Red  Groufe,  or  Red 
Game. 

. „The  fld]l  0f  thefe  rPecies  of  Tetrao,  and  efpe- 
tially  of  the  two  laft,  is  favoury  and  fufficiendy 

c igeftible  but  it  is  neither  fo  tender  nor  fo  finely 
flavoured  as  that  of  the 

_ f'ETRAO  Perdix.  The  common  Partridge, 
which,  of  all  game  except  the  pheafant,  is  the  light- 
eft,  the  leaft  heating,  the  moft  nutritious,  and  the 
moft  digeftible. 

Inferior  in  flavour  and  other  qualities  to  the 
preceding  fpecies,  is  the 

Tetrao  Coturnix.  The  Quail.  This  bird  is 
fond  of  hellebore-feeds,  and  the  feeds  of  the  lolium 
temulentum.  Hence  it  is  proper  to  have  the  fto- 
mach  and  inteftines  thoroughly  drawn  out  of  it 
before  it  is  drefled,  otherwile  the  juices  of  thofe 
noxious  feeds  might  occafion  ficknefs,  vomiting, 
convulfions,  and  other  diftrefling  fymptoms,  to 
thofe  who  eat  thereof. 

VI.  PASSE  RES. 

Columba  domeftica.  The  common  Pigeon. 

Palumbus . The  Ring  Dove. 


The 
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The  flefh  of  thefeand  other  fpecies  of  columba, 
is  favoury,  but  heating.  The  young  are  more  di- 
o-eftible  than  the  adult  birds.  Both  are  an  impro- 

tD 

per  food  for  invalids. 

Alauda.  The  Lark.  All  the  different  fpe- 
cies of  this  genus  furnifh  a delicate  and  light  food. 


Turdus  vifcivorus.  The  Miffel  Thrufh. 

pilaris.  The  Fieldfare. 

— — Merula.  The  Black  Bird. 

, \ , 

The  flefh  of  thefe  and  other  fpecies  of  turdus, 
is  tender,  favoury,  and  lufficiently  digeftible.  In 
hard  winters,  when  thefe  birds  are  compelled  to  feed 
upon  holly -berries,  the  berries  of  the  fpindle  tree 
(evonymus  europasus)  ivy-berries,  &c.  their  flefh 
becomes  bitter,  and  acquires  a purgative  property. 

Loxia  Curviroftra.  The  Sheldapple,  or  Crofsbill. 
— Coccothraujles . The  Grofbeak,  or  Haw- 

finch. 

— — Chloris.  The  Greenfinch. 

The  flefh  of  thefe  and  other  fpecies  of  this  genus, 
is  fufficiently  palatable  and  digeftible. 


Emberiza 


3* 


ALIMENTARY  SUBSTANCES.  Clafs  I. 

Emberiza  nivalis.  The  Snow  Bunting. 

Miliaria . The  Bunting.  Thefe  birds 

are  well  flavoured.  The 

Emberiza  Hortulana>  orOrtolan,is  a well  known 
delicacy.  This  bird  is  fometimes  little  more  than  a 
ball  of  fat,  highly  lufcious,  but  cloying,  and  if  eaten 
freely,  heating  and  oppreflive  to  the  ftomach.  The 

Emberiza  Citrinella  ; or  Yellow  Hammer ; and 

oryzivora  ; or  Rice  Bunting,  are  alfo 

palatable  birds,  efpecially  the  latter,  which,  when 
fat  by  feeding  upon  rice  or  maize,  is  highly  efteem- 
ed  in  the  Weft  Indies  and  fome  parts  of  North 
America. 

Fringilla  coelebs.  The  Chaffinch. 

Montifringilla.  The  Brambling,  or 

Bramble  Finch. 

— domejiica . The  Floufe  Sparrow. 

montana.  The  Tree  Sparrow. 

The  flefh  of  thefe  and  other  fpecies  of  the  finch- 
tribe,  is  neither  very  palatable  nor  very  tender. 
Some  of  them  have  a bitter  tafte. 

Motacilla  modularis.  The  Hedge  Sparrow. 
Ficedula.  The  Beccafico,  or  Epicu- 
rean Warbler. 


Motacilla 
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Motacilla  CEnanthe.  The  Wheat  Ear. 

Rubetra.  The  Whin  Chat. 

. Rubicola.  The  Stone  Chatter. 

. Rhanicurus . The  Redftart. 

Erithacus.  The  Redtail. 

Thefe  and  other  fpecies  of  motacilla,  afford  a 
fufBciently  digeftible,  but  not  very  favoury  food. 

Hi  run  do  ejculenta.  The  efculent  Swallow. 
The  neft  which  this  fpecies  of  fwallow  conftrudts 
in  the  hollows  of  rocks,  of  mollufca  (fea-worms) 
and  other  gelatinous  marine  fubftances,  bears  forne 
affinity  to  ifinglas,  and  is  efteemed  a great  delicacy 
by  the  Chinefe,  Cochinchinefe,  and  inhabitants  of 
various  iflands  in  the  Indian  ocean.  They  diffolve 
it  in  their  broths  and  foups. 


C.  AMPHIBIA. 

Testudo  Mydas.  The  Green  Turtle. 

y 

Tui  tie,  eaten  moderately,  is  very  nutritious, 
and  not  very  difficultly  digefted.  The  eggs  are 
much  efteemed.  The  foup  which  is  commonly 
prepared  from  it,  is  very  heavy  and  heating  5 but 
a light  deception  of  it,  or  broth  (jus  teftudinis)  is 

^ demulcent 
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demulcent  and  reftorative,  and  has  been  found  to- 
be  beneficial  in  phthiflcal  and  hedtic  cafes. 

Festudo  ferox.  The  flefh  of  this  fpecies  is 
faid  to  be  more  delicate  than  that  of  the  preceding. 
In  other  refpedls  its  properties  are  the  fame.- 

Testudo  graca.  The  Land  Turtle,.-  or  Land- 
T ortoife. 

The  flefh  of  this  is  little  inferior  to  the  fea  or 
green  turtle  it  is  much  ufed  in  Italy  and  the- 
Levant  for  making  foups  and  broths.  The  eggs- 
are  nearly  as  good  as  hen’s  eggs,  and  make  excel- 
lent omelettes. 

Rana  ejeubnia . The  edible  Frogi;  or  Greens 
Water  Frog.  The  white  flefh  upon  the  thighs  of 
this  fpecies  of  frog,  is  much  eaten  in  France,.-  Italy,* 
and  fome  parts  of  Germany*  It  taftes  fomewhat- 
like  the  flefh  of  a chicken  3-  but  affords  very  little 
nutriment.  Frog’s  broth  is  preferibed  by  the 
French  and  Italian  phyficians  in  confumptive  cafes  *• 
in  which,  however,,  it  feems  to  have  no  advantages 
over  chicken  broth. 

La  c erta  agilis.  The  common  Green  Lizatdk 
Much  cried  up  of  late-  years  for  its  dietetical  ufes 
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in  lepra,  fcrophula,  cancer,  and  lues  venerea  ( Flores 
fpecifique  nouvellement  decouvert,  &c.  Laufanne, 
17 85).  But  from  the  trials  made  of  it  by  Car- 
minati  and  others,  it  appears  to  have  little  or  no 
title  to  medicinal  efficacy  in  thofe  cafes. 

Lacerta  Stincus.  Eaten  by  the  ^Egyptians  as 

a reftorative  and  aphrodifiac. 

• \ 

Coluber  Vipera . The  Viper. 

— Berus.  The  Adder.  The  broth 

prepared  from  the  fleffi  of  thefe  fpecies  of  viper 
{jus  viperinum)  was  formerly  in  high  efteem  as  a 
reftorative  (Juncker  de  Viperarum  ufu  med.  1744, 
Oetinger  de  curis  viperinis,  1768)  and  is  at 
this  time  much  ufed  by  the  Italians.  But  it  appears 
to  have  little,  if  any,  advantage  over  mod  other 
animal  deco£tions. 

£>.  PISCES. 

I.  APODES. 

Murjena  Anguilla . The  common  Eel.  A 

very  rich  and  lufcious  fifh  ; but  on  account  of  the 
oil  with  which  it  abounds,  digefted  with  difficulty. 
When  eaten  too  freely,  it  occafions  naufea,  vomiting, 
diarrhaea,  and  not  unfrequently  fome  degree  of 

D 2 fever. 
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fever.  It  is  at  all  times  an  improper  food  for  Tick 
perfons,  for  thofe  who  are  of  a bilious  conftitution, 
and  for  fuch  as  are  troubled  with  flatulence  and  in- 
digeftion.  Vinegar  and  horferadifh  form  a proper 
feafoning  to  make  it  fit  lightly  on  the  ftomach.  Si- 
milar in  its  properties  to  the  preceding,  but  (when 
of  a large  fize)  coarfer  and  lefs  digeftible  (whether 
frefh  or  dried)  is  the 

Mur^ena  Conger . The  Conger  Eel. 

Ammodytes  Lobianus.  The^Sand  Eaunce,  or 
Sand  Eel.  In  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  it  is  called  the 
Sand  Sprat,  and  is  in  much  efteem  (bVorJley* s Hif- 
tory  of  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  p.  4).  It  fhould  be  eaten 
fparingly,  being  not  very  readily  diffolved  in  the 
ftomach. 

Molt  of  the  other  genera  of  the  order  Apodes, 
are  edible j but,  except  the  Stromateus,  afford  a 
coarfe  and  heavy  food,  rejefted  wheie  daintier  fifh 
can  be  had. 


II.  JUGULARES. 

Callionymus  Lyra.  The  Gemmeous  Dra- 
gonet. 

- — Dracunculus.  The  fordid  Dra- 


gonet. 


Thefe 
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Thefe  fpecies  of  callionymus  afford  a white  and 
palatable  meat. 

t 

Trachinus  Draco.  The  Weaver.  Affords  a 
fine  flavoured  meat,  firm,  but  tender.  The  Italians 
reckonit  a great  delicacy;  and  M.  Duhamel  calls 
it  I'honneur  des  bonnes  tables. 

Gadus  vEglejinus.  The  Haddock.  Mcatdenfe, 
well  tailed,  and  fufficiently  digeflible.  Dried  had- 
dock, like  all  other  dried  fifh,  is  neither  very  di- 
geflible nor  very  nutritive. 

Gadus  Callarias.  The  Torfk.  Affords  a 
white,  palatable,  and  digeflible  meat. 

Gadus  Morrhua.  The  Codfifh.  Frefh  cod 
is  a palatable,  digeflible,  and  wholefome  meat. 
The  glutinous  parts  about  the  head  and  the  founds, 
are  mofl  efleemed;  but  they  are  not  fo  readily 
diffolved  in  the  flomach  as  the  other  parts.  By 
drying  and  faking,  it  lofes  much  of  its  nutritive 
properties,  and  becomes  lefs  digeflible. 

The  following  other  fpecies  of  this  genus,  afford, 

when  frefh,  a fufficiently  wholefome  and  nourifh- 
ing  food,  viz. 

£>3 
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Gad  us  barbatus.  The  Pout. 

Merlangus.  The  Whiting. 

- — Pollachius.  The  Pollack. 

* Mofoa.  The  Ling. 

- Lota.  The  Burbot. 

III.  THORACICI. 

Zeus  Faber.  The  Dory.  Savoury  and  fufH^ 
ciently  digeftibje, 

Pleuronectes  Hippoglojjfus . The  Holibut, 
The  part  that  adheres  to  the  fide-fins,  is  efteemed  a 
delicacy ; but  as  it  abounds  in  oil,  it  is  not  very 
readily  diffolved  in  the  ftomach.  The  other  parts 
of  this  fifh  are  coarfe  and  unpalatable, 

Pleuronectes  FlateJJ'a.  ThePlaife. 

. * — Flefus.  The  Flounder, 

Limanda.  The  Dab. 

Solea  The  Sole. 

— maximus.  The  Turbot. 

All  thefe  fpecies  of  pleurpnedtes,  and  efpecially 
the  laft  of  them,  are  a favoury,  nutritious,  light,  and 
wholefome  food. 


Ch.<etodon  rojlratus.  The  Jaculator, 

Ch.^todon 
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Ch/etodon  Imp  er  at  or.  The  Emperor  of  Ja- 
pan ; and  other  fpecies  of  this  genus,  are  favoury 
and  delicate. 

S partus  M*ena,  and  other  fpecies  of  fparus,  are 
palatable.;  but  fo  me  times  prove  purgative,  and  dis- 
order the  ftomach  and  bowels. 

Perca  jhiviatitis.  The  Perch.  Firm,  pala- 
table, and  readily  digeftible.  Thefe  properties  be- 
long more  or  lels  to  molt  of  the  other  fpecies  of 
■this  genus. 


Scomber  Sxomber . The  Mackrell.  Savoury, 
but  foft,  and  not  very  readily  diffolved  in  the  fto- 
snach.  It  is  not  a wholefome  filh. 

Mullus  ibarbatns.  The  Red  Surmullet. 

* Surmuletus . The  Striped  Surmullet. 

Finely  flavoured,  and  almoft  as  much  efteemed  in 
theie  days  as  they  were  in  the  times  of  ancient 
Rome.  The  head  is  reckoned  the  fineft  part.  It 
is  Efficiently  ■digeftible. 

T RiGLA  Lyra.  The  Piper.  Well  flavoured, 
but  fomewhat  hard,  and  not  very  digeftible.  The 
other  fpecies  of  this  genus  are  for  the  molt  part 
caarie  and  heavy. 

D 4 
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IV.  ABDO  MIN  ALES. 

Cobitis  Barbatula.  The  Loach,  or  Ground- 
ling. Palatable  and  fufficiendy  light  fry. 

Salmo  Salar.  The  Salnnon.  A well  known 
delicacy;  it  is  very  nutritious  ; and  though  it 
abounds  in  oil,  it  is,  in  moderate  quantities,  fuf- 
ficiently  digeflible.  The  -pickled  fifti  is  a very  un- 
wholefome  food. 

Salmo  Trutta . The  Sea  Trout,  or  Bull  Trout. 
Much  inferior  to,  and  lefs  digeflible  than  the  pre- 
ceding fpecies. 

Salmo  Fario.  The  Trout.  By  far  the'  beft 
of  all  frefh  water  fifties.  It  is  tender,  exquifitely 
flavoured,  and  readily  digefted. 

Salmo  dpinus.  The  Charr.  Similar  in  its 
properties  to  the  laft. 

Salmo  Salvelinus. 

S almo  S 'dinar inus.  The  Salmon  Trout. 

Umbla,  Thefe  fpecies  are  fimilar,  but 

inferior,  in  flavour  and  othei  qualities  to  the  falmon. 

Salmo 
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Sal  mo  Eperlanus . The  Smelt.  Palatable, 

but  not  very  nutritive. 

\ . , 

Salmo  Albula.  The  Whiting.  Neither  very 

palatable,  nor  very  wholefome. 

Salmo  Thymallus.  The  Grayling.  The  meat 
of  this  fifh  is  white,  firm,  and  delicate.  It  is  fuf- 
ficiently  digeftible  and  wholefome. 

Esox  Lucius.  ThePike.  Firm,  palatable,  and 
fufficiently  digeftible,  provided  it  be  not  too  large 
and  too  old.  It  is  a wholefome  fifh. 

Mugil  Cephalus.  The  Mullet.  Much  re- 
Hiked  by  many  people,  though  it  lies  heavy  upon 
the  ftomach,  and  is  not  a very  wholefome  fifh. 
It  is  from  the  roe  of  the  female  mullet  that  the 
Italians  prepare  their  favourite  food  botargo. 

Clupea  Harengus.  The  Herring. 

Sprattus.  The  Sprat. 

Aloja.  The  Shad. 

Encrajicolns.  The  Anchovy. 

Thefe  fpecies  of  clupea  abound  in  oil.  When 
frefh,  they  have  a fweet  tafte,  and  are  nutritive ; 
but  they  do  not  fit  very  light  upon  the  flomach, 

efpecialjy 
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€,Pecially  in  perfons  who  are  bilious.  By  faking, 
they  lofe  much  of  their  alimentary  properties,  and 
become  difficultly  digeftible.  The  Anchovy  is  only 
eaten  as  a condiment. 


Cyprinus  Barbus.  The  Barbel.  A coarfe, 
unwholefome  fiffi. 

Cyprinus  Carpio.  The  Carp.  A fweet,  nu- 
tritive, and  fufficiently  digeftible  food.  The  de- 
codtion  or  broth  of  this  and  the  following  fpecies, 
is  efteemed  a reftorative,  and  as  fucn  is  preferred 
by  the  French  and  Italian  phyficians  in  confump- 
tive  and  other  diforders. 


Cyprinus  Gobio.  The  Gudgeon.  Sufficiently 
palatable  and  digeftible. 


Cyprinus  Tinea.  The  Tench, 
(limy,  and  difficultly  digeftible. 

Soft  and 

Cyprinus  Cephalus.  The  Chub. 

A coarfe 

m. 

Cyprinus  Leucifcus.  The  Dace. 

Palatable 

and  readily  digefted. 

Cyprinus 

v 1 
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Cyprinus  Rutilus.  The  Roach.  A light,  pa- 
latable, and  wholefome  fifh. 

Cyprinus  e ryihrophthalmus,  Tne  Rud.  Si- 
milar to  the  laft- mentioned. 

The  two  following  fpecies,  though  they  are 
much  inferior  to  the  preceding,  are  fometime* 
brought  to  the  table,  viz.  the 

Cyprinus  Alburnus.  The  Bleak  ; and 
Brama.  The  Bream. 

V.  B RANCHI  OSTEGI.  O. 

VI.  CHONDROPTERYGII. 

Acipenser  Sturio.  The  Sturgeon.  The  meat 
of  this  filh  is  nutritive,  but  not  very  favoury. 
Caviar  is  prepared  from  the  roe  of  this  and  the  fol- 
lowing fpecies. 

Acipenser  ruthenus.  The  Starlet.  The  meat 
of  this  is  more  tender  and  delicate  than  that  of  the 
preceding. 

Acipenser Htifo.  The  Ifinglas  Fifh,  or  Ifinglas 
Sturgeon.  The  vnoffc  valuable  part  of  this  fifh  is  the 

found, 
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found,  or  air-bladder,  from  which  is  prepared  Fijh- 
glue,  or  'finglas  (Ichthyocolla).  Geliy  made  by 
dilfolving  ifinglas  in  a proper  quantity  of  water,  is 
nutritive  and  demulcent,  but  is  neither  fo  palatable 
nor  fo  light  as  chicken  or  calves-feet  gelly.  (Ifin- 
glas is  alfo  prepared  from  the  Acipenser  Sturio> 
Ac  i pens  er  Jiellatus , and  other  fpecies  of  this  genus). 

Raja  Bath.  The  Skate.  Coarfe,  but  nutri- 
tive. The  fame  may  be  faid  of  the  other  edible 
fpecies  of  this  genus. 

Petromyzon  marinus.  The  Lamprey. 

fluviatilis.  T he  lefler  Lamprey. 

branchialis . The  Lampern,  or 

Pride.  Thefe  are  efteemed  great  delicacies.  They 
are  very  favoury,  but  not  very  digeftible.  They 
not  unfrequently  occafion  fetid  eradiations  and 
diarrhaea  to  thofe  who  eat  freely  of  them. 


E.  INSECTA. 


ClaJsL  alimentary  substances. 
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E.  I N S E C T A. 

I.  COLEOPTERA.  O. 

II.  HEMIPTERA.  O. 

HI.  LEPIDOPTERA.  O. 

IV.  NEUROPTERA.  O. 

V.  HYMENOPTERA. 

Apis  mellifica.  The  Bee.  The  Honey  Bee. 
Honey  (mel)  the  product  of  this  ufeful  infedt,  agrees 
in  its  general  alimentary  properties  with  fugar, 
which  fee.  It  fhould  however  be  noticed,  that  it  is 
rather  more  heating,  and  that  it  is  apt  to  pafs  off 
more  readily  by  (tool  and  urine,  than  the  prepared 
juice  of  the  cane.  Honey,  diluted  with  water,  is 
fufceptible  of  the  vinous  fermentation,  yielding 
what  is  called  Mead  and  Metheglin. 

VI.  DIPTERA.  O. 

VII.  APTERA. 

Cancer  Manas.  The  common  Crab. 

■ Pagurus.  The  Black-clawed  Crab. 

The  meat  within  the  claws  of  thefe  two  fpecies  is 
coarfer  and  lefs  fapid  than  that  of  the 

Cancer  Gammarus ; or  I. obiter,  which  is  a 
very  palatable,  confiderably  nutritive,  and  fuffici- 

enth 
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ently  digeftible  food.  The  decoftion  or  broth  of 
this  and  the  following  fpecies,  is  efteemed  demul- 
cent, alkalefcent,  and  nutritious.  In  fome  countries 
it  is  prefcribed  as  a reftorative  in  cafes  of  emacia- 
tion, whether  with  or  without  hectical  fever. 

Cancer  JJiacus.  The  Craw  Fifh.  Well 
tailed,  nutritive,  and  readily  digefted. 

Cancer  Jerratus.  The  Prawn.  Efteemed  a 
great  delicacy.  In  its  general  properties  fimilar  to 
the  preceding  ; as  are  likewife  the  following,  viz. 

Cancer  Crangon.  The  Shrimp;  and 

Squilla , The  white  Shrimp. 

. / 

With  refpeft  to  the  digeftion  of  the  different  fpe- 
cies  of  cancer,  there  is,  as  Dr.  Cullen  has  remarked 
(Mat.  Med.  Vol.  I.  p.  393)  fome  what  peculiar. 
He  knew  feveral  inftances  of  perfons  who  could 
not  take  even  a very  fmall  quantity  of  lobfter 
or  crab,  without  being  affedted  foon  after  with 
a violent  colic,  andfometimes  with  that  fame  effio- 
refcence  on  the  Ikin,  which  often  happens  from 
eating  falmon  or  herrings.  In  both  cafes,  thefe 
effedls  are,  he  thinks,  to  be  aferibed  to  peculiarity 
of  conftitution,  difficult  to  be  accounted  for. 


F.  VERMES. 
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F.  VERMES. 

I.  INTESTINA.  O. 
n.  MOLLUSCA. 

The  Sepia  fepiola , and  Echinus  ejculentu^  are 
almoft  the  only  edible  genera  of  this  order  of  worms ; 
and  even  thefe  are  a coarfe  and  by  no  means  a whole- 
feme  food. 


III.  TESTAGEA. 

Cardium  edule.  The  common  Cockle.  Pa- 
latable, nutritious;,  and  not  unwholefome ; but  much 
inferior  in  thefe  refpefts  to  the 

Ostrea  edulis.  The  common  Oyfter  j which 
as  a delicacy  and  an  aliment,  far  furpaftes  all  the 
reft  of  the  teftaceous  kind.  In  England  it  is  much 
recommended  to  confumptive  patients. 

Mytilus  edulis.  The  eatable  Muffel.  Some- 
what fimilar  to  the  preceding  ; but,  at  certain 
fcalbns  of  the  year,  and  in  particular  conftitutions, 
rnuftels  produce  diftrefling  and  fometimes  danger- 
ous fymptoms  in  thofe  who  eat  them ; luch  as  a 
burning  fenfation  in  the  fauces*  fwelling  of  the  face* 
eyes,  lips,  tongue,  and  threat  ; diftenfion  of  the 

ftomach ; 
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ftomach  j eryfipelatous  inflammation  of  the  fldn, 
accompanied  with  intolerable  itching ; difficulty  of 
breathing,  great  anxiety,  and  in  a few  inflances, 
convulflons.  The  remedies  on  thefe  occafions  are 
vomits  and  acids,  particularly  lemon  juice,  mixed 
with  peppermint  water.  The  occafional  noxious 
quality  of  the  muflel,  is  derived  from  a fmall  fpe- 
cies  of  ftella  marina  (viz.  the  Asterias  ophiura ) 
which  in  the  months  of  June,  July,  and  Auguft, 
is  found  in  the  fhell  of  the  muflel.  The  juice  of 
this  fea-ftar  is  highly  acrid  and  injurious.  It  is 
faid,  that  the  muflels  may  be  completely  freed  from 
this  noxious  accompaniment,  by  waffling  them 
well  in  vinegar  and  water. 

$ 

Helix  Pomatia  (Cochlea  terrejiris ).  The 
eatable  Snail.  Slimy  and  indigeftible.  Chiefly 
ufed  for  making  broth  (jus  cochlearum)  which  is 
efteemcdj  though  perhaps  without  much  founda- 
tion, demulcent,  and  reftorative  j and  hence  is 
fometimes  prefcribed  in  confumpti\Ne  cafes. 


i 
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2.  From  the  Vegetable  Kingdom. 

A.  HERBS.  (Her ba  oleracea ). 

Apium  Petro/elinum.  (Petrofelinum).  Parfley. 
A common  addition  to  broths  and  foups.  The 
root  and  leaves  are  flightly  aromatic,  the  feeds 
more  fo.  The  former  are  lbmewhat  nutritive,  the 
latter,  viz.  the  feeds,  diuretic.  From  thefe  Jaft 
a butyraceous  elTential  oil  may  be  obtained  by  dif- 
tillation.  Many  of  the  foreign  pharmacopoeias 
contain  a water diftilled  from  the  frefh  herb  [Aqua 
Petrofelini)  which,  however,  is  juftly  exploded 
from  our  difpenfatories.  As  an  aromatic,  it  is 
much  inferior  to  mint-water,  and  as  a diuretic  it  is 
of  no  value. 

Apium  graveolens.  Celery.  Much  ufed  as  a 
pot  herb.  The  blanched  ftalks  are  flightly  aroma- 
tic, and,  efpecially  when  ftewed,  fomewhat  nutri- 
tive. Like  the  former  fpecies,  it  is  ranked  in  the 
number  of  diuretics,  and  by  fome  writers  has  been 
commended,  but  very  undefervedly,  as  a lithon- 
triptic. 

Asparagus  officinalis.  Afparagus.  A light 
nutritive  vegetable.  It  is  mucilaginous,  and  con- 
iderably  diuretic.  As  it  is  quickly  diflolved  in  the 

E ftomach, 
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ftomach,  and  is  little  difpofed  to  create  flatulence 
or  acidity,  it  is,  in  general,  well  fuited  to  weak 
conftitutions. 


Brassica  oleracea.  Cole  wort  and  Cabbage. 

The  different  fpecies  and  varieties  of  braflica  afford, 
for  the  mod  part,  but  little  nourifhment.  They 
are  watery,  and  liable  to  produce  flatulence  and  co- 
lic. The  leaft  flatulent  are  the  Cauliflower  and 
Broccoli.  Cabbage  fermented  with  vinegar,  with 
the  addition  of  aromatic  feeds  and  fait,  is  what  is 
termed  Sauer  Kraut.  In  confequence  of  the  fer- 
mentation it  has  undergone,  it  partakes  in  fome 
degree  of  a vinous  nature,  is  favoury,  and  diffid- 
ently digeftible.  In  his  voyages,  Captain  Cook  found 
it  to  be  one  of  the  bed  antifcorbutics  ; and  Lind 
recommends  it  as  fuch.  What  makes  it  preferable 
to  many  other  remedies  of  this  fort,  is,  that  it  will 
keep  more  than  eight  months  without  fpoiling. 

Cichorium  Endiva.  (Endiva).  Endive.  A 
bitter,  wholefome  vegetable,  though  it  affords  but 
little  nourilhment. 

Cynara  Scolymus.  (Cinara).  The  Artichoke. 
The  only  alimentary  part,  fays  Cullen  (Mat.  Med. 
Vol.  I.  p.  266)  of  this  acrid  plant,  is  the  recepta- 
cle of  the  flower,  and  the  portions  of  that  which  we 
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pull  away  from  it,  in  pulling  away  the  feparate 
fquamae  of  the  calyx.  The  whole  of  this  recepta- 
cle, even  in  its  recent  ftate,  is  of  very  little  acri- 
mony, and  by  being  boiled  in  water,  is  rendered 
perfectly  mild.  In  its  boiled  ftate,  it  is  of  a tender 
texture,  fomewhat  fweet  and  mucilaginous,  and 
therefore  tolerably  nourifhing.  It  is  diuretic,  and  as 
fuch  it  is  deemed  falucary  in  dropfical  cafes. 

\ 

Lactuca  Jativa.  Lettuce.  This  plant  takes 
its  name  from  the  milky  juice  which  it  contains. 
Many  varieties  of  it  are  cultivated  in  the  kitchen- 
gardens  : It  is  only  the  Lactuca  virofa>  and  L. 
Jcariola  that  poftefs  noxious  properties.  Without 
the  addition  of  other  herbs,  it  affords  but  an  infipid 
fallad.  It  is  more  digeftible  when  boiled  than  in  its 
crude  ftate. 

Lepidium  Jativum.  (Nafturtium  hortenfe). 
Garden  Crefs.  This  is  one  of  the  earlieft  fpring 
vegetables.  It  has  a pungent  and  fomewhat  hitter 
tafte.  Hence  it  operates  in  fome  degree  as  an  aro- 
matic, and  promotes  digeftion,  &c.  Lind  found  it 
ufeful  in  fcurvy. 

Portulaca  oleracea.  Purftane.  This  herb 
.yields  a watery,  (harp,  and  fomewhat  faline  juice. 

It 
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It  is  readily  digeftible  ; but  proves  laxative  when 
eaten  too  freely. 

Rumex  Acetofa.  (Acetofa).  Sorrel.  This 
palatable  vegetable  contains  an  effential  fait,  which 
is  fimilar  to  the  acid  of  tartar,  and  may  ferve  as 
a fubftitute  for  it.  The  French  ufe  the  expreffed 
juice  of  this  plant  as  a prefervative  againft  the 
fcurvy,  in  fea- voyages. 

Sisymbrium  Najlurtium  (Nafturtium  aquati- 
cum).  Water  Crefs.  This  plant  has  a pungent, 
bitter  talte.  Boerhaave  and  JViegleb  obtained  vo- 
latile alkali  from  it.  As  an  antifcorbutic,  it  is 
much  inferior  to  fcurvy-grafs.  It  is  eaten  raw  as  a 
fallad  herb.  By  boiling,  its  aromatic  and  other 
properties  are  deftroyed.  The  expreffed  juice  is  an 
ingredient  in  the  Succus  Cochlearia  compofitus  of 
the  London  and  Edinburgh  pharmacopoeias. 

/ • f' » f t . - v JR ' ■ : . ; 

Spinacia  oleracea.  Spinage.  This  herb  is 
infipid,  and  affords  little  nourilhment.  It  is  apt  to 
occafion  colic. 


B.  ROOTS. 
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B.  ROOTS.  [Radices'). 

Allium  ajcalonicum  (Cepa  afcalonica).  The 
Shallot. 

Cepa  (Cepa).  The  Onion. 

Porrum  (Porrum).  The  Leek. 

'Jativum  (Allium).  Garlic. 

Scorodoprafum  (Scorodoprafum).  Roc- 

cambole. 

All  thefe  different  fpecies  of  allium  coincide  in 
their  general  properties.  The  Shallot,  Garlic , and 
Roccambole , are  too  acrid  to  be  ufed  otherwife  than 
in  lmall  quantities,  by  way  of  fauce  or  condiment ; 
but  the  Onion  and  Leek,  when  deprived  of  their 
acrimony  by  boiling,  become  confiderably  nutritive. 
Both  are  common  ingredients  in  broths  and  por- 
ridge , and  the  roafted  onion  is  a favourite  food 
with  many  people.  The  onion  and  leek  are  diu- 
recic  and  expe&orant ; and  on  thefe  accounts  they 
are  often  recommended  as  articles  of  diet  to  drop- 
fical  and  afthmatic  patients. 

. Beet.  The  root  of  this  plant 

•S  very  fucculent,  and,  according  to  the  experiments 

cugraaf,  yields  a faccharine  matter.  It  is 
confiderablv  nutritive 

e3 
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Brassica  Rapa  (Rapum).  The  Turnip.  The 
different  fpecies  of  this  vegetable,  whether  the  root  be 
round  or  oblong,  white  or  yellow,  afford  a light  and 
wholefome  nourifhment.  When  the  roots  are  well 
boiled,  they  feldom  occafion  flatulence.  The  expreffed 
juice  is  of  a mucilaginous  demulcent  nature,  and  is 
prefcribed  by  Rofenjiein  and  Van  Swieten  in  hoarfe- 
neffes  and  phthifical  cafes. 

Cichorium  Intybus.  Succory.  The  wild  plant 
is  confiderablv  more  bitter  than  the  cultivated  one. 

s % 

The  frefh  root  is  put  into  broths  and  decodtions, 
and  the  young  herb  is  eaten  in  fallads.  The  roots, 
dried  and  roafted,  are  very  generally  ufed  in  Ger- 
many as  a fubftitute  for  coffee.  In  fome  of  the 
foreign  pharmacopoeias,  there  is  a Syrupus  de  Cicho - 
reo  cum  Rheo , intended  as  a laxative  for  infants. 
But  an  infufion  of  rhubarb  alone,  fweetened  with 
fugar,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  is  a more  Ample,  is 
in  other  refpedts  a much  better  preparation. 

Cochlearia  Armoracia.  (Raphanus  rufti- 
canus).  Horfe-radifh.  This  warm  pungent  root 
is  much  ufed  as  a condiment.  It  prevents  flatu- 
lence, and  promotes  digeftion.  Its  medicinal  pro- 
perties will  be  noticed  in  another  place. 


Convolvulus 
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Convolvulus  IZalatcis*  Spanifh  Potato?.  In 
alimentary  properties  this  root  agrees  with  the  com- 
mon potatoe.  It  is,  however,  lefs  palatable  on 
account  of  its  fweetnefsj  and,  upon  the  whole,  is 
perhaps  not  fo  proper  as  a principal  and  conftant 
article  of  food,  as  the  folanum  tuberofum;  which 


Thefe  roots,  when  well  boiled  or  roafted,  are 
very  mealy  and  nutritious.  They  refemble  the 
potatoe ; but  are  much  fweeter,  and  confequently 
to  European  palates  not  fo  pleafant.  They  confti- 
tute  the  chief  food  of  the  Negroes  in  the  Weft 
Indies. 

Daucus  Carota . The  Carrot.  This  root, 
abounds  in  a mucilaginous,  faccharine  juice.  It  is 
confiderably  nutritive  ; and  when  fufficiently  boiled, 
as  little  flatulent  as  moil  of  the  efculent  roots. 
When  eaten  freely,  it  proves  laxative. 


,ee. 


Dioscorea, 


Helianthus  t.uber ojus.  Jerufalem  Artichoke. 
The  knots  or  tubercles  of  thefe  roots,  when  baked, 

E 4 roafted. 
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roafted,  or  boiled,  become  perfectly  mealy,  like 
potatoes.  They  are  rather  Tweeter  than  thefe  laft; 
but  are  quite  as  whokfome  and  nutritious,  and  may 
on  all  occafions  be  ufed  in  their  ftead.  See  an  Enu- 
meration of  the  Principal  Vegetables  that  may  be 
fubftituted  in  place  of  Wheat  and  other  Bread- Corn. 
Lond.  1796. 

Jatropha  manihot.  Bitter  CafTada. 

Jatropha  Janipha.  Sweet  Calfada.  It  is 
from  the  roots  of  thefe  fhrubby  plants,  that  the  fub- 
jfance  called  Tapioca  is  prepared.  It  abounds  in 
mucilage,  and  is  highly  nutritious.  As  it  is  fup- 
porting  without  being  heating,  it  is,  like  fago,  a 
proper  article  of  diet  for  the  Tick  and  convalefcent. 

Orchis  mqfcula . Salep.  It  is  from  the  root 
of  this  and  other  fpecies  of  this  genus,  that  the 
fweetifh,  mucilaginous,  and  highly  nutritive  pow- 
der, called  Salep , is  prepared.  The  pottage  or 
decodtion  made  from  it,  is  a valuable  article  of  diet 
for  the  fick  and  infirm.  It  is  particularly  ufeful  in 
cafes  of  hedtic  fever  and  phthifis  ; in  large  figu- 
rations ; after  amputations,  &c.  in  which  it  affords 
a light  and  mild  aliment.  By  virtue  of  its  mucila- 
ginous properties,  it  is  ferviceable  in  difeafes  of 
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the  urinary  paflages,  viz.  in  dyfury,  flrangury,  gra- 
vel and  ftone,  &c.  and  alfo  in  Tome  affections  of 
the  internal  canal,  fuch  as  diarrhea,  and  dyfentery. 

Pastinaca fativa.  Parfnep.  This  root  is  very 
nutritious,  but  many  people  cannot  bear  it  on  ac- 
count of  its  peculiar  fweet  flavour.  Weikard  relates 
that  the  root  becomes  poilbnous,  if  it  is  fuffered  to 
remain  in  the  ground  throughout  the  winter. 

Raphanus  fativus.  The  Raddifh.  Of  this 
there  are  feveral  forts,  differing  in  the  colour  and 
fhape  of  the  roots.  All  of  them  are  warm  and 
acrid  to  the  tafte.  They  abound  in  water,  afford 
little  nourifhment,  and  in  many  conftitutions  pro- 
duce flatulence  and  indigeftion. 

Scorzonera  hifpanica.  Viper’s-grafs.  Muci- 
laginous and  nightly  nourifhing. 

Sium  Sifarum.  The  Skirret.  This  root,  as 
appears  from  the  experiments  of  Marggraf \ abounds 
in  faccharine  matter.  It  is  confiderably  nutritive, 
and,  when  boiled,  readily  digeflible. 

Solan  um  tuber  of um.  The  Potatoe.  Except- 
ing the  cerealia,  few  vegetables  are  fo  univerfally 

ufed 
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ufed  as  this.  As  an  article  of  fuftenance,  the 
potatoe  has  two  excellent  recommendations,  it 
is  palatable,  and  may  be  cultivated  at  little  ex- 
pence. Hence  it  becomes  admirably  fuited  to 
the  poor.  The  potatoe  contains  a large  quantity 
of  farinaceous  and  amylaceous  matter,  and  when 
of  a good  quality,  and  properly  boiled  or  roafted, 
affords  a wholefome,  digeftible  food,  little  liable 
to  produce  flatulence.  It  is  only  when  their  pro- 
perties have  been  altered  by  growing  in  a bad  foil, 
and  by  being  badly  preferved,  or  when  they  have 
been  eaten  to  excefs,  that  potatoes  have  proved  un- 
wholefome.  Blane  and  Gillejpie  gave  raw  potatoes 
to  l'ome  fcorbutic  failors  with  good  effect. 

'y+Li.  ‘ i ...  ‘ ; . M ■ . ' . i 

Tragopogon  poirifolium.  Salfafi.  This  root 
contains  afweetifh  milky  juice.  In  its  general  pro- 
perties, it  refembles  the  fcorzonera,  and  like  it, 
is  but  flightly  nutritious.  Both  the  one  and  the 
other  might  be  readily  difpenfed  with. 

C.  FRUITS  (Fruftus). 

Artocarpus  incifa,  The  Bread  Fruit.  The 
fruit  of  this  tree,  which  may  be  faid  to  furpafs  all 
other  vegetables  in  point  of  immediate  utility  (as  it 
requires  fo  little  pains  in  refpeft  both  of  its  culture 

and 


59 


ClaJsL  ALIMENTARY  SUBSTANCES. 

and  preparation  for  food)  is  ufed  while  it  is  yet 
green,  in  which  ftate  it  is  roafted  till  the  outfide 
becomes  fcorched  and  black.  The  outer  pait  is 
then  rafped  off,  and  the  inner  part,  which  is  foft  and 
white,  like  the  crumb  of  new  bread,  is  ufed  for 
food.  It  is  very  wholefome  and  nutritious  ; but  in 
tafte  comes  nearer  to  a fweet  potatoe  or  Jerufalem 
artichoke,  than  to  wheaten  bread. 

Berberis  vulgaris.  The  Barberry.  The  ber- 
ries of  this  fhrub  abound  in  an  acid,  which  Retzius 
and  S cheek  found  to  coincide  in  many  of  its  proper- 
ties with  the  acid  of  tamarinds.  With  the  addition 
of  fugar,  it  forms  an  agreeable  fweetmeat.  In 
fome  of  the  foreign  pharmacopoeias,  we  find  the 

following  preparations  from  this  fruit,  viz.  (i)  Sy- 

rupus  Berherum  (2)  Rob  Berberum , and  (3)  Rotul<e' 
vel  Frochifci  Berberum.  The  laft  are  ufed  to  allay 
thirft. 

Bromelia  Ananas.  The  Pine  Apple.  On  ac- 
count  of  the  delicate  quick  poignancy  of  its  juice, 
this  fruit  (to  ufe  the  words  of  the  Reverend  Dr. 
Milne , Author  of  two  ufeful  works,  the  Botanical 
Dittionary  and  Indigenous  Botany)  deferves  the 
appellation  it  has  univerfally  obtained  of  King  of 
Fruits.  Yet  we  have  known  its  poignant  acid 
juice,  howfoever  grateful  its  tafte  and  fragrant  its 

odour, 
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odour,  to  difagree  with  many  people  ; and  Plenk 
remarks,  on  what  authority  we  know  not,  that  it 
is  deemed  hurtful  to  pregnant  women. 

The  fruits  of  feme  other  fpecies  of  this  genus, 
fuch  as  the 

Bromelia  Pinguin  ; and 

Karat  as  > are  likewife  edible;  but, 

on  account  of  their  greater  acidity,  in  much  fmaller 
quantities  than  the  Pine  Apple.  Their  jfharp  juice, 
diluted  with  water,  is  ufed  as  a refrigerant  in  fevers 
in  the  Weft  Indies. 

Brosimum  Alicajirum.  The  Bread  Nut.  The 
boiled  fruit  of  this  tree  has  frequently  been  the  fup- 
port  of  the  Negroes  and  poorer  fort  of  the  white 
people  in  times  of  fcarcity.  It  is  a wholefome  and 
not  unpleafant  food.  When  roafted  it  eats  fome- 
thing  like  Chefnuts.  See  Browne's  Natural  Hiftory 
of  J amaica. 

Citrus  Aurantium  (Aurantium).  The  China 
Orange  and  Seville  Orange.  Thejuice  ofthefirft, 
or  China  Orange>  is  mucilaginous,  fweet,  and  fub- 
acid.  It  is  exceedingly  pleafant,  cooling,  and  nu- 
tritious. It  is  powerfully  antifcorbutic,  and  is  very 

ferviceable 
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ferviceable  in  many  fevers,  efpecially  in  thofe  that 
are  of  a bilious  nature.  The  bitter  efiential  oil 
which  refides  in  the  rind,  is  a fine  aromatic.  The 
juice  of  the  Seville  Orange  is  rough,  four,  and  fome- 
what  bitter  ; it  is  lefs  palatable,  but  more  fto- 
machic,  as  well  as  more  antifeptic,  than  the  juice 
of  the  former.  Hence,  in  bilious  fevers,  dyfentery, 
&c.  it  is  preferable  to  the  other.  The  rind  of  this 
is  alio  more  aromatic  than  that  of  the  china  orange. 
The  peel  or  rind  of  the  Seville  orange  enters  into 
the  following  preparations  of  the  Britifh  pharma- 
copoeias, viz.  ( i ) Aqua  coriicis  Aurantlorum , Ph.  Ed. 
(2)  Conferva  Aurantii}  Ph.  Lond.  etEd.  (3)  Infu- 
fam  Gentian*  cbmpofitum,  Ph.  Lond.  et  Ed.  (4)  Spirt- 
tus  Raphani  compofitus , Ph.  Lond.  (5)  Syrupus  Au- 
rantii  corticis , Ph.  Lond.  et  Ed.  (6)  Ainftura  Au- 
rantii  coriicis,  Ph.  Lond.  (7)  Ain  Aura  Cinch  on*  com- 
pojita,  Ph.  Lond.  (8)  Ain  Aura  Gentian*  compofitat 
Ph.  Lond.  et  Ed.  And  the  juice  is  one  of  the  in- 
gredients in  the  (9)  Succus  Cochleari*  compofitus , 
Ph.  Lond.  et  Ed.  In  the  foreign  difpenfatories, 
an  efiential  oil  and  a fpirit  are  diftilled  from  the 
peel. 

Citrus  medica.  (Limon).  The  Lemon.  The 
juice  of  this  fruit  confifts  of  a peculiar  acid,  called 
the  citric  acid  (Scheele)  and  the  acid  of  fugar 
(JVeftrumb).  It  is  beft  concentrated  by  congela- 
tion ; 
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tion ; but  the  juice  muft  previoufly  (land  at  reft 
foi  fome  time,  to  allow  the  mucilaginous  parts  to 
fettle  at  the  bottom.  Lemon-juice,  diluted  with 
water  and  lweetened  with  fugar,  is  employed  to 
allay  thirft  in  ( i ) Febrile  diforders  ; to  correct  pu-  ' 
trefadionin  (2)  Putrid  fevers;  and  in  (3)  Scurvy 
(4)  Bilious  fevers  (5)  Dyfentery.  It  is  moreover 
like  all  other  acids  (6)  an  Antidote  againft  Vegetable 
Narcotic  Poifons,  and  efpecially  opium.  It  is  alfo 
ferviceable  in  cafes  in  which  noxious  fungi  have 
been  eaten.  It  is  a good  corrector  and  agreeable 
fauce  for  many  kinds  of  animal  food,  and  efpeci- 
ally fifh.  In  our  pharmacopoeias,  we  have  the 
(1)  Syrupus  Limonis  Jucci , and  (2)  Succus  Lima- 
nis  Jpijfatus.  The  peel  or  rind  is  one  of  the  in- 
gredients in  the  (3)  Infufum  Gentiana  compofituwy 
Ph  Lond.  et  Ed.  and  the  diftilled  oil  or  EJfence  en- 
ters into  the  compofition  of  the  (4)  Spirit  us  Ammo- 
nite compoJitus3  Ph.  Lond.  and  Spiritus  Ammonite  aro - 
Viaticus , Ph.  Ed. 

Cucumis  Melo.  (Melo).  The  Melon.  Of 
this  fruit  there  are  many  varieties,  differing  from 
each  other  in  the  firmnefs  and  fapidity  of  their 
flefihy  part.  They  all  abound  in  a watery,  faccha- 
rine juice;  and  are  accordingly  cooling  and  laxa- 
tive. If  eaten  too  freely,  they  are  apt  to  excite 
tormina  and  diarrhasa. 


Cucumis 
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Cucumis Jatims.  (Cucumis).  The  Cucum- 
ber. This  is  a watery,  mucilaginous  fruit.  In  its 

crude  date,  it  is  cold  upon  the  ftomach,  and  dif- 
ficultly foluble ; and  on  thefe  accounts,  when  it  is 
eaten  raw,  it  proves  very  hurtful  to  many  conftitu- 
tions.  When  ftewed,  it  affords  a light  and  whole- 
Tome  nourifhment. 

Ficus  Carica.  (Carica).  The  Fig.  The 
frefh  ripe  fruit  is  filled  with  a fweet  mucilaginous 
juice,  which  is  confiderably  nutritious.  The  fla- 
vour, however,  is  not  very  pleafant ; and  when 
fwallowed  too  freely,  it  diforders  the  ftomach  and 
bowels.  The  dried  fruit  is  more  palatable,  as  well 
as  more  nutritive.  It  is  an  ingredient  in  the  EleRu- 
arium  Senna,  Ph.  Load,  et  Ed.  and  in  the  DecoRum 
Hordei  cowpofitum , Ph.  Lond. 

Fragaria  vefca.  The  Strawberry.  A plea- 
fant, cooling,  wholefome  fruit.  Strawberries  are 
much  recommended  in  phthiflcal,  calculous,  and 
gouty  cafes. 

Mespilus  germanica.  The  Medlar.  This  fruit 
is  rough  and  aftringent.  It  is  not  edible  till  it  be- 
gins to  decay,  in  which  ftate  it  feems  to  undergo 
fomewhat  of  a vinous  fermentation,  and  thereby 

acquires  a rich  and  poignant  flavour  highly  agree- 
able 
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able  tc  many  palates.  In  this  ftate  it  is  a fufficiently 
wholefome  fruit. 

Morus  nigra.  The  Mulberry.  The  berries 
of  this  tree  have  apleafant  fubacid  tafte.  They  are 
cooling  and  laxative  j but  if  eaten  too  freely,  are 
apt  to  occafion  diarrhaea.  In  the  foreign  difpenfa- 
tories  there  is  a Rob  Mororum ; and  in  the  London 
pharmacopoeia  a Syrupus  mori. 

Musa  paradifiaca.  The  Plaintain  Tree.  The 
boiled  and  roafted  fruit  of  this  valuable  tree  is  much 
u fed  as  a fubftitute  for  bread  in  the  Weft  Indies  arid 
South  America.  It  is  very  nutritious,  and  is 
thought  to  anfwer  better  than  wheaten-  bread  or  In- 
dian corn  for  the  hard-labouring  Negroes.  The 
fruit  of  the 

Musa Japientum , or  Banana,  is  much  more  pa- 
latable than  that  of  the  preceding  lpecies.  The 
dried  pulp  of  this  fruit  is  often  ufed  in  the  Weft 
Indies  for  preparing  a refrelhing  beverage,  which  is 
made  by  diftolving  it  in  water. 

Phoenix  daffy  lifer  a . (Daflyli).  Dates.  The 
frefh  ripe  fruit  abounds  in  a fweet  mucilaginous 
juice,  and  is  very  nutritive.  The  dried  fruit  islefs 

fo. 
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fo.  For  a long  trafl  of  country  on  the  coaft  of 
Arabia,*  the  common  people  live  entirely  upon 
dates  and  falted  fifh.  The  unripe  fruit  is  a fatten- 
ing food  to  camels  and  other  animals.  A vinous 
liquor  and  ardent  fpirit  are  prepared  from  the  fruit 
fteeped  in  water.  In  their  medicinal  properties, 
dates  coincide  with  figs  and  raifins,  being  reckon- 
ed, like  them,  demulcent  and  pedtoral.  They  en- 
ter into  fome  of  the  officinal  preparations  of  the 
foreign  pharmacopoeias  ; but  have  no  place  in  ours. 
They  may'  well  be  difpenfed  with,  figs  being. prefer- 
able for  every  pharmaceutical  purpoiie. 

Prunus  Armerdaca . (Malum  Armeniacum). 
The  Apricot.  When  thoroughly  ripe,  a fweet,  nu- 
tritious, and  not  unwholefomefruit. 

Prunus  demejlica.  The  Plum.  Of  this  fruit 
there  are  numerous  varieties.  They  rank  among 
the  frudtus  acido  dulces.  When  perfectly  mature, 
they  are  pleafantand  fomewhat  nutritive  ; but  they 
readily  ferment  on  the  ftomach,  and  when  eaten  too 
freely,  are  apt  to  occafion  flatulence,  tormina,  and 
diarrhsea.  The  dried  fruit  of  the  variety  called 
Brignola , Pruneola  vel  Prunella  (French  Prunes)  is 
a gentle  laxative  j and  is  an  ingredient  in  the  Elec- 
tuarium  Senna  of  our  pharmacopoeias. 
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Prunus  Cerajns.  (Cerafus).  The  Cherry. 
The  juice  of  all  the  different  varieties  of  this  fruit, 
is  very  palatable  and  fomewhat  nutritive  ; but  the 
flefhy  or  pulpy  part,  and  efpecially  the  fkins,  are 
heavy  and  indigeftible.  Thofe  cherries  are  the 
wholefomeft  which  have  the  foftefl  and  leaf!:  flefhy 
pulp.  In  general,  it  may  be  remarked  of  this 
fruit,  that  it  fhould  be  eaten  fparingly.  People, 
and  efpecially  young  people,  fhould  be  cautious 
not  to  fwallow  the  flones,  concerning  which  it  is  a 
miftaken  notion  among  many,  that  they  promote 
the  digeflion  of  the  pulp.  Dangerous  obftrubtions 
of  the  bowels  have  frequently  been  the  confequence 
of  this  miftake.  The  Aqua  ceraforum  in  the  foreign 
pharmacopoeias,  is  a trifling  preparation  ; and  the 
Syrupus  cerajorum  and  Rob  ceraforum  of  thofe  dif- 
penfatories,  have  no  advantage  whatever  over  any 
of  the  other  acidulous  fyrups  and  infpiffated  juices. 

Pu n ic a Granatum.  (Malum  feu  Pomum  Gra- 
natum).  The  Pomegranate.  The  red  fucculent 
pulp  within  this  fruit  is  cooling,  and  of  a pleafant 
acidity,  not  very,  unlike  to  that  oflimes  or  oranges. 
It  affords  little  nourifhment.  Of  the  medicinal 
properties  of  the  other  parts  of  the  pomegranate, 
notice  will  be  taken  hereafter. 


Pyrus, 
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Pyrus  communis.  (Pyrus  hortenfis).  The 
Pear.  Of  this  fruit  there  are  upwards  of  one  hun- 
dred varieties.  Pears  are,  for  the  mod  part,  a 
wholefome,  refrefhing  fruit ; yet  they  prove  cold, 
and  fometimes  occafion  flatulency  in  thofe  who 
have  weak  domachs.  The  baked  is  more  falutary 
than  the  raw  fruit.  The  exprefled  juice,  fubjecded  to 
fermentation,  yields  the  vinous  liquor  called  Perry 
(Pyraceum)  which,  when  kept  to  a proper  age, 
and  of  a good  quality,  is  a very  wholefome  be- 
verage. 

Pyrus  Cydonia . (Cydonium  malum).  The 
Quince.  This  fruit  is  not  eatable  in  its  crude  date. 
An  elegant  fweetmeat,  called  Marmalade  (Miva 
cydoniorum)  is  prepared  from  it,  by  baking  it 
with  a proper  quantity  of  fugar. 

Pyrus  Malus . (Pomum  feu  Malum  hortenfe). 
The  Apple.  Of  this  fruit  there  are  many  varieties. 
Both  the  four  and  the  fweet  are  very  palatable  and 
fufficiently  falutary.  In  the  crude  date,  they  fome- 
times produce  flatulence  and  acidity,  which  incon- 
veniencies  are  prevented  by  having  them  baked  or 
boiled.  They  are  then  more  wholefome  and  more 
nutritive.  The  vinous  liquor,  called  Cyder  (Po- 
maceum)  is  prepared  from  the  exprefled  juice  of 
this  fruit. 

F 2 
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Ribes  GroJJnlaria.  (Grcffularia).  The  Goofe- 
berry.  A cooling,  palatable  fruit.  Eaten  too 
freely,  it  gripes  and  purges. 

Ribes  nigrum.  The  Black  Currant.  A plea- 
iant,  cooling,  fubacid  fruit.  The  fkin  or  hulk 
iliould  always  be  rejefted,  as  it  is  very  indigeftible. 
In  the  London  pharmacopoeia,  there  is  the  Succus 
ribis  nigri \ fpijfatus , and  the  Syrupus  ribis  nigri. 

Ribes  rubrum.  The  Red  Currant.  Similar  in 
mod  refpefts  to  the  preceding. 

Rosa  canina.  (Cynofbatum).  The  Hip. 
This  fruit  is  ufed  chiefly  as  a fweetmeat.  In  our 
pharmacopoeias,  the  only  preparation  from  it  is 
the  Conferva  cynofbali. 

Rub  us  idaus.  The  Rafpberry.  A pleafant, 
cooling,  wholefome  fruit.  It  is  much  infefted  with 
grubs,  the  larvae  of  different  infedts,  which  fhould 
be  carefully  picked  out,  as  they  are  apt  to  produce 
mifchief  when  fwallowed.  The  Syrupus  rubi  idai 
of  the  Lond.  Ph.  is  an  elegant  preparation. 

Vaccinium  Myrtillus . (Myrtillus).  The 

Bilberry. 
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Vaccinium  Oxycoccos.  (Oxycoccos).  The 
Cranberry. 


Vaccinium  Vitis-idaa.  (Vitis-idaea).  Red 
Whortle-  berries. 

The  berries  of  all  thefe  fpecies  of  vaccinium 
have  a pleafanc  acidity,  accompanied  with  fome 
degree  of  aftringency.  Cranberries  baked  with  a 
proper  quantity  of  fugar,  make  an  agreeable  fweet- 
meat.  It  is  faid  that  the  berries  of  the  vacciniun: 
myrtillus  are  much  employed  in  Germany  an 
other  parts  of  the  Continent,  for  giving  a colou» 
and  roughnefs  to  the  new  white  wines,  which  are 
thereby  (with  the  help  of  a little  alum)  made  to 
pafs  for  genuine  red  wines. 


Vitjs  vinifera . The  Grape.  The  varieties  of 

the  vine  are  exceedingly  numerous.  In  general, 
tne  ripe  fruit  is  cooling,  antifeptic,  and  nutritious, ; 
and  when  eaten  in  confiderable  quantity,  diuretic 
and  gently  laxative.  Hence  in  the  wine  countries, 
frefn  grapes  fupply  the  place  of  mineral  waters! 
The  lldns  or  hulks,  and  the  feeds  or  Hones,  are  in- 
digeftible,  and  fhould  always  be  rejected.  The 
freili  fruic  is  very  ferviccable  in  dyfentery  ( Zimmer - 
man  on  the  Dyfentery)  ^nd  according  to  Moore 
(view  of  Society  and  Manners  in  Italy,  Vol.  II. 

^ 3 Letter 
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Letter  62)  in  pulmonary  conlumption.  In  bilious 
and  putrid  fevers,  frefh  ripe  grapes  are  much  to  be 
recommended.  Raiftns  (Uvae  paffie.  Paffulac 
iolis.  Paffulse  majores)  and  Currants  (Paffulae  mi- 
notes,  the  fruit  of  the  Vitis  Apyrena)  are  ripe  grapes 
dried  in  the  fun.  They  are  more  laxative  and  lefs 
cooling  than  the  frefh  fruit.  The  Uvas  paffae  are 
efteemed  pefloral  and  ftomachic,  and  enter  into  the 
Decoblum  Hordei  compofitum , the  Tinblura  Cardamomi 
compofita  and  R inblur  a Senna , Ph.  Lond. 

It  is  well  known  that  all  the  different  kinds  of 
Wine  (Vinum)  properly  fo  called,  are  prepared 
from  the  fermented  juice  of  this  fruit.  Mufi 
(Muftum)  is  the  exprelfed,  unfermented  juice. 
Vinegar  (Acetum)  is  the  juice  converted  into  an 
acid,  by  paffing  from  the  vinous  into  the  acetous 
fermentation.  Spirit  of  Wine  (Spiritus  vinofus)  is 
alkohol  or  ardent  fpirit  obtained  from  wine  and 
other  fermented  liquors,  by  diftillation.  Of  wine 
and  ardent  fpirit,  further  notice  will  be  taken  when 
we  come  to  treat  of  Drinks. 


D.  SEEDS.  (Semina). 

Amygdalus  communis.  (Amygdalae).  The 
Almond.  Of  this  there  are  feveral  varieties  ; but 

what  U 
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what  we  lhall  here  remark,  applies  only  to  th zfweet 
almonds  (Amygdala:  dulces).  Theft  kernels  are 
pleafantly  flavoured  and  nutritious.  They  are  lo 
rich  in  oil,  that  it  conftitutes  nearly  half  then- 
weight.  On  this  account  they  prove  heavy,  and 
not  very  digeftible,  when  eaten  in  conflderable  quan- 
tity, elpecially  if  they  have  not  been  well  preferved, 
and  the  oil  has  become  rancid  ; but  when  taken  in 
moderate  quantity,  and  duly  broken  down  by  maf- 
tication,  they  are  fufficiently  wholefome.  A he 
flein  or  hulk  which  invelops  the  kernel,  Ihould  al- 
ways be  carefully  peeled  off,  as  it  contains  an  aciid 
matter,  which  by  its  irritation  excites  coughing, 
and  by  reafon  of  its  infolubility  in  the  ftomach, 
produces  opprefiion  and  heart-buin.  Sweet  al- 
monds are  ufed  in  a great  variety  of  confectionary, 
and  fometimes  in  foups.  The  officinal  prepara- 
tions from  them  in  our  pharmacopoeias,  are  the 
lac  and  oleum  amygdala. 

Anacardium  occidentale.  The  Cafhew-nut. 
The  kernels  contained  within  the  kidney- lhaped 
nuts  of  this  tree,  are  fweet  and  palatable,  and 
agree  in  their  alimentary  properties  with  almonds 
and  the  reft  of  the  nuces  oleofas. 

Avena  fativa.  Oats.  In  the  northern  parts  of 
Europe,  this  grain  is  the  principal  fubfiftence  of 

E 4 i-  the 
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the  inhabitants.  The  meal  is  made  into  thin,  flat 
cakes  (panis  avenaceus)  which  are  baked  or  roafted. 
Thefe  oat-cakes  have  a bitter  dry  tafte,  which  at 
firft  is  difagreeable,  but  which  by  time  and  ufage, 
becomes  pleafant  and  grateful.  Groats , or  oats, 
freed  from  the  hulks  (avena  excorticata)  are  much 
ufed  in  making  broths,  puddings,  &c.  They  are 
wholefome,  and  gently  laxative.  Gruel  (Decoftum 
avenae)  is  prepared  by  boiling  either  the  meal  or 
groats,  for  a proper  length  of  time,  in  water.  It 
is  moderately  nutritive,  demulcent,  and  aperient. 
Sooins.  Prepared  by  letting  oatmeal  and"  water 
ltand  together  till  the  liquor  becomes  acidulous, 
when  it  is  poured  off  and  boiled  to  a jelly.  Pringle 
and  Blane  relate,  that  in  feveral  inftances  the  fcurvy 
has  been  prevented  and  cured  by  this  preparation 
alone. 

Cocos  nucifera . The  Cocoa-nut.  The  white 
kernel  of  the  freih  nut  is  palatable  and  nutritious, 
and  the  liquor  contained  in  the  fhell  is  a cooling 
wholefome  beverage  to  the  inhabitants  of  thofe 
fultry  climates  where  the  tree  grows.  See  Drinks. 

Coffea  arabica,;  Coffee.  See  Drinks. 


Corylus 
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Corylus  Avsllana.  (Avellana).  The  Filbert. 
Like  the  almond,  the  kernels  of  this  nut  abound  in 
oil.  When  frefh,  and  well  mafticated,  they  are  not, 
in  moderate  quantity,  unwholefome  j but  if  they 
are  fwallowed  without  being  fufficiently  chewed, 
and  in  large  quantities,  they  opprefs  the  ftomach, 
and  bring  on  obftruftions  of  the  bowels.  The  fkin 
ftiould  always  be  carefully  peeled  off  before  they 
are  eaten. 

Fagus  Caftanea.  (Caftanea).  The  Chefnut. 
Lefs  oily  and  more  farinaceous  than  the  preceding 
nuts.  The  raw  fruit  is  not  readily  diffolved 
in  the  ftomach  ; but  when  properly  foftened  by 
roafting,  it  is  rendered  fufficiently  light  and  nutri- 
tive. In  both  ftates  the  fruit  is  fomewhat  aftrin- 
gent. 

Hordeum  vulgare.  Barley.  To  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Alps,  and  fome  of  the  northern  parts 
of  Europe,  this  grain  is  the  principal  article  of 
fuftenance.  Yet  the  meal  itfelfis  not  quite  fo  nutri- 
tive as  that  of  fome  other  forts  of  corn.  ( i ) Barley  - 
bread  (panis  hordeaceus)  has  a fweetiffi,  not  un- 
pleafant  tafte,  but  is  vifcid  and  not  readily  digefted. 

(2)  Pearl  Barley  (hordeum  perlatum,  hordeum 
excorticatum).  tiled  in  broths.  It  has  been  cuf- 

tomary 


74 


ALIMENTARY  SUBSTANCES.  Cldfs  I. 

ternary  to  employ  the  right,  viz.  decorticated  feeds 
only  for  making  broths  ; but  according  to  the  late 
valuable  experiments  of  Count  Rumfcrd  (Effays  on 
feeding  the  Poor,  1796)  the  entire  or  rough  feeds 
of  the  common  barley  may  be  ufed  for  this  pur- 
pofe  with  equal,  if  not  greater,  advantage.  It  is 
only  neceffary  to  continue  the  boiling  longer.  Such 
a deco&ion  is  highly  nutritious.  The  decoftion  of 
pearl  barley  (decodlum  hordei,  aqua  hordeata)  is  a 
common  drink  in  febrile  diforders.  Various  additions 
may  be  made  to  it,  fuch  as  lemon-juice,  cream  of 
tartar,  wine,  raifins,  milk,  &c.  according  as  circum- 
ftances  require. 

(3)  Barley  Sugar  (faccharum  hordeatum)  is 
prepared  by  difiolving  fugar  in  barley-water,  and 
evaporating  the  folution  to  the  point  of  cryflalliza- 
tion.  It  is  given  in  coughs  and  hoarfeneffes,  efpe- 
cially  to  children. 

(4)  Malt  (Maltum  vel  Malta)  is  barley  made 
to  germinate,  and  afterwards  dried.  Wort  (infu- 
fum  malti)  is  recommended  by  Macbride  as  an 
antifcorbutic,  and  has  been  found  ferviceable  by 
other  padtitioners  in  various  cafes,  as  fhall  be  no- 
ticed hereafter. 

(5)  Various  kinds  of  Beer  (cerevifia)  of  which 
an  account  will  be  found  under  the  title  of  Drinks. 

JuGLANS 
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Juglans  regia.  The  Walnut.  (Nux juglans). 
The  kernel  of  the  ripe  fruit  is  highly  palatable  and 
nutritious.  It  fhould  be  well  peeled  before  it  is 
eaten,  as  the  Ikin  which  invefts  it  is  bitter,  acrid, 
and  aftringent.  The  green,  unripe  fruit,  fteeped 
in  vinegar,  is  one  of  our  moft  fapid  and  leaft  un- 
wholefome  pickles. 

Oryz  A Jativa.  Rice.  This  grain  is  the  com- 
mon fuftenance  of  many  nations  of  the  Eaft.  It 
contains  a light  and  very  foluble  mucilage,  and  does 
not  become  acefcent  fo  readily  as  the  other  kinds  of 
grain  ; confequently  it  is  net  fo  apt  to  occafion  fla- 
tulency. It  is  commonly  fuppofed  to  poflefs  a dry- 
ing and  aftringent  quality,  and  hence  is  recom- 
mended in  diarrhaea  and  dyfentery.  It  has,  how- 
ever, no  real  aftringency,  and  its  effects,  as  fuch,  in 
thq  cafes  juft  mentioned,  are  entirely  owing  to  the 
light  and  not  readily  fermentable  mucilage  which 
it  contains.  It  may  be  ufed,  like  pearl  barley  or 
groats,  in  broths  and  decodlions  but  its  greateft 
confumption  is  in  puddings  and  ftews.  It  appears 
from  the  experiments  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
that  it  may  be  very  advantageoufly  mixed  with 
wheat  flour  for  the  compofition  of  bread.  The 
proportions  for  this  purpofe,  fhould  be  three  parts 
wheat  flour  and  one  part  rice  meal.  The  weak- 
nefs  of  fight  and  blindnefs  to  which  the  Chinefe 
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are  rcmarkabI7  llable>  have  been  afcribed  by  molt 
travellers  to  the  frequent  ufe  of  hot  rice  ; but  we  are 
at  a lots  to  conceive  in  what  refpefts  boiled  can 
enter  from  unboiled  rice,  except  in  temperature 
and  loftnefs,  two  circumftances  which  tend  to  ren- 
der it  more  digeftible.  The  true  fource  ofdifor- 
dered  vifion,  fo  common  among  that  luxurious  peo- 
p'e.is  to  be  fought  for  in  the  abufe  of  venery,  joined 

to  the  abufe  of  tea,  fpices,  and  other  narcotics  and 
aromatics. 

P a n i c u m ltdicum. 

■ miliaceum.  Millet.  (Milium).  The 

decorticated  feeds  of  both  thefe  lpecies,  and  the 
meal  or  flour  prepared  from  them,  are  much  ufed 
as  articles  of  food  in  Italy,  France,  and  Spain  ; and 
alfo  in  fome  parts  of  Germany.  In  thofe  countries, 
they  boil  the  millet-flour  with  water  or  milk,  f0  as 
to  form  a thick  pottage,  which  is  very  nouriffiino-, 
and  by  no  means  unpalatable.  It  is  alfo  made  into 
puddings  and  cakes,  which  are  eaten  with  butter, 
and  fometimes  with  wine.  In  fome  parts  of  Italy, 
and  particularly  in  Lombardy,  it  is  made  into  bread, 
which,  however,  foon  becomes  dry  and  ftale,  and 
is  digefted  with  difficulty. 

Phaseolus  vulgaris.  The  Kidney-bean.  The 
fruit  of  this  leguminous  plant  is  eaten  in  two  dif- 
ferent 
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ferent  ftates,  viz.  the  pods  (with  the  feeds)  while 
they  are  yet  tender  and-  green,  and  the  feeds  after 
they  are  perfectly  ripe.  In  both  cafes  they  are  pre- 
pared for  the  table  by  boiling.  The  young  green 
pods  are  palatable,  little  liable  to  create  flatulency, 
but  not  very  nourifhing.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
ripe  feeds  are  confiderably  nutritive,  agreeing,  in 
this  refpedt,  with  ripe  peafe,  but,  like  them,  fome- 
what  flatulent. 

Pistacia  vera.  The  Piftacia-nut.  Agrees 
with  the  almond  in  its  alimentary  properties,  but 
is  fofter  and  confiderably  more  digeftible  than  it. 

i*  ‘ 1 * ' ' ' r A ■ - i 

Pisum  fativum.  The  Pea.  Green,  tender 
and  frefh  peafe,  are  a wholefome  and  light  food. 
When  full  grov/n  and  dried,  they  afford  a ftrong 
nutriment.  When  triturated  with  water,  they 
yield  a fort  of  emulfion.  In  many  places  the  meal 
obtained  from  them  is  made  into  bread,  which, 
however,  without  a large  admixture  of  wheat-flour, 
is  hard,  heavy,  and  unpalatable.  By  fteeping  the 
peafe-meal  in  water,  the  harfh  flavour  is  (as  we 
are  informed  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture)  taken 
off,  fo  that  when  mixed  with  wheat- flour,  the  tafte 
is  hardly  to  be  perceived.  We  are  further  told, 
from  the  fame  authority,  that  peafe-meal,  by  being 

boiled 
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boiled  previous  to  being  mixed  with  wheaten- 
flour,  incorporates  more  eafily  with  that  article, 
and  probably  is  much  wholefomer  than  otherwife  it 
would  be.  Yet,  after  all,  peafe  are  fcarcely  fit  to 
be  manufabtured  into  bread,  and  fhould  therefore 
never  be  employed  for  this  purpofe  when  better 
materials  can  be  had. 

i 

Polygonum  Fagopyrum.  Buckwheat.  ('Fa- 
gopyrum.  Frumentum  faracenicum).  The  feeds 
of  this  plant,  though  not  fo  nutritious  as  wheat, 
rye,  and  fome  other  grain,  are  neverthelefs  proper 
for  the  fupport  of  man.  They  are  much  ufed  in 
Brittany,  where  they  are  made  into  cakes.  The 
method  employed  for  this  purpofe  in  France,  is 
defcribed  in  the  Account  of  Experiments  on  the 
Compofition  of  Bread,  by  the  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture. In  many  parts  of  the  Continent,  the  coun- 
try people  ufe  a decoflion  of  this  grain  to  flop 
diarrhasas  and  fluxes. 

Sec  ale  cere  ale.  Rye.  A very  common  bread 
corn  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  northern  parts  of 
Europe.  It  is  lefs  nutritive  than  wheat ; but  is  a 
fufficiently  fupporting  and  wholefome  grain,  except 
when  it  chances  to  be  corrupted  by  the  ergot,  fo 
called  by  the  French,  and  by  medical  writers  fecale 
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torniculatum  vel  cornutum,  & clavus  Jecalinus.  Rye, 
thus  vitiated,  has  been  accufed  by  feveral  refpe<fl> 
able  obfervers,  of  producing  a fatal  fpafmodic  dll- 
order  (known  to  Nofologifts  by  the  name  of  Ra- 
phania)  as  well  as  inflammation  and  mortification 
of  the  bowels,  and  fphacelation  of  the  extremities. 
(Scrim  Med.  Siles.  Satyr.  Salerne  Memoires  pre- 
fentes  a l’Acad.  des  Sciences.  Tijfot  Epift.  medico 
praft.  & Bergius  apud  Murray , V.  5).  This  ac- 
cufation  isftrongly  fupported  by  the  experiments  ot 
Scrinei,  Salerne , and  ^effier  (Maladies  des  grains. 
Paris,  1783)  who  killed  a number  of  poultry  and 
fome  fwine  by  feeding  them  with  it.  On  the  other 
hand,  Meffrs.  Model,  Pamentier  (Recreations  phy- 
fiques,  economiques  et  chymiques.  Palis,  1774) 
and  Schleger  (De  clavis  fecalinis.  Caflell,  1772) 
aflfert,  that  they  have  given  ergotted  rye  to  differ- 
ent brute  fubje&s,  without  perceiving  them  to  be 
difordered  by  it.  Some  of  them  even  ventuied  to 
eat  it  themfelves,  which  they  did  without  experienc- 
ing any  bad  effefts  from  it.  They  acknowledge, 
however,  that  in  feveral  or  tne  animals,  to  whom  it 
was  given,  it  occasioned  coftiveneis  and  diflention 
of  the  belly,  inconveniences  which  have  been  ob- 
ferved  to  arife  from  its  ufe  among  the  country  peo- 
ple in  Sweden  (tVahlin  in  the  Swediiin  T ranfa>flions). 

In 
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In  whatever  way  thefe  contradictory  accounts 
may  be  reconciled,  we  cannot  help  thinking  with 
ProfefTor  Murray , that  alie  fccale  cornutum  is  very 
UnW  °fcfome  j and  that,  when  taken  into  the  body 
in  confiderable  quantity,  and  for  much  length  of 
time,  it  is  capable  of  producing  deleterious  effects  ; 
but,  that  when  mixed  with  large  proportions  of 
found  gram,  its  action  is  fo  far  blunted  and  re- 
trained, that  it  is  prevented  from  proving  materi- 
ally hurtful  i juft  as  metallic  falts  and  feme  other 
poifonous  matters  are  either  rendered  inert  or  de- 
prived of  moft  of  their  virulence  by  commixture  t 
with  mucilaginous  fluids  or  dilution  with  water. 
For  more  on  this  fubject,  fee  Phil.  Tranf.  Vol  55, 
p.  106.  Haller's  Difputationes  ad  morb.  Hift.  Vok 
4.  Linnai  Amasnitat.  Academ.  Vol.  6,  and  laftly, 
Pauhes  Hiftory  of  the  difeafe,  called  Raphania! 
pubiiihed  (in  the  German  tongue)  at  Gottino-en 
in  1782.  ’ 

( 1 ) Rye-bread.  (Fanis  fecalinus).  Is  of  a dark 
brown  colour,  and  readily  becomes  acefcenr,  on 
which  account  it  difagrees  with  weak  conftitutions, 
lying  heavy  on  the  ftomach,  and  producing  a loofe- 
nefs.  The  bon  pour  nickel,  or  pumper  nikel  of  the 
Germans,  is  made  of  rye-meal,  without  having 
the  bran  feparated  from  it.  It  is  digefted  very  dif- 
ficultly. 
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ficultly,  but  is  very  nutritious.  Rye-pottage.  (Pul- 
mentum  vel  jufculum  fecalinum)  is  faid  to  be  a 
uleful  article  of  diet  in  confumptive  cafes. 

Like  wheat  and  other  grain,  rye  may  be  made 
to  yield  a ftrong  fpirit,  or  brandy. 

Theobroma  Cacao.  The  Chocolate-nut.  The 
white  kernel  of  the  recent  nut  is  much  liked  and 
eaten  freely  in  both  Indies  j but  in  this  country,  we 
receive  it  manufactured  into  cakes,  after  being  roaft- 
ed,  ground  to  a powder,  and  mixed  up  with  fu- 
gar,  forming  what  is  called  Chocolate , for  which  fee 
Drinks. 

Triticum  ceftivum , hybernum>  Spelt  a.  Wheat. 
Spelt.  If  we  except  rice,  wheat  appears  to  be  the 
mod  nutritive  of  all  grain.  It  is  certainly  fuperior 
to  all  for  the  manufacture  of  bread.  Wheat  flour 
(farina  tritici)  is  refolvable  into  three  diitinct  parts, 
viz.  (i)  Starch  (amylum)  (2)  a mucilaginous  Jac- 
charine  matter  (principium  dulce  mucilaginofum) 
and  (3)  gluten.  The  two  firfl:  are  of  a vegetable 
nature,  whilft.  the  latter  poflefles  the  properties  of 
animal  fubftances,  being  fufceptible  of  the  putre- 
factive  fermentation,  and  yielding  volatile  alkali. 
This  vegeto-animal  matter  in  wheaten  flour,  was 
firfl:  difcovered  by  Beccari  in  1728,  and  defcribed  by 
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him  in  the  Commentaries  of  the  Academy  at  Bo- 
logna. Thefe  three  conftituent  parts  of  wheat 
flour  may  be  obtained  feparate,  by  taking  fome 
dough  and  wafhing  it  repeatedly  with  water,  till  it 
ceafes  to  render  the  water  milky  or  turbid.  What 
is  left  undiffolved  is  the  glutinous  part;  the  other 
two  ingredients  are  contained  in  the  water  employed 
in  wafhing  the  dough.  By  leaving  this  water  at 
reft,  the  ftarch  fettles  at  the  bottom,  while  the 
fweet  mucilaginous  principle  remains  fufpended 
alone,  and  is  eafily  ft p'a rated  by  evaporation.  A 
pound  of  wheat  flour,  treated  in  this  manner,  ge- 
nerally yields  about  four  ounces  of  gluten,  eleven 
ounces  two  drams  of  ftarch,  and  fix  drams  of  fac- 
charine  mucilaginous  matter. 

Wheaten-bread.  (Panis  triticeus).  The  moft 
perfect  of  all  bread.  It  has  long  been  a fubjeft  of 
controverfy  with  phyficians,  whether  bread  be  pro- 
per for  infants.  Numerous  authorities  might  be 
quoted  both  for  and  againft  its  ufe  in  early  life ; but  we 
do  not  think  it  worth  the  pradtitioner’s  while  to  be 
at  the  trouble  of  referring  to  all  that  has  been  writ- 
ten on  this  point,  concerning  which  it  may  fuffice 
to  fay,  that  for  the  firft  five  or  fix  months  after 
birth,  bread  is  little  fuited  to  the  digeftive  powers 
of  an  infant’s  ftomach,  and  will  therefore  feldom 

fail,  if  much  is  given,  to  produce  flatulence  and  , 

coftivenefs. 
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coftivenefs,  and  to  lay  the  foundation  for  mefenteric 
obftruftions  and  ricketty  affections  ; but,  that  after 
that  period,  and  efpecially  when  the  child  is  about 
a twelve  month  old,  a fparing  ufe  of  it  may  be  al- 
lowed, the  quantity  being  increafed  as  the  young 
fubjeCt  ufes  more  bodily  motion,  and  acquires 
ftrength.  What  is  here  faid  relates  to  children  na- 
turally flout  and  healthy  j where  the  reverfe  is  the 
cafe,  bread  ought  to  be  withheld  for  the  firft  eight 
or  ten  months.  The  proper  fubftitute  in  place  of 
it,  is  bifcuit-powder  in  fmall  quantities,  or  a well 
boiled  decoCtion  of  groats. 

InrelpeCt  to  adults,  it  may  be  remarked  that 
the  quantity  of  bread  which  they  confume,  fhould 
be  proportioned  to  the  age,  fex,  conflitution,  and 
mode  of  life.  Thus,  fuppofing  the  hardy  day-la- 
bourer to  require  2 lbs.  per  day,  1 lb.  fhould  fuffice 
for  the  man  who  lives  at  his  eafe  ; and  ftudious  and 
Jickly  perfons  fhould  not  eat  more  than  half  a 
pound  or  a quarter  of  a pound  in  the  fame  fpace  of 
time.  In  England  it  is  too  much  the  cuftom  to 
fwallow  more  bread  than  isneceflary. 

Bifcuit.  (Panis  bifcoCtus).  This,  in  equal 
quantities,  is  more  nutritive  than  bread.  It  is  alfo 
lighter,  and  lefs  liable  to  create  acidity  and  flatu- 
lence. • 
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Vermicelli , Macaroni , &c.  are  chiefly  compofed 
of  the  fine  flour  of  wheat,  and  are  confequently 
very  nutritious. 

Befides  Starchy  already  mentioned,  another  ar- 
tificial product  from  wheat,  is  ardent  fpirit,  or 
Brandy. 

Vicia  Fala.  The  broad  Bean.  The  green 
immature  feeds,  when  well  boiled,  are  a whole- 
fome  garden  fluff;  but  like  all  pulfe,  rather 
flatulent.  Concerning  the  meal  from  the  ripe  dried 
feeds,  the  fame  may  be  laid  of  it  that  has  been 
before  laid  refpe&ing  the  meal  from  peafe. 

Zea  Mays.  Maize.  Indian  Corn.  This 
fpecies  of  grain  is  the  ftaple  article  of  fuftenance  in 
North  America,  and  fome  parts  of  the  Weft  Indies. 

It  is  very  wholefome,  and  gently  laxative.  In  thofe 
countries,  and  in  the  Southern  part  of  Europe,  va- 
rious preparations  are  made  from  the  meal.  It  is 
cultivated  in  Italy,  where  it  is  made  into  cakes. 
The  celebrated  polenta  of  the  Italians  is  prepared 
from  maize. 

By  itfelf  the  meal  of  this  corn  does  not  rife  well 
into  bread  3 but  when  boiled  to  the  confiftency  of 

pafte,  j 
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pafte,  and  mixed  with  wheat  flour,  it  makes  ex- 
cellent loaves.  See  Account  of  Experiments  by 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  on  the  Compofition  of 
Bread.  Lond.  1795  j and  a pamphlet,  entitled 
Some  Information  on  Indian  Corn.  Lond.  1795. 

Like  all  other  grain,  it  may  be  made  to  yield  a 
fort  of  beer,  and  ardent  fpirit. 


Having  omitted  them  in  the  alphabetical  order, 
we  fhall  here  infert  the 

• 

Eestuca  flu.it ans.  Flote  Fefcue-grafs.  (Manna 
polonicum).  The  feeds  of  this  grafs  are  gathered 
yearly  in  Poland,  and  from  thence  carried  into  Ger- 
many and  fometimes  into  Sweden,  and  fold  under  the 
name  of  Manna  Seeds.  They  are  much  ufed  at  the 
tables  of  the  great,  on  account  of  their  nourifhing 
quality  and  agreeable  tafle.  See  £ tilling fleet's  Mif- 
cellanecus  Tradts. 

Holcus  Sorghum . Guinea  Corn.  (Melica). 
The  common  food  of  the  Negro-flaves  in  the  Weft 
Indies.  T hey  call  it  Guiarnot , and  make  it  into 
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pap,  puddings,  bread,  &c.  This  grain  is  very 
nourifiiing,  but  is  not  very  readily  diffolved  in  the 
ftomach,  and  is  fomewhat  conftipating — hence  it  is 
only  fit  for  thofe  who  lead  a laborious  and  a&ive 
life. 


The  following  fubftance  coincides  fo  much  in 
its  alimentary  properties  with  the  preceding  articles, 
that  it  readily  prefents  itfelf  to  be  noticed  under  the 
fame  head  with  them,  though  it  is  not  ftri&ly  one 
of  the  cerealia. 

Sago.  This  fubftance  is  prepared  from  the  pith 
of  a fpecies  of  Palm,  the  Cycas  Circinalis , or  Cycas 
revoluta.  ’It  is  an  inodorous,  infipid,  but  highly 
nutritious  mucilage.  To  make  it  palatable,  it  is 
cuftomary  to  add  to  it,  when  boiled  or  foftened  with 
hot  water,  fome  lemon-juice,  fugar,  and  wine.  It 
is  a common  article  of  diet  for  the  fick  and  conva- 
lefcent. 

E.  SEA-WEEDS.  {Alga). 

Lichen  ifiandicus.  Iceland,  or  Ernygo  leaved 
Liverwort.  (Mufcus  ifiandicus).  This  plant  is 
confiderably  mucilaginous  j and  when  deprived  of 

its 
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its  bitternefs  and  laxative  property,  by  maceration 
in  hot  water,  and  afterwards  boiled  with  a frelli 
quantity  of  water  mixed  with  milk  or  broth,  or  with 
milk  alone,  it  yields  a wholefome  and  nutritious 
pottage,  very  common  among  the  Icelanders.  In 
this  country  it  is  only  ufed  as  a medicine.  Its  pro- 
perties as  fuch  fhall  be  noticed  under  the  dais  of 
Tonics. 

Fucus  efculentus.  The  eatable  fucus. 

Jaccharinus.  The  fweet  fucus. 

digit  atus.  The  fingered  fucus,  or  fea 

girdle. 

palmatus.  The  handed  fucus,  or  D ills. 

Thefe  and  fome  other  fpecies  of  fucus  are,  in 
the  Northern  parts  of  this  ifland,  and  in  Ireland, 
eaten  either  raw  or  boiled.  They  are  a poor  and 
not  very  digeftible  food. 

i , t 

F.  FUNGUSSES.  (Fungi). 

Agarjcus  campejlris.  The  common Mufhroom. 
Savoury,  and  fomewhat  nutritive  ; but  not  very 
readily  digefted,  and  therefore  oppreffive  to  weak 
llomachs,  when  eaten  freely.  B elides  this,  there 
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are  feveral  other  cfculent  agarics  ; but  as  they  are 
a 1 of  them  a fpecies  of  food  more  fuited  to  aive 
pleafure  to  the  palate  than  health  and  ftrength  to  the 
we  do  not  think  it  neceffary  to  enumerate 

them. 


Lycoperdon  'Tuber.  (Tuber  cibarium  of  Bul- 
hard).  Trufle.  Accords  with  the  muforoom  in 
its  general  properties.  The  fame  may  be  faid  of 
the 


Phallus  ejcitlentus.  The  Morell. 


3.  Of  Condiments.  (Condiment a). 

All  the  variety  of  condiments  may  be  ranked 
under  three  general  heads  ; the  (A)  Saline  (B)  the 
Aromatic y and  (C)  the  Oleaginous. 

A.  The  faline  may  be  fubdivided  into  the  ( a ) 
faline,  flridlly  fo  called  (b)  the  acid,  and  (c)  the 

fweet.  Among  the  proper  Saline , the  moft  general 
is  the 

(a)  Natron  muriattim.  Common  Salt.  Sea 
Salt.  (Sal  commune.  Sal  culinare.  Sal  mari- 
num.  Soda  muriata).  By  its  ftimulant  ablion  up- 
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on  the  fauces,  asfophagus  and  internal  furface  of 
the  ltomach,  common  fait  feems  to  promote  the 
fecretion  of  the  faliva  and  of  the  gaftric  juice,  and 
thereby  facilitates  digeftion.  It  is  in  this  way,  and 
not  as  Sir  John  Pringle  has  reprefented,  by  its  'feptic 
or  folvent  adtion  upon  the  food  itfelf,  that  we  ac- 
count for  its  ufe  as  a condiment  or  help  to  digeftion. 
In  fmall  quantities  it  is  falutary  not  only  to  man, 
but  to  many  of  the  brute  creation.  It  is  only  when 
> it  is  taken  too  plentifully,  that  it  proves  injurious  to 
the  living  body,  depraving  the  blood,  and  pro- 
ducing fcurvy.  It  is  improper,  even  in  fmall  quan- 
tities, for  young  children.  From  what  we  have  faid, 
it  is  eafy  to  fee  that  the  free  and  frequent  ufe  of 
faked  meat  and  faked  fifh  cannot  be  wholefome. 

Among  the  acid  and  fweet  condiments,  the  prin- 
cipal are  vinegar  and  pickles,  and  fugar  and  pre- 
ferves,  fo  called. 

(b)  Acetum.  Vinegar.  (Acetum  vini). 
Wine  Vinegar.  In  fmall  quantities,  the  acetous 
acid  is  a grateful  and  falutary  ftimulus  to  the  fto- 
mach.  It  corrects  the  putrefadtive  fermentation  of 
fome  kinds  of  animal  food,  and  prevents  many  ve- 
getable fubftances,  efpecially  when  eaten  raw,  from 
proving  too  flatulent,  and  thereby  promotes  their 
digeftion.  It  is  at  all  times  cooling  and  antifeptic. 

Thefe 
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T hefe  remarks  on  the  general  effedts  of  vinegar, 
relate  only  to  perfons  in  health.  Its  ufe  is  impro- 
per in  many  valetudinary  cafes.  In  particular,  it  is 
hurtful  to  calculous  and  gouty  perfons,  to  con- 
fumptive  and  chlorotic  fubjedts,  to  rickety  patients, 
and  to  young  children. 

What  is  faid  of  vinegar,  may  be  applied  to 
Pickles  (aceto  condita)  whofe  effedts  upon  the  or- 
gans of  digeftion  are  chiefly  afcribable  to  the  acetous 
acid  which  they  have  imbibed.  Like  that  acid,  a 
fparing  ufe  of  them  is  allowable,  and  may  be  fer- 
viceable,  to  perfons  in  health  ; but  is  improper  in 

the  difeafed  conditions  above  enumerated. 

/ 

(r)  Saccharum.  Sugar.  (Saccharum  offici- 
narum).  This  faline  fubftance  is  nutritious,  anti- 
feptic,  and  laxative.  As  it  renders  oily  matters  in 
fome  degree  mifcible  with  water,  it  promotes  the 
folution  of  fat  in  the  ftomach.  Yet  it  is  not 
free  from  objedlions,  being  of  a very  fermentable 
nature,  and  on  that  account  producing  flatulence, 
heat,  and  thirft  in  many  conftitutions.  Its  unlimited 
ufe  leems  to  be  one  caufe  of  the  increafed  and  m- 
creafing  frequency  of  bilious  and  hypochondriacal 
diforders.  Chlorotic  girls,  ricketty  childien,  hyf- 
terical  women,  and  all  who  are  troubled  with  aci- 
dity in  the  ftomach  and  bowels,  fhould  abftain  from 
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it  j and  thofe  who  are  anxious  to  preferve  their  teeth 
white  and  found,  fhould  not  make  free  with  it. 
To  thefe  obfervations,  however,  there  are  fome 
conftitutions  which  furnilh  exceptions.  Thus  we 
are  told,  that  one  of  the  Dukes  of  Beaufort  took, 
for  the  fpace  of  40  years,  nearly  a pound  of  fugar 
every  day  ; yet  it  neither  difoidered  any  of  the 
vifcera,  nor  injured  the  teeth,  and  he  lived  to  attain 
the  age  of  70.  See  other  inftances  of  this  kind  col- 
letted  by  Murray , V.  5.  p.  416.  Hoffmann  de  Sac- 
charo,  1701*  Aflruc  an  Saccharum  alimentum  ? 
17  59.  Cartheufer  de  Saccharo,  1761.  Baume 
Cautela  de  Sacchari  ufu,  1776. 

% 

What  is  faid  of  fugar,  applies  to  Preferves 
(faccharo  condita)  of  which,  however,  the  dried 
fort  are  not  very  digeftible. 

B.  Of  the  Aromatic  Condiments , fome  have 
been  already  noticed  under  the  order  of  pot-herbs. 
Such  are  the 

Allium  Jativum.  Garlick. 

Porrum.  Leek. 

AJcalonieum.  Shallot. 

• Cep  a.  Onion. 


Cochleari A 
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Cochle aria  Armoracia . (Raphanus  ruftica- 
rtus).  Horfcradifli. 

i 

Sinapis  nigra.  Common  Muftard. 

Salvia  officinalis.  Sage. 

Thymus  vulgaris.  Thyme.  Thefe  are  all 
confiderably  ftimulant,  and,  except  the  two  laft, 
diuretic.  In  fmall  quantities,  they  give  energy  to  the 
digeftive  organs,  elpecially  in  phlegmatic  and  cor- 
pulent fubjeds  ; but  if  taken  too  freely,  they  excite 
heat  and  thirft. 

Viper  nigrum.  Black  and  White  Pepper.  This, 
as  Murray  has  remarked,  is  the  moil  common  of 
all  fpices,  not  only  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies,  but 
in  Europe,  whither  it  is  imported  in  fuch  quantities 
as  to  conftitute  a great  and  ftaple  article  of  com- 
merce. In  the  hot  climates,  where  the  ftomach 
requires  to  be  powerfully  ftimulated,  it  is  taken 
along  with  the  food  in  large  quantities  ; and  inftead 
of  proving  heating,  has  a cooling  effed,  by  enabling 
the  body  to  refill  and  fupport  the  exhaufting  adion 
of  the  fun.  But  in  temperate  climates,  and  efpe- 
cially  in  this  country,  it  is  lefs  neceffary,  and  fnould 
therefore  be  ufed  with  a fparing  hand.  In  fmall 
quantities,  pepper  is  ufeful  to  gouty  and  paralytic 

people. 
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people.  Where  it  has  been  abufed,  it  has  produced 
violent  and  fometimes  fatal  inflammations  of  the 
ftomach,  intedines,  lungs,  and  liver  ; and  it  is  at 
all  times  hurtful  to  the  plethoric  and  to  thofe  who 
are  fubjedt  to  the  piles. 

Piper  Ionium.  Long  Pepper.  Similar  in  its 
properties  to  the  preceding.  Is  an  ingredient  in 
the  Pulvis  aromaticus , Tinftura  Cinnamomi  compofita 
Pulvis  Cretd  compofitus3  and  Confebtio  opiutci. 

The  fame  may  be  faid  of  the  dried  berries  of  the 
Myrtus  Pimenta.  ( Pimento] . Jamaica  Pepper 
or  Allfpice.  In  our  pharmacopoeias,  we  have  an 
Aqua  Pimento  and  a Spiritus  Pimento. 

Capsicum  annuum.  (Piper  Indicum).  Gui- 
nea Pepper. 

Capsicum  baccatum.  Cayenne  Pepper.  The 
mod  dimulant  of  all  fpices.  T oo  acrid  and  irri- 
tating for  general  ufe  in  European  countries  ; but, 
in  fmall  quantities,  ferviceable  in  fome  cafes  of  lan- 
gour  and  in-irritability,  and  efpecially  in  gouty  and 
paralytic  affedtions. 

Laurus  Cinnamomum.  (Cinnamomum).  Cin- 
namon, The  true  cinnamon  is  one  of  the  mod  pa- 
latable 
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latable  and  wholefome  fpices,  very  ufeful  in  debi- 
lities of  the  ftomach  and  bowels,  in  diarrhsea,  &c. 
but  the  bark  of  the  Laurus  caj[iay  which  is  much 
inferior  in  its  aromatic  properties,  is  too  frequently 
paffed  off  for  the  genuine  cinnamon.  Enters 
into  a great  variety  of  officinal  preparations,  the 
principal  of  which  are  the  Aqua,  Spiritus  and  TinSiura 
Cinnamomi , the  Pubis  Aromaticus , Confeblio  Aroma- 
ticay  Trochifci  Greta,  &c.  See  Thun  berg  in  the 
Swediffi  Tranfa<5tions  for  the  year  1780. 

Myristica  Mojchata . (Nux  Mofchata).  Nut- 
meg. A ftrong,  pungent  aromatic,  of  an  agree- 
able flavour,  but  the  lead  wholefome  of  all  the 
fpices.  The  acrid  eflential  oil  which  it  contains,  is  - 
of  a narcotic  nature,  and  has  been  known  to  affedt 
the  head  very  powerfully  in  fome  inftances,  pro- 
ducing vertigo,  ftupor,  and  delirium.  ( Murray 
Apparat.  Med.Vol.  VI.  145).  Elence  itsule  is  im- 
proper in  apoplectic  and  paralytic  cafes.  See  Cul- 
/w’sMat.  Med.  Mace  (Macis)  which  is  the  (kin 
or  tunic  that  immediately  inverts  the  nutmeg  kernel, 
coincides  in  its  properties  with  the  kernel  itfelf. 
In  our  pharmacopoeias,  we  have  a Spiritus  Muds 
mojchata ; and  thisfpice  is  an  ingredient  in  the  Spiri- 
tus Raphani  corfipofitus,  Spiritus  Lavendula  compojitus 

and  Confettio  Aromatica.  The  exprefled  oil,  called 

Oleum  1 
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Oleum  Mads  enters  into  the  Emplajlrum  Ladani. 
tfhunberg  de  Myridica.  Upfal,  *7^9* 

v ' * 

Caryophyllus  aromaticus.  (Caryophylli  aro- 
matici).  Cloves.  Thefe  may  be  reckoned  among 
the  fined  and  warmed:  aromatics.  ..  Their  fmell  is 
peculiarly  grateful.  They  are  an  ufeful  dimulus  to 
the  domach  and  fydem  at  large,  in  weakneffes  of 
the  primas  vise,  in  gouty  cafes,  &c.  Cloves  are 
an  ingredient  in  the  Confedio  Aromatica , and  in  the 
Cataplafma  Cumini.  Ehunberg  de  Caryophyllis  aro- 
maticis.  Upfal,  1788. 

Amomum  Zingiber.  (Zingiber).  Ginger.  A 
warm,  and  by  no  means  unpleafant  aromatic,  pre- 
ferable to  mod  other  fpices,  as  pofleffing  little  acri- 
mony, and  confequendy  rarely  known  to  irritate 
and  inflame.  It  is  an  ufeful  addition  to  flatulent  ve- 
getables, and  fome  of  the  cold  dimmer  and  au- 
tumnal  fruits.  Our  pharmacopoeias  have  a Syrupus 
and  a ‘Tinblura  Zingiber  is  ; and  it  is  an  ingredient  in 
a great  variety  of  compofltions,  fuch  as  the  Pulvis 
Aromaticus,  Prochifd  Magnefi#,  Confeblio  opiatay  &c. 
Gejner  de  Zingibere,  1723. 

C.  Among  the  Oleaginous  Condiments , are  to 
be  noticed  the 

Olea  Europe.  (Oleum  Olivarum).  Sallad 
Oil.  When  ufed  as  a feafoning  to  raw  vegetables, 

it 
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it  checks  their  fermentation  in  the  ftomach,  and 
thereby  prevents  them  from  proving  too  flatulent. 
Ufed  in  this  manner,  in  fmall  quantities,  it  proves 
a help  to  digeftion  ; but  when  taken  in  confiderable 
quantities,  it  has  an  oppofite  effebt,  and  lays  the 
foundation  for  bilious  complaints.  And 

Butyrum.  Butter.  The  moderate  ufe  of 
melted  butter  (butyrum  cobtum  vel  liquefabtum) 
with  boiled  vegetables,  is,  in  general,  by  no  means 
unwholefome ; but  it  frequently  difagrees  with 
bilious  and  hypochondriacal  people. 

4,  Of  Alimentary  Liquors , or  Brinks.  ( Potulenta ). 


A.  Aqua  communis.  Water.  Either  pure  or 
with  additions,  water  is  the  univerfal  drink  of  the 
human  race.  Without  a proper  quantity  of  it,  the 
folution  of  folid  animal  and  vegetable  food  would  be 
difficultly  effebted  in  the  ftomach,  a due  fupply  of 
fluid  to  the  fanguiferous  and  lymphatic  fyftem  would 
be  withheld,  the  veflels  would  ceafe  to  be  fufficient- 
ly  full  and  diftended,  the  procefs  of  nutrition 
would  be  incomplete,  and  all  the  fecretions  and 
excretions  would  be  defedlive.  Hence  it  is  obvious, 
that  water  is  abfolutely  neceflary  to  the  maintenance 
of  health,  and  though  not  immediately,  yet  indi- 
redlly  neceflary  to  the  fupport  of  life.  Other  ufe- 
ful  purpofes  which  water  ferves,  are  to  dilute  the 

fluids. 
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fluids,  to  moiften  and  foften  the  folids,  to  moderate 
heat,  and  quench  third.  Hence  its  ufe  in  fevers. 
Where  cuftom  or  difeafe  has  not  altered  the  human 
conflitution,  it  is,  as  it  comes  from  Nature’s  hands, 
the  moft  falubrious  of  all  drinks.  Thofe,  who, 
from  their  youth,  have  made  it  their  conftant  and 
almoft  only  beverage,  have  generally  enjoyed  the 
flouted  health,  .the  belt  fpirits,  and  the  longeft 
life.  It  is  only  where  bad  habits  or  accidental 
caufes  have  impaired  the  body,  that  aromatic  or 
fpirituous  additions  to  it  become  neceflary  $ as  in 
the  cafe  of  gouty,  paralytic,  and  dropfical  perfons. 
Hoffmann  de  Aquas  Natura  et  Virtutibus,  1710,  a 
Berger  de  potu  Aquas  falubri  et  noxio,  1718.  En- 
gelhard cffc&ius  Aquas  communis,  1776. 

Cold  Water  is  tonic  and  invigorating.  Warm 
Water  is  the  reverfe.  Heinius  de  noxis  et  abufu 
Aquas  calidas,  1747. 


• \ 

B.  VEGETABLE  INFUSIONS  AND  DE- 
COCTIONS. 

(a)  The  a Bobea.  The  Tea-tree.  The  a viridis. 
Green  Tea.  All  the  various  kinds  of  tea,  fa  vs 
Wooimlle  (Med.  Bot.  Part  II.  p.  „7)  imported 

into  this  country,  come  under  the  denomination 
of  Bohea  and  Green ; and  even  thefe  are  fuppofed 
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to  be  the  produce  of  the  fame  fpecies  of  plant  ; 
though  Limans  has  defcribed  them  as  fpecifically 
different,  founding  the  diftindtion  in  the  number  of 
their  petals.  Others  have  obferved  a difference 
in  the  leaves.  Still,  however,  it  is  uncertain  whether 
thefe  are  not  mere  accidental  differences,  occafioned 
by  diverfity  of  foil,  fituation,  and  culture.  While, 
as  the  Author  above  quoted  remarks,  the  prefent 
narrow  and  jealous  policy  of  the  Chinefe  continues, 
many  interefting  particulars  refpedling  the  natural 
hiftory  of  this  plant  muft  remain  unknown  to  Eu- 
ropeans. 

It  had  been  well  for  the  inhabitants  of  Great 
Britain,  if  the  tea-leaf  had  never  found  its  way  to 
this  country  ; they  would  not  then  have  been  tor- 
mented, as  thoufands  of  them  now  are,  with  an  in- 
curable train  of  nervous  fymptoms,  with  ftomachic 
and  bowel- complaints,  with  head-ach,  &c.  To 
the  abufe  of  tea-drinking,  may  be  afcribed,  in  a 
great  meafure,  the  increafed  frequency  of  con- 
fumptions  ; and  many  of  the  diforders  of  children, 
and  efpecially  hydrocephalus,  tabes  mefenterica, 
rickets,  &c.  may  be  traced  to  the  fame  fource. 

The  tea-leaf,  when  frelh  from  the  tree,  is  evi- 
dently poifonous.  It  is  true  that  it  lofes  fome  of 
its  acrimony  by  drying ; but  even  in  the  ftate  in 

which  it  is  fent  to  this  country,  it  retains  much  of 
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its  narcotic  nature.  What  ferious  mifchief,  then, 
are  they  bringing  upon  themfclves,  who,  as  is  the 
cafe  with  too  many  of  the  lower  clafs  of  fociety, 
make  it  a principal  part  of  their  daily  fubfiftence  ! 
The  money  which  fhould  go  to  purchafe  whole- 
lome  and  fubftantial  food,  is  fquandered  away  in 
procuring  what,  ofitfelf,  affords  no  nourifhment  at 
all  ; for  whatever  nourifhment  is  derived  from  the 
infufion  of  tea,  is  owing  to  the  fugar  and  milk  which 
are  added  to  it : And  were  it  not  for  thofe  additions, 
its  deleterious  effects  would  be  much  fooner  and 
much  more  powerfully  felt. 

The  time,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  is  not  far  diftant, 
when  the  poor  fhall  be  enlightened  upon  this  im- 
portant point.  The  next  generation  will  hardly 
believe  that  their  predeceffors  lavifhed  away  fo 
much  money,  and  took  fuch  extraordinary  delight 
in  defrauding  their  bodies  of  their  proper  and  natural 
aliment,  and  in  bringing  upon  themfelves  infirmity 
and  difeafe.  Let  the  rich  and  the  intemperate  in- 
dulge, if  they  chufe,  in  the  narcotic  draught  ; to 
their  heated  and  oppreffed  ftomachs  it  may  not 
do  harm  ; it  may  even  afford  momentary  relief. 
But  let  the  poor  abftain  from  it.  They  are  not 
furcharged  with  high-feafoned  food.  They  have 
no  feverifh  third,  no  feverifli  heat  to  allay,  after 
their  noon-day  repaft.  To  them  it  is  totally  un- 

H 2 neceffary 
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neceffary  as  a help  to  digeftion  j and  as  an  article  of 
fuftenance,  it  is  worthlefs  and  improper.  They 
would,  therefore,  be  better,  infinitely  better,  with- 
out it. 

Befides  its  narcotic  quality,  there  is  another 
property  of  the  tea-leaf  which  renders  its  continued 
ufe  injurious  to  the  conftitution  ; I mean  its  aftrin- 
gency.  Add  to  thefe  the  warm  water,  and  we  have, 
in  this  unnatural  beverage,  the  infufion  of  tea, 
three  different  powers  concurring  to  diforder  firft 
the  organs  of  digeftion,  and  ultimately  the  whole 
fyftem. 

If  it  be  afked,  what  are  they  who  have  been 
long  accuftomed  to  tea  to  fubftitute  in  its  place,  I 
anfwer  milk,  milk-porridge,  gruel,  broth,  cocoa, 
or  the  like  for  breakfaft  ; and  in  the  afternoon, 
milk  and  water,  orgeat,  or  lemonade  in  the  fum- 
mer,  and  coffee  in  the  winter. 

It  fhould  be  underftood,  that  the  preceding  re- 
marks apply  to  the  general  abufe  of  tea  as  an  article 
of  fuftenance  ; for  its  occafional  employment  in  a 
dietetical  and  medicinal  way  in  fome  kinds  of  fick- 
nefs,  is  often  of  ufe.  Thus,  the  fimple  infufion, 
without  fugar  or  milk,  is  a good  diluent  and  feda- 

tive 
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tive  in  ardent  fevers  j and  as  it  promotes  perfpira- 
tion  and  urine,  it  is  frequently  drunk  with  advan- 
tage in  colds,  catarrhs,  rheumatifm,  head-ach,  &c. 
It  is  alfo  ferviceable  in  cafes  of  furfeit  and  indigef- 
tion.  Linnaus  de  Potu  These,  1765.  Lettjom  on 
the  Tea-tree,  1772. 

(b)  Coffea  arabica.  (Semina  Coffese).  Coffee. 
The  infufion  or  decodion  of  the  roafted  feeds  of  the 
coffee-berry,  when  not  too  ftrong,  is  a wholefome, 
exhilarating,  and  ftrengthening  beverage ; and  when 
mixed  with  a large  proportion  of  milk,  is  a proper 
article  of  diet  for  fedentary  and  delicate  people. 
When  drunk  very  ftrong,  it  proves  ftimulating  and 
heating  in  a confiderable  degree,  creating  third 
and  producing  watchfulnefs.  By  an  abufive  indul- 
gence in  this  drink,  the  organs  of  digeftion  are  im- 
paired, the  appetite  is  deftroyed,  nutrition  is  im- 
peded, and  emaciation,  general  debility,  paralytic 
affedions,  and  nervous  fever  are  brought  on. 

In  a dietetical  and  medicinal  way,  coffee  has 
been  found  ufeful  in  afthmatic  affedions  ( F'loyer , 
Mujgrave , Pringle , Percival)  in  intermittent  fevers, 
diarrhaea,  &c.  It  is  employed  with  fuccefs  to  coun- 
terad  and  corred  the  narcotic  elfeds  of  opium. 
Fifcher  de  Potus  Coffee  Ufu  et  Abufu,  172c.  Stahl 
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de  ufu  et  effedtibus  Coffee,  1740.  Gmelin  de  Coffea, 
1752.  Linnaeus  de  Coffee  potu,  1761.  Ellis  Ac- 
count of  Coffee,  1774.  Mofeley  on  Coffee,  1785. 

/ 

(t)  Theobroma  Cacao.  (Nuclei  Cacao). 
Chocolate.  More  nourifhing  and  lefs  heating  than 
coffee.  It  is  commonly  made  too  thick  ; but 
when  of  a proper  degree  of  ftrength,  it  is  a very 
palatable  and  wholefome  beverage.  It  is  frequently 
recommended  as  a reftorative,  in  cafes  of  emacia- 
tion and  confumption.  On  account  of  its  oily  qua- 
lity, it  is  oppreffive  and  cloying  to  fome  ftomachs. 

Cocoa  being  a lighter  drink,  agrees  better  with 
moft  people.  It  is  flightly  aftringent,  like  coffee, 
but  lefs  heating.  Stahl  de  Chocolata  Indorum, 
1736.  Carthenjer  de  Chocolata,  1764.  Linnxus 
de  potu  Chocolatae,  1765. 

C.  FERMENTED  LIQUORS  S ARDENT 

SPIRITS. 

(a)  Cerevisia.  Malt  Liquor.'  BeerandAle. 
(Cerevifia  tenuis  et  fords).  Well  fermented  malt 
liquors,  whether  from  barley  or  other  grain,  pro- 
vided they  be  not  too  ftrong,  are  wholefome,  re- 
frefhing,  and  {Lengthening  drinks.  As  thefe 

liquors 
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liquors  are  very  nutritious,  they  are  chiefly  fuited 
to  perfons  who  lead  a bufy  and  adtive  life.  With 
fedentary  and  bilious  perfons,  they  do  not  agree  fo 
well;  and  they  are  improper  for  the  corpulent  and 
afthmatic,  and  thofe  who  are  liable  to  giddinefs  or 
other  complaints  of  the  head.  They  are  better  when 
of  a middle  age,  than  when  kepc  very  long.  Beer 
made  from  the  infuflon  of  malted  groats  (cerevifia 
avenacea)  or  malted  rye  (cerevifia  fecalina)  is 
lighter  and  more  diuretic  than  the  common  barley- 
beer  (cerevifia  hordeacea).  Spruce-beer  (cerevifia 
pinij  is  a powerful  diuretic  and  antifcorbutic ; it 
is,  however,  too  cold  for  fome  conftitutions.  Bot- 
tled-beer (cerevifia  lagenaria)  is,  on  account  of  the 
fixed  air  which  it  contains,  more  refrefliing  than  the 
barrelled.  It  is  frequently  preferibed  as  an  antifep- 
tic  and  reftorative  in  low  fevers  and  convalefcencies  ; 
but  care  mult  be  taken,  during  the  ufe  of  it,  that 
it  do  not  operate  too  freely  by  {tool.  London  Por- 
ter (cerevifia  nigra  Londinenfis)  with  the  common 
properties  of  malt-liquor,  polTeflfes  fuch  ftomachic 
and  diuretic  qualities,  as  give  it  a preference  over 
common  beer  and  ale,  in  many  cafes.  Being, 
however,  ftrongly  impregnated  with  bitters,  of  a 
narcotic  kind,  it  is  apt  to  induce  drowfinefs,  and 
conlequently  is  improper  wherever  there  is  a ten- 
dency to  cephalalgia,  apoplexy,  or  other  affebtions 
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of  the  head.  Alberti  de  CereviCte  potu,  1732. 
Tode  de  Cerevifia,  1775. 

(£)  Vinum.  Wine.  A temperate  ufe  of  wine 
is  conducive  to  health.  All  the  functions,  both  of 
body  and  mind,  are  roufed  and  facilitated  by  it. 
It  has  a powerful  effect  upon  the  organs  ofdigeftion, 
upon  the  circulation,  and  upon  the  nervous  fyf- 
tem,  promoting  digeftion,  {lengthening  the  aftion 
of  the  heart  and  arteries,  and  raifing  the  fpirits. 
Such  is  its  beneficial  operation,  when  taken  fpar- 
ingly.  In  excelfive  quantities,  it  has  oppofite 
effe£ls,  deftroying  the  ftomach,  inducing  emacia- 
tion and  debility,  and  occafioning  inflammation  and 
obftruilion  in  the  liver,  lungs,  &c.  whence  gout, 
palfy,  dropfy,  confumption,  diabetes,  &c. 

In  a dietetical  view,  wines  are  to  be  confidered 
as  they  are,  either  acid  or  fweet,  foft  or  auftere. 
The  acid  wines,  of  which  the  Rhenijh  and  Hock  (Vi- 
num  rhenanum)  are  the  mod  noted,  are  the  leaft:  heat- 
ing, and  the  moil;  diuretic.  The  fweet,  fuch  as  the 
Frontiniac  (Vinum  Languedocium)  Malaga  (V. 
Malaccenfe)  Fent  (V.  Tinto)  Cape  (V.  Capenfe) 
&c.  are  heating  and  fudorific.  The  foft,  oracido- 
dulcefcent  wines,  fuch  as  Champagne  (V.  campa- 
nicum)  Claret  (V.  Burdigalenle)  Burgundy  (V. 

Bur- 
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Burgundicum)  Madeira  (V.  Maderaicum)  &c. 
are  lefs  ftimulating  than  the  fweet,  and  more  cordial 
than  the  acid  wines.  Of  the  auftere  and  aftringent, 
that  which  is  moft  ufed  in  this  country,  is  the  Red 
Port  (V.  Portugallicum)  which, when  it  has  not  been 
mixed  with  too  large  a proportion  of  brandy,  is  a 
Generous  and  ftomachic  wine,  well  fuited  to  the 
Generality  of  Britifti  conftitutions.  Buchner  deVino, 
ut  medicina  et  veneno,  175  medicinal 

ufe  of  wine,  notice  will  be  taken  in  the  proper  place. 

Perry  and  Cyder  (Vinum  pomaceum)  hold  a 
middle  place  between  wine  and  malt  liquor.  They 
are  lefs  nutritious  than  the  latter,  and  lefs  cordial 
than  the  former. 

(r)  Spirit  us  vini.  (Spiritus  vinofus).  Ar- 
dent Spirits.  In  fmall  quantities,  ardent  fpirits  are 
a powerful  cordial  and  corroborant,  raifing  the 
pulfe,  ftrengthening  the  ftomach,  promoting  di- 
geftion,  and  preventing  flatulence.  Taken  fparing- 
ly,  and  diluted  with  water,  they  fupply  the  place 
of  wine,  and  with  fome  conftitutions  agree  better, 
as  they  are  not,  like  wine,  difpofed  to  create  aci- 
dity. The  abufe  of  them  is  productive  of  the  fame 
pernicious  effects  as  thofe  which  arife  from  an  ex- 
ceffive  indulgence  in  wine  ; but  in  a greater  degree. 

French 
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French  Brandy  (Spiritus  vini  GalJicus)  is  the  moft 
bracing  and  ftomachic  j Gin  (Spiritus  Juniperi)  and 
Rum  (Spiritus  Sacchari  vel  Taffia)  the  moft  diure- 
tic and  fudorific.  Arrah , which  is  diftiUed  from 
rice  (Spiritus  oryzas)  is  more  ftyptic  and  heating 
than  the  two  laft.  The  qualities  of  all  thefe  dif- 
ferent forts  of  Ipirits,  are  improved  by  long 
keeping. 

D.  ANIMAL  FLUIDS,  USED  AS 
DRINKS. 

(a)  Lac  vaccinum.  Cow’s  Milk. 

(b)  Lac  ebutyratum.  Butter  Milk. 

(f)  Serum  laftis.  Whey.  CheefeWhey. 

For  remarks  on  the  alimentary  and  dietetical 
ufes  of  cow’s  milk  and  its  preparations,  fee  pages 
n and  1 6. 

(d)  Lac  caprillum.  Goat’s  Milk,  See  p.  8. 

(<?)  Lac  aftninum.  Afies  Milk.  Seep.  1 8. 

E.  OF 
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E.  ANIMAL  INFUSIONS  AND  DE- 
COCTIONS. 

(, a ) Infu fum  carnis  bubulae.  Beef  Tea.  See 

p.  11. 

(b)  Jus  carnis  bubulse  concentratum.  Beef 
“ Gravy,  Broth,  or  Soup.  Seep.  11. 

> 

(f)  Jufculum  vitulinum,  Veal  Broth.  See 
p.  n. 

(d)  Jufculum  vervecinum.  Mutton  Broth. 
See  p.  10. 

(e)  Jufculum  pullinum  feu  gallinaceum.  Chick- 
en Broth.  See  p.  27. 

(f)  Jus  teftudinis  concentratum.  Turtle  Soup. 
See  p.  33. 
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EVACUANTS.  A.  ERRHINES. 


( i ) From  the  Vegetable  Kingdom. 

Asarum  Europaum.  Dodecandria.  Monogy- 
fiia.  Sarmentaceae.  Indigenous.  (Folia).  Afara- 
bacca.  In  modern  practice,  and  efpecially  in  this 
country,  it  is  feldom  ufed  but  for  the  purpofe  of 
increafing  the  mucous  difcharge  from  the  nofe, 
which  intention  it  anfwers  very  effectually,  and  is 
accordingly  the  principal  ingredient  in  the  fternu- 
tatory  compofitions  of  our  own  and  foreign  dilpen- 
fatories  j fuch  as  the  Pit  his  /IJari  compofitus  of  the 
London,  Edinburgh,  and  Swedifh  pharmacopoeias, 
and  the  Puhis  Sternutatorius  of  the  Danifh  pharma- 
copoeia. The  leaves  only  are  now  prefcribed  as 
an  errhine  ; but  formerly  the  dried  roots,  as  well 
as  leaves,  were  employed  as  an  emetic,  cathartic, 
and  diuretic,  in  dofes  of  twenty  or  thirty  grains. 
Other  preparations,  fuch  as  infufions  and  decoc- 
tions, have  alfo  been  made  from  the  roots,  in  the 
proportion  of  one  or  two  drachms  to  a pint, of 
water,  reduced  by  evaporation  to  half  the  quantity, 
and  taken  in  dofes  of  an  ounce  every  fecond  or  third 
hour,  in  dropfies  ( Allioni ).  Certainly  this  plant 

poffeffes 
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poffeffes  great  a&ivity,  but  at  the  fame  time  a de- 
gree of  virulence,  which  renders  its  ufe  in  any  other 
way,  except  as  a fternutatory,  hardly  advifeable. 
Schulz  de  Afaro,  1739. 

^ Iris  Florcntina . Triandria  Monogynia. 

Enfatag.  Italy.  (Radix).  Florentine  Iris,  cor- 
ruptedly  Orris,  or  Orrice.  The  dried  root  of 
this  plant  enters  into  the  compofition  of  fome  of  the 
foreign  fternutatory  powders ; but  as  an  errhine,  it 
is  much  inferior  to  the  afarum,  marum  fyriacum, 

nicotiana,  &c.  and  may  therefore  be  difpenfed 

} ' 

with. 

IiAVENDUL a Spica.  Didynamia.  Angiof- 
permia.  Verticillatae.  Suffrutex.  France,  Spain, 
Italy.  (Flores,  feu  Spies  florentes).  Lavender. 
As  an  errhine,  the  dried  flowers,  or  flowering 
fpikes  of  this  odoriferous  plant,  may  well  be  dif- 
penfed with. 

Nicotiana  Fabacum.  Pentandria.  Monogy- 
nia. Solanacese.  America.  (Tabacum.  Folia). 
Tobacco.  The  powder  from  the  dried  leaves  of 
this  plant,  is  the  bafts  of  all  the  different  forts  of 

Snuff, ; 
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Snuff,  and  is  confequently  more  in  ufe  than  any 
other  errhine.  Where  habit  has  not  rendered  the 
Schneiderian  membrane  infenfible  to  its  ftimulus, 
it  excites  freezing,  and  promotes  the  mucous  dif- 
charge  from  the  noftrils  very  powerfully.  Hence, 
the  occafional  application  of  it  is  ferviceable  in  cafes 
of  cephalalgia,  ophthalmia,  &c.  but  on  account  of 
its  narcotic  quality,  it  is  not  fo  proper  as  the  afa- 
rum,  in  apoplexy,  lethargy,  deafnefs,  and  fome 
other  difeafes  of  the  head.  In  refpedt  to  its  habi- 
tual ufe,  it  can  have  no  good  effedt  as  a remedy, 
and  as  a matter  of  fafhion,  it  is  not  only  difgufting, 
but  is  injurious  to  the  health.  Stahl  de  Tabaci  ef- 
fedtibus  falutaribus  et  nocivis,  1732.  Buchner  de 
genuinis  viribus  Tabaci,  1746,  de  Meza  de  Nico- 
tianae  Ufu  noxio  et  falutari,  1775. 


f Origanum  Major  ana.  Didynamia.  Gym- 
nofpermia.  Verticillatse.  Wild  in  the  Southern 
parts  of  Europe.  (Majorana.  Herba).  Sweet 
Marjoram.  As  an  errhine,  fuperfluous. 

f Rosmarinus  officinalis.  Diandria.  Monogynia. 
Verticillatas.  France,  Spain,  Italy.  (Cacumina  vel 
fummitates  florentes).  Rofemary.  Thedried  flower- 
ing 
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ing  tops  of  this  fhrub  are  a common  addition  to 
fternutatory  powders,  to  which,  however,  they 
communicate  more  odour  than  activity. 


Teucrium  Mar  urn.  Didynamia.  Gymnof- 
permia.  Verticillatae.  Spain,  Greece,  Crete. 
(Marum  Syriacum.  Herba).  Herb  Maftick.  A 
powerful  and  ufeful  errhine,  lefs  acrid  than  the 
•afarum,  and  preferable  in  mod:  cafes  to  the  nico- 
tiana,  as  being  free  from  all  narcotic  quality.  It 
is  an  ingredient  in  the  Pulvis  Afari  compo/itus  of 
our  pharmacopoeias. 


Veratrum  album.  Polygamia.  Moncecia. 
Liliaceae.  Switzerland,  Italy,  Auftria,  Siberia. 
(Helleborus  albus.  Radix).  White  Hellebore. 
A few  grains  of  the  dried  root  of  this  plant, 
fnuffed  up  the  noftrils,  produce  violent  fneezing, 
and  a copious  difcharge  of  mucus.  Hence  it 
has  been  recommended  as  a fternutatory  in  apo- 
plexy, lethargy,  and  other  diforders  of  the  head  ; 
but  as  it  poffeffes  confiderable  virulence,  it  frould 
not  be  employed,  even  in  this  way,  without 
very  great  caution.  Of  the  external  ufe  of  White 
Hellebore,  notice  will  be  taken  under  the  clafs  of 
Heteroclites. 

, * (2)  From 
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( i ) From  the  Mineral  Kingdom. 

Hydrargyrus  vitriolatus , L.  Pb.  Hydrar- 
gyrus  vitriolatus  flavus,  Ed.  Ph.  (Mercurius  erne- 
ticus  flavus.  T urpethum  mirierale).  Vitriolated 
Quickfilver.  Turbith  Mineral.  One  grain  of  this 
mercurial  fait,  rubbed  with  a little  powdered  liquo- 
rice root,  and  fhuffed  up  the  nofe,  adds  as  a power- 
ful flernutatory,  and  has  been  found  ferviceable  in 
difeafes  of  the  head  and  eyes,  in  which  laft  cafes  it 
has  been  lately  much  recommended  by  Mr.  Ware . 
For  further  remarks  on  this  article,  and  for  various 
formulae  of  flernutatory  powders,  fee  Thejaurus 
Medicaminum. 


B.  SIALAGOGUES. 

( i ) From  the  Vegetable  Kingdom. 

Amomum  Zingiber.  Monandria.  Monogynia. 
Scitaminese.  Eaft  Indies,  and  by  tranfplantation. 
Weft  Indies.  (Zingiber.  Radix).  Ginger.  The 
dried  root  kept  in  the  mouth  fome  time  and  well 
chewed,  provokes  a confiderable  flow  of  faliva, 
and  hence  has  proved  ferviceable,  when  ufed  in 
this  way,  in  relaxations  and  ftrumous  affections  of 
the  tonfils,  in  fome  diforders  of  the  ftomach,  and 
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in  paliies  of  the  tongue  and  mufcles  of  the  face. 
It  has  .this  advantage  over  many  other  mafticatories, 
that  no  harm  can  arife  if  it  fhould  not  be  entirely 
thrown  out  with  the  fpittle. 

Anthemis  Pyrethrum.  Syngenefia.  Polyga- 
mia  fuperflua.  Compofitte  radiatae.  Southern 
parts  of  Europe,  but  a native  of  Barbary.  (Pyre- 
thrum. Radix).  Pellitory  of  Spain.  This  root  is 
a more  powerful  fialagogue  than  the  preceding. 
It  is  fuited  to  the  fame  cafes,  and  is  moreover  a 
common  remedy  againft  the  tooth-ach.  It  may  be 
ufed  either  in  fubftance,  or  in  the  form  of  an  infu- 
fion  or  decoition,  which  laid  muft  be  made  in  a 
covered  veffel,  otherwife  the  aitive  particles  of  the 
root  will  be  carried  off  with  the  (team. 

Daphne  Mezereum.  Oitandria.  Monogynia. 
Vepreculae.  Indigenous.  (Mezereum.  Radix). 

Mezereon.  The  root  of  this  ffirub  chewed  in  the 

■ • • ••*  •» 

mouth,  cured  a difficulty  of  fwallowing,  feemingly 
occafioned  by  a paralytic  affection  ( Withering) „ 
According  to  Pallas , it  is  employed,  in  this  way, 
in  fome  parts  of  Ruffia,  againft  the  tooth-ach, 
care  being  taken  not  to  fwallow  the  fpittle,  which 
from  its  acrimony  would  inflame  the  throat  {The- 
faurus  Med,  p.  287).  It  feems  to  furpafs  the 

I 2 pyrethrum 
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pyrethrum  in  fialagogue  power.  Of  its  other  ufes, 
mention  will  be  made  under  the  clafs  of  Stimu- 
lants. 

Pistacia  Lentifcus.  Diaecia.  Pentandria. 
Amentaceae.  Arbor.  Portugal,  Spain,  Italy,  Chio. 
(Maftix.  Maftiche-Refina).  Maftick.  A lump 
of  this  refin  chewed  in  the  mouth,  is  a long-efta- 
blifhed  remedy  in  paralytic  affedtions  of  the  tongue, 
and  of  the  mufcles  concerned  in  deglutition,  and 
alfo  in  the  tooth-ach.  It  is  chiefly  indebted  to  its 
agreeable  odour  for  the  preference  which  it  has 
generally  received  before  fome  other  articles  of  this 
divifion. 

(2)  From  the  Mineral  Kingdom. 

Hydrargyrus.  (Argentum  vivum.  Mer- 
curius).  Quickfilver.  Mercury.  Spain,  Tyrol, 
Hungary,  Eaft  Indies,  South  America.  This  is 
the  moft  ufeful  of  all  metallic  fubftances,  not  even 
excepting  antimony  itfelf,  in  the  healing  art.  The 
place  of  antimony  as  an  emetic  and  fudorific,  and 
of  iron  as  an  aftringent  and  tonic,  might  be  fup- 
plied  by  various  articles  from  the  vegetable  king- 
dom ; but  what  other  fubftance  from  any  of  the 

three  kingdoms  of  nature,  is  capable  of  fupplying 
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the  place  of  quickfilver  in  certain  cutaneous  dif- 
eafes,in  cafes  of  lymphatic  and  vifceral  obftrudtions, 
in  tetanus  and  hydrophobia,  and  in  fyphilis  ? 

Over  all  other  medicines,  quickfilver  poffeffes 
the  peculiar  advantage  of  operating  on  the  living 
body  as  efficacioufiy,  in  many  inftances,  when  ap- 
plied externally,  as  when  taken  by  the  mouth. 
Hence,  where  the  ftomach  and  bowels  cannot  bear 
it  in  fufficient  quantity,  another  channel  by  which 
it  may  be  conveyed  into  the  fyftem,  ftill  remains 
open,  we  mean  the  pores  of  the  fkin ; and  in  fome 
cafes,  where  the  urgency  of  the  fymptoms  requires 
it  to  be  exhibited  without  lofs  of  time,  and  in  large 
quantities,  both  modes  of  introducing  it  may  be 
employed  at  once. 

Excepting  the  exhibition  of  it  in  ileus  (fee  Ca- 
thartics) in  its  pure  liquid  hate,  this  metallic 
fubftance  is  varioully  modified  and  changed  by 
pharmaceutical  and  chemical  treatment,  in  order 
to  fit  it  for  medicinal  ufe.  Thus  altered,  it  is  per-  > 
haps  more  extenfively  employed  than  any  other 
article,  unlefs  it  be  opium,  in  the  materia  medica. 

There  are  five  modes  by  which  quickfilver  is 
altered  or  prepared  for  medicinal  ufe,  viz.  by  (i) 
trituration  (2)  dry  ox  igneous  calcination  (3)  humid 
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or  acid  calcination  (4)  fulphnration , and  (5)  falifi- 
c at  ion. 


(1)  By  continued  trituration  with  faccharine, 
mucilaginous,  oily  or  fatty,  and  earthy  fubftances, 
not  only  are  the  particles  of  quickfilver  minutely 
divided,  but  the  globuli  are  at  the  fame  time 
(lightly  calcined,  by  having  their  furfaces  repeatedly 
brought  into  contaft  with  the  air.  In  this  date  of 
fubtile  divifion  and  imperfect  calcination,  quick- 
filver operates  in  a very  efficacious,  but  mild  man- 
ner, upon  the  human  body  : Accordingly,  the 

triturated  preparations  of  this  metal,  are  in  very  ge- 
neral ufe.  Of  thefe,  the  principal  are  the 

(a)  PiluU  Hydrargyria  Ph.  Lond.  et  Ed. 
Quickfilver  Pills.  (Pilulae  Mercuriales).  In  both 
pharmacopoeias,  the  medium  employed  in  the  tri- 
turation is  a laccharine-mucilaginous  fubftance, 
viz.  in  the  one  rofe-conferve,  and  in  the  other  manna. 
Of  the  London  preparation,  twelve  grains  contain 
four  of  quickfilver  j of  the  Edinburgh,  one  dram 
contains  fifteen  grains  of  the  fame  metal.  Of 
either,  fix  or  eight  grains  may  be  given  twice  a day, 
in  the  venereal  difeafe,  and  in  the  cafes  before  men- 
tioned, till  the  mouth  becomes  affe&ed.  1 0 pre- 
vent the  pills  from  palling  too  quickly  through  the 

bowels,  1 
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bowels,  a quarter  of  a grain  of  opium  may  be 
added  to  every  dofe.  Of  the  ufe  of  this  preparation 
of  quickfilver  as  a purge,  notice  will  be  taken  un- 
der Cathartics. 


<j[  (£)  Hydrargyrus  Jaccharo  tritu  commix t us.  (Mer- 
curius  faccharatus  vel  Saccharum  Mercurii  of  the 
foreign  difpenfatories.  Quickfilver  triturated  with 
fugar.  The  epithet  faccharatus  improper,  that  term 
being  ufed  by  Bergman  to  denote  a chemical  com- 
bination with  the  faccharine  acid,  whereas  in  this 
inftance  there  is  fimply  a mechanical  commixture 
with  fugar  itfelf).  An  uncertain  preparation,  which 
jnay  well  be  difpenfed  with. 

5[  (c)  Mijiura  Hydrargyri  mucilaginoja . Mu- 
cilaginous Mixture  of  Quickfilver.  Called  alfo, 
improperly,  Solutio  mercurialis  gummoja , there  being 
nofolution,  but  only  a divifion  and  fufpenfion  of. 
the  metal.  This  preparation,  which  from  the  name 
of  its  inventor  is  fometimes  fimply  denominated;/ 
Solutio  Plenckiana , is  made  by  triturating  quick- 
filver with  mucilage  of  gumarabic,  till  the  globules 
difappear,  and  afterwards  gradually  diluting  the 
mucilage  with  fome  diftilled  water,  fo  as  to  brino- 

O 

it  to  the  form  of  a mixture  (fee  Thefaurus  Medica- 
minumi  p.  15).  Ic  is  employed  both  internally  and 

I 4 externally. 
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externally,  in  venereal  and  other  cafes.  Ei»ht 
ounces  of  this  mixture  contain  one  dram  of  quick - 
filver,  and  the  dofe  is  an  eighth  part  night  and 
morning.  It  is  alfo  ufed  as  a gargle  in  venereal 
ulceration  of  the  fauces,  as  a collyrium  in  venereal 
ophthalmies,  and  as  an  injection  in  gonorrhaea.  But 
for  all  the  purpofes  of  a topical  application,  afolu- 
non  of  muriated  quickfilver  is  preferable  ; and  for 
internal  exhibition,  the  quickfilver  pills  or  calomel 
generally  anfwer  better.  The  practical  objections 
to  this  medicine  aie,  that,  varying  in  its  ftrength 
as  it  comes  from  the  hands  of  different  compound- 
ers, it  is  very  uncertain  in  its  operation ; and  the 
phaimaceutical  objections  are,  that  it  requires  too 
much  time  and  trouble  in  its  preparation  ; for,,  in 
order  to  divide  the  globules  fo  minutely  as  to  have 
them  completely  fufpended,  the  trituration  muft  be 
continued  not  for  fifteen  minutes  only,  as  Plenck  has 
directed,  but  for  the  fpace  of  a whole  hour ; and 
even  then,  if  the  mixture  is  fuffered  to  remain  long 
without  being  fhaken  up,  fome  of  the  metallic 
particles  will  feparate  and  fall  to  the  bottom.  Upon 
the  whole,  therefore,  notwithftanding  the  high 
encomiums  bellowed  upon  it  by  its  inventor  ( Plenck 
Methodus  nova  argentum  vivum  exhibendi,  1766) 
the  Miftura  hydrargyri  mucilaginofa  may  well  be 
erafed  from  the  long  lift  of  mercurial  preparations. 


(d)  Unguent um 
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(d)  Unguentum  Hydrargyria  Ph.  Lond.  ct  Ed. 
Quickfilver  Ointment.  (Unguentum  caeruleum. 
Blue  Ointment).  Made  by  triturating  quickfilver 
with  hog’s  lard  and  mutton  fuet  until  the  globules 
difappear.  In  the  London  pharmacopoeia,  there 
are  two  forts  of  this  ointment,  viz.  the  Unguentum 
Hydrargyri  fortius  and  the  Unguentum  Hydrargyri 
minus . Of  the  firft,  or  Wronger  ointment,  two 

drams  contain  one  dram  of  the  metal  j of  the  fe- 
cond,  or  weaker  ointment,  fix  drams  contain 
only  one  dram.  One  dram  of  the  Unguentum 
Hydrargyri  of  the  Edinburgh  pharmacopoeia,  con- 
tains twelve  grains  of  quickfilver. 


Mercurial  inunction  confifts  in  rubbing  a proper 
quantity  (viz.  one  dram  of  the  ftronger,  or  two  of 
the  weaker)  of  thefe  ointments  upon  the  infide  of 
the  thighs  every  night  (or,  as  fome  think  better, 
half  the  before  mentioned  quantity,  night  and  morn- 
ing) till  the  mouth  becomes  affe&ed.  The  quick- 
filver particles  applied  in  this  manner  to  the  pores 
of  the  fkin,  are  fucked  up  by  the  abforbents,  and 
carried  into  the  circulation,  where  they  produce 
the  fame  effefts  as  they  do  when  given  by  the 
mouth.  This  mode  of  applying  mercury  is  fre- 
quently reforted  to  in  venereal  cafes,  in  hydrocepha- 
lus, hydrophobia,  tetanus,  &c. 


In 
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In  the  Emplajtrum  Ammoniaci  cum  Bydrargyro  t 
and  Emplajtrum  Lithargyri  cum  Hydrargyro , Ph. 
Lond.  the  quickfilver  is  triturated  with  Sulphurated 
oil,  and  afcerwards  mixed  with  the  other  ingredients. 
The  Emplajtrum  Bydrargyri  (Emplaftrum  caeru- 
leum)  Ph.  Ed.  is  made  by  triturating  the  quick- 
filver with  oil  and  refin  (previously  melted  toge- 
ther, and  Suffered  to  become  cold)  and  afterwards 
mixing  the  whole  gradually  with  melted  litharge 
platter.  Thefe  mercurial  plafters  are  applied  to 
glandular  indurations  and  tumors,  whether  from 
the  venereal  virus,  or  from  other  caufes ; to  the 
knee-joint  in  white  Swellings  of  that  part  j to  the 
right  hypochondrium  in  fchirrofity  of  the  liver, 
&c. 

^ (e)  Bydrargyrus  cum  creta.  Ph.  L.  Quick- 
filver with  Chalk.  (Mercurius  alkalizatus).  This 
is  prepared  by  triturating  quickfilver  with  chalk, 
till  the  globules  difappear.  It  might  have  been 
more  appofitely  termed  Hydrargyrus  cum  creta 
tritu  commixtus,  or  Simply  Hydrargyrus  cretaceus. 
Fifteen  or  twenty  grains  of  this  preparation  are 
commonly  given  for  a dofe  ; but  it  is  very  uncer- 
tain in  its  operation,  and  ought  to  be  expunged 
from  our  pharmacopoeia. 


(/)  % 
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H (f)  Hy  dr  ar gyrus  cum  Sulphur <?,Ph.  L.  Quick- 
filver  with  S ulphu r.  Hy dr ar gyrus  Julphur atus  viger, 
Ph.  Ed.  Black  Sulphurated  Quickfilver.  (iEthi- 
ops  mineralis).  In  our  pharmacopoeias,  this  is 
prepared  by  triturating  quickfilver  with  fulphur  till 
the  globules  difappear.  As  there  is  no  chemical 
combination,  it  cannot  properly  be  called  fulphur- 
ated  quickfilver,  though  the  Edinburgh  College 
has  adopted  that  term.  Its  title  ftiould  be  Hy- 
drargyrus  cum  lulphure  tritu  commixtus.  Foi  the 
reafon  juft  mentioned,  viz.  becaufe  it  is  only  me- 
chanically mixed,  and  not  chemically  combined 


with  the  fulphur,  we  have  placed  it  here  rather 
than  under  the  divifion  of  quickfilver  altered  by 
fulphuration.  W hen,  however,  it  is  made  as  di- 
rected in  fome  of  the  foreign  difpenfatories,  by 
mixing  it  with  melted  fulphur,  then  a chemical 
union  is  effected  j and  when  fo  made,  it  belongs  to 
the  fulphurated  preparations.  In  the  Britifh  phar- 
macopoeias, the  compofition  is  made  with  equal 
partsofquickGlver  and  fulphur.  Dofe,  from  tengrains 
to  half  a dram.  This  is  a very  uncertain  prepara- 
tion, and  fhould  be  left  undifturbed  on  the  apothe- 
cary’s fhelves. 


% 00  Hydragyrus  Antimonio  tritu  commixtus. 
(iEthiops  Antimonialls).  One  part  of  quickfilver 

rubbed 
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rubbed  with  two  parts  of  crude  antimony,  reduced 
to  a fine  powder,  till  the  globules  difappear.  Dofe, 
from  five  to  ten  grains.  Like  the  laft,  it  is  a very 
uncertain  preparation,  and  may  always  be  fuper- 
leded  by  extemporaneous  compolitions  of  calomel 
and  precipitated  fulphur  of  antimony. 

(2)  By  the  combined  aCtion  of  heat  and  air,  in 
otner  words,  by  dry  or  igneous  calcination,  is  ob- 
tained the 

/ 

Hydrargyrus  calcinates,  Ph.  L.  Calcined  Quick- 
filver.  (Mercurius  calcinatusj.  Mercurius  prasci- 
pitatus  per  fe.  Red  calx  of  mercury.  This  prepara- 
tion is  fometimes  employed  in  venereal  cafes.  The 
ufual  dofe  is  one  grain  every  night,  or  night  and 
morning,  made  into  a pill.  As  it  is  apt  to  purge, 
a quarter  or  half  a grain  of  opium  is  generally  added 
to  it. 

Notwithftanding  the  partiality  fhown  by  fome 
eminent  practitioners,  and  particularly  by  the  late 
Mr.  John  Hunter,  to  calcined  quickfilver,  in  vene- 
real cafes,  it  is  a preparation  too  aCtive  for  weak  and 
irritable  fubjeCts,  and  is  therefore  not  fo  generally 
proper  as  calomel. 


(3)  The  I 
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(3)  The  preparations  by  humid  or  acid  calci- 
nation, are  the 

(. a ) Hy  dr  ar gyrus  nitratus  ruber , Ph.  Lond.  et 
Ed.  Red  nitrated  Quickfilver.  (Mercurius  cor- 
rofivus  ruber.  Mercurius  prsecipitatus  ruber.  Red 
Corrofive  Mercury.  Red  Precipitate).  Prepared 
by  diffolving  quickfilver  in  the  nitrous  acid,  evapo- 
rating the  folution,  and  fubjedting  the  refiduum  to  a 
ftrong  heat,  until  it  is  converted  into  red  Ihining 
fquamulae.  For  making  this  preparation,  we  would 
recommend  the  procels  of  the  Edinburgh  in  prefer- 
ence to  that  of  the  London  pharmacopoeia. 

The  degree  of  heat  to  which  this  preparation  is 
fubjedted,  is  fuppofed  to  be  fufficient  for  expelling 
all  the  nitrous  acid,  whence  it  is  commonly  looked 
upon  as  a mere  calx  of  quickfilver.  If  this  were 
the  cafe,  the  appellation  of  nitrated  quickfilver 
would  be  highly  improper.  There  is  little  doubt, 
however,  that  fome  of  the  acid  remains  combined 
with  it,  after  it  has  undergone  the  adtion  of  the  fire.. 
Hence  its  adlivity  is  fo  much  greater  than  that  of 
the  hydrargyrus  calcinatus — too  violent  for  internal 
ufe.  Accordingly,  it  is  never  prefcribed  in  any 
other  way  than  as  an  external  application.  It  is 
much  ufed  by  the  Surgeons  to  cleanfe  and  ftimulate 
old  ulcers,  to  deftroy  proud  flelh,  to  induce  fup- 

purative 
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purative  inflammation  in  glandular,  fcrophulous 
fores,  and  is  occafionally  added  to  ophthalmic  oint- 
ments, in  ulcerations  of  the  eye-lids  (pforophthal- 
mia)  and  obfufcations  of  the  cornea.  The  bafis 
of  the  Balfamum  Ophtbalmicum  rubrum  of  St.  Yves , 
is  nitrated  quickfllver.  The  proportion,  about 
one  part  to  nine  of  butter,  or  ointment  of  hog's 
lard*  It  is  a very  ftrong  application,  and  fhould 
be  ufed  in  very  minute  quantities  (only  as  much  as 
equals  a large  pin’s  head,  night  and  morning)  and 
with  great  caution. 

(b)  Hydrargyrus  vitriolatus , Ph.  Lond.  Hy~ 
drargyrus  vitriolatus  fiavus , Ph.  Ed.  Vitriolaied 
Quickfllver.  Yellow vitriolated Quickfllver.  (Turpe- 
thum  Minerale.  Mercurius  emeticus  flavus.  Turbith 
mineral.  Yellow  emetic  mercury).  Obtained  by  dif- 
folving  quickfllver  in  the  vitriolic  acid,  evaporating  to 
drynefs,  and  walking  the  refiduum  repeatedly  with 
hot  water,  till  it  becomes  taftelefs.  This  prepara- 
tion is  of  a yellow  colour.  It  is  a calx  of  quick- 
fllver, retaining  a very  fmall  portion  of  vitriolic 
acid.  It  was  formerly  prefcribed  as  an  emetic,  in 
dofes  of  three,  four,  or  five  grains,  in  fwellings  of 
the  tefticles  from  a venereal  origin  j but  as  the  be- 
nefit derived  from  it  in  thefe  cafes,  was  folely  attri- 
butable to  the  naufea  and  vomiting,  and  as  thefe 
effects  can  be  as  powerfully,  and  lefs  hazardoufly, 

produced 
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produced  by  other  means,  its  ufe  in  this  way  is  now 
very  juftly  exploded.  It  has  been  recommended 
in  hydrophobia,  but,  as  we  are  difpofed  to  think, 
upon  very  uncertain  grounds.  On  the  whole,  we 
are  perfuaded  that  this  preparation  of  quickfilver 
is  too  virulent  for  internal  ufe,  and  need  not  be 
kept  in  the  apothecary’s  fhop,  unlefs  it  be  to  ferve 
as  an  Errhine. 

(7)  Calx  Hydrargyri  alba>  Ph.  L.  White  Calx 
of  Quickfilver.  (Mercurius  praecipitatus  albus. 
White  Precipitate  of  Mercury).  Prepared  by  dif- 
folving  muriated  quickfilver  in  water  impregnated 
with  fal  ammoniac,  and  afterwards  adding  to  the 
folution  a proper  quantity  of  water  of  prepared 
kali.  The  powder  which  falls  to  the  bottom,  on 
adding  the  water  of  prepared  kali,  is  quickfilver 
deprived  of  nearly  all  the  muriatic  acid  with  which 
it  was  before  combined.  It  is  afterwards  wafhed 
with  water  till  it  becomes  taftelefs.  It  is  only  ufed 
as  an  external  application.  The  Vnguentum  Calcis 
Hydrargyri  alb#  of  the  London  pharmacopoeia, 
confifts  of  one  dram  of  the  calx  and  one  ounce  and 
a half  of  ointment  of  hog’s  lard.  A fmall  portion  of 
this  ointment,  rubbed  between  the  fingers  and 
upon  the  wrifts,  every  night  till  the  pimples  go  off, 
is  an  effectual  cure  for  the  itch.  See  dfbejaurus  Me - 
dicaminum,  p.  361. 


(<0  Hy- 
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W By  dr  ar gyrus  pracipitatus  cinereus , Ph.  Ed. 
Grey,  or  afh-coloured  Precipitate  of  Quickfilver. 
(Pulvis  mercurii  cinereus.  Grey  mercurial  pow- 
der). Obtained  by  adding  to  a diluted  folution  of 
nitrated  quickfilver,  a lufficient  quantity  of  water  of 
ammonia,  and  afterwards  walhiog  and  drying  the 
precipitate.  This  preparation  is  a calx  of  quick- 
filver. It  is  given  in  venereal  cafes,  in  the  quantity 
of  two  or  three  grains  twice  a day.  Being  lefs  apt 
to  diforder  the  ftomach  and  bowels  than  moll  of  the 
other  mercurial  preparations,  it  is  in  many  inftances 
preferable  to  them.  Hahneman's  mercurius  folubilis 
(for  precipitating  which  from  the  nitrous  folution, 
water  of  pure  ammonia  is  ufed)  is  a preparation 
fimilar  to  this.  Amelung  de  Mercurio  folubili  Hah- 
nemani,  1792.  Appendix  to  Thejaurus  Medicami- 
num , article  1. 

(4)  By  the  fulphuration  of  quickfilver,  we  mean 
a chemical  union  of  quickfilver  with  fulphur,  in 
contra  diftindtion  to  a mere  mechanical  mixture,  of 
which  laft  the  hydrargyrus  cum  fulphure,  Ph.  Lond. 
and  hydrargyrus  fulphuratus  niger,  Ph.  Ed.  are 
examples,  and  have  been  already  treated  of  under 
the  head  of  quickfilver,  altered  by  trituration.  But 
when  the  aethiops  mineralis  is  prepared,  as  diredted 
in  the  Swedifh  and  fome  other  foreign  pharmaco- 
poeias, by  fuiion  or  liquefadtion,  inftead  of  tritu- 
ration. 
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ration,  then  a chemical  union,  and  confequently  a 
true  fulphuration  is  effected  j and  hence  we  have 
to  notice  in  this  place,  the 

5[  (a)  Ey  dr  ar gyrus  Julphuratus  niger  fujione  pa - 
rat  us.  Black  fulphurated  quickfilver*  prepared 

by  fufion.  (The  iEthiops  Mineralis  of  the  Swedifh 
difpenfatory).  Obtained  by  melting  fulphur  in  an 
iron  pot,  adding  quickfilver  to  it,  and  keeping  the 
\ whole  in  a ftate  of  liquefadtion,  ftirring  it  all  the 
while,  until  the  two  ingredients  appear  to  be  inti- 
mately united.  After  the  mafs  is  taken  from  the 
fire,  and  is  become  cold,  it  is  rubbed  to  a pow- 
der in  an  iron  mortar.  Like  the  JEthiops  mi- 
neralis, prepared  by  trituration,  this  is  a very 
uncertain  preparation,  and  ought  to  be  banifhed 
from  every  modern  pharmacopoeia. 

f (j)  Hydrargyrus  julphuratus  ruler , Ph.  Lond. 
Red  fulphurated  quickfilver.  (Cinnabaris  fa&itia. 
Fadtitious  Cinnabar).  Prepared  by  combining 
quickfilver  with  melted  fulphur,  and  afterwards 
fubjedting  the  compound  to  fublimation.  By  this 
procefs  the  quickfilver  is  more  clofely  united  with 
the  fulphur,  than  it  is  in  the  preceding  preparation. 
It  was  formerly  prefcribed  in  dofes  of  from  five  to 
fifteen  or  twenty  grains,  as  an  alterative,  in  cutaneous 
v K difeafes. 
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difeafes,  gouty  affe£lions,  &c.  and  not  many  years 
fince  it  was  cried  up  as  a remedy  againft  the  hydro- 
phobia. But  to  thefe  recommendations  the  en- 
lightened pra&itioner  gives  no  degree  of  credit ; 

and  as  little  faith  has  he  in  its  external  ufe  as  a 

. \ 

fumigation  in  venereal  ulcerations  of  the  throat. 
It  is  in  fa<5t,  like  all  the  fulphurated  compounds  of 
quickfilver,  a very  uncertain  preparation,  and  fhould 
be  cleared  away  from  the  apothecaries  fhelves.  What 
is  here  faid  of  the  fa&itious,  may  be  equally  ap- 
plied to  the  native  cinnabar,  which  is  (till  lefs  fit  for 
medicinal  ufe,  on  account  of  other  mineral  fub- 
ftances  with  which  it  is  accidentally  mixed. 

(5)  By  the  falification  of  quickfilver,  we  mean 
the  combination  of  it  with  acids,  fo  as  to  form 
either  perfect  falts,  or  compounds  partaking  of  the 
properties  of  falts. 

{a)  Hy dr ar gyrus  nitratus.  Nitrated  quickfilver. 
Prepared  by  diffolving  quickfilver  in  the  nitrous 
acid.  This  preparation  is  employed  for  making 
the  Unguentum  Hydrargyri  nitrati , Ph.  JLond.  & Ed, 
Ointment  of  nitrated  quickfilver.  (Unguentum 
citrinum.  Yellow  Ointment).  Hogs  lard,  firft 
melted  and  then  expofed  to  the  air  till  it  begins  to 
grow  (tiff,  is  mixed  with  the  nitrous  folution  above 

defcribed 


Clafs  I.  EVACUANTS.  B.  SIALAGOGUES.  IJI 

defcribed  whilft  the  folucion  is  yet  hot,  fo  as  to  form 
an  ointment.  It  is  applied,  in  very  fmall  quantities, 
to  pimples  and  Icabs. 

U)  Hy  dr  ar gyrus  muriatus,  Ph.  Lond.  Muri- 
ated  Quickfilver.  Hydrargyrus  muriatus  corrofivus , 
Ph.  Ed.  Corrofive  muriated  Quickfilver.  (Mer- 
curius  corrofivus  fublimatus.  Corrofive  fublimate 
of  mercury).  Confifts  of  quickfilver  combined 
with  the  muriatic  acid,  by  fublimation.  This  is  a 
very  ufeful  preparation  of  quickfilver ; but,  being 
a flrong  poifon,  can  only  be  given  in  very  minute 
dofes,  iuch  as  an  eighth  or  a quarter  of  a grain. 
In  this  way,  three  quarters  of  a grain,  or  a whole 
grain,  may  be  adminiflered  in  the  courfe  of  twenty- 
four  hours ; a greater  quantity  diforders  the  fto- 
mach  and  bowels. 

Muriated  quickfilver  arrefls  the  progrefs  of  the 
venereal  difeafe  more  quickly  than  any  other  pre- 
paration of  quickfilver,  without  affedting  the  fali- 
vary  glands.  Hence  where  the  fymptoms  are  ve^y 
urgent,  it  is  preferable  to  every  other  mercurial. 
It  has  alfo  this  further  advantage,  that  it  is  not  ne- 
cefTary  for  the  patient  to  be  under  much  reftraint 
during  its  ufe.  Thefe  are  ftrong  recommendations. 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  if  its  effedts  foon  take 
place,  they  likewife  foon  ceafe.  Hence  the  difeafe 
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frequently  re-appears  after  difcontinuing  its  ufe  ; 
fo  that  although  it  be  the  mod  convenient,  it  is  not 
always  the  fureft  remedy  againft  the  venereal  dif- 
eafe. 

There  are  two  modes  of  preferring  muriated 
quickfilver,  viz.  either  in  folution  or  in  pills. 
Van  Swieten’s  celebrated  folution  is  prepared  by 
diffolving  the  mercurial  fait  in  proof  fpirit  or  brandy. 
Every  ounce  of  the  folution  contains  half  a grain  of 
muriated  quickfilver  j fo  that  if  a table  fpoonful 
(i.  e.  half  an  ounce)  be  given  at  a time,  the  patient 
will  take  a quarter  of  a grain  for  a dofe,  which  may 
be  repeated  night  and  morning.  After  each  dofe, 
the  patient  fhould  dilute  largely  with  fome  muci- 
laginous liquor,  fuch  as  gruel,  mallow-ten,  or 
decoction  of  farfaparilla.  Of  this  folution  it  may 
be  remarked,  that  it  will  in  general  be  more  con- 
venient to  have  it  made  with  a double  quantity  of 
fpirit,  as  the  mercurial  fait  may  then  be  given  in 
more  divided  dofes,  viz.  only  the  eighth  part  of  a 
grain  at  a time.  The  fenfible  operation  of  this 
medicine  is  by  urine.  Where  it  occafions  ficknefs, 
griping,  or  purging,  the  dofe  muft  be  diminifhed, 
and  a little  opium  joined  with  it.  Where  there  is 
any  tendency  to  fpitting  of  blood,  its  ufe  is  im- 
proper. 

i 

As 
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As  the  Jpirituous  Jolution  of  this  mercurial  fait  is 
very  naufeous,  the  aqueous  Jolution  is  now  generally 
preferred.  It  is  made  with  diftilled  water  alone, 
or  with  diftilled  water  in  which  fome  fal  ammoniac 
has  been  previoufly  diffolved.  By  being  impreg- 
nated with  the  ammoniacal  fait,  the  water  difiolves 
the  muriated  quickfilver  more  completely.  In 
either  of  thefe  ways,  a folution  may  be  prepared  in 
any  given  proportion.  The  moft  convenient  is,  one 
grain  of  the  muriated  quickfilver  to  four  ounces  of 
water.  Of  this  one  table  fpoonful  (i.  e.  the  eighth 
part  of  a grain)  is  an  ordinary  dofe. 

If  the  form  of  pills  be  preferred,  difiblve  fix 
grains  of  muriated  quickfilver,  and  an  equal  quan- 
tity of  fal  ammoniac  in  fixty  drops  of  diftilled 
water,  add  as  much  crum  of  bread  or  bifcuit  pow- 
der as  will  make  the  whole  into  a pafte  of  a proper 
confidence,  and  divide  into  forty-eight  pills.  As 
each  pill  contains  the  eighth  part  of  a grain,  the 
dofes  may  be  regulated  with  great  exadtnefs.  Ja- 
cobi Methodus  mercurium  fublimatum  corrofivurq 
tutius  copiofnjfque  exhibendi,  1 778. 

Muriated  quickfilver  is  given  in  either  of  the 
ways  above  defcribed,  not  only  in  fyphilis,  but  in 
agieat  vaiiety  of  other  diforders,  and  particularly  iq 
cutaneous  dileafes,  old  ulcers,  fcrophulous  and 
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cancerous  fores  (Wloytt.  Gooch)  chronic  rheumatifm, 
arthritis,  &c.  It  is  applied  topically,  as  a collyrium, 
in  venereal  opthalmies  ; as  a gargle,  in  venereal 
fore  throats ; as  an  inje&ion  in  gonorrhea ; as  a 
wafhand  bath  in  the  itch  and  other  cutaneous  dif- 
eafes;  and  laftly,  as  a clyfter,  in  cafes  where  the 
ftomach  is  too  irritable  to  bear  it.  ( Von  Horne). 

The  aqua  ophthalmica  mercurialis  of  the  foreign 
difpenfatories,  confifts  of  one  grain  of  muriated 
quickfilver,  diffolved  in  from  four  to  fix  ounces  of 
diftilled  water. 

• 

f The  Aqua  Phagadanica  of  the  old  pharmaco- 
poeias, was  made  by^dding  half  a dram  of  this  mer- 
curial fait  to  a pint  of  lime  water.  I n this  preparation, 
greateft  part  of  the  muriated  quickfilver  is  decom- 
pounded. It  is  a bad  compofition,  and  is  deferv- 
edly  thrown  out  of  the  late  improved  pharmaco- 
poeias. It  is  ftill  employed  abroad  as  a wafli  for 
foul  ulcers,  whether  venereal  or  not;  but  the  pur- 
pofes  for  which  it  is  defigned,  may  in  all  cafes  be 
more  effectually  accompliihed  by  a weak  folution 
of  muriated  quickfilver  in  diftilled  water. 

For  further  obfervations  on  the  employment  of 
muriated  quickfilver,  the  reader  is  referred  to  the 
works  of  Turner,  Van  S widen , Pringle , John  Hunter , 

and 
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and  Belli  to  Storck* s Annus  medicus  fecundus, 
^ocher's  Obfervationes  pra&icse,  1762,  Buchner  de 
mercurii  fublimati  corrofivi  ufu  medico  interno, 
1758.  Le  Beque  de  Prejle  de  1’ufage  interne  du 
mercure  fublime  corrofif,  1764  j and,  laftly,  to 
Gardane' s Recherches  pratiques,  &c.  1770. 

(r)  Hy  dr  or gyrus  muriatus  mitis , Ph.  Lond. 
Mild  muriated  Quickfilver.  Hydrargyrus  muriatus 
pracipitatus , Ed.  Ph.  Precipitated  muriated  Quick- 
filver. (Mercurius  praecipitatus  dulcis).  This  is 
prepared  by  adding  to  a nitrous  folution  of  quick- 
filver, a ftrong  folution  of  lea  fait  in  diddled  wa- 
ter. The  precipitate  thus  obtained,  is  quickfilver 
combined  with  the  muriatic  acid.  It  is  walhed 
with  water  till  it  is  deprived  of  all  tafte.  This 
mercurial  preparation  is  given  in  dofes  of  one  or 
two  grains  once  or  twice  in  a day.  It  is  found  to 
vary  in  ftrength  as  it  comes  from  the  hands  of  difr 
ferent  chemifts.  The  preparation  which  imme- 
diately follows,  is  more  to  be  relied  upon  j and  as 
it  pofifefi.es  the  fame  properties,  and  anfwers  the 
fame  purpofes,  it  renders  the  hydrargyrus  muriatus 
praecipitatus  totally  fuperfluous. 

(■ d ) Calomelas , Ph.  Lond.  Calomel.  Hydrar- 
gyrus muriatus  mitis , Ph.  Ed.  Mild  muriated 
Quickfilver.  (Mercurius  dulcis.  Mercurius  dulcis 
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fubhmatus.  Aquila  alba.  Panacea  Mercurialis. 
Sweet  Mercury.  Sweet  fublimate  of  Mercury). 
Obtained  by  triturating  pure  quickfilver  with 
munated  quickfilver,  and  afterwards  fubjedting 
the  mafs  (each  time  rubbed  to  a powder)  to 
three  or  four  fublimations.  After  the  laft  fub- 
limation,  the  London  College  diredls  the  pro- 
duct to  be  wafhed  with  hot  diftilled  water.  This 
is  of  a middle  nature,  between  a calx  and  a fait. 
It  is  by  far  the  moft  ufeful  of  all  the  mercurial  pre- 
pa!  ations,  and  with  it  alone  many  pradlitioners  reft 
contented.  We  will  not  go  fo  far  as  to  fay  that, 
whoever  is  provided  with  this  may  difpenfe  with 
all  the  reftj  but  we  may  venture  to  affert,  that  the 
long  lift  of  mercurials  might,  with  as  n.uch  fafety 
to  the  fick  as  convenience  to  the  phyfician,  be 
reduced  to  three  preparations,  viz.  triturated  quick- 
filver, muriated  quickfilver,  and  calomel. 

As  a fialagogue,  calomel  is  given  in  dofes  of 
half  a grain  or  a grain  twice  or  thrice  a day.  The 
beft  mode  of  prefcribing  it  is  in  pills.  As  it  is  apt 
to  pafs  off  readily  by  the  bowels,  it  is  commonly 
neceffary  to  join  a fmall  quantity  of  opium  with  it. 

During  the  ufe  of  calomel,  and  indeed  of  all 
the  faline  preparations  of  quickfilver,  the  patient 
fhould  abftain  from  acids  and  all  acefcent  food. 
It  is  fcarcely  neceffary  to  add,  that  cold  fhould  at 

all 
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all  times  be  guarded  againft,  during  a mercurial 
courfe;  and  that  the  diet  lhould  be  mild,  but 
nourifhing,  confifting  almoft  entirely  of  milk  and 
farinaceous  and  mucilaginous  matters. 

The  other  difeafes,  befides  fyphilis,  in  which 
calomel  is  eminently  ufeful,  are  (i)  glandular  and 
vilceral  obftruCtions,  fuch  as  fcrophulous  and  fcir- 
rhous  tumors,  induration  of  the  liver,  jaundice,  &c. 
(2)  certain  convulfive  diforders,  fuch  as  epilepfy, 
tetanus,  tnfmus,  and  hydrophobia  j (3)  dropfical 
affections,  fuch  as  afcites,  hydrocephalus,  and  hy- 
drops ovariorum  ; (4)  certain  cutaneous  difeafes, 
fuch  as  lepra,  tinea,  Icabies ; (5)  certain  painful 
complaints,  fuch  as  odontalgia,  chronic  rheuma- 
tifm,  arthritis,  &c.  (6)  certain  local  inflammations, 
fuch  as  hepatitis,  fcrophulous  ophthalmia,  &c.  (7) 
certain  fevers,  fuch  as  fmail  pox,  dyfentery,  ter- 
tians, quartans,  bilious  remittent  fevers,  the  yel- 
low fever,  &c.  (8)  and  laftly,  worms. 

Various  adjuncts  are  preferibed  with  it,  accord- 
ing to  the  different  nature  of  the  difeafe.  Thus,  in 
fcrophulous  and  cancerous  complaints,  it  is  gene- 
rally joined  with  cicuta  j in  epilepfy  and  other  con- 
vullive  affections,  with  camphor,  opium,  and 
other  antifpafmodics  i in  dropfical  diforders,  with 
5 fquill 
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fquill  and  other  diuretics  ; in  lepra  and  other  cuta- 
neous affedtions,  with  guaiacum  j in  chronic  rheu- 
matifm,  with  the  peruvian  bark ; in  hepatitis  and 
other  inflammatory  diforders,  with  antimonial  pow- 
der j and  laftly,  in  worms,  with  aloes  and  other 
bitters.  Hoffman  de  Mercurio  Dulci,  1700.  Ca - 
merarius  de  Panacea  mercuriali,  1700.  Alberti  de 
Mercurii  dulcis  ufu,  1745.  Hildebrand  dulcis 
mercurii  laudes,  1794. 

In  the  preceding  account  of  quickfilver,  notice 
has  been  taken  of  all  thofe  preparations  which  are 
in  moil  eftimation  and  in  general  ufe.  There  are 
feveral,  however,  which  we  have  purpofely  paflfed 
by,  from  a convidtion  that  the  catalogue  is  already 
too  crouded  without  them.  Such  as  wifh  to  be- 
come acquainted  with  the  names  and  compofitions 
which  have  been  here  omitted,  will  find  them  in 
Schwediaur’s  Table  of  the  Preparations  of  Mercury, 
in  hisTreatifeon  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  1794.  See 
alfo  Baldinger  Hiftoria  Mercurii  et  Mercurialium 
Medica,  1781,  1785. 


C.  EXPECTORANTS 


Clq/S  1.  EVACUANTS.  C.  EXPECTORANTS.  *39 


C.  EXPECTORANTS. 

( i ) From  the  Animal  Kingdom. 

Oniscus  Afellus , Ph.  Lond.  et  Ed.  The 
Woodloufe  or  Slater.  (Millepeda).  This  infect 
was  formerly  prefcribed  in  humoural  afthmas ; but 
is  now  defervedly  out  of  repute  either  as  an  expec- 
torant or  as  a diuretic.  Dole,  20  or  40  grains. 

Woodlice  are  prepared  for  medicinal  ufe,  by 
putting  them  into  a thin  canvas  bag,  and  hanging 
them  over  the  {teams  of  fpirit  of  wine,  made  hot, 
till  they  are  killed  and  become  friable. 

(<3)  Sal  Cornu  Cervi,  Ph.  Lond.  SaltofHartf- 
horn.  Obtained  by  fubjefting  to  diftillation  the 
horns  of  the  {tag.  This  fait  is  the  ammonia  or 
volatile  alkali,  with  an  admixture  of  empyreumatic 
oil.  As  it  may  be  procured,  and  commonly  is  pro- 
cured, from  the  horns  and  bones  of  other  quadru- 
peds, there  is  a manifeft  impropriety  in  the  old 
name  retained  by  the  London  College.  It  ihould 
have  had  a generic  appellation,  fuch  as  has  been 
bellowed  upon  it  in  the  Edinburgh  pharmacopoeia. 


viz. 
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viz.  Ammonia  ex  Ojfibus,  ammonia,  or  volatile  al- 
kali, from  bones,  to  diflinguifh  it  frorp  the  volatile 
alkali  prepared  from  fal  ammoniac.  Salt  of  hartf- 
horn  is  given  in  fome  afthmatic  cafes,  in  dofes  of 
five,  ten,  or  fifteen  grains,  either  alone  or  joined 
with  afafoetida.  It  is  improper  where  there  is  any 
inflammatory  affedtion  of  the  lungs. 

(b)  Liquor  volatilis  Cornu  Cervi , Fh.  Lond. 
Volatile  liquor  of  Hartfhorn.  Aqua  ammonia  ex 
cjjibus,  Ph.  Ed.  Water  of  ammonia  from  bones. 
(Spiritus  Cornu  Cervi.  Spirit  of  Hartlhorn).  Is 
obtained  by  diftillation  from  the  horns  of  the  flag, 
or  the  horns  and  bones  of  other  animals.  It  is 
fometimes  given  to  promote  expedtoration  in  hu- 
moural  and  fpafmodic  afthmas,  in  dofes  of  fifteen, 
thirty,  or  fixty  drops,  either  alone  or  in  conjunction 
with  afafoetida.  Like  the  fait,  it  is  too  ftimulant 
to  be  had  recourfe  to  where  there  is  much  pneu- 
monic inflammation. 

«j[  Mel.  Honey.  (See  p.  45).  Ufually  con- 
fidered  as  an  expedtorant,  but  feldom  ferviceable, 
often  hurtful,  when  prefcribed  as  fuch.  Sugar, 
and  its  preparations,  may  at  all  times  fupply  its 
place.  For  mel  acetatum , fee  Diaphoretics. 

( 2)  From 
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(2)  From  the  Vegetable  Kingdom . 

Allium  Jativumi  Hexandria.  Monogynia. 
Liliaccae.  Sicily.  (Radix).  Garlick.  Given  raw, 
or  boiled  with  milk  or  broth,  in  pituitous  afthma 
and  catarrh.  (Mead.  Rojenjlein).  The  Syrupus 
Allii  of  the  Swedilh  pharmacopoeia,  is  made  by 
fteeping  in  a covered  vefiel,  a pound  of  frefh  gar- 
lick,  bruifed,  in  a quart  of  hot  water,  and  after- 
wards adding  a fufficient  quantity  of  fugar  to  the 
(trained  liquor.  It  is  given  in  dofes  of  one  or  two 
drams. 

Ammoniacum.  Gummi-refina.  Gum  Ammo- 
niacum.  The  plant  which  yields  this  gum  refin, 
remains  yet  unknown.  It  is  brought  to  us  from 
the  Eaft  Indies,  and  from  ^Ethiopia,  Eygpt,  and 
other  parts  of  Africa. 

1 

This  gum-refin  is  one  of  the  molt  valuable  ex- 
pectorants in  the  whole  materia  medica.  It  is  only 
furpafled  by  the  fquill  in  fome  cafes,  and  by  afa- 
foecida  in  others. 

It  is  prefcribed  in  afthmas,  in  chronic  catarrhs, 
in  the  hooping  cough,  peripneumonia  notha,  and 
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in  fome  ftages  of  phthifis  pulmonalis.  It  is  given 
either  in  the  form  of  a milky  liquor,  made  by  tri- 
turating it  with  water,  or  in  pills.  In  the  former 
mode  it  is  frequently  joined  with  oxymel  of  fquill, 
with  tartarifed  antimony,  with  camphorated  tinc- 
ture of  opium,  &c.  In  the  latter,  it  is  combined 
with  the  frefli  or  dried  fquill,  with  afafcetida,  with 
myrrh,  &c.  Dofe,  ten  grains  to  half  a dram.  The 
lac  ammoniaci , Ph.  Lond.  (ammoniacum- milk) 
confifts  of  two  drams  of  ammoniacum  triturated 
with  half  a pint  of  water.-  Dofe,  from  half  an 
ounce  to  an  ounce  and  a half. 

This  gum-refin  is  an  ingredient  in  the  PiluU 
JcilUy  Ph.  Lond.  et  Ed.  and  in  the  Emplajlrum 
Ammoniaci  cum  Hydrargyro , Ph.  Lond.  and  Em- 
plajlrum gummofum , Ph.  Ed. 

In  large  dofes  ammoniacum  purges;  hence, 
when  it  is  prefcribed  as  an  expe&orant,  it  fhould  be 
given  in  fmall  quantities,  frequently  repeated.  It 
is  not  proper  where  there  is  much  inflammation, 
for  then  it  irritates  without  unloading  the  lungs. 

Arum  maculatum.  Gynandria.  Polyandria. 
According  to  Einnteus  (the  Son)  and  Stokes  in 
Withering^  it  belongs  to  Moncecia  Monandria. 

Piperitte, 
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Piperitae.  Indigenous.  (Radix).  Wake  Robin, 
or  Cuckow  Pint.  The  frefh  root  of  this  plant  has 
been  prefcribed  with  advantage  in  humoural  afth- 
mas.  It  may  be  given  in  dofes  of  fifteen  or  twenty 
grains  three  times  a day.  It  is  generally  com- 
bined with  gum  arabic  or  fome  other  mucilage, 
which  blunts  and  moderates  its  acrimony.  When 
given  in  a folid  form  ( Thefaurus  Medicamimm , p.  33) 
the  patient  fhould  dilute  with  deco&ion  of  barley 
or  gruel.  Perhaps  the  belt  mode  of  exhibiting  it, 
is  to  triturate  it,  afcer  the  manner  of  Lewis  (Dif- 
penfatory,  p.  608,  fourth  edition)  with  gum-arabic 
and  water,  fo  as  to  form  an  emulfion. 

The  conferva  ari,  Ph.  Lond.  is  made  by  beating 
up  the  frefh  root  with  three  times  its  weight  of  fine 
fugar.  Dofe,  thirty  grains  to  a dram.  The  dried 
root  poffelfes  little  or  no  virtue. 

Colchicum  autunmale.  Hexandria.  Tri- 
gynia.  Liliaceae.  Indigenous.  (Radix).  Mea- 
dow Saffron.  Has  been  given  with  good  effeft  in 
humoural  afthmas.  ( Storck ).  The  Qxymel  Coi- 
chici , Ph.  Lond.  is  made  by  deeping  an  ounce  of 
the  diced  root  in  a pint  of  vinegar,  and  afterwards 
adding  to  the  liquor  filtered  and  expreffed  from  the 
root,  two  pounds  of  honey,  and  boiling  the  whole 

to 
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to  a proper  thicknefs.  Dofe,  one  or  two  drams. 


The  Syrupus  Colchici3  Ph.  Ed.  is  made  by  macerat- 
ing the  root  in  vinegar,  in  the  fame  proportions, 
and  afterwards  adding  to  the  filtered  liquor  twenty- 
fix  ounces  of  fugar,  and  boiling  it  to  the  confidence 
of  a fyrup.  It  may  be  given  in  the  fame  quantities 
as  the  oxymel.  As  the  adtive  particles  of  the  col- 
chicum  are  of  a volatile  nature,  the  boiling  in  both 
thefe  preparations  fhould,  if  poffible,  be  avoided. 
They  muft  always  vary  in  ftrength  according  to  the 
greater  or  lefs  degree  of  codtion.  Is  it  owing  to 
this  circumftance,  or  to  a variation  of  adlivity  in 
the  root,  from  a difference  of  foil  and  fituation, 
that  the  refults  of  the  trials  with  it  have  been  fo 
different  in  different  hands  ? That  it  naturally  pof- 
feffes  great  acrimony,  we  have  inconteftible  proof  j 
hence  confiderable  caution  is  neceffary  in  ufing  it. 
At  firft,  the  dofe  may  be  a dram  of  the  oxymel  or 
fyrup,  taken  in  an  ounce  or  two  of  fome  aromatic 
water,  twice  or  thrice  a day.  After  a little  time, 
the  quantity  may  be  doubled,  tripled,  or  quadru- 
plicated, according  to  its  effedls.  As  the  dofe  is 
increafed,  the  intervals  between  the  repetitions 
fhould  be  lengthened,  as  large  dofes  have  fometimes 
a very  ledative  effedt.  After  all,  from  the  expe- 
rience we  have  had  of  it,  we  are  induced  to  think  it 
inferior,  both  as  an  expedlorant  and  diuretic,  to 
the  fquill,  and  therefore  fet  it  afide  as  fuperfluous. 

S torch 
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Storck  Libellus  de  Colchici  autumnalis  radice,  1763. 
Ehrmann  de  Colchico  autumnali,  1772,  and  after- 
wards reprinted  in  Baldinger’ s Sylloge  Opufculorum 
aro-umenti  Medico-Practici,  Vol.  V. 

D 

Copaiff.ra  officinalis.  Decandria.  Mono- 

o-vnia.  Dumofe.  Arbor.  Brazil,  and  other 
& * 

parts  of  South  America.  (Balfamum  copaiva). 
Balfam  of  Copaiva.  The  obfervations  on  the  ufe 
of  the  Toluifera  Balfamum , as  an  expector- 
ant, will  apply  here*  We  therefore  refer  to  that 
article. 

Digitalis  purpurea.  Didynamia.  Angiof- 
permia.  Solanace^.  Indigenous.  (Folia)  Fox- 
glove. Of  late  years  this  herb  has  been  given  with 
great  fuccefs  in  humoural  afthmas,  and  in  fome 
kinds  and  flages  of  phthifis  pulmonalis  ; but,  as  its 
good  effects  in  thefe  cafes  may  be  referred  to  its 
action  on  the  kidnies,  we  fhall  referve  what  we 
have  to  fay  refpecting  its  adminiftration  and  dofes, 
till  we  come  to  treat  of  Diuretics. 

Ferula  JJafatida.  Pentandria.  Digynia. 
Umbellatce.  Perfia.  (Afa  fcetida.  Gummi'-refina). 
Afa  foetida.  The  juice  which  flows  from  the 
wounded  root,  infpiffated  and  concreted  by  the  heat 
of  the  fun.  This  gummy-refinous  concrete  is  an 
excellent  expectorant  in  afthmatic  cafes,  and  it  has 
been  prefcribed  with  good  effect  in  the  hooping- 
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cough  and  croup.  From  ten  to  twenty  or  thirty 
grains  are  given  for  a dofe,  either  in  pills  or  tri- 
turated with  water,  fo  as  to  form  a milky  liquor. 
As  afafoetida  is  a powerful  ftimulant,  it  is  improper 
where  there  is  any  inflammatory  affection.  On  ac- 
count of  its  heating  quality,  it  is  often  ufeful  to  join 
antimonials  with  it.  This  gum-refin  is  an  ingre- 
dient in  the  PiluU  Galbani  compofita , Ph.  Lond. 
the  PiluU  Afe  fetid a compojil a,  Ph.  Ed.  (formerly 
called  PiluU  Gummofe ) and  the  Emplajlrum  afe 
fcetidce , Ph.  Ed.  The  other  officinal  preparations 
from  this  drug,  are,  the  Lac  Afe  jcetida,  Ph.  Lond. 
which  is  made  in  the  fame  manner,  and  in  the  fame 
proportions  as  the  ammoniacum-milk  5 dofe,  half 
an  ounce  or  an  ounce  ; the  Hindi  nr  a of  a fetid*, 
Ph.  Lond.  et  Ed.  of  which  one  or  two  drams  are 
given  for  a dofe ; and  the  Spirit  us  Ammonia  fetidus , 
Ph.  Lond.  et  Ed.  of  which  from  fifteen  to  fifty 
drops  may  be  given  at  once.  The  tinfture  and 
fpirit  are  chiefly  uled  as  Antifpafmodics. 

Glycyrrhiza  glabra . Liquorice.  See  De- 
mulcents. 

Lichen  JJlandicus.  Iceland,  or  Eryngo-leaved 
Liverwort.  See  Demulcents  and  Tonics. 

f Mentha  Pulegium . Did  yn  ami  a.  Gym- 

nofpermia,  Verticillatae.  Indigenous.  (Pulegi- 
um. 
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um.  Herba).  Pennyroyal.  The  juice  of  this 
herb,  and  the  infufion  of  it,  were  formerly  in  high 
repute  in  this  country,  as  a remedy  in  the  hooping- 
cough  and  afthma;  but,  as  an  expedorant,  the 
pulegium  is  now  juftly  defpifed  by  every  judicious 
pradidoner.  Our  pharmacopoeias  have  ftill  an 
Aqua  and  a Spiritus  Pulegii. 

Myrrha.  (Gummi-refina).  Myrrh.  It  is 
mot  yet  known  from  what  vegetable  this  gummy- 
refinous  fubftance  is  obtained.  We  receive  it  from 
Arabia  Felix,  and  Abyffinia. 

Myrrh  is  no  contemptible  expedorant  in  hu- 
moural  afthmas,  chronic  pituitous  catarrhs,  and 
certain  fpecies  and  degrees  of  phthifis  pulmonalis, 
where  there  is  more  of  debility  than  of  adive  in- 
flammation. If  in  confequence  of  having  been 
prefer! bed  indifcriminately  in  all  cafes  and  in  all 
ftages  of  phthifis,  it  has  often  aggravated,  inftead  of 
mitigating  the  difeafe  \ we  are  not,  for  this  reafon, 
to  expel  it,  as  Cullen  and  Fothergill  have  done,  from 
among  the  medicines  of  this  order.  We  readily 
admit,  that,  on  account  of  its  ftimulant  and  heating 
effeds,  it  is  improper  where  there  is  much  pulmonic 
inflammation  and  high  degree  of  hedic  fever  ; but, 
•vhere  the  oppofite  conditions  are  obferved,  where 
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the  inflammatory  ftage  is  pafled,  and  the  fuppura-jl 
tive  ftage  is  entered  upon,  there  myrrh  and  fomejl 
of  its  preparations  may  frequently  be  employee  [I 
with  advantage.  Griffith.  Simmons . Saunders,  I 

Fritze  in  Murray , Vol.  VI. 

Much  depends  upon  the  mode  in  which  thhji 
drug  is  exhibited.  Murray  has  very  properly  cen-jl 
fured  the  prabtice  of  combining  it  with  fpermaceti  4 
as  adopted  at  Guy’s  Hofpital.  Such  an  additiorM 
renders  it  unpleafant  to  the  palate  and  oppreffivt  I 
to  the  ftomach,  and  is  in  no  refpedt  fuited  to  favour  1 
or  promote  the  operation  of  the  myrrh.  In  like n 
manner,  Griffith’s  mode  ofjoining  it  with  vitriolat-  I 
ed  iron  and  an  alkaline  fait,  is,  as  Dr.  Donald  MonrM 
has  remarked  (Fhejaurus  Medicaminumy  p.  240  J 
not  without  fault.  When  we  give  it  in  a liquicl 
form,  we  generally  direbt  it  to  be  triturated  with  ai  j 
alkaline  fait,  or  elfe  with  a neutral  fair,  fuch  as  vi  || 
triolated  kali,  and  a lufficient  quantity  of  infufioiij 
of  mint  and  chamomile  j and  if  we  judge  it  righ  1 
to  employ  a chalybeate  at  the  fame  time,  we  pre  1 
feribe  the  rubigo  ferri,  made  into  pills  with  rhubarb  l| 
powder  and  a little  extratt  of  cicuta.  In  this  way  I 
we  avoid  difgufting  the  patient  with  an  unfightl;|| 
and  naufeotis  mixture,  fuch  as  Griffith's-,  and,  wha|l 
is  of  more  confequence,  we  avoid  putting  tegethe  II 
fubftances'  (viz.  prepared  kali  and  vitriolated  iron  E 
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which,  on  account  of  their  chemical  action  upon 
each  other,  have  their  qualities  mutually  altered, 
and  confequently  render  the  operation  and  dofes 
of  each  undeterminable. 

Another  mode  of  exhibiting  myrrh  deferves  to 
be  noticed  ; we  mean  Fritze  s combination  of  it, 
as  mentioned  by  Murray,  with  the  decoction  of  the 
lichen  iflandicus.  It  fhould  be  remarked,  how- 
ever, that  this  practitioner  ufes  not  the  common 
' myrrh,  but  the  watery  extract,  which  we  fhall  af- 
terwards defcribe. 

The  dofe  of  myrrh  is  from  ten  grains  to  half  a 
dram  or  two  fcruples. 

When  myrrh  is  given  in  powder,  after  Flojf- 
man'%  manner  ( Fhejaurus  Medicaminum , p.  24  and 
.25)  the  patient  fhould  affift  its  operation  by  free 
dilution  with  decoction  of  liquorice  root  or  decoc- 
tion of  barley. 

When  given  as  an  expectorant,  in  the  form  of 
pills,  it  is  cuftomary  to  join  with  it  ammoniacum, 
fquill,  extract  of  liquorice,  or  foap. 

The  Pulvis  Myrrh a compofitus , Ph.  Lond.  con- 
fifts  of  myrrh,  favin,  rue,  and  caftor.  It  is  not 
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ufed  as  an  expedtorant,  but  only  as  an  emmena- 
gogue.  The  fame  ufe  is  made  of  the  Pulvis  Aloes 
cum  Ferro , which  confifts  of  aloes,  myrrh,  extract 
of  gentian,  and  vitriolated  iron.  Myrrh  is  a prin- 
cipal ingredient  in  the  following  preparations,  viz. 
the  Pilula  Aloes  cum  Myrrha , Ph.  Lond.  et  Ed. 
Pilula  Aloctica , Ph.  Ed.  Pilula  Galbani  compojita, 
Ph.  J.ond.  Pilula  AJa fcetida  compojita , Ph.  Ed. 
FinAura  Myrrha,  Ph.  Lond.  et  Ed.  FinAura  Aloes 
compofila,  Ph.Lond.  (formerly  called  Elixir  Aloes) 
Fin  Aura  Aloes  cum  Myrrha,  Ph,  Ed.  (formerly 
Elixir  Proprietatis)  and  Fin  Aura  Aloes  vitriolata, 
Ph.  Ed.  (formerly  Elixir  Proprietatis  vitriolicum). 
Of  all  thefe  preparations,  the  ufes  and  dofes  will  be 
found  under  Cathartics  and  Emmenagogues. 

The  Extra  A um  Myrrha  aquojurn  (Watery  ex-, 
tradt  of  myrrh)  of  the  foreign  pharmacopoeias,  is 
made  by  dilTolving  myrrh  in  water,  and  evaporating 
the  folution  to  the  confidence  of  an  extradt  [Fhe~- 
Jaurus  Medicaminum,  p.  27).  This  extract,  being 
chiefly  the  gum  without  the  refin,  is  found  to  be: 
lefs  heating  than  the  natural  drug,  and  on  this 
account  is  preferred  by  fome  pradtitioners  in  phthi- 
fical  and  hectical  cafes.  It  may  be  given  in  dofes 
of  a fcruple  or  half  a dram. 

Nicotiana 
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Nicotiana  Vabacum.  (See  page  1 1 1).  To- 
bacco. When  tobacco  is  u fed  as  an  expedorant, 
it  fhould  be  deprived  of  its  faline  matter,  and 
more  efpecially  of  its  volatile  acrimonious  oil, 
otherwife  it  proves  too  irritating  for  many  pul- 
monic difeafes.  It  is  deprived  of  thefe  irritating 
particles  in  the  preparation  of  the  Extraftum  Nico- 
tians of  the  foreign  pharmacopoeias.  This  is  made 
by  macerating  the  dried  leaves  for  a night  in  fix 
times  their  weight  of  water,  and  turning  them  out 
the  next  morning  upon  a fieve,  that  the  water  may 
drain  from  them.  The  leaves,  thus  wafhed  and 
macerated,  are  then  boiled  very  brifkly  in  ten  times 
their  weight  of  pure  water,  till  half  is  evaporated, 
when  thedecodion  is  drained.  (The  clarification 
with  the  white  of  egg  is  an  unneceffary  trouble). 
Laftly,  this  decodfion  is  afterwards  infpiflatcd  to 
the  confidence  of  an  extract  ; which  has  been  given 
with  good  effed  in  pituitous  afthmas,  chronic  ca- 
tarrhs, and  in  fome  cafes  of  phthifis,  ( Schulz , Ro- 
fenftein , Cullen).  Dofe,  from  one  to  three  or  four 
grains. 

Pimpinella  Anifwm.  Pentandria.  Digynia. 
Umbellatae.  Syria,  Egypt.  (Anifum.  Semen). 
Anifeed.  Frequently  ufed  as  an  expedorant  in 
aftbmatic  affedions.  For  this  purpofe,  a ftrong 
infufion  of  the  feeds,  or  the  effential  oil,  are  given  ; 

E 4 of 


*52  IVACUA.NTS.  C.  EXPECTORANTS.  CM  L 

of  the  latter  preparation,  viz.  the  Oleum  ejfentiale 
4mfiy  Ph.  Lond.  et  Ed.  the  dofe  is  from  two  to 
fix  drops.  The  Spiritus  anifi  compofitus , Ph.  Lond. 
is  chiefly  ufed  as  a carminative.  See  Stimulants 
and  Antifpafmodics.  The  effential  oil  is  an  ingre- 
dient in  the  TinSlura  Opii  Camphor  at  a,  Ph.  Lond. 

and  J inSlur  a Opii  Ammoniata , Ph.  Ed.  See  Nar- 
cotics. 

Polygala  Senega.  Diadelphia.  Oftaqdria. 
Lomeutaces.  \ irginia,  Pennfyivania,  Maryland,  and 
other  parts  of  North  America.  (Seneka.  Radix). 
Seneka,  or  Rattle-fnake  Root.  This  root  is  fre- 
quently employed  with  advantage  in  pleurifies,  pe- 
ripneumonies  and  humoural  afthmas.  In  the  two 
firftdilbrders,  it  is  fcarcely  nepefiary  to  remark,  that 
itfhould  not  be  adminiftered  until  the  inflammation 
has  been  removed,  or  greatly  abated  by  venefeftion 
and  other  means.  (Bouvart}Tennent,  Percivall).  The 
bell  mode  of  preferring  it  is  in  deception.  In  the 
Decoftum  Seneka , Ph.  Ed.  the  proportions  are  one 
ounce  of  the  root  to  two  pints  of  vyater,  boiled 
down  to  fixteen  ounces.  Of  this,  an  ounce  or  an 
ounce  and  a half  may  be  given  every  fecond  or  third 
hour.  It  commonly  operates  both  by  expectoration 
and  urine.  When  it  purges,  the  dofe  flioula  be 
diminifhed  ; and  if,  notwithftanding,  it  fhould  con- 
tinue to  pafs  off  too  readily  by  the  bowels,  it  Ihould 
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he  difeontinued.  Where  there  is  much  febrile  af- 
feCtion,  an  antimonial,  fuch  as  the  vinum  antimonii, 
may  be  advantageoufly  joined  with  it ; but  in  very 
(mail  quantity,  as  the  decoCtion  itfelf  in  fome  con- 
ftitutions  produces  nauiea  and  ficknefs  ; which, 
however,  may  generally  be  prevented  by  the  addi- 
tion of  cinnamon  water,  and  a little  fyrup  of  the 
white  poppy.  We  have  occafionally  ordered  cam- 
phor with  it,  and  have  thought  that  its  expectorating 
operation  has  been  promoted,  and  its  purgative 
tendency  checked  by  it.  Linn^us  cie  Radice  Senegas 
in  Amsenitat.  Acad.  Vol.  II.  Betharding  de 
Seneca,  1749-  For  further  remarks  on  this  root, 
fee  Diuretics  and  Diaphoretics. 

Scilla  maritima . Hexandria.  Monogynia. 
Liliapeas.  Portugal,  Spain,  Italy.  (Radix).  Squill. 
The  bulbous  root  of  this  plant  is  one  of  the  molt 
ufeful  expectorants  in  the  materia  medica  ; yet  it 
often  fails  in  the  hands  of  ordinary  practitioners, 
from  one  or  other  of  the  following  caufes,  viz. 
Firft,  owing  to  l'ome  improper  condition  of 
the  patient  ; fecondly,  owing  to  a depravation  of  the 
drug  by  long  keeping  or  pharmaceutical  treatment  ; 
and,  thirdly,  owing  to  the  negleCt  of  combining  it 
with  fuicable  auxiliaries.  As  to  the  firft  of  thefe 
circumftances,  viz.  the  particular  condition  of  the 
patient,  it  is  a matter  of  more  moment  than  is 

commonly 
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commonly  apprehended.  The  fquill  root  pouffes 
great  acrimony,  and  ftimulates  powerfully  j fo  that 
where  there  is  much  febrile  or  inflammatory  af- 
fection, or  great  irritability,  it  only  renders  the 
cough  more  frequent,  and  opprefles  inftead  of  un- 
loading the  lungs.  In  pleuritic,  peri  pneumonic, 
and  catarrhal  cafes,  when  given  under  the  forbid- 
ding  conditions  juft  mentioned,  we  have  known 
it  to  exafperate  the  fever,  and  bring  on  ftrangury  and 
fpitting  of  blood.  Eflentially  neceffary,  therefore, 
is  it  to  the  fuccefsful  operation  of  this  medicine, 
that  inflammation  and  fever  be  for  the  moft  part 
fubdued  previoufly  to  its  exhibition  ; and  if  great 
irritability  prevail,  that  fuch  other  fubftances  be 
employed  in  conjunction  with  it,  as  are  fuited  to 
leflfen  or  remove  that  unfavourable  ftate  of  the  patient. 
The  firft  iiHobe  efFe&ed  by  venefedtion,  antimonials, 
and  other  evacuants ; and  to  accomplifh  the  latter, 
camphor  and  opium  may  be  employed.  By  due 
attention  to  thefe  precautions,  the  fquill  root  may 
be  adminiftered  with  the  beft  fuccefs  in  the  cafes 
above  mentioned,  provided  it  be  aflifted  by  plen- 
tiful dilution  with  mucilaginous  liquors,  a point  not 
fufficiently  attended  to  in  ordinary  practice. 

Squill  is  not  only  ufeful  in  certain  ftages  and 
conditions  of  pleurify,  peripneumony,  and  catarrh, 

but 
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but  alfo  in  a great  variety  of  other  pulmonic  difeafes, 
and  efpecially  afthma  and  nooping-cough. 

A fecond  caufe  of  the  failure  of  this  drug  in 
many  hands,  is  its  depravation  by  long  keeping 
or  by  pharmaceutical  treatment. 

Without  great  care,  the  raw  root  becomes 
mufty  or  putrid  by  long  keeping,  and  when  in  that 
date  it  is  evident  it  mutt  be  quite  unfit  for  medi- 
cinal ufe.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  exficcation  be 
not  conduced  flowly  and  with  a gentle  heat,  or,  if 
roots  which  have  been  injured  in  being  brought 
from  abroad,  or  fpoiled  by  being  kept  in  an  im- 
proper fituation,  happen  to  be  made  ufe  of,  then 
the  dried  drug  will  be  bad.  Thus  it  is  (either  from 
applying  too  great  a degree  of  heat  in  the  drying, 
or  from  the  badnefs  of  the  roots  before  the  drying) 
that  the  dried  fquill  often  difappoints  the  prefcriber. 
Y et,  when  good  roots  are  feledted,  and  the  exficca- 
tion is  conducted  with  caution,  the  dried  is,  for  all 
medical  purpofes,  far  preferable  to  the  raw  drug. 
In  like  manner,  the  fquill  is  often  impaired  by  too 
much  heat  in  the  boiling  of  the  oxymel.  This  cir- 
cumilance,  added  to  the  tendency  which  this  honied 
preparation  has  to  ferment  in  warm  weather,  ac- 
counts for  the  uncertainty  of  operation  which 
4 we 
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we  have  fomecimes  obferved  in  the  ufe  of  the  oxy- 
mel  fcillae.  y 

A third  caufe  of  failure  in  the  exhibition  of 
fqmll,  is  a negleCt  to  combine  it  with  fuitable  aux- 
iliaries. Thus,  where  there  is  any  febrile  affec- 
tion, it  feldom  fucceeds  unlefs  neutral  falts  are  added 
to  it,  and  copious  dilution  with  mucilaginous  li- 
quors is  enjoined.  Our  method,  in  thefe  cafes,  is 
to  direCt  the  dried  fquill  to  be  triturated  to  a pow- 
der with  nitre  or  vitriolated  kali,  and  to  be  taken 
in  a large  draught  of  decoCtion  of  barley.  We 
have  already  hinted  at  other  additions  to  it,  fuch  as 
camphor  and  opium,  where  inftead  of  inflamma- 
tion, there  is  great  irritability.  On  the  other  hand, 
in  afthmas  attended  with  corpulency  and  a cacheCtic 
condition,  mercurials  are  added  with  advantage. 
In  thefe  cafes,  triturated  quickfilver  is  commonly 
employed ; but  of  all  the  mercurial  preparations 
we  have  found  calomel  in  fmall  quantities  to  pro- 
mote moft  effectually  the  operation  of  the  fquill. 
For  this  purpofe  we  give  half  a grain  of  calomel  and 
two  grains  of  dried  fquill,  with  three  grains  of 
aromatic  powder,  made  into  two  pills,  twice,  or, 
if  the  fymptoms  are  urgent,  thrice  in  the  fpace  of 
twelve  or  fourteen  hours. ‘Were  fquill  a medi- 

cine feldom  called  for,  we  fhould  not  have  dwelt 
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fo  long  upon  it  j but  being  in  fuch  general  ufe,  it 
appeared  to  us  to  be  a matter  of  confiderable  mo- 
ment, to  imprels  upon  the  minds  of  young  prac- 
titioners the  preceding  precautions,  on  the  obferv- 
ance  of  which  its  fuccefsful  exhibition  in  a great 

meafure  depends. 

The  frejh  or  raw  root,  is  given  in  dofes  of  five 
to  fifteen  grains  j the  dried  root  in  dofes  of  one  to 
five  grains. 

In  our  pharmacopoeias,  we  have  the  following 
preparations  of  this  root,  viz.  the  Conferva  SciiLe , 
Ph.  Lond.  which  confifts  of  one  part  of  the  frefii 
root  and  five  parts  of  fine  fugar.  Dofe,  half  a 
dram.  PiluUScilU , Ph.  Lond.  which  con  fill  of 
one  part  of  the  dried  root,  ginger  and  foap,  each, 
three  parts,  ammoniacum  two  parts,  beat  up  with 
fyrup  of  ginger.  The  Pilule  Scilliticce,  Ph.  Ed.  are 
compofed  of  dried  fquill  one  part,  gum  ammonia- 
cum, lefier  cardamom-feeds,  and  extract  of  liquo- 
rice, each,  three  parts,  beat  up  with  fimple  fyrup. 
The  pills  of  either  pharmacopoeia,  may  be  given 
in  dofes  of  five  to  fifteen  grains.  The  Acetum  S cilice, 
Ph.  Lond.  is  made  by  macerating  for  twenty-four 
hours,  with  a gentle  heat,  one  pound  of  dried  fquill 
with  fix  pints  of  vinegar,  and  afterwards  adding  to 
the  expreffed  liquor  half  a pint  offpirit  ofwine.  Plalfa 
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dram  or  a dram  is  a common  dofe.  It  is  confider- 
ably  dronger  than  the  Acetum  S cilia,  Ph.  Ed.  which 
is  made  by  macerating  for  eight  days,  two  ounces 
of  the  dried  root  in  two  pints  and  a half  of  diddled 
vinegar,  and  afterwards  adding  to  the  expreffed 
liquoi  three  ounces  of  rectified  fpirit  of  wine.  One 
or  two  drams  may  be  given  for  a dofe. 

The  Mel S cilia,  Ph.  Lond.  is  made  by  boil— 
ing  three  paits  honey  and  two  parts  tindture  of 
fquill,  to  the  confidence  of  a fyrup.  Dofe,  a dram. 
This  preparation  may  well  be  difpenfed  with. 
The  Oxymel  6 cilia,  Ph.  Lond.  is  prepared  by  boil- 
ing three  paits  honey  with  two  parts  vinegar  of 
fquill.  Dofe,  from  one  to  two  drams.  Of  the 
honied  preparations  of  this  and  other  drugs,  it  may- 
be remarked,  that  as  they  are  very  liable  to  fpoil 
by  long  keeping,  and,  in  refped  of  efficacy,  have 
no  advantage  whatever  over  the  faccharine  compo- 
fitions,  we  are  furprifed  to  fee  fo  much  partiality 
for  them  among  our  countrymen.  Honey,  fo  far 
from  favouring,  frequently  thwarts  the  operation  of 
the  fquill,  in  confluence  of  its  heating  and  irritating 
effe&s.  Howfoever  highly  it  might  formerly  be 
efteemed  as  a pe&oral,  when  its  nature  and  acdion 
were  not  properly  underdood,  honey  has  now  judly 
fallen  into  difufe  in  pulmonic  difeafes,  among  the  more 
difceming  part  of the  medical  profeffion.  Seep.  140. 

We 


l 


Cla/S  I.  EVACUANTS.  C.  EXPECTORANTS.  I $<) 

We  therefore  think  that  the  Edinburgh  College  have 
afted  judicioufly  in  rejecting  all  the  old  honied  pre- 
parations, and  in  fubftituting  faccharine  preparations 
or  iyrups  in  their  ftead.  Accordingly,  in  the  Edin- 
burgh pharmacopoeia,  we  have  no  mel  fcillae,  no 
oxymel  fcillae,  but  in  their  place  a Syrupus  S cilice, 
which  is  made  by  diffolving  with  a gentle  heat  three 
pounds  and  a half  of  fine  fugar  in  two  pounds  of 
vinegar  of  fquill.  One  or  two  drams  of  this  may  be 
given  for  a dofe.  The  laft  preparation  of  this 
druo-  which  remains  to  be  noticed,  is  the  TinSlura 

o 

§ cilice,  Ph,  Lond.  an  elegant  and  efficacious  com- 
pofition.  It  is  made  by  digefting  four  ounces  of 
the  dried  root  in  two  pints  of  fpirit  of  wine.  Dofe, 
from  thirty  to  fixty  drops.  It  is  more  ufed  as  a 
diuretic  than  as  an  expectorant.  See  Diuretics. 
Wagner  de  Scilla  in  Haller's  Diflertaf.  PraCt.  Tom. 
2.  Schulze ibidem.  Cafpari  de  Scilla,  1785.  For 
various  expectorating  formula  with  fquill,  fee  The- 
Jaurus  Medicaminum , p.  24  to  36. 

Solanum  Dulcamara.  Woody  Night  Shade. 
Bitter-fweet.  See  Diuretics. 

Styrax  Benzoe . Decandria.  Monogynia. 

Olerace^.  Arbor.  In  the  ifland  of  Sumatra,  and 
other  parts  of  the  Eaft  Indies.  (Benzoe.  Benzoi- 
num.  Afia  dulcis.  Refina).  Benzoin  or  Benjamin. 
The  refill  itfelf,  in  the  Bate  in  which  we  receive  it 
from  abroad,  is  feldom  employed  internally  but 

the 
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the  feline  particles,  feparated  from  the  refin  by  fub- 
limation,  and  commonly  known  under  the  name 
of  b lores  Benzoes , Ph.  Lend,  (the  Acidum  Benzol - 
cum  of  the  Edinburgh  pharmacopoeia)  are  frequently 
preferibed  in  afthmatic  and  other  pulmonic  affec- 
tions. This  effential  felt  (or  flowers)  of  benzoin, 
may  be  given  in  dofes  of  five  to  fifteen  grains.  In 
large  dofes  it  ftimulates  confiderably,  and  generally 
does  more  harm  than  good  where  there  is  inflam- 
mation or  great  irritability.  It  feems  to  a d rather 
as  an  antiipafmodic  than  as  an  expedorant.  Its 
place,  in  rnoft  inftances,  may  be  better  fupplied  by 
camphor.  See  Antifpafmodics. 

The  refin  is  an  ingredient  in  the  binblura  Ben - 
zoes  compofita , Ph.  Lond.  et  Ed.  (formerly  called 
Balfamum  traumaticum)  which  is  chiefly  ufed  as 
an  external  application ; and  the  effential  felt  or 
flowers  enter  into  the  b inblur  a Opii  Camphor  at  a , Ph. 
Lond.  and  the  b inblur  a Opii  Ammoniata , Ph.  Ed. 
(formerly  called  Elixir  P aregoricum ) which  are  given 
in  dofes  of  a dram,  in  afthmatic  affections,  chronic 
catarrhs,  and  phthiflcal  cafes. 

f Sty  rax  officinalis.  Clafs  and  natural  order, 
as  the  laft.  ^Ethiopia,  Paleftine,  and  Southern 
parts  of  Europe.  (Refina.)  Storax.  This  re- 
finous  fubftance  was  formerly  in  great  repute  as  a pec- 
toral, but  is  now  very  juftly  rejeded  as  fuch.  Dofe, 

ten  ' 
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ten  or'  fifteen  grains.  It  is  an  ingredient  in  the 
'■linear a Benzois  compofita , Ph.  Lond. 

Toluifera  Balfamum.  Decandria.  Mono- 
gynia.  Lomentaceae.  Arbor.  In  the  province 
of  Tolu,  in  South  America.  (Balfamum  toluta- 
num.  Liquor  refinofus  ex  arbore  fauciata  ftillans). 
Balfam  of  Tolu.  A refinous  liquor  flowing 
from  the  wounded  tree.  On  accqunt  of  its  heat- 
ing and  ftimulating  properties,  this,  like  all  the 
other  balfams,  can  feldom  be  ufed  with  propriety 
as  an  expectorant.  If  it  is  fuited  to  any  pulmonic 
difeafes,  it  is  to  fuch  as  are  unattended  with  fever 
and  inflammation.  From  fifteen  to  thirty  or  forty 
drops,  made  into  an  emulfion  with  yolk  of  egg  or 
gum  arabic  and  water,  may  be  given  for  a dofe. 
The  Tinffura  Balfami  Tolutani , Ph.  Lond.  and  Tinc- 
tura  Tolutana,  Ph.  Ed.  are  feldom  ufed  as  expec- 
torants. See  Stimulants.  The  Syrupus  Tolutanus , 
Ph.  Lond.  (formerly  called  Syrupus  Balfamicus) 
is  made  by  boiling  eight  ounces  of  the  balfam  in 
three  pints  of  water,  in  a covered  veffel,  and  after- 
wards adding  to  the  filtrated  liquor  a fufficient 
quantity  of  fugar.  This  is  a very  unchemical  pre- 
paration, as  the  water  diffolves  very  little  of  the  refin. 
It  only  takes  up  the  odoriferous  part.  Hence  it  is 
obvious,  that  the  fyrup  made  in  this  manner  is  a 
very  weak  medicine.  This  cenfure  is  not  ap- 
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plicable  to  the  Syrupus  T oktanus  of  the  Edinburgh 
pharmacopoeia,  as  that  is  prepared  by  mixing  the 
tincture  of  balfam  of  tolu  with  common  fyrup  (viz. 
one  ounce  of  the  tin&ure  to  two  pints  of  fyrup)  and 
is  confequently  impregnated  with  all  the  properties 
of  the  refin.  Thele  fyrups  are  given  in  dofes  of 
two  drams  or  a tea  fpoonful. 

Tussilago  Farfara.  Coltsfoot.  See  Demul- 
cents. 


(3)  From  the  Mineral  Kingdom . 

Aer  vitalis . (Aer  empyraeus.  Aer  purus. 

Aer  dephlogifticatus.  Gas  oxygenium).  Vital 
Air.  Empyreal  Air.  Pure  Air.  Dephlogifti- 
cated  Air.  Oxygen  Gas.  This  air  may  be  pro- 
cured, by  means  of  a ftrong  heat,  from  calcined 
quickfilver,  nitre,  manganele,  and  various  other 
fubftances.  For  medical  purpofes,  it  is  bell  ob- 
tained from  the  laft  mentioned  fubftance,  made  red 
hot  in  iron  tubes,  connected  with  an  apparatus 
invented  and  defcribed  by  Mr.  Watt  (Defcription 
of  a Pneumatic  Apparatus,  1 7 95  > alfo  Supple- 
ment containing  a Defcription  of  a fimplified  Ap- 
paratus, and  of  a Portable  Apparatus  for  preparing 
Fa&itious  Airs,  17  96). 
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In  humouralafthmas,  this  fpecies  of  air  has  been 
employed  with  confiderable  advantage.  As  it  has 
a very  ftimulatmg  effeft,  it  fhould  be  given  at  firft 
in  fmall  quantities,  largely  diluted  with  common 
air.  The  dofe  may  afterwards  be  gradually  in- 
creafed  according  to  its  effects.  Thus  we  may  go 
on  from  half  a pint  mixed  with  fifteen  or  twenty 
times  its  bulk  of  atmofpheric  air,  and  taken  twice 
in  twelve  hours,  to  a quart  or  more,  repeated  in 
the  fame  manner.  See  Beddoes* s Conflderations  on 
Factious  Airs,  Part  I,  II,  and  III,  1794,  1795* 
iy96. 

Aer  inflammabilis  martialis . (Gas  inflamma- 
bile.  Gas  hydrogenium).  Martial  inflamma- 
ble air.  Inflammable  gas.  Hydrogen  gas.  Pro- 
cured from  water  and  heated  iron.  The  benefit 
obtained  in  phthifis  pulmonalis  from  the  inhalation 
of  this  and  other  inflammable  airs,  has,  in  feverai 
cafes  related  in  the  pamphlet  above  quoted,  been 
very  confiderable.  It  eafes  the  cough,  moderates 
the  heftic  heat,  and  procures  fleep.  See  Narcotics. 

TEther  vitriolicus.  (/Ether  vitrioli.  Naphtha 
vitrioli).  Vitriolic  ./Ether.  The  vapour  of  vitriolic 
sether  (whether  pure  or  impregnated  with  cicuta) 
drawn  into  the  lungs  three  or  four  times  in  a day, 
Jias  been  found  ferviceable  in  catarrhal  and  phthi- 

M 2 fical 


164  EVACUANTS.  C.  EXPECTORANTS.  ClafsI. 

fical  cafes.  At  each  inhalation,  one,  two,  or  three 
tea  fpoonfuls  are  ufed.  The  aether  is  impregnated 
with  cicuta,  by  macerating  the  leaves  in  it,  as  men- 
tioned  tinder  Narcotics.  Pear/on  on  different  Kinds 
of  Airs,  1795  ■ alfo  in  Beddoes'  Confiderat.  Part  III. 
i796* 

Antimonium.  (Stibium).  Antimony.  For 
general  obfervations  on  this  metallic  fubftance,  fee 
Diaphoretics.  In  this  place  it  is  proper  to  take 
notice  of  two  preparations  of  it,  viz.  ( 1)  Sulphur  An - 
timonii  pracipitatum , Ph.  Lond.  et  Ed.  (formerly 
called  Sulphur  auratum  antimonii)  which  is  made 
by  boiling  crude  antimony,  reduced  to  powder,  in 
a ftrong  ley  of  pure  kali,  and  then  gradually 
dropping  into  the  (trained  liquor  as  much  diluted 
vitriolic  acid  as  is  fufficient  for  precipitating  the 
fulphurated  metal,  which  is  afterwards  wafhed 
with  hot  water.  The  alkaline  fait  uniting,  during 
the  boiling,  with  the  crude  antimony,  forms  with 
it  a hepar,  which  is  diffolved  in  the  water  employed 
in  the  decoftion,  but  is  decompounded  on  the  addi- 
tion of  the  vitriolic  acid,  which  feizes  the  kali, 
whereupon  the  fulphur  that  was  previoufly  con- 
tained in  the  crude  antimony,  ceafes  to  be  foluble 
in  the  water,  and  accordingly  falls  down  to  the 
bottom  along  with  fome  of  the  metallic  particles. 

This  preparation  differs  from  crude  antimony,  in 

as 
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as  much  as  the  metal  is  here  not  united  with  the 
fulphur  in  a reguline  ftate,  but  in  the  ftate  of  an 
imperfect  calx.  Precipitated  fulphur  of  antimony 
is  given  in  afthmatic  and  catarrhal  cafes  to  promote 
expectoration,  in  dofes  of  one,  two,  or  three 
grains.  In  larger  quantities,  it  caufes  ficknefs 
and  vomiting.  It  is  an  uncertain  preparation  j 
and  perhaps  its  place  may  at  all  times  be  better 
fupplied  by  tartarifed  antimony.  (2)  ^ Kermes 
minerale.  (Pulvis  Carthufianorum.  Panacea  Glau- 
beriana).  Mineral  Kermes.  The  Carthufian. 
Powder.  This  preparation  is  not  very  different 
from  the  preceding.  It  is  made  by  boiling  crude 
antimony  reduced  to  powder,  in  a ftrong  alka- 
line ley,  filtrating  the  liquor  and  letting  it  hand 
at  reft,  in  a cool  place,  to  depofit.  The  fediment 
which  is  let  fall,  is  the  kermes  mineral,  of  which 
the  dofes  and  ufes  are  the  fame  as  thofe  of  the  pre- 
cipitated fulphur  of  antimony.  It  has  a place  in 
the  Swedifb,  Danifh,  and  Auftrian  difpenfatories  j 
but  is  very  properly  excluded  from  our  pharma-* 
copceias  as  a fuperfluous  preparation. 

Antimonium  'Tartarifatum,  Ph.  Lond.  et  Ed. 
(Tartarus  emeticus.  Tartarus  ftibiatus.  Tar- 
tarus antimonialis.  Stibium  tartarifatum).  Tar- 

tarifed antimony.  Emetic  tartar.  Stibiated  tar- 
tar. Antimonial  tartar.  This  metallic  fait  con- 
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fifts  of  calx  of  antimony  and  acid  of  tartar.  It  is 
prepared  in  various  ways.  According  to  the  Lon- 
don pharmacopoeia,  it  is  made  by  boiling  pul- 
verized crocus  of  antimony  (i.  e.  calx  of  antimony) 
in  water  fatu rated  with  cryftals  of  tartar,  and  after- 
wards fetting  by  the  filtrated  l'olution  to  cryftallize  : 
or,  according  to  the  Edinburgh  pharmacopoeia, 
by  adding  muriated  antimony  to  a folution  of  alka- 
line fait  in  hot  water,  whereupon  the  muriated 
antimony  is  decompounded,  and  the  metallic  calx 
falls  to  the  bottom,  and  is  afterwards  .wafhed  and 
dried.  This  calx  is  afterwards  boiled  in  a large 
quantity  of  water,  with  cryftals  of  tartar,  till  both 
are  difi'olved,  when  the  folution  is  filtered,  eva- 
porated till  a pellicle  is  formed,  and  then  fet  by  to 
cryftallize. 

In  whichfoever  of  thefe  ways  the  tartarifed  an- 
timony is  made,  it  is  a preparation  which,  in  fmall 
dofes  (viz.  a fixteenth,  an  eighth,  or  a quarter  of  a 
grain)  operates  powerfully  as  an  expedtorant  in 
pulmonic  diforders  accompanied  with  inflammation, 
fuch  as  pleurify,  peripneumony,  and  catarrh.  It 
is  alfo  of  great  fervice  in  the  hooping  cough  and 
croup,  and  in  fome  kinds  of  afthmas.  It  may  be 
given,  in  a liquid  form,  in  conjundtion  with  cam- 
phor, ammoniacum,  or  afafcetida. 

If  As' 
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f Asphaltum.  (Bitumen  Judaicum).  Jews 
Pitch.  This  bituminous  fubftance  has  been  given 
by  fome  pra&itioners,  in  dofes  of  ten  or  fifteen 
grains,  triturated  with  fugar,  in  fome  pulmonic 
diforders ; but  this  practice  is,  in  our  opinion,  not 
very  commendable.  The  empyreumatic  oil,  Oleum 
afphaltiy  obtained  by  diftilling  the  afphaltum  by  it- 
felf,  is  a medicine  of  more  note ; though  we  will 
not  aflert  that,  as  an  expettorant,  it  is  of  more  ef- 
ficacy. On  account  of  its  ftimulant  and  heating 
qualities,  it  certainly  cannot  be  proper  in  inflam- 
matory affections  of  the  lungs  j and  notwithftanding 
all  that  has  been  faid  in  favour  of  it  in  phthifis  pul- 
monalis  by  Courcelles  (A£ta  Societatis  Med.  Haf- 
nienfis,  Vol.  II.)  He  aide  (on  the  ufe  of  oleum  af- 
phalti  in  ulcers  of  the  inteftines,  lungs,  &c.  17 69) 
Lentin  (Memorabilia  circa  morbos  Claufthalenfium, 
1779)  and  others,  we  have  never  yet  been  induced 
to  prefcribe  it  in  confumptive  cafes,  from  a per- 
fuafion  that  it  coincides  in  its  general  qualities  with 
the  tolu  and  other  balfams.  Yet,  that  we  may  not 
appear  to  under-rate  the  value  of  this  article  too 
much,  we  fhall  here  infert  the  obfervations  which 
Dr.  Bang , of  Copenhagen,  has  made  upon  it  (Praxis 
Medica,  1789).  The  oleum  afphalti,  fays  this 
author,  is  perhaps  entitled  to  the  firft  place  among 
the  proper  antiphthifical  remedies.  „ In  fome  in- 
stances it  anfwered  very  well  (quibufdam  fuflicien- 
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tem  opem  praeftitit)  in  others  it  afforded  relief.  It 
corrects  the  bad  fmell  of  the  fputuin,  and  feems  to 
promote  itsdifcharge  from  the  lungs  j but  it  does  no 
good  where  the  voice  is  thick  or  hoarfe,  with  (much) 
fever,  haemoptyfis,  or  a difpofition  thereto  ; nor,  in 
the  laft  ftage  of  the  difeafe.  Six  or  eight  drops 
may  be  given  night  and  morning  in  cold  water.  It 
fhews  its  effects  in  a few  days,  when,  if  its  operation 
is  favourable,  it  may  be  continued  for  a length  of 
time  i if  not,  it  fhould  be  laid  afide,  as  it  would 
be  of  no  ufe  to  go  on  with  it  longer.  Other 
practitioners  give  this  medicine  in  larger  dofes, 
viz.  ten  or  fifteen  drops  upon  a lump  of  fugar,  or 
mixed  up  with  a mucilage. 

Hydrargyrus.  (Seep,  i i 6).  Quickfilver. 
Some  of  the  preparations  of  this  metal,  fuch  as  the 
Pilule  Hydrargyri  (p.  1 1 8)  and  Calomel  (p.  135) 
are  given  with  good  effect  to  promote  expecto- 
ration in  afthmatic  cafes,  either  alone  or  in  con- 
junction with  ammoniacum,  fquill,  &c.  It  is  pro- 
per to  notice,  that  when  quickfilver  is  employed 
as  an  expectorant,  it  fhould  be  in  fmall  dofes,  viz. 
about  five  grains  of  the  triturated  preparation,  and 
half  a grain  of  the  mild  muriated  mercurial  fait, 
or  calomel. 

Sulphur.  Brimftone.  Sulphur.  * This  mi- 
neral fubftance  is  fometimes  prefcribed  with  advan- 
tage 
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tage  in  chronic  affie&ions  of  the  cheft,  particularly 
afthmas.  {Willis.  Hoffman.  Werihof. ) In  its  crude  or 
native  (late  it  is  not  fit  for  internal  ufe,  on  account 
of  the  extraneous  matters  that  are  mixed  with  it ; 
hence,  for  medical  purpofes,  it  is  purified  by  fub- 
limation,  which  frees  it  from  its  earthy  and  metallic 
admixtures  ; and  by  fubfequent  ablution  with  water, 
which  feparates  any  loofe  vitriolic  acid  that  may 
adhere  to  it.  In  this  ftate  of  depuration  it  goes 
under  the  name  of  Flores  Sulphuris  loti , Ph.  Lond. 
et  Ed.  (Wafhed  Flowers  of  Brimftone).  Of 
thefe  the  dole  as  an  expe&orant  is  fifteen  or  thirty 
grains. 

Th t Sulphur  ■pr^cipitatum,  Ph.  L.  (formerly 
called  Lac  fulphuris,  Milk  of  Sulphur)  is  obtained 
by  difiolving  fulphurated  kali  in  boiling  water,  and 
adding  to  the  filtrated  folution  as  much  diluted 
vitriolic  acid  as  is  neceffary  for  precipitating  all  the 
fulphur,  which  is  afterwards  wafhed  repeatedly  till 
it  is  deprived  of  all  tafte.  In  this  procefs,  the 
vitriolic  acid  feizes  the  alkali  which  rendered  the 
fulphur  foluble  in  the  water,  whereupon  the  latter 
falls  down  to  the  bottom  in  the  form  of  a fine 
powder,  which  may  be  confidered  as  pure  fulphur, 
and  confequently  fimilar  in  its  qualities  and  opera- 
tion to  fulphur  purified  by  fublimation,  i.  e.  the 
flowers  of  fulphur.  It  is  ufed  in  afthmatic  cafes. 


in 
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in  the  fame'  manner  and  in  the  fame  dofes.  It  is  a 
fuperfluous  preparation. 

In  the  above-mentioned  diforders  of  the  lungs, 
fulphur  is  not  only  given  in  its  fimple  ftate,  but 
alfo  in  combination  with  alkaline  falts.  This 
combination  is  effe&ed  according  to  the  dire&ions 
of  the  London  College,  by  melting  one  part  flowers 
of  fulphur  with  five  parts  alkaline  fait.  This  is  the 
Kali  Sulphuratum , Ph.  Lond.  (Sulphurated  Kali) 
which  commonly  goes  under  the  name  of  Heparjul- 
phuris  (Liver  of  Sulphur).  In  feme  of  the  foreign 
difpenfatories,  the  fulphur  is  directed  to  be  melted 
with  an  equal  portion  of  the  alkaline  fait.  This 
preparation  of  fulphur  may  be  given  in  dofes  of 
three  or  five  grains.  In  larger  quantities  it  occafions 
ficknefs  and  vomiting. 

Oleum Julphuratum , Ph.  L.  et  Ed.  Sulphurated 
Oil.  (Formerly  called  Balfamum  Sulphuris.  Bal- 
fam  of  Sulphur).  This  is  made  by  boiling  flowers 
of  fulphur  and  olive  oil  together,  with  a gentle  heat 
till  they  are  perfectly  incorporated.  In  the  London 
pharmacopoeia,  the  proportions  are  four  parts  ful- 
phur to  fixteen  parts  oil ; in  the  Edinburgh,  one 
part  fulphur  to  eight  parts  oil.  Dofe,  five  to  fif- 
teen or  twenty  drops,  in  afthmatic  cafes. 


f The 
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^ The  Petroleum  Sulphur  at  um,  Ph.  L.  (For- 
merly called  Balfamum  Sulphuris  Barbadenfe. 
Barbadoes  Balfam  of  Sulphur).  Sulphurated 
rock-oil,  or  fulphurated  Barbadoes  tar,  is  made 
- by  uniting  by  codtion,  in  the  fame  manner  and  | 
in  the  fame  proportions  as  the  laft,  petroleum 
and  fulphur.  It  may  be  given  in  the  fame  dofes 
as  the  oleum  fulphuratum,  over  which  it  pof- 
feffes  no  advantages,  and  may  therefore  be  dif- 
penfed  with.  The  only  other  preparation  of  ful- 
phur that  remains  to  be  noticed,  is  the  Unguen- 
tum  Sulphuris.  Ph.  L.  et  Ed.  (Sulphur  Ointment) 
for  which  fee  Heteroclites  ; and  for  further  obfer- 
vations  on  this  article,  fee  Diaphoretics. 


D.  EMETICS. 
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D.  EMETICS. 

( 1 ) From  the  Quintal  Kingdom. 

\ 

Ammonia.  (Alkali  volatile).  Volatile  alkali. 
This  is  obtained  in  two  ways,  viz.  either  by  difti'l- 
hng  the  bones  of  animals  (fee  p.  i4o)  or  by  mixing 
together  one  part  fal  ammoniac  with  two  parts  of 
chalky  and  fubjedting  the  mixture  to  fublimation. 
This  i§  the  Ammonia  pr^parata,  Prepared  Am- 
monia, Ph.  Lond.  et  Ed.  (formerly  called  Sal 
volatilis  falis  ammoniaci,  and  Sal  ammoniacus  vo- 
latilis.  Volatile  Salt  of  Sal  Ammoniac,  Volatile 
Salt  Ammoniac).  Sal  Ammoniac,  to  ufe  the 
words  of  Lewis,  is  a neutral  fait  compoled  of  vo- 
latile alkali  (ammonia)  and  marine  acid.  In  this 
procefs,  the  acid  is  abforbed  by  the  chalk,  and  the 
volatile  alkali  is  of  courfe  fet  at  liberty.  The  only 
difference  between  the  ammonia  ex  offibus  (am- 
monia from  bones)  and  the  ammonia  e fale  am, 
moniaco  (ammonia  from  fal  ammoniac)  is,  that 
the  former  contains  a portion  of  empyreumatic 
oil,  whereas  the  latter  contains  none.  The  latter 
is  therefore  the  pureft  volatile  alkali.  As  the  alka- 
line bafis  of  the  fal  ammoniac  may  generally  be 
traced  to  an  animal  origin,  it  belongs  properly  to 
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this  divifion,  though  the  fal  ammoniac  itfelf  is 
ranked  among  the  produtfts  of  the  mineral  king- 
dom. The  ammonia  prseparata  is  rarely  ufed  as 
an  emetic ; yet  in  gouty  and  paralytic  cafes  it  may 
fometimes  be  advantageoufly  employed  as  fuch. 
For  this  purpofe  half  a dram  may  be  given  at  once, 
difiolved  in  gruel  or  chamomile- tea.  If  this  quan- 
tity does  not  provoke  vomiting  within  a proper 
time,  it  fhould  be  repeated  once  more,  and  be 
aflifted  by  copious  dilution.  In  the  fame  cafes, 
and  with  the  fame  intention,  may  be  given  tea 
fpoonful  dofes  of  the  aqua  ammonia , water  of  am- 
monia, Ph.  Lond.  et  Ed.  (formerly  called  Spi- 
ritus  Salis  ammoniaci.  Spirit  of  Salt  Ammoniac) 
which  is  made  by  diftilling  fal  ammoniac  with  a 
ftrong  ley  of  potalh.  In  this  procefs  the  potafh 
unites  with  the  marine  acid  of  the  fal  ammoniac, 
and  fets  at  liberty  the  volatile  alkali,  which  diffolves 
in  the  water  and  comes  over  with  it. 


(2)  From  the  Vegetable  Kingdom . 

Anthemjs  nobilis.  Syngenefia  Polygamia  fuper- 
flua.  Compofitse  radiatae.  Indigenous  (Chamas- 
melum.  Flores)  Chamomile.  A ftrong  infufion 
of  the  flowers  is  a well  known  emetic. 


Asarum 
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Asarum  Europium.  Afarabacca  (fee  p.  ito). 
.Twenty  grains  of  the  dried  leaves  excite  ftrong 
vomiting.  According  to  Melting  Mat.  Med.  1789) 
ten  grains  of  the  dried  root  are  equal  to  unloading 
the  ftomach  fufficiently.  Either  the  dried  leaves  or 
dried  root  might,  as  an  emetic,  fupply  the  place  of 
ipecacuanha.  In  the  recent  date,  all  the  parts  of 
this  plant  feem  to  be  too  acrimonious  for  internal 
life. 


Centaurea  bene  dirt  a.  Syngenefia.  Poly- 
gamia  fruftranea.  Compofitas  Capitatse.  Iflands 
of  the  Archipelago,  Spain,  &c.  (Carduus  bene- 
didbus.  Herba).  Bleffed  Thiftle.  A ftrong  infu- 
lion  or  decoftion  of  this  herb  promotes  vomiting, 
and  may  be  employed  for  this  purpofe  in  the  fame 
manner  as  chamomile. 

Olea  Europaa.  Diandria.  Monogynia.  Se- 
piarias.  Arbor.  Palaeftine.  Africa,  and  the  Southern 
parts  of  Europe.  (Oliva.  Fructus  oleum  ex- 
preflum).  Olive  Oil.  From  two  to  four  ounces 
of  this  oil,  taken  into  the  ftomach,  operate  as  an 
emetic,  which  has  been  ufefully  reforted  to  in  cafes 
of  gall-ftone  and  of  metallic  poifons.  In  the  laft 
cafes,  the  dofe  may  be  doubled,  and  Ihould  be  re- 
peated two  or  three  times. 

PsYCHOTRI  A 


I 


175 


Qafs  /.  EVACUANTS.  D.  EMETICS. 

Psychotria  emetica.  Pentandria.  Monogynia. 
Stellatas.  Brazil,  and  other  parts  of  South  Ame- 
rica. (Ipecacuanha.  Radix).  Ipecacuanha.  The 
root  of  this  plant  is  a well  known  fafe  and  efficacious 
emetic.  Its  operation  is  neither  fo  quick  nor  fo 
long  continued  as  that  of  tartarifed  antimony,  nor 
does  it  pafs  off  by  ftool  fo  readily  as  that.  On 
this  laft  account,  it  is  preferable  in  many  cafes, 
efpecially  when  there  is  no  fever,  to  antimoniai 
vomits  ; but  in  febrile  and  bilious  cafes,  tartarifed 
antimony  is  to  be  preferred.  It  is  given  in  fub- 
ftance,  and  in  aqueous  and  vinous  infufion.  Of 
the  powder,  the  dofe  to  adults,  as  a full  emetic, 
is  from  ten  to  thirty  grains ; to  children,  four  or 
five  grains  ; to  infants,  one  or  two  grains.  The 
aqueous  infufion,  Infujum  Ipecacuanha,  is  made  bv 
fteeping  one  or  two  drams  of  the  powdered  root  in 
fix  ounces  of  water.  Two  ounces  of  this  infufion 
are  given  every  half  hour  till  it  operates.  This  is 
a much  weaker  preparation  than  the  vinous  infufion, 
or  Vinum  Ipecacuanha;,  Ph.  Lond.  et  Ed.  which  U 
made  by  macerating  one  part  of  the  root  in  fifteen 
or  fixteen  parts  of  white  wine.  Dofe,  an  ounce  or 
an  ounce  and  a half.  A Syrupus  Ipecacuanha , is 
ufed  as  an  emetic  for  children,  abroad.  It  is  made 
( Thefaurus  Medicaminum , p.  48)  by  adding  a fuffi- 
cient  quantity  offugar  to  an  aqueous  infufion,  about 
1 half 
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half  as  ftrong  as  that  above  mentioned,  and  is  given 
indofes  of  half  an  ounce,  more  or  lefs,  according 
to  the  age  of  the  patient.  It  is  a common,  and  in 
many  cafes  an  ufeful  pradice,  to  add  tartarifed 
antimony  to  the  powder  and  wine,  and  oxymel  or 
vinegar  of  fquill  to  the  infufion  of  ipecacuanha. 

By  thefe  additions,  its  emetic  operation  is  quick- 
ened, and  a fubfequent  adion  is  produced  upon 
the  inteftines  and  kidneys. 

' /, 

This  root  and  its  preparations,  are  prefcribed  in 

various  diforders  with  good  effed,  in  fmall  dofes 
frequently  repeated,  fo  as  to  excite  naufea,  but  not 
vomiting.  Thus,  in  (1)  dyjenteries , four  or  five 
grains  given  every  fecond  or  third  hour,  prove  an 
excellent  remedy,  whether  adminiflered  alone,  or 
in  combination  with  rhubarb  or  cryltals  of  tartar. 
(Pifo.  Helvetius.  Degner.  Baker  (who,  however, 
prefers  tartarifed  antimony)  Zimmerman . Cleghorn. 
Pringle.  Some  of  thefe  praditioners  gave  it  in 
thefe  cafes  in  full  dofes)  in  (2)  ajihmas , hooping 
cough3  and  other  pulmonic  affedions,  two  or  three 
grains,  taken  in  a morning,  afford  great  relief 
(Pye.  Akenfide)  i and  in  (3)  hemorrhages  from 
the  lungs  and  uterus,  ftill  lmaller  dofes,  fuch  as  a 
fingle  grain,  half  a grain,  or  only  a quarter  of  a 
grain,  every  fecond  or  third  hour,  have  been  em- 
ployed with  the  bed  fuccels.  ( Dahlberg . Bcrgius). 

Befides  1 
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Befides  its  general  ufe  as  an  emetic  and  anti- 
fpafmodic,  ipecacuanha  is  advantageoufly  employed, 
in  combination  with  other  drugs,  as  a fudorific  in 
podagric,  arthritic^  and  rheumatic  cafes,  and  alfo 
in  typhus  and  other  low  fevers.  The  ufual.  adjunct 
for  this  purpofe  is  opium,  with  a neutral  fait,  for- 
merly a favourite  compofition  of  Dover's,  and  for 
many  years  called  after  his  name,  but  in  the  new 
editions  of  the  London  and  Edinburgh  pharmaco- 
poeias, entitled  Pulvis  Ipecacuanha  compofitus . It 
confifts  of  one  part  ipecacuanha,  one  part  opium, 
and  eight  parts  vitriolated  kali.  Dofe,  from  ten 
to  twenty  or  thirty  grains.  This  powder  has  been 
given  not  only  in  the  difeafes  above-mentioned, 
but  alfo  in  cafes  of  diabetes,  with  great  fuccefs. 
Duncan's  Comment.  Vol.  IX.  Schulz  de  Ipeca- 
cuanha, 1744.  Buchner  de  Ipecacuanha,  1745. 
Gianella  de  admirabili  radicis  Ipecacuanhas  virtute 
in  curandis  febribus,  in  Haller's  Dilfertation.  Pra<5L 
Tom  V.  Lrnnaus  de  Ipecacuanha,  1774. 

Scilla  maritima  (fee  p.  153).  Squill.  As 
an  emetic,  this  root  and  its  preparations  are  rarely 
ufed  by  themfelves  ; but  the  Oxymel  Scilla  is  fre- 
quently added,  in  dofes  of  two  or  three  drams,  to 
the  aqueous  and  vinous  infufions  of  ipecacuanha, 
and  to  folutions  of  tartarifed  antimony,  by  which 
means  their  operation  is  quickened.  When  given 
,,  N alone. 


1^8  EVACUANTS.  D.  EMETICS.  Chfs  /. 

alone,  as  much  as  an  ounce  of  the  oxymel  will  be 
be  required  to  produce  full  vomiting. 

Sinapis  nigra.  Tetradynamia.  Siliquofe. 
Indigenous.  (Sinapi.  Semen).  Muftard.  A 
tea-fpoonful  of  flour  of  muftard  mixed  up  with 
water,  is  a quick  and  efficacious  emetic,  which 
may  be  ufefully  employed  in  epileptic,  paralytic, 
and  fome  apopledtic  cafes.  For  more  on  this  ar- 
ticle, fee  Stimulants. 


(3)  From  the  Mineral  Kingdom. 

Antimonium  tartarifatum  (fee  p.165  ).  Tar- 
tarifed  antimony.  Emetic  tartar.  This  is  a moft 
ufeful  emetic,  efpecially  in  bilious  and  febrile  cafes. 
It  has  advantages  over  ipecacuanha,  in  being  quicker 
• in  its  operation  as  an  evacuant  of  the  ftomach,  and 
in  producing  afterwards  a greater  effett  upon  the 
bowels,  the  kidneys,  and  the  fkin.  One  grain,  or 
a grain  and  a half,  is  commonly  a fufficient  vomit- 
ing dofe  for  an  adult ; yet,  in  fome  inftances,  two 
or  three  grains  are  required;  and  in  maniacal 
diforders,  as  much  as  four  or  five.  To  children  it 
is  given  in  dofes  of  a quarter  or  half  a grain,  ac- 
cording to  the  age.  In  all  cafes,  the  beft  mode  of 
exhibiting  it  is  in  a ftate  of  folution.  In  tins  way 
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the  dofes  of  it  are  eafily  regulated,  and  its  opera- 
tion is  rendered  quicker  and  more  certain.  Thus, 
if  two  grains  are  diffolved  in  eight  ounces  of  water, 
and  one  ounce,  or  two  table  fpoonfuls  are  given  at 
a time,  the  patient  will  take  a quarter  of  a grain 
for  a dofe,  which  may  be  repeated  every  ten  mi- 
nutes until  it  vomits.  If  inftead  of  one  ounce, 
twice  that  quantity,  or  four  table  fpoonfuls  are 
given,  then  the  dole  will  be  half  a grain,  which 
being  repeated  once,  or  at  mod  twice,  every  quar- 
ter of  an  hour,  will  generally  operate  fuffici- 
ently.  Befides  its  ufe  by  itfelf,  tartarifed  antimony  is 
often  added  to  ipecacuanha  to  quicken  its  operation. 
The  Vinum  Antimonii  tartarifati,  Ph.  Lond.  is 
made  by  didolving  40  grains  of  tartarifed  antimony 
in  two  ounces  of  hot  water,  and  then  adding  eight 
ounces  of  mountain  wine.  T wo  drams  of  this  wine 
contain  one  grain  of  the  antimonial  fait.  The 
Vinum  Antimonii  tartarifati , Ph.  Ed.  is  made  by 
dilfolving  24  grains  of  tartarifed  antimony  in  1 2 
ounces  of  mountain  wine.  It  is  therefore  only  half 
as  ftrong  as  the  preparation  of  the  London  college, 
viz.  two  drams  of  this  wine  contain  only  half  a 
grain  of  the  antimonial  fait. 

The  Vinum  Antimonii , Ph.  Lond.  is  a very 
uncertain  preparation  as  to  its  ftrength,  and  may 
well  be  difpenfed  with.  It  is  made  by  digefting 

N 2 (or 
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for  the  fpace  of  twelve  days,  an  ounce  of  vitrified 
antimony  (glals  of  antimony)  reduced  to  powder 
in  a pint  and  a half  of  mountain  wine.  Three  or 
four  drams  generally  operate  as  an  emetic.  For  re- 
marks on  other  antimonial  preparations,  fee  Ex- 
pectorants and  Diaphoretics. 

Aqua  tepida.  Warm  water.  Where  there  is 
much  predifpofition  to  ficknefs,  warm  water  alone, 
drunk  to  the  quantity  of  a pint  or  more,  proves  a 
gentle,  but  fufficient,  emetic. 

Cuprum  vitriolatum.  Vitriolated  copper.  (Vi- 
triolum  caeruleum.  Vitriolum  cupri.  Yitriolum 
veneris.  Vitriolum  cyprium.  Blue  Vitriol.  Vi- 
triol of  Copper).  Confifts  of  calx  of  copper  and 
the  vitriolic  acid.  From  two  to  five  grains  produce 
full  vomiting.  1 1 has  been  recommended  by  fome 
practitioners  as  an  emetic  well  fuited  to  phthifical 
cafes  ; but,  as  fuch,  it  feems  to  have  no  advantage 
over  vitriolated  zinc,  which  is  a much  fafer  pre- 
paration. For  further  remarks  on  this  metallic 
fait,  fee  Tonics. 

Zincum  vitriolatuyn,  Vitriolated  Zinc.  (Vi- 
triolum album.  Vitriolum  zinci.  Wnite  Vitriol. 

Vitriol  of  Zinc).  Confifts  of  calx  of  zinc  and  vi- 
triolic 
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triolic  acid.  From  ten  to  twenty  or  thirty  grains 
of  this  metallic  fait,  diffolved  in  water,  operate 
fpeedily  and  powerfully  as  a vomit,  and  hence  it  is 
employed  in  cafes  where  narcotic  and  other  poifons 
have  been  fwallowed.  In  fmaller  dofes,  fuch  as 
five  grains,  it  is  an  ufeful  emetic  (as  it  evacuates 
the  ftomach  without  weakening  it)  in  epi- 
lepfy,  hyfteria,  afthma,  phthifis,  and  intermittent 
fevers. 
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UNDER  the  general  term  of  Cathartics,  we 
comprehend  the  different  kinds  of  fubftances  which 
increafe  or  promote  the  alvine  difcharge,  and  which 
have  been  diftinguilhed  by  fyftematic  writers  on  the 
materia  medica,  by  the  various  titles  of  Purgatives , 
Laxatives , Solutives , Eccoprotics , Aperients , Eeob- 
Jiruents , &c.  All  the  fubftances  which  go  under 
thefe  different  names,  coincide  in  their  general  ef- 
fe<5t,  and  differ  only  in  the  degree  of  power  with  1 
which  they  aft,  and  according  to  the  quantity  in 
which  they  are  given  j whence  purgatives  in  imall 
dofes  are  laxatives,  and  laxatives  in  large  dofes 
are  purgatives.  Such  diftin&ions,  therefore,  can 

be  of  little  or  no  utility,  and  accordingly  we  rejeft 

. 

them. 

( 1 ) From  the  Animal  Kingdom. 

V .*  1 ~ ■ : 

«[[  Fel  Bovis.  Fel  Tauri  infpiffatum.  Ox’s 
Gall.  Of  late  years  ox’s  gall  evaporated  by  a gen- 
tle heat  to  the  confiftence  of  honey,  has  been  given 
on  the  Continent,  in  dofes  of  ten  or  twenty  grains, 
in  cafes  of  coftivenefs,  jaundice,  chlorofis,  and; 

worms.'i 

/ .,,1 
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worms.  It  is  made  into  pills  with  foap,  extrafts 
of  bitter  vegetables,  rhubarb,  ammoniacum,  fteel- 
filings,  and  in  worm  cafes  with  jalap.  At  the  fame 
time  that  it  increafes  the  alvine  difcharge,  it  is  faid 
to  ftrengthen  the  ftomach,  to  promote  digeftion, 
and  in  every  other  refpedt  to  fupply  the  deficiencies 
in  the  biliary  fecretion.  This  account  of  its  virtues 
appears  to  us  to  be  full  of  exaggeration.  That  it 
proves  laxative  when  fwallowed  in  confiderable 
quantity,  cannot  be  doubted  3 but  we  fufpeft  that 
much  ofits  reputed  efficacy  in  jaundice  and  obftruc- 
tions  of  the  liver,  is  to  be  afcribed  to  the  extradts  of 
bitter  vegetables,  to  the  deobftruent  gums  (fuch  as 
ammoniacum,  galbanum,  &c.)  and  to  the  fteel- 
filings,  with  which,  in  thele  cafes,  it  has  always 
been  combined  3 and  certainly  as  an  anthelmintic, 
it  would  cut  but  a poor  figure  without  the  help  of 
jalap  or  calomel.  On  the  whole,  as  long  as  aloes 
can  be  procured,  ox’s  gall  may  well  be  difpenfed 
with.  Hoffman  de  Bile,  medicina  et  veneno,  1704. 
Schulze  de  Bile  medicina,  1775. 

Mel  (fee  p.  45)  Honey.  When  taken  freely, 
operates,  like  unrefined  fugar,  by  {tool  and  urine  ; 
but  it  is  of  a heating  quality,  and  is  apt  to  griped 
It  is  feldom  ufed  as  a laxative  in  any  other  way  than 
in  clyfters. 

N4 


The 


1&4  2VACUANTS.  E.  CATHARTICS.  Cla/s  L 

The  officinal  preparations  in  which  honey  is  an 
ingredient,  are  the  mel  /cilia  and  oxymel  /cilia  (fee 
p.  158)  the  oxymel colchici  (fee  p.  143)  the  mel  ro/a 
(fee  rofa)  and  the  mel  acetatum  (formerly  called 
oxymel  fimplex)  which  is  made  by  boiling  gently 
two  parts  honey  with  one  part  vinegar.  Half  an 
ounce  of  this,  diluted  with  water,  is  aperient,  diu- 
retic, and  fudorific.  It  is  a common  addition  to 
gargles. 


(2)  From  the  Vegetable  Kingdom , 

Aloe  perfoliata.  Hexandria.  Monogynia.  Li- 
hace^.  Afia,  Africa,  America,  Weft  Indies. 
(Aloe  barbadenfis,  hepatica,  focotorina.  Succus 
fpiifatus.  Gummi-refina),  Aloes.  Barbadoes  or 
Hepatic  Aloes.  Socotorine  Aloes.  The  infpiffated 
juice,  a gum-refin.  This  is  a very  ufeful  warm,  bit- 
ter cathartic,  particularly  fuited  to  remove  habitual 
coftivenefs  from  torpor  or  ftuggiftinefs  of  the  in- 
teftinal  canal,  or  from  a deficiency  in  the  biliary 
fecretion.  Hence  it  is  preferibed  with  good  effedt 
in  idteric,  hypochondriacal,  chlorotic,  and  cachec- 
tic cafes ; and  it  is  frequently  employed  to  bring 
away  worms.  Its  emmenagogue  powers  will  be 
noticed  in  another  place.  When  taken  freely,  or 
for  much  length  of  time,  it  is  apt  to  ftimulate  the 

inteftines 
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inteftines  too  much,  and  to  bring  on  the  piles.  On 
account  of  its  irritating  quality,  it  is  an  improper 
purge  in  pulmonic  and  haemorrhoidal  cafes,  in  ple- 
thoric conftitutions,  in  the  advanced  ftage  of  preg- 
nancy, and  during  a flow  of  the  menfes.  To  adults, 
the  dofe  is  from  five  to  twenty  grains.  It  is  gene- 
rally made  into  pills  with  bitter  extraits,  foap,  am- 
moniacum,  guaiacum,  and  other  gummy-refmous 
fubftances.  The  officinal  preparations  of  this  drug 
are,  the  Pulvis  Aloes  cum  Canella , Ph.  Lond.  (for- 
merly called  Hiera  Picra)  which  confifts  of  twelve 
parts  aloes  and  three  parts  canella  alba.  Dofe, 
from  eight  to  fifteen  or  twenty  grains  ; the  Pulvis 
Scammonii  compfitus  cum  Aloe , Ph.  Lond.  which 
confifts  of  fcammony,  extradt  of  jalap,  aloes,  and 
ginger.  It  is  a very  draftic  purge,  and  is  given  in 
obftinate  conftipations,  and  in  worm  cafes  in  dofes 
of  five  to  fifteen  grains;  the  Pulvis  Aloes  cum  Guaiaco , 
Ph.  Lond.  which  confifts  of  3-6ths  aloes,  2-6ths 
guaiacum,  and  i-6th  aromatic  powder.  Dofe, 
from  ten  to  twenty  grains.  This  compofition  is 
intended  as  a fubftitute  for  the  aromatic  pills  of  the 
old  pharmacopoeias,  as  the  Pulvis  Aloes  cum  Ferro 
(fee  Emmenagogues)  is  for  that  of  the  ecphraftic 
pills.  We  do  not  fee  any  advantage  in  this  exchange 
of  formulae  ; on  the  contrary,  we  think  that  fuch  a 
naufeous  medicine  as  this,  fhould,  if  poffible,  al- 
ways be  made  into  pills.  Hence  the  following 

preparations 
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preparations  are  in  more  general  ufe  than  the  pow- 
ders, viz.  the  Pilule  Aloes  cmpofita , Ph.  Lond. 
■which  con  fid  of  two  parts  aloes  and  one  part  extra# 
of  gentian,  beat  up  with  oil  of  carraway-feed  and 
iyrup  of  ginger.  Dofe,  from  eight  to  fifteen  or 
twenty  grains;  the  PiluU  Aloes  cum  Myrrha , Ph.  L. 
(fee  Emmenagogues)  ; the  PiluU  Aloetic 4?,  Ph. 
Ed.  confift  of  aloes  and  extra#  of  gentian,  equal 
parts.  Dofe,  ten  to  thirty  grains  ; the  PiluU 
Aloes  cum  colocynthide , Ph.  Ed.  (formerly  Pilulae 
Cocciae)  confift  of  aloes,  fcammony,  vitriolated 
kali,  and  colocynth,  beat  up  with  oil  of  cloves  and 
mucilage  of  gum  arabic.  A ftrong  cathartic. 
Dofe,  from  ten  to  twenty  grains ; the  PiluU  Aloes 
cum  Myrrha , Ph.  Ed.  (fee  Emmenagogues).  Aloes 
are  alfo  an  ingredient  in  the  Extraftum  colocynthidis 
compofitumy  Ph.  Lond.  (fee  article  Colocynth). 
The  Vinum  Aloes , Ph.  Lond.  (formerly  called 
Tinfttira  facra)  is  made  by  digefting  eight  ounces 
of  aloes  and  two  ounces  of  canclla  alba  in  fix  pints 
of  white  wine  and  two  pints  of  proof  fpirit  of  wine. 
Dofe,  from  half  an  ounce  to  an  ounce  and  a half. 
The  Vinum  Alceticum , Ph.  Ed.  is  made  by  digefting 
an  ounce  of  aloes,  a dram  of  the  leffer  cardamom 
feed,  and  a dram  of  ginger,  in  a quart  of  white 
wine.  It  is  a weaker  preparation  than  that  of  the 
London  college,  and  may  be  given  in  dofes  of  one 

or  two  ounces.  The  Pinllura  Aloes , Ph.  Lond.  et  Ed. 

is 
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is  made  by  digefting  half  an  ounce  of  aloes  and  an 
ounce  and  a half  of  extraft  of  liquorice,  in  eight 
ounces  of  water  and  eight  ounces  of  proof  fpint. 
Dofe,  from  half  an  ounce  to  an  ounce  and  a half. 
For  the  compofition  of  the  Tmttura  Aloes  compojita , 
Ph.  Lond.  and  'Tinttura  Aloes  cum  Myrrh  dy  Ph.  Ed. 
fee  Emmenagogues.  Laftly,  this  drug  is  an  in- 
gredient in  the  Tinttura  Benzoes  compofitciy  Ph.  Lond. 
etEd.  (fee  p.  160). 

Bryonia  alba.  (B.  dioica  Jacquin).  Diaecia. 
Syngenefia.  Cucurbitaceas.  Indigenous.  (Radix). 
Bryony.  The  root  of  this  plant  is  a ftrong  cathar- 
tic, fuited  to  dropfical  and  maniacal  cafes ; in  which  it 
is  given  in  dofes  of  twenty  or  thirty  grains  (Thefaurus 
Med.  p.  64).  It  may  be  advantageoufly  prefcribed 
in  the  form  of  an  infuiion,  made  by  lteeping  half 
an  ounce  of  the  frelh.  root  in  a pint  of  water,  to 
which  may  be  added  a couple  of  ounces  of  fpirit 
of  juniper,  pepper-mint,  or  any  other  aromatic,  to 
prevent  griping.  Of  fuch  an  infuiion,  a table 
fpoonful  may  be  given  three  or  four  times  a day. 
It  operates  both  by  urine  and  {tool.  This  plant  is 
retained  in  the  Edinburgh  lift  of  the  materia  me- 
dica.  It  certainly  deferved  a place  in  that  of  the 
London  college.  That  it  poflefles  confiderable 
acrimony,  or  even  fome  degree  of  virulence,  can  be 
no  objection  to  its  ufe,  fince  the  fame  may  be  faid 
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of  many  other  drugs  that  are  adminiftered  every 
day.  It  feems  to  want  nothing  but  rarity  to  re 
commend  it.  Had  it  been  an  exotic,  we  Ihould 
nuve  icen  it  in  high  repute. 


Cassia  Fijiula.  Decandria.  Monogynia.  Lo- 
mentaces.  Arbor.  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies.  Egypt. 
(Caffia  fiftularis.  Frudtus  pulpa).  Caffia.  Purg- 
ing Caffia.  The  pulp  contained  in  the  pods  of  this 
tree,  operates  gently  by  ftool,  when  taken  to  the 
quantity  of  half  an  ounce  or  fix  drams.  Except  in 
the  cafes  of  children  and  pregnant  women,  its  laxa- 
tive power  is  too  feeble  to  be  trufted  to  alone ; 
hence  it  is  ufually  conjoined  with  cryftals  of  tartar, 
tartarifed  kali,  or  fome  other  neutral  fait.  The 
Eleftuarium  Caffia , Ph.  Lond.  confifts  of  cafiia-pulp 
fix  parts,  manna  two  parts,  tamarind -pulp  one  part, 
diflolved  in  a gentle  heat  in  rofe-fyrup,  and  eva- 
porated to  the  confidence  of  an  ele&uary.  Dofe, 
half  an  ounce  to  an  ounce.  In  the  Eleciuarium  CaJ- 
Ph.  Ed.  (formerly  called  Diacaffia)  there  is  a 
trifling  variation  in  the  proportions  of  the  tamarinds 
and  manna.  It  may  be  given  in  the  fame  dofes. 
The  other  officinal  preparation  in  which  caflia-pulp 
is  an  ingredient,  is  the  Eleftmrium  Senn<e>  Ph.  Lond. 
et  Edinb.  the  compofition  of  which  is  mentioned  in 
the  following  article. 


Cassia, 


CUJs  I.  EVACUANTS.  E.  CATHARTICS. 

Cassia  Senna.  Clafs  and  Natural  Order,  the 
fame  as  the  laft.  Arabia.  Egypt.  SufFrutex. 
(Senna.  Folia).  Senna.  The  leaves  of  this 
fhrubby  plant  are  gently  aperient.  From  half  an 
ounce  to  fix  drams  of  the  leaves  infufed  in  fix 
ounces  of  boiling  water,  will  generally  move  the 
bowels  fufficiently.  This  is  the  ufual  dofe  for 
adults.  To  prevent  griping,  it  is  proper  to  put 
into  the  infufion  fome  carraway  or  other  aromatic 
feeds ; and  to  expedite  its  operation  and  improve 
its  flavour,  fome  faline  matters,  fuch  as  cryftals  of 
tartar,  or  lemon-juice,  are  often  added  to  it. 
The  Ample  infufion,  without  any  other  additament 
than  fome  coriander  or  carraway- feeds,  is  a common 
laxative  for  children.  The  Pulvis  Senna  compofitus , 
Ph.  Eond.  confifts  of  fenna  and  cryftals  of  tartar, 
each  two  ounces,  fcammony  half  an  ounce,  ginger 
two  drams.  Dofe,  half  a dram  to  a dram.  Suited  to 
hydropic  cafes.  The  other  officinal  preparations,  are 
the  ^ Extraftum  Senna , a griping  medicine,  which  is 
feldom  ufed,  and  which  may  be  regarded  as  fuper- 
fluous.  One  or  two  fcruples  may  be  given  for  a 
dofe ; the  Eleauarium  Senna , Ph.  Lond.  et  Ed.  (for- 
merly called  Ele&uarium  Lenitivum)  which  con- 
flfts of  fenna-leaves  eight  ounces,  figs  one  pound, 
pulp  of  tamarinds,  caffia,  and  French  prunes,  each, 
half  a pound,  coriander-feeds  four  ounces,  liquorice 
root  three  ounces,  fine  fugar  two  pounds  and  a half. 

The 
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"I  ^ie  fenna-leaves  and  coriander-feeds  are  rubbed 
together,  and  ten  ounces  of  fine  powder  is  fifted 
from  them.  The  remainder  is  boiled  along  with 
the  figs  and  liquorice-root  in  four  pints  of°water, 
to  one  half.  The  liquor  is  then  filtered  and  eva- 
porated to  the  weight  of  about  a pound  and  a half, 
when  the  fugar  is  thrown  in,  fo  as  to  make  a fyrup, 
which  is  gradually  added  to  the  pulps ; and,  laftly, 
the  fenna  and  coriander-powder  is  mixed  with  the 
whole.  This  eledtuary  is  in  frequent  ufe  as  a lax- 
ative for  children  and  pregnant  women.  To  adults, 
the  dofe  is  from  half  an  ounce  to  an  ounce  and  a 
half.  To  children,  a dram  or  two.  The  number  of 
ingredients  might  be  reduced  without  impairing 
its  qualities,  by  throwing  out  the  pulp  of  caflia, 
and  employing  a double  quantity  of  tamarinds  or 
prunes  in  its  place.  The  liquorice  is  added  to  im- 
prove the  flavour  ; yet  it  has  that  effedt  in  fo  flight 
a degree,  that  it  might  well  be  difpenfed  with. 
Thus  Amplified,  it  would  be  a much  neater,  with- 
out being  a lefs  operative  preparation. — In  extem- 
poraneous prefer iption,  jalap,  cryftals  of  tartar, 
purified  fulphur  (flores  fulphuris)  &c.  arc  occa- 
fionally  added  to  it.  The  Jnfujum  Semite  /implex, 
Ph.  Lond.  is  made  by  macerating  for  the  fpace  of 
an  hour,  an  ounce  and  a half  of  fenna  and  one  dram 
of  ginger  in  a pint  of  boiling  water.  Dofe,  from 


one 
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one  to  three  or  four  ounces.  The  hfujum  Stnna 
tartarifatum , Ph.  Lond.  (formerly  Infufum  Sennae 
commune)  is  made  by  macerating  for  an  hour  an 
ounce  and  a half  of  fenna  and  half  an  ounce  of  cori- 
ander-feeds in  a pint  of  hot  water,  in  which  two 
drams  of  cryftals  of  tartar  have  been  previoufly  dif- 
folved  by  boiling.  Dofe,  from  one  to  two  ounces. 
In  the  Edinburgh  pharmacopoeia,  there  is  no  infu- 
fion  of  which  fenna  is  the  bafis ; but  it  is  an  ingre- 
dient in  the  Infufum  Tamarindorum,  for  the  com- 
p'ofition  of  which,  fee  the  articleTamarindus.  The 
Tinftura  Senrue , Ph.  Lond.  is  made  by  digefting  for 
a fortnight  a pound  of  fenna,  an  ounce  and  a half 
of  carraway-feed,  half  an  ounce  of  cardamom- 
deed,  and  fixteen  ounces  of  raifins  (freed  from  the 
(tones)  in  a gallon  of  proof  fpirit.  Dofe,  from 
half  an  ounce  to  two  ounces.  The  Tinttura  Senn * 
compofita , Ph.  Ed.  (formerly  called  Elixir  Salutis) 
is  made  by  digefting  for  a week  two  ounces  of 
fenna,  one  of  jalap,  and  half  an  ounce  of  coriander- 
feeds,  in  three  pints  and  a half  of  proof  fpirit.  Af- 
ter (training  oft  the  tincture,  four  ounces  of  fugar 
candy  are  added  to  it.  This  is  a more  active  pre- 
paration than  that  of  the  London  college  j but  it  is 
apt  to  gripe  more.  Dofe,  half  an  ounce  to  an  ounce 
and  a half.  Willemet  fur  quelques  Plantes  medici- 
nales,  1778. 


Con— 
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Convolvulus  Jalapa.  Pentandria.  Mono: 
gyma.  Campanaces.  Mexico.  (Jalapium.  Jalap- 
pa.  Radix).  Jalap.  The  root  of  this  plant  is  a bride 
and  ftrong  purge.  It  is  efpecially  fuited  to  remove 
fuch  obftruftions  of  the  inteftinal  canal  as  are  occa- 
fioned  by  an  accumulation  of  mucus,  by  torpor  or 
inirritability,  and  by  worms.  Hence  its  ufe  in  the 
tumid  and  bound  belly,  to  which  children  and 
young  people  are  liable ; in  cacheftic,  leuco- 
phlegmatic,  and  hypochondriacal  fubjefts ; in  drop- 
lies  ; in  mania  j and  in  worm  cafes.  On  account 
of  its  irritating  quality,  it  is  improper  where  the 
prims  vis  are  inflamed,  and  where  there  is  fever, 
"unlefs  it  be  of  the  remittent  and  intermittent  kind. 
The  dofe  for  children  is  from  three  to  eight  or  ten 
grains  ; for  adults,  from  ten  to  thirty  grains.  T6 
prevent^griping,  it  is  ufual  to  add  a drop  of  fome 
aromatic  oil  to  each  dofe.  In  dropfical  cafes, 
cryftals  of  tartar  are  often  conjoined  with  it ; and 
in  cacheftic  and  worm  cafes,  calomel.  ( Thefaurus 
Med.  p.  50,  51,  66,  345).  The  Pulvis  Jalappa 
compofitus , Ph.  Ed.  confifts  of  jalap  one  part, 
cryftals  of  tartar  two  parts.  Dofe,  from  half  a dram 
to  a dram.  The  Extrachim  Jalapii , Ph.  Lond.  et 
Ed.  is  prepared  by  firft  digefting  one  part  of  the 
powdered  root  in  four  parts  of  fpirit  of  wine,  for 
the  {pace  of  four  days,  and  afterwards  pouring  off 

the 
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the  tindture,  and  boiling  down  the  refidunm  in  ten 
pints  of  water  to  two.  The  {trained  decodtion  is 
then  evaporated  to  the  confidence  of  honey,  and 
the  {pint  is  abdradted  from  the  tindhire  by  didilla- 
tion,  till  it  is  brought  to  the  fame  confidence. 
Both  products  are  then  mixed  together,  and  further 
evaporated  to  fuch  a degree  of  infpififation;  as  is  fit 
for  making  pills.  This  extradt  is  given  to  children, 
triturated  with  a little  fugar  or  almond-milk,  in 
dofes  of  from  one  to  five  grains  j and  to  adults, 
in  dofes  of  five  to  ten  or  twelve  grains,  made 
into  pills  with  foap  or  bitter  extradts,  and  fometimes 
joined  with  calomel.  This  extradl  is  an  ingredient 
in  the  Pulvis  Scammonii  compcfitusy  Ph.  Lond. 
and  Pulvis  Scammonii  compofitus  cum  Aloey  Ph. 
Lond.  for  the  compofition  of  which  fee  the  follow- 
ing article : The  Pin  Slur  a Jalapii , Ph.  Lond.  is 
made  by  digeding  for  eight  days,  eight  parts  jalap 
in  thirty- two  parts  proof  fpirit.  Dole,  two  drams 
to  half  an  ounce.  In  the  PinElura  Jalapp<ey  Ph.  Ed. 
the  proportion  of  the  root  to  the  fpirit  is  lefs,  viz. 
three  ounces  of  the  former  to  fifteen  ounces  of  the 
latter.  Dofe,  from  three  to  fix  drams.  Thefe 
tindlures  are  very  dradic,  irritating  purges,  and  are 
feldom  given  alone.  They  are  commonly  added 
in  lmall  quantities,  fuch  as  a dram  or  two,  to  infu- 
fions  of  fenna,  folutions  of  neutral  falts,  and  other 
cathartic  potions.  (Phefaurus  Med.  p.  70,  79) 
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Schaller  de  Jalappa,  1761,  reprinted  in  JVittwer’s 
DeledlusDiftertationum  Mediearum. 

Convolvulus  Scammonia.  Clafs  and  Order, 
the  fame  as  the  laft.  Aleppo.  Smyrna,  and  other 
parts  of  the  Levant.  (Scarnmonium.  Gummi-re- 
fina).  Scammony.  This  gummy -refinous  fub- 
ftance,  which  is  the  infpiflated  or  concreted  juice  of 
the  root  of  the  plant,  operates  quickly  and  ftrongly 
by  ftool,  in  dofes  of  from  five  to  fifteen  grains. 
As  it  coincides  in  its  cathartic  powers  with  jalap 
and  the  extract  of  jalap,  it  is  dinted  to  the  fame  cafes 
in  wrhich  they  are  employed,  viz.  to  obftrudtions 
of  the  inteftinal  canal  from  accumulation  of  mucus  ; 
to  worm  cafes,  and  to  dropfies.  The  Elefluarium 
Scammonii , Ph.  Lond.  confifts  of  fcammony,  an 
ounce  and  a half,  cloves  and  ginger,  each,  fix 
drams,  oil  of  carraway,  half  a dram,-  role-fyrup 
•enough  to  make  an  electuary.  Dofe,  from  fifteen 
grains  to  half  a dram.  The  Pul-vis  Scammonii  com- 
pofitus,  Ph.  Lond.  confifts  of  fcammony  and  extradt 
of  jalap,  each,  two  ounces,  ginger,  half  an  ounce. 
Dofe,  from  eight  to  twelve  or  fifteen  grains.  Efpe- 
cially  fuited  to  hydropic  and  worm  cafes.  The 
Pulvis  Scammonii  compofitus>  Ph.  Ed.  confifts  of  fcam- 
mony and  cryftals  of  tartar,  equal  parts.  It  may 
be  given  in  dofes  of  from  10  to  20  or  30  grains.  Like 
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the  other,  it  is  an  ufeful  hydragogue  purge.  The 
Pulvis  S-cammonii  compojitus  cum  Aloe,  Ph.  Lond. 
confifts  of  fcammony  fix  drams,  extract  of  jalap, 
aloes,  each,  an  ounce  and  a half,  ginger,  half  an 
ounce.  Dofe,  from  five  to  ten  or  twelve  grains. 
The  Pulvis  S-cammonii  cum  Calomclane , Ph,  Lond.- 
confifts  of  fcammony,  half  an  ounce,  calomel  and 
fine  fugar,  each,  two  drams.  Dofe,  from  five  to 
fifteen  grains.  This  is  a good  worm  medicine.  In 
dofes  of  from  three  to  eight  or  ten  grains,  it  is  a 
common  and  ufeful  purge  for  children  when  the 
bowels  are  obftrudted  with  (lime.  This  drug  is 
alfo  an  ingredient  in  the  Extras! um  Colocynthidis  com- 
J>q/itum , Ph.  Lond.  which  preparation  will  be  no- 
ticed under  the  following  article. 

. • \ * 

Cucumis  Colocynthis . Monoecia.  Syngenefia. 
Cucurbitacese.  Syria,  and  other  parts  of  the  Le- 
vant. (Colocynthis.  Fruftus  medulla).  Bitter 

Apple.  Bitter  Cucumber.  Coloquintida.  Colo- 
cynth.  The  pulpy  or  fpongy  part  of  the  fruit,  ex- 
ficcated.  This  cathartic  is  fo  draft ic  and  irritat- 
ing in  its  operation,  that  it  is  fcarcely  applicable  to 
any  other  cafes,  befides  melancholy,  lethargy,  fome 
hydropic  affections,  and  worms  j and  even  in  thefe 
cafes,  it  is  not  fit  to  be  given  alone  in  full  dofes, 
but  ftiould  only  be  employed  conjunctively  with 
other  purgatives,  in  filch  quantities  as  are  fufficient 
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to  quicken  and  increafe  their  action.  Violent  grip- 
ings*  bloody  {tools,  inflammation  of  the  inteftines, 
and  convulfions,  have  been  the  confequences  of  an 
unguarded  ufe  of  this  medicine.  Dofe,  from  two 
to  fix  grains.  The  Extrattum  Colocynthidh  com - 
; fofitum , Ph.  Lond.  is,  in  our  opinion,  a preparation 
that  could  well  be  fpared,  and  might  be  much  bet- 
ter fupplied  by  extemporaneous  combination.  It' 
confifts  of  a fpirituous  extrad  of  colocynth,  aloes, 
^nd  fcammony,  aromatifed  with  cardamom  feeds* 
It  may  be  given,  made  into  pills,  in  dofes  of  from- 
■five  to  fifteen  grains. 

Ficus  Cdrtca.  Polygamia.  Triaecia.  Sea- 
’bridse.  Arbor.  Afia,  and  the  Southern  parts  of* 
Europe.  (Carica.  Frudtus).  The  Fig.  The 
pulpy  part  of  this  fruit  is  gently  laxative.  It  is  aiy. 
ingredient  in  the  EleSuarium  Serna. 

Fraxinus  Ornus.  Polygamia.  Diaecia.  Af= 
fcyroidese.  Arbor.  Calabria.  Sicily,  and  the' 
•Southern  parts  of  Europe.  (Succus  concretes,- 
fh/Lonna  didtus).  The  Manna  Afh.  Manna,  the 
concrete  juice  of  the  tree.  D'r.  Cullen  has  taken 
great  pains  to  fhow,  that  there  is  little  or  no  differ- 
ence between  manna  and  fugar.  In  their  fenfible 
and  chemical  qualities-,  both,  he  fays,  are  alike; 
and  he  is  at  a lofs  to  know  in  what  refpeft  the 
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medicinal  power  of  the  one  is  different  from  the 
other.  That  manna  pofTeffes  the  properties  of  fugar, 
is  not  to  be  doubted  ; but  becaufe  it  coincides  in 
tafte  and  in  chemical  analyfis,  are  we  therefore  to 
jnfer,  that  its  aftion  upon  the  living  body  is  pre- 
cifely  die  fame  ? The  berry  of  the  atropa  bel- 
ladonna contains  afaccharine  juice,  yet  jtisaftrong 
poifon  j and  as  for  chemical  analyfis,  how  little 
that  is  to  be  relied  upon,  in  relation  to  the  medi- 
cinal properties  of  bodies,  the  expei  iments  long 
fince  made  by  the  French  Academy,  have  abun- 
dantly fhown.  The  truth  is,  that  manna,  though  a 
faccharine  fubftance,  has  a ftronger  effeft  upon  the 
human  body  than  fugar  itfelf.  Flence,  in  equal 
dofes,  it  is  more  laxative;  and  hence  too,  it  is 
apt  to  gripe  more.  It  is  given  to  children,  dif- 
folved  in  water  (with  the  addition  of  peppermint, 

or  fome  other  aromatic,  to  prevent  flatulence)  in 

« 

dofes  of  two  drams  or  half  an  ounce  ; and  to  adults, 
in  dofes  of  one  or  two  ounces.  To  the  latter, 
however,  it  is  feldom  given  by  itfelf  in  fyll  dofes, 
but  is  generally  added  in  quantities  of  half  an 
ounce  or  f3x  drams  to  infufions  of  fenna  and  tama- 
rinds, or  to  folutions  of  neutral  falts.  It  is  fome- 
times  prefcribed  in  the  form  of  an  eleftuary.  See 
Thejaurus  Me  die  am.  p.  65.  It  is  an  ingredient  in 
the  Elecluarhtm  Caffi<e,  Ph.  Lond.  et  Ed.  Hoffmann 
ide  Manna,  ejufque  prgeftantiffimo  in  medicina  ufu, 
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3725*  Heifter  de  Manna.,  1752.  tfrainev  Examen 
chemicum  Manna?,  1793. 

Cambogia  Gutla.  Polyandna.  Monogynia. 
Tricoccae.  Arbor.  Eaft  Indies.  (Gambogia. 
Gummi  Gutta.  Gurnmi-vefina).  This  gummy- 
refinous  fubftance  is  die  juice  that  flows  from  the 
wounded  bark  of  the  tree,  concreted  by  the  com- 
bined action  of  the  fun  and  air.  It  is  a ftrong 
cathartic,  which  may  be  advantageoufly  employed 
in  hydropic  and  worm  cafes,  in  dofes  of  from 
three  to  fifteen  or  twenty  grains.  It  is  generally 
made  into  pills  with  calomel,  rhubarb,  foap,  bitter 
extracts,  &c.  Cullen  ufed  to  direcft  it  to  be  tri- 
turated into  a powder  with  fugar.  Werlhof  mixed 
it  with  water  and  a little  fugar,  adding  fome  fpirit 
of  cinnamon,  to  render  it  palatable  and  make  it  fit 
better  upon  the  ftomach.  Others  prefcribe  it  in  a 
liquid  form,  joined  with  alkaline  or  neutral  falts. 
(Thejaurus  Med.  p.  52,  60,  74).  A foreign  phy- 
fician  of  eminence  adminifters  it  in  dropfies,  in  the 
following  manner.  Half  a dram  of  the  gum-refin 
is  diffolved,  by  trituration  in  a ftrong  lixivium  of 
fait  of  tartar.  After  it  has  flood  to  fettle,  the  li- 
quor is  poured  off  from  the  fediment ; and  of  this, 
forty  or  fifty  drops  are,  at  firft,  given  twice  a day, 
in  a cup  of  tea,  coffee,  or  milk  and  water.  After 
a few  days,  if  the  medicine  ceafes  to  operate  fuf- 

ficiently^  j 
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ficiently,  the  dofe  is  increafed  to  half  as  much  more, 
or  twice  as  much;  and  fo  on,  according  to  its- 
effeds  and  the  ftate  of  the  patient.  It  operates 
both  by  ftool  and  urine,  and  in  this  way  many 
watery  colledions  have  been  removed.  Thefe 
pbfervations  in  favour  of  the  hydragogue  powers  of 
.gamboge,  our  own  experience  fully  confirms. 
Our  method  of  exhibiting  it,  however,  is  in  the 
form  of  pills,  in  conjundion  with  fquill  and  fome 
of  the  warm  gums.  To  promote  the  operation  of 
thefe  pills,  we  dired  the  patient  to  dilute  with  a 
folution  of  cryftals  of  tartar,  or  fome  other  faline  or 
acidulated  liquor.  Gaupp  de  Cambogiae  Guttae 
fucco,  1777. 

<([  Gratiola  officinalis.  Diandria.  Monogy- 
nia.  Perfonatse.  Auftria.  France.  Italy.  (Herba. 
Radix).  Hedge  Hyffop.  Of  late  years  this  plant 
has  been  much  cried  up  in  Germany  as  an  ufeful 
cathartic  in  dropfical  and  worm  cafes.  That  it  is 
no  inert  thing,  is  proved  by  feveral  cafes  upon  re- 
cord, in  which  it  excited  violent  vomiting  and 
purging;  but  whilft  there  are  lb  many  other  arti- 
cles in  the  lift  of  the  materia  medica,  that  are  equally 
as  operative,  and  rather  more  manageable  than  this, 
we  think  it  may  well  be  difpeofed  with.  The  pow- 
der of  the  dried  herb  is  given  in  dofes  of  from  fif- 
teen grains  to  half  a dram.  The  infufion  is  made 
^ O 4 with 
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with  two  dram?  to  half  a pint  of  water.  Of  this 
two  or  three  table  fpoonfuls  are  given  three  times 

a.  da>\  lhe  rooc  is  ftronger,  and  is  accordingly 

given  in  Imaller  dofes.  Kojlrewjki  de  Gratiola, 

17  75- 

Hellepqrus  niger.  Polyandria.  Polypynia 
Multifiliquae.  Auftria.  Alps.  Apennines,"  and 
Pyrenees.  (Melampodium.  Radix).  Black  Hel- 
lebore. This  is  a celebrated  purge  in  maniacal  and 
dropfical  cafes  , yet  we  much  queftion  whether,  in 
iuch  diforders,  it  poffeffes  any  advantages  over  ja- 
lap, fcammony,  colocynth ; efpecially  when  the 
operation  of  thefe  is  quickened  and  fupported  by 
mei  curials  and  antimonials  -3  and,  in  relpedl  to  its 
emmenagngue  powers,  we  are  convinced  that  it  is 
in  no  degree  fuperior  to  aloes  and  favine.  If  to 
thefe  confederations,  we  add  the  virulent  effebts 
which  black  hellebore  has  fometimes  produced, 
and  the  gieat  uncertainty  there  is  in  procuring  the 
genuine  roots,  we  ffiall  have  fufficient  reafbn  for 
thinking^  this  plant  may  be  fpared  from  the  materia 
medica.  The  black  hellebore  root  is  very  rarely 
prefcribed  in  fubftance.  The  mod  ufual  form  is 
that  of  a decoction,  made  with  two  drams  of  the 
root  to  a pint  of  water.  An  ounce  of  this  is  given 
every  four  hours.  (Tbefaurus  Med.  p.  87).  The 
officinal  preparations  from  it  in  our  pharmacopoeias. 
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are  the  Extraflum  Hellebori  nigri,  Ph.  Lond.  et  Ed. 
(formerly  called  Extradtum  Melampodii)  which  is 
made  by  evaporating  the  decodtion  to  a due  con- 
fidence. Dofe,  from  three  to  fix  or  eight 
arains.  This  extract  is  the  bafis  of  Barter's  cele~ 

a . 

brated  hydragogue  pills,  compofed  (according  to  the 
Geneva  pharmacopoeia)  ofextradt  of  black  hellebore, 
myrrh,  and  carduus  benedidtus,  beat  up  together  in 
t:he  proportion  of  thirty  grains  of  the  two  firft  in- 
gredients and  five  grains  of  the  lad,  and  made 
into  pills  weighing  a fingle  grain.  Dofe,  3,  4,  or  6, 
three  or  four  times  a day.  The  Tinftura  Hellebori 
nigri , Ph.  Lond.  (formerly  called  Tindlura  Melam- 
podii) is  made  by  digeding  four  ounces  of  the  root 
and  two  fcruples  of  cochineal  in  two  pints  of 
proof  fpiric.  Dofe,  one  or  two  drams.  The 
Edinburgh  tincture  is  fomewhat  weaker,  being 
made  with  two  pints  ar.d  a half  of  fpirit  to 
four  ounces  of  the  root.  Both  the  extradt  and  tinc- 
ture are  chiefly  ufed  as  emmenagogues.  Buchner 
de  Eliebori  nigri  ufu,  1751.  Franz  Virtus  Helle- 
bori nigri  hydragoga,  1787. 

f Hel.lebob.us  j'isiidus,  Clafs  and  Order,  as 
the  lad.  Indigenous.  (Helleborader.  Folia). 
Bearsfoot,  Stinking  Hellebore.  A decodtion  of 
the  leaves  is  a drong,  but  not  iflery  fafe  purge.  Its 
doles  have  not  been  afcertained  with  precidon. 
Bijfel  recommends  a fyrup  prepared  from  the  ex- 

pielfed 
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prefled  juice,  as  a worm  medicine  for  children 
(Thcjaurus  Med.  p.  348).  But,  after  all,  this 
herb  appears  to  us  to  be  a fuperfluous  article  in 
the  long  catalogue  of  cathartic  drugs. 

Leontodon  Taraxacum.  Leontodon  Officinalis , 
Syngenefia.  Polygamia  asquahs.  CompofitcG 
femiflofculas.  Indigenous.  (Taraxacum.  Dens 
Leonis.  Radix.  Herba).  Dandelion.  This 
common  plant  is  as  much  undervalued  in  this  as  it 
is  over-rated  in  other  cquntries.  From  our  owrj 
experience  we  can  aflert,  that  it  is  no  inefficacious 
deobftruent  in  jaundice,  dropfy,  and  other  cafes  of 
vifceral  obftru&ion.  The  beft  form  of prefcribing 
it  is  in  deco&ion,  in  the  proportion  of  two  or  three 
ounces  of  the  root  to  a pint  of  water.  Two  or 
three  drams  of  cryftals  of  tartar  or  vitriolated  kali 
make  an  ufeful  addition  to  this  deco&ion.  (The- 
Jaurus  Med.  p.  86).  Sound,  full  grown  roots, 
fhould  be  chofen  ; they  fhould  be  fliced  thin,  and 
Ihould  be  boiled  gently  for  the  fpace  of  two  or  three 
hours,  adding  a frefh  quantity  of  water  as  often  as 
fhall  be  neceflary,  fo  that  there  may  be  left  a pint  at 
the  laft.  Whoever  will  be  at  the  pains  of  making 
the  decodlion,  or  of  direfting  it  to  be  made,  in  this 
manner,  will  find  it  to  be,  in  the  cafes  above-men- 
tioned, a very  fer viewable  medicine.  Delius  de  Ta- 
raxaco,  1754,  and  reprinted  in  Baldinger' s Sylloge, 
1776. 
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Mopjordica  Elatemm.  Moncecia.  Syn- 
genefia.  Cucurbitaceae.  Italy,  Sicily,  and  South- 
ern parts  of  Europe.  (Cucumis  agreftis,  FruCtus 
recens).  Wild  Cucumber.  The  frefh  fruit  of  this 
plant  is  a violent  and  acrimonious  cathartic.  Ela - 
teriurn  is  prepared  from  the  feculent  part  of  the  ex- 
preffed  juice,  dried  with  a gentle  heat.  In  the 
days  of  Sydenham , it  was  in  frequent  ufe  as  a purge 
in  dropfies;  but  on  account  of  its  irritating  effects, 
and  the  hypercatharfis  which  it  has  lometimes  in- 
duced, it  is  feldom  prefcribed  in  modern  praCtice. 
Indeed,  while  there  are  To  many  other  fafer  hydra - 
gogues,  why  Ihould  we  refort  to  one  from  which 
mifchief  may  arife  ? Dofe,  from  one  to  three  grains. 

Nicotiana  Habacum.  (fee  p.  in).  Tobacco. 
As  a cathartic,  this  plant  is  ufed  clyfter-wife  in  two 
ways,  viz.  an  infufion  of  it  is  injeCted  into  the  in- 
teftines,  and  the  fmoke  arifing  from  the  burnt  leaves 
is  introduced  ■per  anum.  In  cafes  of  obftinate  con- 
ftipation,  of  cplic,  worms,  and  ileus,  - thefe  c'lyfters 
frequently  bring  away  the  feces  after  other  pur- 
gatives have  failed.  The  infufion  for  the  clyfter  is 
made  with  two  drams  of  the  leaves  to  a pint  of  boil- 
ing water.  ( The/aurus  Med.  p.  89).  Of  the  ufe 
of  Tobacco  in  dropfical  affections,  mention  will  be 

. # # i l.  • % i 

made  under  Diuretics. 


Pinus  Larix.  Moncecia.  Polyandria.  (Mo- 
1 nadelphia. 
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mdelphia.  Polvandria  of  later  Botanifts).  ConL 
feras.  Arbor,  Switzerland,  Tyrol,  Stiria,  Eohe- 
nua,  Siberia.  (Liquor  refinofus  vel  balfamicus  e 
cortice  incifo  ftillans,  Terebinthina  diclus.  Fere- 
bmthm  Veneta).  T he  Larch  Tree.  The  refmous 
or  balfamic  liquor,  call'd  Turpentine,  that  flows 
from  the  wounded  bark.  Venice  Turpentine, 
This,  and  the  other  turpentines,  inje&ed  into  the 
inteftines,  in  the  dole  of  half  an  ounce  or  fix  drams, 
previoufly  mixed  by  means  of  the  yolk  of  an  egg, 
with  a fufficient  quantity  of  water,  feldom  fail  To 
produce  copious  evacuations  by  (fool,  in  colic  and 
cafes  of  obftinate  coftivenefs.  For  further  remarks 
Qn  Turpentine,  fee  Stimulants, 

Prunus  domejlica  (fee  p.  64).  Prunes.  The 
laxative  propel  ty  of  the  variety  called  Pruneola  vel 
Prunella , French  Prunes,  has  been  already  noticed 
in  the  place  above  referred  to. 


^[Rhamnus  catharticus%  Pentandria.  Mono- 
gynia.  Dumofe.  Frutex.  Indigenous.  (Spina 
cervina.  Baccae).  Buckthorn.  From  the  ex- 
prefled  juice  of  the  berries,  boiled  with  a proper 
quantity  of  fugar,  is  prepared  a fyrup,  which  has  a 
place  in  both  the  Britifh  pharmacopoeias.  To 
prevent  its  griping  operation,  the  Syrupus  Spin a 


'Cervina  of  the  London  College  is  aromatized  with 

jaimento  1 


Cldjs  /•  EVACUANTS.  E.  CATHARTICS.  10$ 

pimento  and  ginger.  The  dofe  of  this,  as  well  as 
of  the  Syrupus  Rharrtni  Cathartic:,  Ph.  Ed,  is  from 
fix  drams  to  an  ounce  or  an  ounce  and  a half.  This 
is  a naufeous  cathartic,  whole  place  may  at  all 
times  be  much  better  fupplied  by  fenna,  jalap,  and 
feveral  other  articles  of  this  clafs* 

Rheum  palmatum.  Enneandria.  Trigynia. 
Qleraceas.  Tartary,  Thibet,  and  other  parts  of 
Afia.  (Rhabarbarum.  Radix).  Rhubarb.  The 
root  of  this  plant  is  a well  known  laxative.  It  is 
oiven  in  fubltance,  in  dofes  of  from  ten  grains  to 
two  fcruples  or  more.  To  quicken  its  operation, 
and  prevent  its  fecondary  aftringent  effed,  it  is 
ulual  to  join  with  it  calomel,  cryllals  of  tartar, 
vitriolated  kali,  or  fome  other  neutral  fait,  of  which 
compofitions  fee  various  examples  in  Tbefaurus  Med, . 
p.  49,  50,  62,  64.  The  officinal  preparations  of 
this  drug,  are  the  Infu/um  Rhei , Ph.  Ed.  which  is 
made  by  macerating  half  an  ounce  of  the  root,  for 
the  fpace  of  a night,  in  eight  ounces  of  boiling  wa- 
ter, and  afterwards  adding  one  ounce  of  Ipirit  of 
cinnamon,  and  {training  off  the  liquor.  From  two 
to  four  ounces  may  be  given  at  a time.  The  Vi 'mm 
Rhabarbari , Ph.  Lond.  (formerly  called  Tin  dura 
Rhabarbari  vinofa)  is  made  by  digefting  fof  ten 
days  two  ounces  and  a half  of  the  root,  half  an 


ounce. 
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ounce  of  the  leffer  cardamom  feeds,  and  two  drams 
of  faffron,  in  two  pints  of  mountain  wine  and  ekffit 
ounces  of  proof  fpirit.  Dofe,  one  or  two  ounces. 
The  faffron  contributes  nothing  to  the  efficacy  of 
this  compofition,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  left  out. 
The  Vinum  Rhei , Ph.  Ed.  is  aromatized  with  ca- 
nella  alba  inftead  of  cardamom  feeds.  It  is  a lefs 
compound  and  a ftronger  preparation,  being  made 
with  two  ounces  of  rhubarb,  one  dram  of  canella 
alba,  two  ounces  of  proof  fpirit,  and  fifteen  ounces 
of  white  wine,  fteeped  together  for  feven  days. 
Dofe,  from  half  an  ounce  to  an  ounce.  The  Tine- 
tura  Rhabarbari , Ph.  Lond.  is  made  with  two 
ounces  of  the  root,  half  an  ounce  of  cardamom^ 
and  two  drams  of  faffron,  digefted  for  eight  days  in 
two  pints  of  proof  fpirit.  Here  again,  and  in  the 
next  preparation,  we  have  the  ufelefs  and  unpalat- 
able additament,  the  faffron.  Dofe,  from  half  an 
ounce  to  an  ounce  and  a half.  The  Ti nttura  Rha - 
barbari  compfita , Ph.  Lond.  conflfts  of  rhubarb  two 
ounces,  liquorice-root  half  an  ounce,  ginger  and 
faffron,  each,  two  drams,  water  one  pint,  proof 
fpirit  twelve  ounces,  digefted  together  for  fourteen 
days.  Dofe,  as  a purge,  one  ounce  ; but  it  is 
chiefly  ufed  as  a ftomachic,  in  fmall  dofes  of  two  or 
three  drams.  In  the  Edinburgh  pharmacopoeia, 
there  are  as  many  as  four  different  tin&ures  of  this 
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root,  viz.  the  Tinftura  Rhei , Ph.  Ed.  made  with 
rhubarb  three  ounces,  leffer  cardamom  feeds  half 
ounce,  proof  fpirit  two  pints  and  a half,  digefted 
for  feven  days.  Dofe,  from  half  an  ounce  to  an 
ounce  j the  Tinffura  Rhei  dulcis , Ph.  Ed.  made  by- 
adding  to  the  preceding  preparation  four  ounces 
of  fugar  candy  ; the  Linftura  Rhei  amara , Ph.  Ed. 
made  with  rhubarb  two  ounces,  gentian-root  half 
an  ounce,  ferpentaria-root  one  dram,  proof  fpirit 
two  pints  and  a half,  digefted  for  feven  days.  Dofe. 
as  a purge,  half  an  ounce  or  fix  drams  j as  a fto- 
machic,  two  or  three  drams  j and,  laftly,  the 
Linhlura  Rhei  cum  Aloe , Ph.  Ed.  (formerly  called 
Elixir  facrum)  made  by  digefting  together  for 
feven  days,  rhubarb  ten  drams,  aloes  fix  drams, 
cardamom-feeds  half  an  ounce,  proof  fpirit  two 
pints  and  a half.  Dofe,  as  a purge,  half  an  ounce 
or  fix  drams  ; as  a ftomachic,  one  dram.  Alpinus 
de  Rhapontico,  1718.  Gmelin  de  Rhabarbaro, 
1752.  Linnaeus  de  Rhabarbaro,  1753  j and  in 
Amaenitat.  Academ.  Vol.  III. 

Ricinus  communis.  Monoecia.  Monodelphia. 
Tricoccte.  Weft  Indies.  (Oleum  feminis).  Pal- 
ma Chrifti.  The  oil  obtained  from  the  feeds  of  this 
vegetable,  either  by  expreftion  or  codtion,  is  an 
excellent  laxative  in  cafes  of  obftinate  conftipation, 
e-olica  faturnina,  ileus,  ftone  and  gravel,  piles,  &c. 

It 
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It  may  be  given,  mixed  up  with  water,  by  means 
of  yolk  of  egg  or  gum  arabic  ; or,  what  is  much 
better,  coating  upon  a glafs  of  lemonade  or  pepper- 
mint water,  or  any  other  aromatic  liquor.  To 
thefe  may  fometimes  be  added  a little  tinflure  of 
rhubarb  or  fenna.  ( Thejaurus  Med.  p.  72),  Dofe,- 
from  half  an  ounce  to  an  ounce.  A large  quantity 
is  apt  to  provoke  vomiting  ; hence  it  is  belt  to  give 
it  in  fmall  dofes,  frequently  repeated.  It  is  fo  little 
irritating  in  its  operation,  that  it  may  be  given  withr 
great  fafety  and  advantage  to  pregnant  women  and 
infants  j to  the  laff,  in  dofes  of  one  or  two  tea- 
fpoonfuls.  Where  it  excites  vomiting,  or  cannot 
on  other  accounts  be  given  by  the  mouth,  it  may 
be  adminiftered  with  good  eded  clyfter-wife.  Fifeher 
de  Ricino,  1719.  Canvane  on  the  Oleum  Palms 
Chrifti,  or  Caftor  Oil,  17 69.  Fuchs  de  Oleo  Rh 
cini,  1782. 

Saccharum  officinarum,  Triandria.  Digynia, 
Gramina.  Africa,  and  the  Eaft  Indies,  and,  by, 
tranfplantation,  in  the  Weft  Indies,  (Sal  efientiale 
dulce,  Saccharum  didlum,  e fucco  culmorum  pa- 
ratum).  The  Sugar  Cane.  Sugar,  a fweet  effen- 
tial  fait,  obtained  from  the  juice  of  the  ftalks. 
Brown  Sugar  (Saccharum  rubrum  velThomasum) 
when  taken  freely,  has  a laxative  effedt  but  with 
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this  intention  it  is  feldom  ufed  in  any  other  form 
thaiwthat  of  clyfters,  for  which  purpofe  an  ounce 
or  two  of  it  may  be  diffolved  in  ten  or'  twelve 
ounces  of  gruel  or  broth>  and  lnjedted  as  often  as 
may  be  neceffary.  Melaffes,  or  T reacle  ( MelaJJus) 
is  confiderably  more  aperient  than  the  fugar.  It  is  a 
common,  and  by  no  means  unwholefome  laxative 
for  children.  For  other  remarks  on  fugar,  fee 
p.  90. 

Sambucus  nigra.  Pentandria.  Trigynia.  Du- 
mofe.  Arbor.  Indigenous.  (Cortex  interior). 
Common  Elder.  The  inner  green  bark  is  a flrong 
cathartic.  On  the  recommendation  of  Boerhaave 
and  Sydenham , it  is  lometimes  given  in  dropfies; 
The  formula  of  the  laft-mentioned  phyfician  is  by 
much  too  operative  for  the  prefent  race  ofEnglilh. 
If  inftead  of  three  handfuls,  one  ounce  of  the  bark 
is  boiled  in  a quart  of  water  down  to  a pint,  the 
decoftion  will  be  as  ftrong  as  moft  patients  can 
bear.  This  may  ferve  for  four  dofes  j and  to  make 
it  more  tolerable  to  the  ftomach  and  bowels,  one 
or  two  ounces  of  fpirit  of  cinnamon  may  be  added 
to  it. 

\ ' 

Sambucus  F.hulus.  Clafs  and  Order,  as  the 
laft.  Indigenous.  (Ebulus.  Cortex  interior). 
Dwarf  Elder.  The  inner  bark  of  this  plant,  which 
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is  an  herbaceous  perennial,  is  a ftrong  hydrago&ue 
pifirge,  like  the  bark  of  the  preceding  fpecies.  Dr. 
Brockeljby  ((Economical  and  Medical  Obfervations, 
1764)  was  witnefs  to  aftonilhing  fuccefs  in  afcites 
from  the  frefh  inner  rind,  boiled  in  water  till  it 
makes  it  exceedingly  bitter,  and  taken  upon  an 
empty  ftomaeh  in  the  morning,  fo  as  to  vomit  and 
purge  downwards  very  powerfully.  At  the  fame 
time  it  proved  confiderably  diuretic.  Thefe  ad- 
vantages were  derived  from  this  decodtion  after 
feveral  fruitlefs  trials  with  various  other  cathartics. 
We  are  not  told  what  was  the  proportion  of  the 
elder  bark  m the  water ; but,  where  vomiting  is 
not  required,  half  an  ounce  or  fix  drams  boiled  in 
a pint  and  a half  of  water  down  to  twelve  ounces, 
and  divided  into  three  equal  dofes,  will  be  fuffici- 
ciently  operative  for  moft  patients. 

Sp'artium Jco'parium.  Diadelphia.  Decandria. 
Papilionaceas.  Fruticulus.  Indigenous.  (Ge- 
nifta.  Cacumina  vel  fummitates).  Broom.  If 
an  ounce  of  the  green  tops  of  this  fhrubby  plant  be 
boiled  in  a pint  and  a half  of  water  down  to  a pint, 
and  two  ounces  of  this  decodtion  be  given  three  or 
four  times  a day,  a copious  evacuation  by  ftool 
as  well  as  by  urine  will  generally  follow.  Hence 
this  decoction  is  an  uleful  cathartic  in  dropfies.  The 
bark  is  more  operative  than  the  tops.  The  feeds, 

in 
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in  full  dofes,  are  ape  to  vomit  rather  than  to  purge. 
As  an  hydragogue  medicine,  they  are  inferior  to 
either  the  tops  or  the  bark  of  the  (tern.  (Thejaurus 
Med.  p.  86,  109). 

Tamarindus  Indica.  Tetrandria.  Monogy- 
nia.  Lomentacete.  Arbor.  Eaft  and  Weft  In- 
dies, Egypt,  and  Arabia.  (Fruftus).  The  Ta- 
marind. The  pulpy  fruit  of  this  tree  is  a pleafant 
and  ufeful  laxative  in  dyfentery  and  other  febrile 
diforders,  efpecially  in  fuch  as  are  of  a bilious  and 
putrid  nature.  Thedofe  of  the  pulp  is  from  half 
an  ounce  to  one  or  two  ounces.  It  is  generally 
given  in  decoftion  or  infufion,  combined  with  crys- 
tals of  tartar,  vitriolated  kali,  or  fome  other  neu- 
tral fair,  and  fometimes  with  rhubarb  and  fenna. 
(Thejaurus  Med.  p.  71,  72,  82).  The  Infufum  Ta- 
mar indorum  cum  Senna,  Ph.  Ed.  confifts  of  tama- 
1 inds  fix  drams,  cryftals  of  tartar  and  fenna,  each, 
one  dram,  coriander- feed  half  a dram,  brown  fugar 
half  an  ounce,  macerated  for  four  hours  in  ei^ht 
ounces  of  boiling  water.  This  may  ferve  for  two 
or  three  dofes.  Tamarind-whey  (ferum  1 aft  is  ta- 
marindatum)  is  a pleafant  laxative  antifeptic  drink, 
made  by  adding  a couple  of  ounces  of  the  fruit  to 
a pint  01  a pint  and  a half  of  boiling  milk,  and  af- 
terwards continuing  the  boiling  till  the  milk  is 
curdled,  and  then  {training  off  the  whey  through  a 
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linen  or  flannel  bag.  Of  this  whey  a teacupful 
may  be  drunk  at  pleafure.  The  tamarind-pulp  is 
an  ingredient  in  the  Elettuarium  Coffin  and  Elefiua- 
rium  Senna;  of  the  Lond.  and  Ed.  pharmacopoeias. 

Veratrum  album.  White  Hellebore  (fee 
p.  1 13).  The  root  and  the  extra#  prepared  from 
it,  evacuate  upwards  and  downwards  violently. 
Even  in  fmall  dofes,  the  veratrum  alburn  acts  with 
fo  much  virulence,  that  its  internal  exhibition  can- 
not be  too  much  difcountenanced.  For  maniacal 
diforders,  we  have  plenty  of  medicines  that  are 
fufficiently  operative  without  being  dangerous. 
On  the  external  ufe  of  this  root,  fee  Errhines  and 
Heteroclites. 

TO  this  divifion  of  Cathartics  from  the  Vege- 
table Kingdom,  belong  the  following  Salts,  which 
either  confift  entirely  of  a vegetable  acid  and  the 
vegetable  alkali,  or  elfe  have  the  vegetable  alkali 
or  the  tartareous  acid  for  one  of  their  component 
parts. 

Tartarum  purificatum , Ph.  Lond.  et  Ed., 
Cryftalli  tartari.  (Cremor  tartari).  Purified  Tar- 
tar.., 


* r 


Cla/S  I.  EVACUANTS.  E.  CATHARTICS.  2,13 

tar.  Cryftals  of  Tartar.  Cream  of  Tartar.  This 
faline  fubftance  is  depofited  from  wine  upon  the 
fides  of  the  cafks.  The  auftere  and  acid  wines 
yield  the  greateft  quantity  and  the  beft.  It  is  puri- 
fied by  repeated  folution  in  boiling  water,  which  is 
afterwards  evaporated,  that  the  fait  may  cryftallize. 
Thefe  cryftals  of  tartar  confift  of  the  vegetable 
alkali  fuper-laturated  with  the  tartareous  acid  and 
therefore  might,  conformably  to  the  new  nomen- 
clature of  the  London  College,  be  properly  enough 
denominated  Kali  fuper-tartarifatum,  in  contra- 
diftindtion  to  the  Soluble  tartar  or  Kali  tartari- 
fatum.  Cryftals  of  tartar  are  an  excellent  laxative  in 
jaundice,  dropfy,  dyfentery,  and  in  bilious  and 
putrid  fevers.  Dofe,  from  two  drams  to  an  ounce. 
They  may  be  given  in  powder  with  rhubarb,  jalap, 
or  other  cathartics  ; or  made  into  an  eledtuary 
with  tamarinds  and  other  pulpy  fubftances  ; or  in 
infufion  and  decoction,  with  the  addition  of  fome 
of  the  purging  tindtures.  In  the  laft  of  thefe  modes 
of  exhibition,  viz.  in  infufion  or  decodtion,  the 
cryftals  can  only  be  given  in  fmall  quantities,  as 
they  require  fo  much  water  for  their  folution.  For 
examples  of  all  the  above-mentioned  formulae,  fee 
$hejaurus  Meaicaminum , p.  50,  51,  65,  82. 

Kali  tartarifaium,  Ph.  Lond.  Lixiva  tartari- 
feta,  Ph,  Ed.  ( Tartarum  folubile.  Tartarus  tar- 

P 3 tarifatus). 
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tarifatus).  Tartarifed  kali.  Tartariftd  lixiva.  Solu- 
ble tartar.  Tartarifed  tartar.  Confifts  of  tartareous 
acid  laturated  with  the  vegetable  alkali.  This  is  a 
neutral  fait ; whbreas  in  the  purified  tartar,  or  cryf- 
tals  of  tartar,  the  acid  predominates.  Half  an  ounce 
proves  gently  laxative  ; but  it  is  ufually  added  in 
fmall  dofes,  fuch  as  a couple  of  drams  to  infufions  of 
rhubarb  and  fcnna.  It  diflblves  readily  in  water. 

Natron  tartarifatum , Ph.  Lond.  Soda  tarta- 
rifata,  Ph.  Ed.  (Sal  Rupellenfis.  Sal  de  Seig- 
nette).  Tartarifed  Natron.  Tartarifed  Soda. 
Rochelle  Salt.  Seignette  Salt.  Confifts  of  acid  of 
tartar  and  mineral  alkali.  This  is  a very  ufeful, 
and  not  very  unpalatable  fait.  It  is  given  in  dofes  of 
half  an  ounce  to  an  ounce  and  a half.  It  is  efpeci- 
ally  fuited  to  jaundice,  and  cafes  of  ftone  and 
gravel. 

Kali  vitriolatum , Ph.  Lond.  Lixiva  vitriolata, 
Ph.  Ed.  (Tartarum  vitriolatum.  Arcanum  du- 
plicatum.  Sal  de  duobus.  Sal  polychreftus).  Vi- 
triolated  kali.  Vitriolated  lixiva.  Vitriolated  tar- 
tar. Double  arcanum.  Salt  of  many  virtues. 
Confifts  of  vegetable  alkali  and  acid  of  vitriol. 

O 

Deobftruent  in  dofes  of  one  or  two  drams ; cathar- 
tic in  the  quantity  of  half  an  ounce. 


From 
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(3)  From  the  Mineral  Kingdom. 

Hydrargyrus  purus.  Pure  Quickfilver  (fee 
p.  1 16).  Formerly  ic  was  much  the  fafhion  to  pre- 
scribe draughts  of  pure  quukjilver  in  obftinate  conlti- 
pations  of  the  bowels,  and  in  cafes  of  ileus.  Eight, 
ten,  or  twelve  ounces  of  the  metallic  fluid  were 
fwallowed  at  once  j but  the  event  of  the  cafes  in 
which  it  has  been  given,  in  this  manner,  throws  out 
little  encouragement  for  the  adoption  of  this  prac- 
tice. Would  there  be  more  probability  of  fuccefs, 
if  this  mechanical  remedy  were  employed  in  the 
early  ftage  of  thefe  difeafes  ? It  is  certain  that  it  has 
feldom  been  ufed  till  things  were  in  the  laft  extre- 
mity. 

Hydrargyrus  trilu  fubaftus,  Triturated 
Quickfilver.  Of  this  confifl:  the  Pilulae  Hydrargyri, 
Ph.  Lond.  et  Ed,  (fee  p.  118).  Fifteen  or  twenty 
grains  of  thefe  pills,  repeated  at  intervals  of  three 
or  four  hours,  according  to  the  urgency  of  the 
fymptoms,  may  be  given  to  procure  ftools,  in 
jaundice*  and  other  hepatic  difeafes,  dropfies,  ob- 
ftinate conftipations,  and  ileus. 
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. Ealomelas,  Ph.  Lend.  Hydrargyrus  mu- 
rmtus  mitis,  Ph.  Ed.  Calomel.  Mild  muriated 
qmckfilver  (fee  p.  135).  From  three  to  fix  or 
eight  grains  of  this  mercurial  preparation,  operate 
quickly  and  powerfully  downwards,  and  may  be 
given  with  great  advantage  in  the  fame  cafes  as  the 
trituiated  quickfilver,  and  alfo  againfl  worms. 
Two  or  three  grains  make  an  excellent  purge  for 
children,  whofe  bowels  are  hard  and  obftruded 
with  Hi  me. 

Magnesia  pur  a.  Magnefia  ufta,  Ph.  Lond. 
et  Ed.  Pure  Magnefia.  Calcined  Magnefia. 
This  is  the  earthy  bafis  of  Epfom  fair,  obtained  by 
adding  prepared  kali  to  the  fait,  diffolved  in  a large 
quantity  of  boiling  water,  then  paffing  the  liquor 
through  a cloth  ftrainer,  and  walking  the  white 
powder  that  remains  upon  it  till  it  is  deprived  of 
all  faline  tafte  j and,  laftly,  fubjeding  the  powder 
to  a red  heat.  By  the  addon  of  the  fire,  the  fixed 
air  or  carbonic  acid,  which  previoufly  adhered  to 

the  magnefia,  is  expelled  from  it,  and  it  is  left 
pure. 

Magnesia  aerata.  Magnefia  alba,  Ph.  Lond. 
et  Ed.  Aerated  Magnefia.  White  Magnefia. 
This  differs  from  the  preceding  in  no  other  refped 

than 
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than  in  being  combined  with  fixed  air  or  carbonic 
acid.  The  fame  procefs  is  followed  for  preparing 
it,  except  that  it  is  not  fubjedted  to  calcination. 
Both  this  and  the  other  are  ufed  as  a laxative  for 
children  in  acidities  of  the  primae  viae,  in  dofes  of 
from  twenty  grains  to  a dram.  The  aeiated  is 
fomewhat  more  laxative  than  the  pure  magnefia. 
This  medicine  is  commonly  prefcribed  too  freely 
and  with  too  little  difcrimination  to  children.  Since 
the  general  abufe  of  it,  hard  and  filmy  bellies  have, 
we  are  perfuaded,  been  more  frequent.  By  offici- 
oufiy  deftroying  all  acidity  in  the  primae  vine  of  in- 
fants and  young  fubjedts,  we  impede  digeftion, 
check  nutrition  j and  by  diminififing  the  natural 
and  proper  fenfibility  of  the  inteftinal  canal,  render 
it  fluggifh  and  inadtive,  and  consequently  liable 
to  obftrudtions.  For  other  remarks  on  this  article, 
fee  Abforbents.  Hoffman  Animadverfiones  et  Ex- 
perimenta  circa  Magnefiam  albam  •,  in  his  Obfer- 
vationes  phyfico-chimicae,  1736.  Black  de  Flu  more 
acido  a cibis  orto  et  Magnefia  alba,  1754.  Henry's 
Experiments  and  Obfervations  on  Magnefia,  &c. 
1773.  Schaffer  de  Magnefia,  1774. 

Magnesia  vitriolata , Ph.  Lond.  et  Ed.  (Sal 
Catharticus  amarus.  Sal  Epfomenfis).  Vitriolated 
magnefia.  Bitter  purging  fait.  Epfom  fait.  Con- 
fifts  of  magnefia  and  vitriolic  acid.  This  is  a nau- 
seous, bpt  mild  and  efficacious  laxative,  and  is 

given 
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given  in  dofes  of  half  an  ounce  or  an  ounce  in  hy- 
pochondriacal cafes,  colica  pi&onum,  ileus, 

Small  dofes,  fuch  as  a couple  of  drams,  frequently 
repeated,  often  iucceed  better  in  procuring  (tools 
in  the  Jaft  mentioned  cafes,  than  larger  quantities, 
which  are  apt  to  be  rejected  by  the  (tomach.  The- 
Jaurus  Med.  p.  69,  77.  The  medicinal  fpring  at 
Epfom  owes  its  purgative  virtue  to  this  fait. 

Natron  muriatum,  Ph.  Lond.  Soda  muriata, 
Ph.  Ed.  (Sal  muriaticus.  Sal  marinus.  Sal  culinaris. 
Sal  communis.)  Muriated  natron.  Muriated  foda. 
Sea  fait.  Kitchen  fait.  Common  fait.  Confifts  of 
the  mineral  alkali  and  muriatic  acid.  Half  an 
ounce  diffolved  in  a pint  of  water,  will,  in  molt 
inftances,  purge  fmartly.  Of  late  it  has  been  praifed 
as  an  excellent  cathartic  in  worm  cafes.  It  is  a 
common  and  ufeful  addition  to  purging  clyfters. 
It  is  obvious  that  Sea-water  owes  its  laxative  quality 
to  this  fait. 

Natron  phofphoratU7n.  Soda  phofphorata. 
Phofphorated  Natron.  Phofphorated  Soda.  Con- 
fifts of  mineral  alkali  and  phofphoric  acid.  Thjs 
is  a mild,  not  unpalatable  laxative.  Dofe,  from 
fix  drams  to  an  ounce  and  a half  or  two  ounces. 
Pearjon  on  the  Soda  phofphorata  in  the  Journal  de 
Phyfique  for  1788,  and  alfo  in  Qr ell's  Annals  for 
1789. 


Natron 
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Natron  vitriolatum , Ph.  Lond.  Soda  Vi- 
triolata,  Ph.  Ed.  (Sal  catharticus  Glauberi.  Sal 
Glauberi).  Vitriolated  Natron.  Vitriolated  Soda. 
Glauber’s  purging  Git.  Glauber’s  fait.  Confifts 
of  mineral  alkali  and  vitriolic  acid.  A very  com- 
mon and  ufeful  purgative.  Dofe,  from  half  an 
ounce  to  an  ounce  and  a naif.  The  Cheltcnnam 
water  owes  its  laxative  quality  partly  to  this  fait 
and  partly  to  vitriolated  magnefia. 

Sapo  ex  Oleo  olivae  et  Natro  confeCtus,  Ph. 
Lond.  Soap  made  of  olive-oil  and  mineral  alkali. 
(N.  B.  The  Sapo  alicantinus  vel  hifpanicus  (Spanifli 
foap)  confifts  of  the  fame  ingredients,  but  the  fapo 
vulgaris  (common  foap)  is  made  of  vegetable 
alkali  and  fat  or  tallow.  None  but  the  former  fhould 
be  ufed  for  medicinal  purpofes).  In  dofes  of  one 
or  two  drams,  it  is  gently  laxative,  and  is  fometimes 
employed  in  cafes  of  habitual  coftivenefs,  jaundice, 
&c.  It  is  commonly  made  into  pills  with  bitter 
extracts,  ammoniacum,  aloes,  and  the  like.  Schulze 
de  Saponis  ufu  medico,  1746. 

Sulphur  (fee  p.  168,  169).  Flowers  of  Sul- 
phur are  laxative  in  dofes  of  one  or  two  drams. 
They  are  often  employed  with  good  effeft  to  procure 
ftools  in  hemorrhoidal  affections.  ‘Thefaurus  Med. 
p.  67. 
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( i ) From  the  Animal  Kingdom. 

Meloe  vejicatorius.  Coleoptera.  (Cantharis). 
Spamlh  Fly.  Of  late  years  this  infed  has  been 
given  in  dropfical  cafes,  to  promote  the  urinary 
fecretion.  Werlhofs  method  was  to  prefcribe  one 
gsain  of  the  powdered  fly  every  fourth  or  fixth 
hour,  directing  the  patient  to  drink  after  it  fome 
mucilaginous  drink,  fuch  as  almond-emulfion,  gruel, 
or  the  like.  This,  however,  is  too  large  a dofe  to 
begin  with.  The  fafer  way  is  to  give  only  half  a 
gi  ain  at  a time,  or,  in  irritable  fubjeds,  not  more 
than  a quarter  of  a grain,  which  may  be  repeated 
four  times  in  the  courfe  of  a day.  Others  prefer 
the  Tindure  (Tinchira  Cantbaridis , Ph.  Lond.) 
which  may  be  given  in  dofes  of  thirty  or  forty 
drops,  in  afolution  of  acetated  kali,  or  any  other  fa- 
hne  vehicle.  ( Ihe/aurus  Med.  p.  98,  99).  After  all, 
this  is  a very  uncertain  diuretic,  in  the  ufe  of  which 
many praditioners  have  been  repeatedly  difappointed. 
For  further  remarks  on  this  article,  fee  Stimulants. 

IF  Oniscus  AJellus.  (Millepeda).  See  p.  1 99. 
The  YVoodloufe.  In  the  recent  date  thefe  infeds 

have 
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have  been  given  In  the  quantity  of  a dram  or  more, 
to  promote  urine,  in  hydropic  cafes.  With  the  fame 
intention  the  dried  infers  have  been  preferred  m 
dofes  of  fifteen  or  twenty  grains.  But,  while  we 
are  provided  with  fo  many  other  more  powerful 
diuretics,  the  millepedes  may  be  very  well  difpenfed 
with.  Cartheufer  de  Millepedis,  1771. 


(2)  From  the  Vegetable  Kingdom* 

Allium  Cepa.  Hexandria.  Monogyma.  Li- 
liacete.  (Cepa.  Radix).  Onion,  This  and  the 
roots  of  the 

Allium  Porrum.  Leek  ; and.  of  the 

— . Jativum.  Garlick  ; are  frequently  re- 

forted  to  in  dropfical  cafes,  but  rather  as  auxi- 
liary than  as  principal  agents.  See  Part  I.  p. 

55"S6- 

Arctium  Lappa.  Syngeneha.  Polygamia 
asqualis.  Compolirse  capitate.  Indigenous.  (Bar- 
dana.  Radix).  Burdock.  A decoftion  of  the 
roots  of  this  plant  is  diuretic,  but  in  fo  flight  a 
degree  as  fcarcely  to  deferve  notice.  It  is  faid  to 
have  been  ufeful  in  cafes  of  ftone  and  gravel.  If  it 

is 
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.3  entitled  to  any  place  in  the  materia  medica, 
1Tm  in  cJafs  of  Demulcents. 


it 


As  a rum  Europaum.  (Seep.no).  Afara- 

aCCa*  ^ ^ecodion  of  the  roots  of  this  plant 
operates  powerfully  by  urine,  and  has  been  employ- 
ed With  advantage  in  dropfies  ; as  has  been  before 
mentioned  at  the  page  above  referred  to. 

Asparagus  officinalis . Hexandria.  Mono- 
t,ynu.  Liliaceae.  indigenous.  (Turiones  et  Ra- 
dix). Afparagus.  The  (hoots  and  root.  The 
Conner,  viz.  the  (hoots  have  been  already  noticed 
among  the  alimentary  fubftances.  Of  the  latter, 
<dz.  the  root,  a ftrong  decodion  was  formerly 
employed  in  dropfies  j but  in  modem  pradice  it  is 
juftly  difregarded. 

Cambogia  Guita  (fee  p.  198).  Gamboge. 
For  remarks  on  the  diuretic  powers  of  this  gum- 
refin,  fee  the  page  above  referred  to. 


II  Cochlearia  Armoracia.  Tetradynamia.  Si- 
liculofa.  Siliquofre.  Indigenous.  (Raphanus 
rufticanus.  Radix).  Horferadilh.  An  infufion  of 
this  root  was  fuccefsfully  employed  by  Sydenham 
in  dropfies  confequential  to  intermittent  fevers. 
For  more  on  this  fubjed,  fee  Stimulants. 
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Colchicum  autumnde.  (See  p.  143).  Mea- 
dow Saffron.  Has  been  prefcribed  with  lo me  fuc- 
cefs  in  afcites  aud  hydrothorax ; but  in  thefe 
cafes,  as  well  as  in  cafes  of  humoural  althma, 
we  have  found  the  Squill,  or  P’oxglove,  a better 
medicine.  The  different  preparations  of  the  col- 
chicum  are  noticed  at  the  page  above  referred  to. 

Copaifer a officinalis.  (See  p.  145).  Balfarrt 
of  Copaiva.  W hat  is  faid  of  T urpentine  farther  on, 
will  apply  here. 

Cynara  Scolymus,  Syngenefia.  Polygamia 
aequalis.  Compofitae  Capitatae.  Southern  parts 
of  France,  Italy,  Sicily.  (Cinara.  Folia).  Ar- 
tichoke. Of  the  dietetical  ufe  of  the  reeeptable  of 
the  flowers  of  this  plant,  notice  has  been  already 
taken  in  Part  I.  of  this  Treatife.  In  this  place 
it  remains  only  to  be  mentioned,,  that  the  ex- 
preffed  juice  of  the  leaves  mixed  with  an  equal 
quantity  of  Madeira  or  other  cordial  wine,  has  been 
given  with  good  effedt  to  dropflcal  patients.  Of 
this  mixture  the  dofe  is  an  ounce  or  an  ounce 
and  a half  twice  a day.  Murray , Vol.  vi.  More 
adtive  medicines  of  this  order  render  the  Artichoke 
fuperfluous. 

Daphne  Mszereum.  Mczereon.  See  Stimu- 
lants. 


f Dau- 
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Daucus  Gar ota.  Pentandria.  Digynia. 
Umbellate.  Indigenous.  (Daucus  Sylveftris. 
Semina).  A flrong  infufion  of  the  feeds  has  been 
much  recommended  by  feveral  writers  in  cafes  of 
Hone  and  gravel ; but  againft  thefe  difeafcs  it  is 
fortunate  for  mankind  that  the  materia  medica 
affords  more  efficacious  remedies. 

Digitalis  purpurea.  (Seep.  145).  Foxglove. 
Under  proper  management,  this  is  a very  powerful 
and  not  unfafe  diuretic.  According  to  Dr.  Withering 
(from  whofe  Treadle  are  taken  molt  of  the  obfer- 
vations  on  this  article)  it  is  a much  more  certain 
diuretic  than  any  other  in  prefent  ufe.  The 
leaves  are  the  mod  preferable  part  of  the  plant 
for  medical  ufe.  They  ffiould  be  dried  fufficiently 
to  allow  of  being  readily  reduced  to  powder.  In 
this  (late,  ihey  may  be  adminiftered  in  two  ways, 
viz.  either  made  into  pills  with  ammoniacum,  foap, 
or  aromatics,  or  infufed  in  water.  In  the  firft  of 
thefe  forms,  from  one  to  three  grains  of  the  powder 
may  be  given  to  adults  twice  a day.  In  the  reduc- 
ed Hate  in  which  phyficians  generally  find  dropfical 
patients,  four  grains  a day  are  fufficient.  In  the 
other  form  of  exhibition,  a dram  of  the  dried  leaves 
is  infufed  for  four  hours  in  half  a pint  of  boiling 
water,  adding  to  the  drained  liquor  an  ounce  of  any 
fpirituous  water.  One  ounce  of  this  infufion  given 

twice 
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twice  a day,  is  a medium  dofe  for  an  adult  patient. 
If  the  patient  be  ftrongerthan  ufual,  or  the  fymptoms 
very  urgent,  this  dofe  may  be  given  once  in  eight 
hours  j and  on  the  contrary  in 'many  inflances 
half  an  ounce  at  a time  will  be  quite  fufficient.  About 
30  grains  of  the  powder,  or  eight  ounces  of  the 
infufion,  may  generally  be  taken  before  the  naufea 
commences.  When  the  digitalis  is  difpofed  to 
purge,  opium  may  be  joined  with  it  advantageoufly ; 
and  when  the  bowels  are  too  tardy,  jalap  may  be 
given  at  the  fame  time  without  interfering  with  its 
diuretic  effects.  As  this  medicine  when  given  in 
very  large  and  quickly  repeated  dofes,  produces 
violent  and  fometimes  deleterious  effects,  the  follow- 
ing general  precept  of  Dr.  Withering  fhould  be 
well  attended  to  by  all  who  prefcribe  it.  Let  the 
medicine  be  given  in  the  dofes,  and  at  the  intervals 
mentioned  above ; let  it  be  continued  until  it 
either  a£ts  on  the  kidneys,  the  flomach,  the 
pulfe,  or  the  bowels  j and  let  it  be  flopped  upon  the 
firft  appearance  of  any  one  of  thefe  effedls.  Admi- 
niftered  in  this  way,  the  digitalis  has  been  eminently 
ferviceable  in  various  kinds  of  dropfies,  in  humo- 
ral aflhmas,  and  in  fome  inflances  of  phthifis  pul- 
monalis. 

The  author  of  the  Zoonomia  for  a long  time 
was  in  the  habit  of  prefcribing  a decodlion  of  the 
frejh  leaves  ( Thefaurus  Medicaminum  p.  in ) but 

latterly 
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latterly  he  has  employed  a faturated  tinflure  of  the 
dried  leaves  in  fpirit  of  wine,  which,  though  it  may- 
have  no  advantages  over  the  pills  and  infufion 
above-mentioned,  is  certainly  a much  more  ma- 
nageable preparation  than  the  deco&ion.  This 
tincture  is  made  by  putting  two  ounces  of  the  fox- 
glove leaves  nicely  dried  and  coarfely  powdered  into 
a mixture  of  four  ounces  of  re&ified  fpirit  of 
wine,  and  four  ounces  of  water,-  The  mixture 
is  to  ftand  by  the  fire-fide  twenty-four  hours  and 
the  bottle  to  be  frequently  fhaken ; after  which 
the  tin&ure  muft  be  poured  from  the  fediment,  or 
faffed  through  filtering  paper.  As  the  fize  of  a 
drop  is  greater  or  lefs  according  to  the  fize  of 
the  rim  of  the  phial  from  which  it  is  dropped,  a 
part  of  this  faturated  tin&ure  is  direfted  to  be  put 
into  a two-ounce  phial,  for  thepurpofe  of  afcertain- 
ing  the  fize  of  the  drop.  Thirty  drops  of  this 
tin&ure  are  added  to  an  ounce  of  mint-water 
for  a draught,  to  be  taken  twice  or  thrice  a 
day,  till  the  anafarca  of  the  limbs  is  reduced, 
or  the  difficulty  of  breathing  in  hydrothorax  is  re- 
moved, or  till  ficknefs  is  induced.  And  if  thefe 
effects  do  not  occur  in  two  or  three  days,  the 
dofe  muff  be  gradually  increafed  to  forty  or 
fixty  drops,  or  further  (Zoonomia,  Vol.  II.  p.  718). 
See  account  of  the  effects  of  the  foxglove  at  the 
end  of  Darwin’s  Experiments  eftabliffiing  a crite- 
rion 
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rion  between  Mucaginous  and  Purulent  Matter, 
1780.  Withering's  account  of  the  foxglove  and 
fome  of  Its  medical  ufes,  1785.  Merz  de  Digital  i 
Purpurea,  1790. 

Juniper  us  communis.  Disecia.  Monadelphia. 
Coniferae.  Frutex.  Indigenous.  (Bacoe).  Ju- 
niper. The  berries  of  this  fhrub  are  a popular 
diuretic  in  moft  parts  of  Europe.  They  may  be 
given  either  in  fubftance  or  infufion.  In  the  firft 
way,  the  dried  berries  may  be  triturated  with  a 
little  white  fugar,  or  fome  neutral  fait,  and  given 
in  dofes  of  from  a fcruple  to  half  a dram,  three 
or  four  times  in  the  courfe  of  24  hours  j but 
when  thus  adminiftered  the  medicine  proves  op- 
preflive  to  fome  ftomachs.  Hence  the  infufion 
will  generally  be  found  the  moll  convenient  form. 
It  fhould  be  made  in  the  proportion  of  two  or 
three  ounces  of  the  feeds,  well  bruifed,  to  a pint  of 
boiling  water.  ( Thefaurus  Medic aminum,  p.  107). 
It  Ihould  be  drunk  freely.  The  Spiritus  Juniperi 
compofitus , Ph.  Lond.  et  Ed.  is  made  by  diftilling 
the  berries,  along  with  fome  carraway  and  fennel 
feeds,  with  proof  ipirit.  It  is  a warm  aromatic  ; 
but  in  diuretic  powers  it  falls  very  fhort  of  the 
watery  infufion.  Bang  de  Junipero,  1708. 

Nicotian  a Tdabacum.  (Seep,  m and  15  1). 
Tobacco.  An  infufion  made  by  lleeping  the 

Q.  2 leaves 
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leaves  in  water,  in  the  proportion  of  one  ounce 
of  the  former  to  one  pound  of  the  latter,  has 
been  given  by  Dr.  Fowler  with  confiderable  fuceefs 
in  cafes  of  dropfy  and  dyfury,  in  dofes  of  fixty  or 
eighty  drops  (to  adults)  twice  a day.  To  a pa- 
tient of  ten  or  twelve  years  of  age  forty  drops,  and 
to  one  of  five  years  twenty  drops,  are  a fufficient 
dofe.  A tindture  or  wine  may  be  made  in  the 
fame  proportions.  In  its  operation,  the  infufion, 
or  tindture,  or  wine  of  tobacco  is  a very  unpleafant 
medicine,  producing  heat  in  the  throat,  giddinefs, 
naufea  (often  vomiting)  drowfinefs,  headach,  &c. 
It  is  commonly  laxative.  As  an  hydragogue,  we 
deem  it  inferior  to  the  digitalis  and  fquill,  and 
accordingly  are  little  difpofed  to  recommend  it  in 
dropfies  j but  in  cafes  of  dyfury,  where  its  good 
effedts  feem  to  depend  on  its  anodyne  and  antifpaf- 
modic  properties,  we  readily  acknowledge  that  it  is 
an  ufeful  medicine.  Fowler' s Medical  Reports  of 
the  effedts  of  Tobacco,  principally  with  regard  to 
its  diuretic  quality  in  the  cure  of  dropfies  and  dyfu- 
ries,  17B5. 


Pinus  Larix.  (See  p.  203).  The  Larch. 
Turpentine  (terebinthina)  the  product  of  this  and 
other  trees  of  the  fir- tribe,  ftimulates  the  kidneys 
very  powerfully.  It  is  prelcribed  in  mucous  obftruc- 
tions  of  the  urinary  pafiages,  in  fluor  albus  and  gleet, 

and 
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and  in  cafes  of  ftone  and  gravel  ; in  which  laft, 
however,  it  is  a doubtful  remedy,  exciting  gieat 
irritation,  and  fometimes  inflammation  in  conftitu- 
tions  that  are  eafily  adted  upon.  It  may  be  given  in 
dofes  of  ten,  twenty,  or  thirty  grains,  either  made 
into  pills  with  powdered  liquorice  root,  or  triturat- 
ed with  almonds  and  mucilage  of  gum  arabic,  fo  as 
to  form  an  emulfton.  The  Oleum  Peyebinthin^ 
(Spiritus  Terebinthinas)  is  obtained  by  diftilling 
turpentine  with  as  much  water  as  is  neceffary  to 
prevent  it  from  burning.  Dofe  fifteen  or  twenty 
drops.  The  Oleum  T 'erebintbince  rettificatum , Ph. 
Lond.  et  Ed.  is  obtained  by  diftilling  one  part  oil  of 
turpentine  with  four  parts  water.  Dofe  twenty  or 
thirty  drops.  Th zRefinaflava  (Yellow  Rofin)  is 
the  fubftance  which  remains  after  the  diftillation  of 
the  oil  of  turpentine  from  the  common  turpentine. 
Formerly  it  was  employed  internally  in  nephritic 
cafes  ; but  modern  pradtice  very  properly  reftridts 
its  ufe  to  outward  applications.  It  is  the  bafts  of 
feveral  ointments  and  cerates  and  plafters.  See 
Stimulants. 


Pi  nus fylvejlris.  Clafs  and  order  the  fame  as  the 
laft.  Arbor.  Indigenous.  Scotch  Fir.  Pix 
liquida  (Tar)  is  obtained  by  diftilling  per  defeenfum 
the  wood  of  this  and  other  fpecies  of  fir.  The 
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Infufum  Phis  (Aqua  Picea.  Tar- Water)  is  made 
by  fteeping  tar  in  water  for  a day  or  two.  The  com- 
mon proportions  are  two  pounds  of  tar  to  a gal- 
lon of  water  ; but  a more  faturated  infufion  is  re- 
quiied  in  moft  cafes.  It  will  therefore  be  better  to 
ule  the  tar  in  a double  proportion,  viz.  four  pounds 
to  a gallon  of  water.  Of  this  a quarter  of  a pint, 
or  at  moft  half  a pint  may  be  taken  twice  in  twelve 
hours.  Tne  ufual  fwilling  mode  of  exhibiting  it  is 
intolerable  to  moft  patients.  When  its  operation 
is  aftifted  by  bodily  exercife,  it  promotes  the  uri- 
nary difeharge,  and  is  ferviceable  in  cachedtic  and 
fcorbutic  cafes ; but  the  good  Bifhop  of  Cloyne 
has  been  too  enthufiaftic  in  his  praifes  of  it.  He 
muft  have  had  little  experience  in  the  pradtice  of 
phyfic,  who  fhall  expedt  half  the  benefit  from  it  in 
one  half  of  the  diforders  in  which  the  philofophical 
prelate  has  recommended  it.  Berkley' s Siris, 

1744. 

Polygala  Senega.  (Seep.  152).  Seneka  or 
Rattle  Snake  root.  The  decoction  of  this  root  is 
an  ufeful  medicine  in  dropfies.  It  may  be  given  in 
the  fame  manner,  and  in  the  fame  dofes,  as  mentioned 
under  Expedtorants.  Small  quantities  of  the  acetum 
lcills1,  may  be  advantageoufiy  conjoined  with 
it. 


Sam- 
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Sambucus  Ebulus.  Dwarf  Elder.  See  Ca- 
thartics. 

Scilla  maritima.  (See  p.  152  to  159)  Squill. 
At  the  pages  juft  referred  to,  we  have  treated  fo 
fully  of  this  drug  and  its  preparations  that  we  have 
little  further  to  remark  upon  it.  The  Tmttura 
Scilla , a new  preparation  in  the  London  pharma- 
copoeia, is  a very  convenient  and  adtive  diuretic, 
far  preferable  in  dropfies  to  the  more  nauieous, 
but  more  generally  ufed  medicine,  the  oxymel 
fcillas.  It  may  be  added  to  faline  and  aromatic 
vehicles  in  dofes  of  twenty,  forty,  or  fifty  drops. 

Sin  apis  nigra.  (See  p.  178)*  Muftard.  A 
table  fpoonful  of  the  unbruifed  feeds,  given  night 
and  morning,  fometimes  promotes  in  no  inconfider- 
able  degree,  the  urinary  fecretion  in  dropfies.  The 
Serum  laSlis  Sinapinum  (Muftard- Whey)  of  the 
foreign  pharmacopoeias  (which  is  made  by  boiling 
two  table  fpoonfuls  of  the  bruifed  feed  in  a pint  of 
milk,  and  afterwards  feparating  the  curds)  is 
ufeful  in  the  fame  cafes.  A quarter  of  a pint  may 
be  drunk  twice  or  thrice  in  a day.  For  more  04 
this  fubjedt  fee  Stimulants. 

Smilax  Sarjaparilla . Dioecia,  Hexandria. 
Sarmentaceae.  Frutex.  Mexico.  Brazil.  Peru, 
(Sarfaparilla.  Radix).  A ftrong  decodtion  of  this 

Q 4 root 
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root  operates  freely  by  urine.  I,  is  frtquem,  . 
fcnbed  in  cutaneous  difeafes,  and  in  fcrophulous, 
cancerous  and  venereal  cafes.  The  DecoSlum  Sarja- 
panlle,  Ph.  Lond.  et  Ed.  is  made  by  boiling  fix 
ounces  of  the  diced  root  in  eight  pints  of  water 

yn  Which  lt  has  becn  previoufly  macerated  for  four 
hours)  till  half  the  water  is  evaporated.  Of  this 
decodhon  four  or  fix  ounces  may  be  given  two  or 
three  times  a day.  The  Decottum  SarfaparilD  com - 
fofitnm,  Ph.  Lond.  confifts  of  Sarfaparilla  fix  ounces, 
faffafras,  guaiacum  Ihavings,  liquorice  root,  each, 
one  ounce,  mezereon,  three  drams,  water  ten 
pints.  The  Sarfaparilla  is  macerated  with  a o-entle 
heat  for  fix  hours,  and  then  is  boiled  with  the  'water 
till  half  the  quantity  is  evaporated.  The  mezeon 
is  added  towards  the  end  of  the  boiling.  Dofe  from 
four  to  eight  ounces  three  or  four  times  a day.  Jn 
the  fame  cafes  as  the  laft,  and  efpecially  in  the  vene- 
real difeafe,  in  conjunction  with  mercury.  It  ftands 
in  place  of  the  Decorum  Lignorum  (Decodtion  of 
the  Woods)  of  the  former  pharmacopoeias,  and  is 
an  imitation  of  the  celebrated  Lifbon  Diet -drink  (De- 
codtum  Lufitanicum  vel  Ulyfibponenfe)  of  which 
Dr.  Donald  Monro  has  publifiied  an  account  in  the 
3d  Vol  of  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Literary 
Effays.  For  further  remarks  on  this  root,  fee 
Fordyce  s paper  in  the  London  Medical  Obferva- 
tions  and  Inquiries,  Vol.  I.  1757.  Bromfield  on 

the 
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the  Englifh  nightfliades : Alfo  pradtical  Obferva- 
tions  on  Corrofive  Sublimate  and  Sarfaparilla,  1757. 
Brijbane’ s Seledt  Cafes,  1772. 

Solanum  Dulcamara.  Pentandria.  Monogy- 
nia.  Solanaceae.  Indigenous.  (Dulcamara.  Sti- 
pites).  BitterSweet.  Woody  Nightfhade.  An 
infufion  or  decodtion  of  the  (talks  and  twigs,  is  a 
powerful  diuretic,  which  has  been  given  with  good 
effedt  in  cafes  of  humoral  afthma  and  dropfy.  It 
is  alfo  ferviceable  in  rheumatic  affedtions,  and  in 
difeafes  of  the  fkin.  As  it  is  an  adtive  medicine,  it 
is  proper  to  begin  with  fmall  dofes,  and  to  increafe 
them  gradually.  Two  drams  of  the  frefli  (talks, 
chopped  fmall,  may  be  infufed  in  eight  ounces  of 
boiling  water.  Of  this  infufion,  one  or  two  ounces 
may  be  given  twice  or  thrice  in  twelve  hours.  An 
infufion  is  a more  certain  preparation  than  a de- 
codtion,  fince  by  long  boiling  the  adtive  particles 
of  the  plant  are  moftly  diffipated.  Hence  the  dried 
are  lefs  operative  than  the  frefli  twigs.  ( Thejaurus 
Med.  p.  1 13  to  1 15).  1 he  extradt  recommended 
by  the  author  of  the  E(fay  quoted  below,  is  a bad 
preparation.  Bntifh  practitioners  are  too  neo'ledt- 
ful  of  this  vegetable.  Linnaeus de  Dulcamara,  1753, 
and  in  the  Amsenitat.  Academ.  Vol.  V and  IX. 
Razoux  fur  la  Douce  Aiticre  in  the  Memoires  de 
fAcademie  des  Sciences  de  Paris,  1761.  Kuhn 

Solanum 
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Solanum  Dulcamaram  non  efle  exaudtorandum, 

1779.  Carrere  Memoire  fur  la  Douce-amere, 

1780.  Otto  de  ulu  Dulcamarae  medico,  1784. 
Bertrand  de  la  Grefie  Eflfai  fur  ]es  dartres,  avec  des 
cbfervations  qui  demontrent  l’efficacite  de  l’extrait 
de  Douce-amere,  &c.  1784. 

Spartium  Scoparhim.  (Gen ilia).  Broom. 
See  Cathartics. 

Ulmus  campejlris.  Pentandria.  Digynia. 
Scabridae.  Arbor.  Indigenous.  (Cortex  interior). 
The  Elm.  In  lepra  and  other  cutaneous  difeafes, 
a ftrong  decodtion  of  the  inner  bark  has  been  given 
by  feveral  petitioners  with  fome  fuccefs.  It 
operates  chiefly  by  urine.  It  is  faid  to  be  fervice- 
able  in  incipient  dropfies,  but  for  the  generality  of 
fuch  cafes,  it  does  not  poflefs  fufflcient  adtivity. 
Even  in  difeafes  of  the  fkin,  we  are  induced  to  con- 
fider  it  as  inferior  to  farfaparilla,  guaiacum-fhav- 
ings,  and  mezereon.  The  Decottum  Ulmi , Ph.  Lond. 
is  made  by  boiling  four  ounces  of  the  inner  bark  in 
four  pints  of  water  down  to  two  pints.  Doley  from 
a quarter  to  half  a pint  twice  or  thrice  a day.  Ly- 
JonSy  in  the  Tranfadtions  of  the  London  College, 
Vol.  II.  Lettfonjy  Medical  Memoirs.  Banau , 

Journal  de  Paris,  1783. 
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TO  this  aivifion  belong  the  following  faline 
fubftances,  which  are  either  wholly,  or  in  part,  of 
vegetable  origin. 

Kali  aeratum.  Kali  praeparatum,  Ph.  Lond. 
Lixiva  purificata.  Lixiva  e tartaro,  Ph.  Ed.  Al- 
kali vegetabile  fixum.  Sal  tartari.  Sal  abfmthii. 
Aerated  kali.  Prepared  kali.  Purified  lixiva. 
Fixed  vegetable  alkali.  Purified  potafh.  Salt  of 
tartar.  Salt  of  wormwood.  Prepared  by  diffolv- 
ing  potafh  or  pearl-afhes  (Cineres  clavellati)  in 
water,  evaporating  to  a pellicle,  filtrating  and  crys- 
tallizing then  pouring  off  the  Supernatant  liquor, 
and  evaporating  to  dryneSs.  Thus  the  alkali  is 
freed  from  the  neutral  Salts  and  other  impurities 
that  were  mixed  with  it  before  : Or,  it  is  obtained 
from  tartar,  by  burning  that  Salt  in  a red  heat, 
difSolving  the  refiduum  in  water,  filtrating  and  eva- 
porating to  dryneSs.  The  aerated  or  mild  vegeta- 
ble alkali  operates  by  urine,  in  doSes  of  from  five 
to  fifteen  grains,  and  is  employed  with  advantage 
in  intermittent  fevers,  in  dropfies,  and  in  cafes  of 
(tone  and  gravel.  In  the  firft  mentioned  diforders, 
it  is  generally  given  in  combination  with  aromatics 
and  bitters  ( Thefaurus  Med.  p.  102)  ; and  in  the 
laft  mentioned  cafes,  the  beft  mode  of  exhibition 
is  to  diflfolve  it  in  water,  impregnated  with  fixed 
air.  This  is  the  Aqua  Mephitica  Alkalina , or  Aer- 
ated 
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ated  Solution  of  Kali  (ibid.  p.  103).  It  may  be 
made  in  the  proportion  of  fix  or  feven  grains  of 
the  alkaline  fait  to  an  ounce  of  the  aerated  water, 
and  ffiould  be  drunk  in  the  quantity  of  a quarter  of 
a pint,  or  even  half  a pint,  twice  or  thrice  in  a day. 
Falconer’ s Account  of  the  Efficacy  of  the  Aqua 
Mephitica  alkalina  in  Calculous  Diforders  (third 
edition)  1789. 

Kali  acetatum , Ph.  Lond.  Lixiva  acetata, 
Ph.  Ed.  Tartar um  regeneratum.  Terra  foliata 
tartari.  Sal  Diureticus.  Acetated  kali.  Acetated 
lixiva.  Regenerated  tartar.  Diuretic  fait.  A 
neutral  fait,  compounded  of  the  vegetable  alkali 
and  acetous  acid  or  vinegar.  Operates  readily  by 
urine,  and  is  frequently  given  in  fevers,  dropfies, 
jaundice,  and  various  vifceral  and  glandular  difeales. 
Dofe,  from  fifteen  grains  to  a dram,  or  a dram 
and  a half. 

Kali  citratum.  Lixiva  citrata.  Citrated  kali. 
Limoniated  kali.  Citrated  lixiva.  Vegetable  al- 
kali, faturated  with  the  acid  juice  of  the  lemon 
(Citrus  medico).  This  is  the  bafis  of  the  faline  mix- 
tures and  effervefcing  draughts  of  the  fhops.  (Fhe- 
faurus  Med.  p.  99,  100,  162,  163).  About  fix 
drams  of  the  juice  are  requifite  for  the  faturation  of 
half  a dram  of  the  prepared  kali.  Such  a quan- 
tity. 
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tity,  duly  diluted  with  fome  aromatic  water,  may 
be  given  for  a dole,  in  the  fame  cafes  as  the  ace- 
tated  kali. 


Kali  nitraium,  Ph.  Lond.  Lixiva  nitrata,  Ph. 
Ed.  Nitrum.  Nitrated  kali.  Nitrated  lixiva. 
Nitre.  Saltpetre.  A neutral  fait,  compounded  of 
the  vegetable  alkali  and  the  nitrous  acid.  In  mo- 
derate dofes  (viz.  from  five  to  fifteen  grains)  nitre 
operates  by  urine  and  perfpiration  ; in  large  dofes 
(fuch  as  half  a dram  or  two  fcruples)  by  ftool. 
It  is  given  with  great  advantage,  diffolved  in 
pure  water  or  in  mucilaginous  vehicles,  fuch  as 
decodtion  of  barley  or  almond-milk,  in  fevers, 
dropfies,  and  cutaneous  difeafes.  ! Thefaurns  Med. 
p.  93,  103,  108,  135,  163,  164.  For  more  on  this 
article,  fee  Refrigerants. 

I • , t 

Tartar um  purificatiim.  Cryftalli  Tartari. 
Purified  tartar.  Cryltals  of  tartar  (fee  p.212). 
This  fait  has  been  given  with  great  fuccefs  to  pro- 
mote a flow  of  urine  in  dropfies.  Three  or  four 
drams  of  the  cryltals  diffolved  in  about  a pint  of 
water,  may  be  taken,  at  two  or  three  draughts,  every 
morning,  till  the  difeafe  is  removed.  This  quan- 
tity may  be  increafed  in  fome  cafes,  care  beino; 

taken. 
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taken,  however,  that  it  do  not  operate  too  freely 
by  hook  ( Fhefaurus  Med.  p.  106).  In  our  own 
practice,  we  have  fometimes  prefcribed  the  cryftals 
of  tartar  triturated  to  a powder  with  dried  fquill, 
directing  the  patient  to  drink  about  an  hour  after 
taking  it,  fome  cheefe-whey,  or  juniper  tea.  In 
this  manner  we  have  given  it  with  the  beft  effect 
in  cafes  of  afcites  and  anafarca.  It  has  this  great 
advantage  over  mod  other  diuretics,  that  it  does 
not  (unlefs  it  is  adminiftered  too  profufely)  leave 
the  body  weaker  after  its  operation.  Hence  we 
have  never  found  it  neceffary  to  give,  agreeably  to 
Dr.  Home  s fuggeftions,  the  bark  or  other  tonics 
after  it.  Home's,  Clinical  Experiments  (fecond  edi- 
tion) 1782.  Ferriar's,  Medical  Hiftories,Vol.  I.&II. 
*794j  1795- 

Spiriius  FEtheris  nitrofi , Ph.  Lond.  et  Ed. 
Spiritus  Nitri  dulcis.  Spirit  of  nitrous  aether. 
Sweet  fpirit  of  nitre.  Made  by  mixing  together 
(cautioufly)  nitrous  acid  and  rectified  fpirit  of  wine, 
and  diftilling  with  a gentle  heat.  In  the  London 
pharmacopoeia,  the  proportions  are  one  part  nitrous 
acid  to  four  parts  fpirit  of  wine  ; in  the  Edin- 
burgh, one  part  of  the  former  to  three  of  the  latter. 

In  making  this  preparation,  the  directions  of  the 
Edinburgh  college  fhould  be  followed.  Dofe, 
from  thirty  drops  to  a dram,  in  fevers  and  dropfies. 

(3)  From  1 
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(3)  From  the  Mineral  Kingdom. 

Aer  t ntalis.  Gas  oxygenium  (fee  p.  162); 

Vital  Air.  Oxygen  Gas.  In  fome  hydropic  cafes, 
in  which  this  fpecies  of  air  has  been  inhaled,  the 
quantity  of  urine  feemed  to  be  increafed  by  it.  In 
thefe  diforders  it  is  an  ufeful  auxiliary,  quickening 
and  enforcing  the  action  of  the  ordinary  diuretics. 
Alone  it  is  not  be  depended  upon.  See  the  publi- 
cations quoted  at  the  page  above  referred  to. 

Hydrargyrus  muriatns  (fee  p.  131).  Mu- 
riated  quickfilver.  An  ufeful  diuretic  in  tinea, 
lepra,  and  other  cutaneous  dileafes.  Sometimes 
prefcribed  in  conjunction  with  fquill  and  other 
diuretics  in  dropfies.  ( Thefaurus  Med.  p.  101). 
Concerning  the  dofes  and  mode  of  exhibition,  fee 
the  page  above  referred  to. 

Natron,  Ph.  Lond.  Soda,  Ph.  Ed.  Alcali 
minerale.  The  mineral  alkali.  This  is  the  bafis 
of  fea-falt,  from  which  it  may  be  feparated  by  va- 
rious chemical  procefles.  But  for  medical  pur- 
pofes,  it  is  bell  obtained  from  the  allies  of  the  Kali 
Ipinofum,  called  Barilla.  All  that  is  neceflary,  is 
to  dilfolve  the  allies  in  boiling  water,  filter  and 

5 cryltallize. 
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crystallize.  1 his  is  the  Natron  preparation,  Ph. 
Lond.  and  Soda  purificata,  Ph.  Ed.  It  is  a valu- 
able medicine  in  Hone  and  gravel.  Dole,  ten  or 
fifteen  grains  twice  or  thrice  in  a day.  Theden,  in 
his  Inftru&ions  to  young  Surgeons,  publiffied  at 
Berlin  in  1774,  directs  a Solution  of  the  fait  in  lime- 
water,  to  be  drunk  every  morning  for  a fortnight. 
This  may  be  considered  as  a Solution  in  pure  water, 
as  the  fixed  air  of  the  natron  throws  down  all  the 
lime  from  the  lime-water.  This  he  found  to  be 
furprifingly  efficacious  in  expelling  calculous  con- 
cretions. Gmelin  Apparatus  Med.  Vol.  I.  1795. 
But  the  moll  convenient  mode  of  exhibition  feems 
to  be  that  recommended  by  Dr.  Beddoes,  viz.  the 
exficcated  cryftals  are  made  into  pills  with  foap  or 
any  other  Suitable  medium  ( Ubejawrus  Med.  p. 
94).  During  the  ufe  of  thefe  pills,  the  patient 
Should  dilute  with  gruel,  juniper- berry  tea,  or  the 
like.  Beddoes  on  the  Nature  and  Cure  of  Calculus, 
&c.  1793. 

Natron  tartarijatum , Ph.  Lond.  Soda  tartari- 
fata,  Ph.  Ed.  Sal  Rupellenlis  (Seep.  214).  Tar- 
tarifed  natron.  Tartarifed  foda.  In  dofes  of  a 
dram  or  two,  this  is  an  ufeful  diuretic  in  calculous 
cafes.  Of  its  ufe  as  a laxative,  notice  has  been 
already  taken  at  the  page  above  referred  to. 
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( 1)  From  the  Animal  Kingdom. 

Ammonia,  Ph.  Lond.  et  Ed.  Alkali  Volatile 
(fee  p.  172).  Volatile  Alkali.  Whether  obtained 
from  fal  ammoniac,  under  the  name  of  Ammonia 
pr£farata>  Ph.  Lond.  et  Ed.  or  from  the  horns  of 
the  flag  (and  bones  of  other  animals)  under  the 
name  of  Sal  Cornu  Cervi , Ph.  Lond.  and  Ammonia 
ex  OJJibus , Ph.  Ed.  it  is  in  its  effential  qualities  one 
and  the  fame.  Hence  the  prepared  ammonia  and  fait 
of  hartfhorn  may  be  ufed  indifferently  to  promote 
perfpiration  in  low  fevers,  afthma,  pally,  hyfteria, 
gout,  &c.'  Dofe  of  either,  from  five  to  fifteen 
grains.  With  the  fame  intention,  and  in  the  fame 
cafes,  are  given  the  Aqua  Ammonia,  Ph.  Lond.  et 
Ed.  (Water  of  Ammonia)  the  preparation  of  which 
has  been  already  defcribed  at  the  page  above  re- 
ferred to  j dofe,  from  thirty  to  eighty  drops  ; the 
Liquor  Volatilis  Cornu  Cervix  Ph.  Lond.  Volatile 
Liquor  of  Hartfhorn  (formerly  called  Spiritus 
Cornu  Cervi,  Spirit  of  Hartfhorn).  Aqua  Ammo - 
nU  ex  OflibuS)  Ph.  Ed.  Water  of  Ammonia  from 

R bones ; 
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bones ; dofe  the  fame  as  the  lad  ; the  Spiritus  Am - 
mania,  Ph.  Lond.  etEd.  Spirit  of  Ammdnia  (for- 
merly called  Spiritus  Salis  Ammoniaci  dulcis,  fweet 
Spirit  of  Sal  Ammoniac)  which  is  prepared  by 
mixing,  and  afterwards  diddling  together  fal  ammo- 
niac (ammonia  muriata)  potafh  and  proof  lpirit. 
Thepotadi  or  fixed  alkali  unites  with  the  marine 
acid  of  the  fal  ammoniac,  and  fets  at  liberty  the 
volatile  alkali  or  ammonia,  which  paffes  over  into 
the  receiver  along  with  the  fpirit  of  wine,  in  which 
it  remains  diffolved  ; dofe,  from  fifteen  to  thirty 
drops ; the  Spiritus  Ammonia  compojitus , Ph.  Lond. 
Spiritus  Ammonia  aromatic  us,  Ph.  Ed.  Compound 
Spirit  of  Ammonia,  Aromatic  Spirit  of  Ammonia, 
fee  Stimulants  j the  Spiritus  Ammonia  fcetidus,  Ph. 
Lond.  et  Ed.  Fetid  Spirit  of  Ammonia,  fee  Anti- 
fpafmodics. 

Ammonia  acetata.  Aqua  ammonia  ace  tat  a , 
Ph.  Lond.  et  Ed.  Spiritus  Mindereri.  Acetated 
ammonia.  Water  of  acetated  ammonia.  Min- 
dererus’s  Spirit.  Prepared  by  faturating  ammonia 
with  diddled  vinegar.  This  is  frequently  employed 
as  a fudorific  in  rheumatic  fevers,  catarrhal  affec- 
tions, &c.  Camphor,  in  fome  cafes,  and  antimo- 
nials  in  others,  are  advantageoufly  joined  with  it. 
Dofe,  from  two  drams  to  half  an  ounce  (The* 
faurus  Med.  p.  132,  1 33). 

Mel 
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Mel  acetatum,  Ph.  Lond.  Oxymel  fimplex. 
Acetated  honey.  Simple  oxymel.  Made  by  boil- 
ing two  parts  clarified  honey  with  one  part  diltilled 
vinegar.  Is  an  ufeful  ludorific  in  fevers  and  perip- 
neumonic  cafes.  Dofe,  half  an  ounce  diluted  with 
thin  gruel  and  a little  mint-water. 

Moschus.  Mufk.  See  Antifpafmodics. 

Serum  lactis  vinojum.  Wine  Whey.  Ma,de 
by  adding  to  a pint  of  milk  boiled  with  half  a pint 
of  water,  about  a quarter  of  a pint  of  Rhenifh,  Ma- 
deira, or  other  white  wine.  The  boiling  is  con- 
tinued for  about  a minute  after  the  addition  of  the 
wine.  When  made  with  equal  parts  milk  and 
water,  lefs  wine  will  fuffice.  The  whey,  drained 
from  the  curds,  may  be  drunk  by  cupfuls,  in  febrile 
diforders. 

Serum  lactis  Jinapnum.  Mudard  Whey. 
Made  by  boiling  bruifed  mudard-feed  with  milk 
( Thefaurus  Med.  p.  289).  Is  prefcribed  in  the  fame 
quandties  as  the  preceding  in  fcorbutic,  hydropic, 
and  gouty  cafes. 
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( 2 ) From  the  Vegetable  Kingdom. 

Aconitum  Napellus . Polyandria.  Trigynia. 
Multi  filiquse.  France.  Switzerland.  Germany. 
(Herba).  Aconite,  Monkfhood,  or  Wolf’s-bane. 
The  dried  leaves  of  this  plant,  and  an  extract  pre- 
pared from  the  expreffed  juice  of  the  recent  herb, 
have  been  fuccelsfully  adminiftered  in  rheumatic 
and  arthritic  cafes.  In  thefe  diforders,  this  herb 
and  its  preparations  promote  perfpiration  and  abate 
pain.  Sometimes  they  operate  by  urine.  The  ex- 
tract has  been  advantageoufly  employed  in  other 
difeafes  befides  thofe  above-mentioned,  viz.  in 
fcrophulous,  cancerous,  and  venereal  cafes.  Of 
the  extra£t,  the  dofe  is  from  half  a grain  to  two  or 
three  grains.  The  dried  leaves  may  be  given  in 
the  fame  quantities.  By  degrees  many  patients  may 
be  brought  to  bear  five  or  fix,  or  even  ten  grains  at 
a time.  When  theextratt  is  kept  in  a warm  place, 
it  feems  to  undergo  a fermentation,  by  which  its 
virtues  are  impaired  j hence  the  recent  extra£t 
is  much  more  powerful  than  that  which  has  been 
kept  for  fome  months.  The  dried  leaves  are  more 
to  be  depended  upon.  The  extraft  and  leaves  may 

be  made  into  pills  with  antimony*  calomel,  cam- 
phor, 
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phor,  guaiacum,  extrad  of  gentian,  and  the  like, 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  cafe  (Tbefaurus 
Med . p.  1 2i>  122,  i4<  )•  Some  praditioners  pre- 
fer a tindure  of  the  dried  leaves,  made  by  digefting 
one  part  aconite  in  fix  parts  fpirit  of  wine.  It  is 
given  in  the  quantity  of  five  or  ten  drops,  gradually 
increafed  to  forty  or  more.  Stoerk  hbellus  quo 
demonftratur  Stramonium,  Hyofcyamum,  Aco- 
nitum  non  folum  tuto  pofie  exhiberi  hominibus, 
verum  et  ea  efie  remedia  in  multis  morbis  maxime 
falutifera,  1762.  Reinhold  de  Aconito  Napello, 
1769,  and  reprinted  in  the  fecond  volume  of  Bal - 
dinger's  Sylloge.  Collin  Obfervationes  circa  mor- 
bos,  1772.  Ohdelius  in  the  Tranfadions  of  the 
Swedifh  Academy  for  1776.  Razoux  de  Cicuta, 
Stramonio  et  Aconito,  1780.  Koelle  Spicelegium 
de  Aconito,  1787. 

Aristolochia  Serpenlaria.  Gynandria.  Hex- 
andria.  Sarmentacese.  Virginia.  Carolina,  and 
other  parts  of  America.  (Serpentaria  Virginiana. 
Radix).  Virginia  Snake-root.  The  root  of  this 
plant  is  a powerful  diaphoretic,  frequently  reforted 
to  in  low  putrid  fevers,  and  in  obftinate  intermit- 
tents.  As  it  is  a ftrong  ftimulant,  it  ought  never 
to  be  prefcribed  where  the  pulfe  is  full  or  tenfe, 
where  there  is  local  inflammation,  or  where  the 
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prinue  viae  have  not  been  previoufly  evacuated.  It 
is  given  in  fubftance,  in  decoftion,  in  infufion,  and 
in  tindlure.  Of  the  powdered  root  the  dofe  is 
fiom  fifteen  to  twenty  grains.  The  decoftion  is 
made  by  boiling  two  or  three  drams  of  the  root  in 
ten  or  twelve  ounces  of  water  down  to  half  a pint. 
The  Peruvian  bark  is  frequently  boiled  with  it 
(Thejaurus  Med.  p.  17 6,  286).  As  the  aftive  par, 
tides  of  the  ferpentaria  are  of  a very  volatile  nature, 
much  of  them  is  loft  in.  the  boiling.  On  this  account, 
an  infufion  in  hot  water  is  a better  preparation.  In 
that  cafe  the  proportions  may  be  half  an  ounce  of 
the  root  to  ten  ounces  of  water.  In  the  Pin  El  ur  a 
Serpent  aria,  Ph.  Lond.  the  proportions  are,  three 
ounces  of  the  root  to  two  pints  of  proof  fpirit. 
This  is  ftronger  than  the  TinElura  Serpent  aria,  Ph. 
Ed.  which  is  made  with  only  two  ounces  of  the 
root  to  two  pounds  and  a half  of  the  fpirit.  Dofe 
of  the  former,  one  or  two  drams ; of  the  latter,  two 
or  three.  Thefe  tinctures  are  frequently  added  to 
decoftions  of  the  Peruvian  bark,  camphor-mixture, 
&c.  Wedel  de  Serpentaria  Virginiana,  1710,  and 
for  detached  obfervations  on  this  drug,  confult  the 
writings  of  Sydenham , Pringle,  Lyfons , and  Hillary . 

^Astragalus  exfcapus . Diadelphia.  Decan- 
dria.  Papilionaceae.  Some  parts  of  Germany,  and 

in 
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in  Hungary.  (Radix).  Stemlefs  Milk  Vetch. 
Within  thefe  few  years,  a decodtion  of  the  root  of 
this  plant  has  been  cried  up  as  a fpecific  againPc  the 
venereal  difeafe.  Some  diredt  half  an  ounce  of  the 
dried  root,  cut  into  fmall  pieces,  to  be  boiled  in 
fifteen  ounces  of  water  down  to  twelve  ounces. 
This  quantity  is  drunk  warm  morning  and  even- 
ing. Others  boil  the  fame  quantity  of  the  root  in 
fixteen  ounces  of  water  down  to  eight  ounces,  to  be 
taken  in  the  fame  manner.  Its  principal  operation 
is  by  the  fkin.  Sometimes  it  excites  a flow  of  urine. 
Like  many  other  vegetables  that  promote  the  exha- 
lation from  the  furface  of  the  body,  it  has  been  found 
ferviceable  in  cafes  of  confirmed  fyphilis ; but  not- 
withftanding  all  the  recommendations  of  the  Hun- 
garian profeflfor  Wtnterl , and  the  favourable  accounts 
of  the  trials  of  it  at  the  Vienna  Hofpital,  under 
Quarin  and  others,  we  do  not  think  that  B'ritifh 
petitioners  will,  in  venereal  cafes,  be  induced  to 
fubfiitute  it  in  place  of  ether  fubftances,  whole 
powers  in  counteradting,  expelling,  and' deftroyinfr 
the  fy philitic  virus,  are  much  greater  and  more 
certain.  Better  fuccefs  may  be  expedted  from  it 
in  arthritic  and  rheumatic  affedtions  ; but  even  in 
thefe  diforders,  the  experience  that  has  hitherto  been 
had  of  it,  is  not  fufficient  to  entitle  it  to  be  pre- 
ferred to  other  diaphoretic  vegetables  of  longer 
Handing  and  more  note.  In  its  general  effedts,  it 
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coincides  with  the  guaiacum-lhavings  and  mezere- 
urn-root  ; and  though  it  may  be  equal,  it  does  not 
appear  to  be  fuperior  to  them.  On  the  whole,  there- 
fore, we  are  inclined  to  confider  it  as  a fuperfluous 
addition  to  the  materia  medica.  ghiarin  Ani- 
madverfiones  practical,  1786.  Endter  de  Aftragalo 
exfcapo,  1789.  IVegerich  de  Aftragali  exfcapi  radlce, 
1789.  in  the  ninth  volume  of  the  London 

Medical  Journal.  Tietz  de  Virtute  Aftragali  exfcapi 
antivenerea,  1790.  For  the  obfervations  of  Wer- 
ner  and  Carminati  on  this  plant,  the  reader  is  referred 
to  the  6th  volume  of  Murray's  Apparatus. 

Daphne  Mezereum  (fee  p.  1 15).  (Mezereum. 
Cortex  radicis).  Mezereon.  The  cortical  part  of 
the  root  of  this  fhrub,  boiled  in  water,  is  given  with 
great  fuccefs  in  obftinate  venereal  and  rheumatic 
affections,  and  in  fome  kinds  of  glandular  obftruc- 
tion.  1 1 operates  chiefly  by  perfpiration.  The  De- 
corum Mezerei , Ph.  Ed.  is  made  by  boiling  two 
drams  of  the  rind,  or  cortical  part  of  the  root,  and 
half  an  ounce  of  liquorice,  in  three  pints  of  water  to 
two  pints.  Of  this,  from  four  to  eight  ounces,  are 
to  be  given  four  times  a day  ( Tbefaurus  Med.  p. 
286,  287).  The  Mezereon-root  is  an  ingredient  in 
the  Decorum  SarfaparilU  compofitum , Ph.  Lond. 
(fee  p.  232).  For  other  obfervations  on  this  vege- 
table, fee  Stimulants.  RuJJell  in  the  third  volume 
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of  Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries.  Home’s  Cli- 
nical Experiments  (fecond  edition)  1782. 

Dorstenia  Contrayerva,  Tetrandria.  Mono- 
gynia.  Scabridae.  Mexico.  Peru.  Well:  Indies.. 
(Contrayerva.  Radix).  Contrayerva.  The  root 
of  this  plant  is  one  of  thole  ftimulant  diaphoretics 
that  are  frequently  prefcribed  with  good  effect  in 
low  putrid  fevers,  malignant  exanthematic  difeafes, 
and  the  advanced  and  finking  ftage  of  dyfentery.  It 
is  given  in  fubftance  in  dofes  of  fifteen  or  twenty-five 
grains.  T he  Pulvis  Contrayerva  compofitus , Ph.Lond. 
is  made  by  triturating  five  parts  contrayerva- root 
with  eighteen  parts  of  the  compound  powder  of 
crabs-claws.  Dofe,  from  fifteen  grains  to  half  a 
dram.  A deco&ion  of  this  root  is  employed 
advantageoufly  with  vinegar  and  other  additions 
(Pother gill  on  the  Putrid  Sore  Throat  and  Wither- 
ing on  the  Scarlet  Fever)  as  a gargle  in  the  malig- 
nant angina  and  febris  fcarlatina.  ('Thejanrus  Me- 
dicaminum , p.  181).  Wedel  de  Contrayerva,  1712. 

Guaiacum  officinale.  Decandria.  Monogynia. 
Gruinales.  Arbor.  South  America  and  the  Weit- 
Indies.  (Lignum  et  Gummi-refina)  Guaiacum. 
A deco&ion  of  the  wood  or  fhavings  of  this  tree 
operates  readily  by  perfpiration,  and  fometimes  by 
urine.  It  is  employed  in  rheumatic,  gouty,  fcro- 
phulous,  and  venereal  cafes*  alfo>  in  lepra,  and 
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other  difcafes  of  the  fkin.  The  wood  is  an  ingredient 
in  the  DeccRum  SarJapariUa  compofituvn , Ph.  Lond 
(feep.  232)  and  forms  the  bafis  of  the  Decoftum 
Guaiaci  compofiturn,  Ph.  Ed.  (formerly  called  De- 
coct 111  n Lignorum)  which  is  made  by  boiling  guaia- 
cum  lhavings  three  ounces,  raifins  two  ounces, 
faiTafras  and  liquorice- root,  each,  one  ounce,  in 
ten  pints  of  water,  till  half  is  evaporated.  Dofe, 
four  or  fix  ounces,  three  or  four  times  in  a day.  The 
gum-refin  is  given -either  in  fubftance,  or  diffuled 
in  water,  or  diffolved  in  fpirit  of  wine  or  in  fpirit  of 
ammonia.  In  the  firft  way  it  is  generally  preferr- 
ed in  the  form  of  pills  orboluffes  ( fbs/aurus  Med. 
p.  131)  in  dofes  of  fifteen  or  twenty  grains.  For 
difFufing  it  in  water  it  is  triturated  with  mucilage  of 
gum  arabic  (Ibid  p.  136,  137)  in  the  proportion  of 
about  twenty  grains  of  the  gum  guaiacum  to  every 
ounce  of  mint  or  other  diftilled  water.  The  folution 
in  fpirit  of  wine  is  made  in  the  proportion  of  one 
part  of  the  gum-refin  to  two  parts,  or  two  parts 
and  a half  of  rectified  fpirit,  digefted  together  for 
eight  or  ten  days.  Such  is  the  Tincfura  Guaiaci , 
Ph.  Ed.  (formerly  called  Elixir  Guaiacinum). 
Dofe,  two  or  three  drams.  The  folution  in  fpirit 
of  ammonia  is  made  by  digefting  for  three  days, 
four  ounces  of  gum-guaiacum  in  a pint  and  a half 
of  compound  fpirit  of  ammonia.  This  is  the 
' * ‘ ‘ Kinftufa 
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ftnttura  Guaiaci , Ph.  Lond. .(formerly  called  Tine- 
tura  Guaiaci  Volatilis.)  The  Tmttura  Guaiaci  Am - 
moniata , Ph.  Ed.  confifts  of  this  gum-refin  diffolv- 
ed,  in  the  fame  proportions,  in  fpirit  of  ammonia, 
with  the  addition  of  half  a dram  of  oil  of  faflafras. 
Dofe,  from  one  to  three  drams.  Juncker  de  Mor- 
borum  medicationibus  per  Disetam  et  lignum 
Guaiacum,  1624.  Gruner.dc  Specifico  antipoda- 
grico  Americano,  1778.  Ackenmn  de  Guaiaco, 
1782.  Fowler' s Reports  of  the  Effects  of.  Blood- 
letting, Sudorifics,  &c.  in  Rheumatifm,  1795. 

Laurus  Camphor  a.  Enneandria.  Monogynia. 
Oleracese.  Arbor.  Sumatra,  Borneo,  Japan,  and 
other  parts  of  the  Eaft  Indies.  (Camphora.  Sub- 
ftantia  refinofa  vel  oleum  effentiale  concretum,  ex 
radice,  ramis,  et  ligno  trunci  per  deftillationem 
elicitum).  Camphor  or  Camphire.  Thisfmgular 
fubftance,  which  pofleftes  many  of  the  chemical 
properties  of  a refin  or  effential  oil,  and  which  is 
extracted  from  the  root,  branches,  and  wood  of  the 
tree  by  did  illation,  is  frequently  and  fuccefsfully 
employed  to  promote  perfpiration  in  various  acute 
and  chronic  difeafes,  fuch  as  fevers,  efpecially  of  the 
malignant  kind,  rheumatifm,  gout,  hyfteria,  &c. 
In  thefe  cafes  it  has  an  exhilarating  and  cordial 
effeft.  It  is  given  in  dofes  of  five  to  twenty 
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grains.  In  larger  quantities  it  operates  as  a 
narcotic. 

The  benefit  which  has  been  obtained  from  the 
employment  of  camphor  in  oppofite  ftates  of  the 
body,  in  inflammatory  as  well  as  putrid  difeafes, 
in  fmall-pox  as  v/ell  as  in  typhus,  in  mania  as  well 
as  in  hyfteria,  in  pleurify  as  well  as  in  afthma, 
feems  at  firft  very  extraordinary  ; and  has  given 
rife  to  much  controverfy  among  medical  writers, 
of  whom  fome  have  maintained  it  to  be  a fedative 
and  refrigerant,  others,  on  the  contrary,  a cordial 
and  ftimulant.  In  a fynopfis  of  this  kind,  which 
profefles  to  comprize  practical  matters  only,  it  can- 
not be  expected  that  we  Ihould  enter  into  a detail 
of  the  arguments  on  either  fide.  They  will  be 
found  in  the  different  treatifes  quoted  at  the  end  of 
this  article.  We  fhall  not  difmifs  the  queftion, 
however,  without  remarking,  that  the  apparent 
contradiction  in  the  ufe  of  this  drug  is  eafily  re- 
conciled, by  the  reflection,  that,  in  the  inflamma- 
tory diforders  above-mentioned  it  only  affords  re- 
lief when  previous  evacuations  have  been  procured, 
and  not  even  then,  unlefs  pain  and  irritation  re- 
main. Thus  it  is  that  it  fometimes  proves  fervice- 
able  in  acute  rheumatifm,  by  abating  pain;  in 
fmall-pox  attended  with  convulfions,  and  in  the 
delirium  of  inflammatory  fevers,  by  allaying  irrita- 
tion 
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tion.  In  thefe  cafes  it  arts  as  an  anodyne  and 
antifpafmodic,  as  well  as  a fudonfic  j but  it  is  i 
the  fame  cordial  medicine  ; otherwile  there  wou  - 
be  no  neceffity  that  blood-letting,  purging,  and 
other  evacuations  Ihould  precede  its  ufe,  or  that 
antimonials  and  other  evacuants  Ihould  be  given  in 
conjunction  with  it.  Yet  without  one  or  other  of 
thefe  conditions,  we  will  boldly  affirm,  that  it  will 
always  be  hurtful  in  truly  inflammatory  diforders. 

This  drug  may  be  prefcribed  in  the  form  of 
pills,  being  previoufly  foftened  with  fpirit  of  wine, 
and  afterwards  beat  up  with  mucilage  of  gum 
arabic,  or  fome  of  the  conferves;  but  it  is  belt 
adminiftered  in  a Hate  of  minute  divifion,  and 
fufpenfion  (for  it  is  not  a perfect  folution)  in 
water,  or  mucilaginous  liquids,  as  in  the  Mijlca  a 
Camphor  at  a,  Ph.  Lond.  (formerly  called  Julepum  e 
Camphora)  which  is  made  by  triturating  a drachm 
of  camphor  firft  with  a little  rectified  fpirit  of  wine, 
and  afterwards  with  half  an  ounce  of  white  lugar ; 
then  gradually  adding  a pint  of  boiling  water,  and 
{training  the  whole.  An  ounce  and  a half  or  two 
ounces  of  this  mixture  may  be  given  for  a dofe. 
Where  this  drug  is  employed  as  the  principal  means 
of  cure,  it  muft  be  given  in  larger  quantities 
Shan  we  find  to  be  contained  in  the  ordinary  dofes 
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of  this  preparation,  fi nee  a portion  of  the  camphor 
here  d.refted  is  left  upon  the  filtre  in  (training  the 
mixtnie.  This  remark  applies  equally  to  the 
Camphor#* , Ph.  Ed.  which  is  made  by 
triturating  one  fcruple  of  camphor  with  ten  blanched 
almonds,  a dram  of  fine  fugar,  and  fix  ounces  of 
water,  and  then  palling  the  whole  through  a drainer. 
When  we  wiln  to  be  certain  how  much  we  are 
giving  of  this  drug,  we  fhould  incorporate  it  with 
aqueous  liquors  by  means  of  gum  arabic,  without 
paffing  the  mixture  through  a filtre.  ( The/aurus 
Medicaminum,  p.  283).  Concerning  the  adjuncts 
to  camphor,  it  may  be  obferved  that  it  is  advanta- 
ge01^ combined  with  the  volatile  alkali  and  aroma- 
tics, in  the  advanced  ftages  of  malignant  fevers,  and 
in  cafes  of  atonic  and  irregular  gout  with  calo- 
mel, antimonials,  and  nitre,  in  acute  rheumatifm 
and  other  inflammatory  fevers  $ with  afafoetida,  in 
hyfteria  j and  with  fquill  and  ipecacuanha,  in  afthma- 
tic  complaints.  For  other  remarks  on  this  drug, 
fee  Stimulants  (where  notice  is  taken  of  its  external 
application)  and  Antifpafmodics.  Wedel  de  Cam- 
phor a,  1697.  Hoffman  de  Ufu  Camphorse,  1717. 
Alberti  de  circumfpedlo  Camphorae  ufu,  1722. 
'Tralles  de  virtute  Camphorse  refrigerante,  1734. 
Werlhofdt  Camphors  ufu  in  febribus,  17 35.  Be 
Berger  de  Camphorae  virtute  in  febribus  in  the  Com- 
mercium  Litterar.  Norimberg,  1735.  Cohaujen 
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de  Camphor*  ufu  in  pleuritide,  1 7 43  • Cciy  the  ufer 
de  infigni  Camphor*  adlivitate  medica,  1745. 
Rofenftein' s account  of  the  falutary  effects  of  Camphor 
in  a contagious  epidemic,  in  the  6th  Volume  of 
the  Swedifh  Tranfaftions,  1751.  Buchner  de 
pr*ftantia  Camphor*  in  deliriis,  i7°3*  Alex- 
anders Experiments  on  Camphor  in  the  57th 
Volume  of  the  Philofophical  Tranfa&ions,  and  alfo 
in  his  Experimental  Eflfays,  1768.  Menghini  de 
Camphora,  in  the  3d  and  4th  Volumes  of  the 
Comment.  Inftituti  Rononienfis.  Ly Jon's  on  the 
effects  of  Camphor  and  Calomel  in  fevers,  1771. 
Collin  de  Camphor*  viribus  in  Obfervat.  Med. 
Far.  3.  1773.  Seven  de  Camphora,  1776.  Cul- 
len Mat.  Medica,  1 789.  References  to  other  treatifes 
will  be  found  under  Antifpafmodics. 


Laurus  SaJJafras . Clafs  and  Order  the  fame 
asthelaft.  Arbor.  Virginia.  Carolina.  Florida. 
(SalTafras.  Lignum,  radix,  ejufque  cortex).  Safiafras. 
A decoction  of  the  wood  or  chips  of  the  root  and 
young  branches  of  this  tree,  is  frequently  employed 
in  fcorbutic,  rheumatic,  and  gouty  cafes,  and  alfo 
in  fome  cutaneous  difeafes.  It  operates  chiefly  by 
perforation.  This  effect,  however,  it  produces  in 
too  flight  a degree  to  be  trufted  to  alone.  It  is 
therefore  generally  preferibed  in  conjunction  with 
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the  guaiacum-wood,  and  other  more  powerful  dia- 
phoretics. Saffafras  is  an  ingredient  in  the  Decorum 
SarJaparilU  compofitum , Ph.  Lond.  (fee  p.  232) 
and  in  the  DecoRum  Guaiaci  compcfitum,  Ph.  Ed. 
(fee  p.  250).  As  the  medicinal  particles  of  this 
wood  are  of  a volatile  nature,  many  of  them  are 
diffipated  by  long  boiling;  hence  an  infufion  is  pre- 
ferable to  thefe  decoftions.  The  maceration  in 
this  cafe  fhould  be  continued  for  the  fpace  of  two  or 
three  days.  The  effential  oil  diftilled  form  the  root. 
Oleum  effential e radicis  Saffafras , Ph.  Lond.  et  Ed! 
feems  to  poflfefs  no  advantages  over  any  of  the  other 
aromatic  oils.  Of  the  wood  and  oil  it  may  perhaps 
be  juftly  faid,  that  they  are  chiefly  indebted  to  their 
fragrancy  for  the  place  they  ftill  hold  in  the  materia 
medica.  There  is  little  doubt  that  we  fhould 
combat  the  diforders  in  which  they  are  recommend- 
ed as  fuccefsfully  without  them. 

Polygala  Senega.  (Seep.  152.)  Seneka  or 
Rattlefnake-root.  The  decoCtion  of  this  root, 
mentioned  at  the  page  above  referred  to,  is  an  ufeful 
medicine  in  obftinate  rheumatic  affections ; in  fome 
inftances  of  which  we  have  known  it  to  bring  on 
perforation,  and  thereby  abate  the  pains,  and  leflen 
the  fwelling  and  ftiffnefs  of  the  joints,  after  other 
means  had  failed.  In  thefe  cafes,  camphor  and 
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fometimes  nitre  may  be  advantageoufly  joined 
with  it. 

Psychotria  emetica.  (See  p.  175).  Ipe- 
cacuanha. In  minute  doles  of  half  a grain  or 
a grain,  this  root  is  frequently  employed  to  pro- 
mote perfpiration  in  gout,  rheumatifm,  and  malig- 
nant fevers.  With  the  fame  intention  it  is  fome- 
times prefcribed  in  fomewhat  larger  dofes,  viz.1 
three  grains,  in  dyfenteric  cafes.  In  arthritic  and 
rheunjatic  affedions  it  is  commonly  given  in  con- 
junction with  opium  and  vitriolated  kali,  i.  e. 
under  the  form  of  the  Pulvis  Ipecacuanha  compofitus , 
Ph.  Lond.  et  Ed.  as  mentioned  at  p.  177.  In  like 
manner.,  the  Vinum  Ipecacuanha,  Ph.  Lond.  et  Ed. 
is  employed  as  a fudorific  in  the  fame  diforders,  in 
dofes  of  twenty,  thirty,  or  fifty  drops. 


Rhododendron  Chryfanthum.  Decandria. 

Monogynia.  Bicornes.  Frutex.  Siberia.  (Folia 
et  Ramuli).  Rhododendron.  For  the  firft  account 
of  the  medicinal  properties  of  this  fhrub,  we  are 
indebted  to  Gmelin  and  Pallas . The  leaves  and 

young  branches  are  the  parts  that  are  in  ufe.  They 
are  boiled  or  fteeped  in  water.  The  decodion  has 
a difagreeable  fmell,  and  to  the  tafte  is  rough,  bit- 
ter, and  acrid.  When  made  flrong,  and  taken 
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it  produces  intoxication.  Gmelin  relates  in  his 
ldora  Sibirica,  that  the  inhabitants  on  the  banks  of 
the  river  Lena,  who,  in  their  fhooting  and  hunting 
excurfions  and  in  getting  the  glacies  mariae 
(Mufcovy  talc)  are  obliged  to  climb  fteep  and 
almoft  inacce  liable  mountains,  have  recourfe  to  this 
decoction  to  remove  violent  pains  of  the  knee  joints 
to  which  they  are  liable  from  thefe  occupations.  And 
Pallas  mentions,  in  his  Travels  (fee  alfo  his  Flora 
Rollica)  that  it  is  a common  and  fuccefsful  remedy 

among  fome  of  the  Tartar  tribes,  in  arthritic 

, * 

and  other  painful  diforders.  They  drink  it  till  it 
brings  on  fome  degree  of  vertigo  and  confufion  of 
the  head,  which  effects  are  generally  accompanied 
by  a tingling  fenlation  in  the  parts  affedted,  and  an 
abatement  of  pain.  In  confequence  of  thefe  tefti- 
monies  in  its  favor,  trials  were  made  of  it  firffc  in 
Ruftia,  then  in  Germany,  and  afterwards  in  Sweden, 
and  other  parts  of  the  Continent,  and  alfo  in  Scot- 
land. Profeffor  Kolpin  gave  it  to  fifteen  patients, 
fome  of  whom  were  gouty,  fome  arthritic,  and 
others  affedted  with  chronic  rheumatifm.  In  almoft 
all  it  appeared  to  afford  fome  relief,  and  in  the 
majority  it  removed  the  complaints.  In  moderate 
dofes  it  produced  little  fenfible  effedt;  but  when 
taken  in  large  quantities  it  brought  on  naufea, 
vomiting,  purging,  tranfitory  difturbance  of  vifion 
with  epiphora,  fneezing,  tingling  in  the  nofe,  bum- 
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ing  fenfation  in  the  throat,  tightnefs  acrofs  the  cheft, 
and  in  feveral  infrances  the  intoxication  or  ftupefac- 
tion  before-mentioned.  It  was  found  (as  might 
naturally  be  expected  from  this  account  of  its  opera- 
tion) to  be  improper  where  there  was  a full  pulfe 
with  much  fever.  An  infufion  of  this  vegetable 
was  prefcribed  by  Dr.  Home  to  three  patients  in  the 
Edinburgh  hofpital,  but  not  with  the  fame  fuccefs. 
On  thefe  experiments  it  has  been  remarked,  ift. 
That  in  two  out  of  the  three  cafes  there  was  too 
much  fever  at  the  time  the  infufion  was  adminifter- 
ed  2ndly,  That,  even  if  there  had  been  no  fever, 
the  medicine  being  given  in  infufion  inftead  of 
decodion,  was  not  of  a proper  degree  of  ftrength ; 
3dly,  That  fufficient  time  was  not  allowed  for  it  to 
produce  its  full  effed,  the  medicine  being  left  off 
in  two  cafes  out  of  the  three  on  the  fourth  day 
from  its  firft  exhibition}  and^hly,  Thatconclufions 
drawn  from  fo  few  as  three  trials  only,  and  under 
the  exceptionable  circumftances  above-mentioned, 
can  have  very  little  weight.  It  is  worthy  of  notice, 
that  the  patient  who  took  the  infufion  for  thegreatefl: 
length  of  time  and  who  feems  to  have  been  by 
far  the  fitteft  fubjed  for  the  experiment,  “ was 
“ cured  by  one  dofe  of  Dover’s  powder  f given  the 
night  after  the  infufion  was  laid  afide.  It  is  fome- 
whatextraordinary  that  a cafe  of  chronic  rheumatifm, 
of  more  than  four  months  Handing,  fhould  thus  fud- 
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denly  give  way  to  a Jingle  dofe  of  this  powder ! Is  it  to 
be  inferred  that  the  rhododendron-infufion,  which  the 
patient  had  been  taking  for  ten  days  before,  and 
which  had  produced  plentiful  perfpiration,  had  no 
fhare  in  this  falutary  change,  becaufe  it  did  not 
happen  till  the  day  after  the  infufion  was  difcontinu- 
ed  ? But  fuppofing  the  rhododendron  to  be  un- 
equal to  the  cure  of  chronic  rheumatifm,  by  itfelf ; 
yet  if,  after  ten  days  ufe,  it  can  render  the  difeafe 
removeable  by  a Angle  dofe  of  an  opiate  powder,  it 
furely  cannot  be  regarded  as  a trifling  or  inefficaci- 
ous medicine.  The  fenfible  effects  of  the  rhododen- 
dron infufion  in  Dr.  Home's  patients  were  head-ach, 
giddinefs,  drowfinefs,  naufea,  and  fometimes  purg- 
ing. In  one  inftance  it  increafed  the  quantity  of 
urine  and  brought  out  copious  fweats.  Befides  the 
cafes  above-mentioned,  two  hiftories  of  arthritic 
patients  are  related  by  Zahn,  in  which,  after  other 
remedies  had  been  tried  in  vain,  the  rhododendron 
ffiven  in  decodlion,  effedted  a cure.  On  the  whole, 
therefore,  the  evidence  of  thofe  pradlitioners  who 
have  given  this  plant  a fair  trial  is  fufficiently  favour- 
able to  induce  phyficians  to  have  recourfe  to  it  in 
fuch  obftinate  rheumatic  and  arthritic  affedtions  as, 
refill  the  guaiacum  and  other  fudorifics.  It  would 
be  no  difficult  matter  to  get  a fupply  of  it  through 
Ruflia  and  Germany  j and  for  medical  purpofes  the 

leaves  and.  twigs  are  as  good,  when  dried,  as  they 

are 
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are  in  the  recent  ftate.  The  decoftion  is  prepared 
and  ufed  in  the  following  manner.  Put  from  two 
drams  to  half  an  ounce  of  the  twigs  and  leaves  into 
a pot,  add  to  them  about  ten  ounces  of  water, 
cover  the  pot  over  with  a clofe  lid,  and  keep  the 
whole  in  a ftate  of  gentle  ebullition  for  twenty- four 
hours.  Of  the  ftrained  liquor  give  an  ounce  or 
more,  once  or  twice  a day.  It  is  advifeable  to  begin 
with  a weak  decodtion  at  firft,  and  gradually  to  in- 
creafe  the  ftrength  and  quantity  of  the  medicine,  and 
frequency  of  repetition,  according  to  its  effefts. 
Kelpin* s Pradtical  Obfervations  on  the  Ufe  of  the 
Rhododendron  (in  the  German  tongue)  1779. 
Home's  Clinical  Experiments  (fecond  edition)  1782. 
Zabn  de  Rhododendro,  1783*  Murray's  Apparat. 
Med.  Vol.  VI.  1792.  Woodville  s Med.  Botany, 
1792,  Vol.  III.  p.404,  where  it  is  erroneoufly  re- 
marked, that  this  plant  is  not  to  be  found  in  Mur- 
ray's Apparatus  Med. 

N.B.  It  was  natural  to  fuppofethat  other  fpecies 
of  the  genus  Rhododendron  might  poffefs  properties 
fimilar,  and  perhaps  not  inferior  to  thole-  of  the 
Rhododendron  Chryjanthum . Accordingly  trials 

have  been  made  with  the  Rhododendron  ferrugineum, 
a native  of  the  Swifs  and  Italian  Alps,  and  confe- 
quently  more  eafily  procured  than  the  Siberian 

S 3 plant. 
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plant.  It  appears,  however,  that  the  European 
falls  far  fhort  of  the  Afiatic  fpecies,  in  medical 
efficacy ; fo  that  the  one  cannot  properly  be  fubftitut- 
ed  for  the  other. 

Samrucus  nigra.  Pentandria.  Trigynia. 
Dumofas.  Arbor.  Indigenous.  (Flores  et  Bacae). 
Common  Elder.  A ftrong  infufion  of  the  flowers  is 
frequently  employed  by  the  country  people  to  pro- 
mote perfpiration  in  colds,  catarrhs,  and  other  fe- 
brile diforders.  The  infpiflated  juice  of  the  berries, 
the  Succus  Baccx  Sambuci  fpijfatus,  Ph.  Lond.  and 
Succus JpiJfatus  Baccarum  Sambuci , Ph.  Ed.  (formerly 
called  Rob  Sambuci)  has  the  fame  efFedt,  when  difl. 
folved  in  warm  water  and  taken  freely.  The/aurus 
Med.  p.  135. 

Solanum  Dulcamara . (See  p.  233).  Woody 
Night  Shade.  Bitter  fweet.  The  decodtion  of  this 
plant,  noticed  at  the  page  above  referred  to,  has 
been  ufed  with  confiderable  fuccefs,  to  produce 
fweats  in  afthmatic,  rheumatic,  and  venereal  cafes. 
Its  narcotic  quality,  joined  to  its  fudorific  adtion, 
caufes  it  to  have  a powerful  effedt  in  abating  the 
pains  in  the  two  laft  mentioned  diforders. 

• I 
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Kali  nitratum  Nitrum.  (fee  p.  237).  Ni- 
trated Kali.  Nitre.  This  neutral  fait,  given  in 
fome  mucilaginous  vehicle  in  fmall  doles  of  ten  or 
twelve  grains,  frequently  repeated,  operates  favour- 
ably by  perfpiration  in  acute  rheumatifm,  and  fome 
other  febrile  diforders.  The  prefcnt  generation, 
whofe  moving  fibres  are  more  eafily  aftedupon  than 
thofe  of  the  laft  and  penultimate  race,  cannot  bear 
this  medicine  in  the  large  quantities  in  which  it  wJs 
formerly  preferibed  by  Sydenham , and  has  latterly 
been  given  by  Brocklejhy.  More  than  fifteen  grains 
taken  at  once,  generally  create  difturbance  in  the 
ftomach  and  bowels,  and  have  a laxative  inftead  of 
a diaphoretic  effect. 


(3)  From  the  Mineral  Kingdom . 

^Antimonium  fulphuratum  nativum.  Stibium 
nativum.  Antimonium.  Semimetallum.  France, 
Germany.  Hungary.  (Antimonium  crudum).  Na- 
tive Sulphurated  Antimony.  Native  Stibium.  Anti- 
mony. Crude  Antimony.  Confifts  of  regulus  of  an- 
timony and fulphur.  Formerly. this  metallic  lubftance 
ufed  to  be  given  internally,  to  promote  perfpiration, 
in  gouty  and  rheumatic  cafes,  in  cutaneous  difeafes, 
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and  in  glandular  obftrudtions , but  on  account  of 
Its  little  folubility  m the  juices  of  the  ftomach  and 
wels,  as  well  as  on  account  of  its  occafional 
contamination  with  other  noxious  metallic  fubltan- 
ces,  it  has  been  juftly  laid  afide  in  modern  praftice  • 

and  the  more  certain  artificial  preparations  ofantil 

mony  are  now  univerfally  employed  in  its  place 
Dofe  from  ten  to  thirty  grains  and  upwards! 
Stahl  de  ufu  Antimonii  crudi,  1730.  Juncker  de 
Antimonii  crudi  ufu,  1 y 


n treating  of  the  preparations  of  antimony 
we  mall  rank  them  under  the  fame  chemical  divi- 
fions,  but  not  exactly  in  the  fame  order,  which  we 
have  adopted  in  our  account  of  the  preparations  of 
quickfilver. 


1 (0  ho  the  fulphurated  preparations  of  this 
femi-metal  belong  the 


(a)  Sulphur  Antimonii  prmcipitatum,  Ph.  Lond. 
et  Ed.  Precipitated  Sulphur  of  Antimony  (formerly 
called  Sulphur  auratum  Antimonii,  Golden  Sulphur 
of  Antimony)  (fee  p.  164)  and 

W The  Kermes  miner  ale.  Mineral  Kermes. 
(feep.  165)  both  which  are  ufed  in  the  fame  cafes  as 
the  native  fulphurated  antimony  (crude  antimony) 

but 
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but  in  very  minute  dofes,  viz.  one,  two,  or  three 
grains. 

ft** 

(2)  Of  the  preparations  of  this  metal  obtained 
by  dry  or  igneous  calcination  (i.  e.  calciform  preparations') 
thofe  which  are  moil  in  ufe,  and  of  which  we  deem 
it  fufficient  to  make  mention,  are  the 

(a)  % [ Antimonium  vitrifaftum , Ph.  Lond. 
Vitrum  Antimonii,  Ph.  Ed.  Vitrified  Antimony. 
Glafs  of  Antimony.  It  is  prepared  by  firft  roafting 
pulverifed  antimony  in  a moderate  degree  of  heat, 
till  it  ceafes  to  emit  fumes,  and  afterwards  putting 
it  into  a crucible  and  fubjeding  it  to  a ftrong  heat* 
till  it  is  brought  into  fufion,  when  it  is  taken  from 
the  fire  and  poured  out.  This  is  an  imperfed  calx 
of  antimony.  On  account  of  its  uncertain  ftrength 
and  its  violent  operation,  it  is  never  preferibed  by 
itfelf  in  modern  pradice  ■,  but  it  is  uled  for  making 
the 


(b)  % Vinum  Antimonii , Ph.  Lond.  Antimo- 
nial  Wine,  of  which  we  have  already  given  the 
compofition,  with  animadverfions,  at  p.  179.  To 
what  we  have  there  faid,  we  fhall  here  add,  that  the 
Vinum  antimonii,  prepared  from  glafs  of  antimony, 
is,  in  fa£t,  nothing  more  than  a weak  or  imperfed 
Vinum  antimonii  tartarifati,  fince  it  is  the  acid  of 


tartar 
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tartar  alone  which  is  prefentin  the  wine  that  diffolves 
the  vitrified  antimony,  of  which  the  quantity  that 
is  difTolved  always  varies  according  to  the  quality  of 
the  wine,  i.  e.  according  to  the  quantity  of  tartar 
which  it  contains.  How  much  better,  then,  is  it 
firfl  to  combine  the  antimonial  calx  and  tartareous 
acid  together,  and  afterwards  to  add  the  compound 
to  the  wine,  as  is  done  in  the  cafe  of  the  pro- 
per vinum  antimonii  tartarifati  ? a preparation  which 
renders  this  other  totally  fuperfluous.  No  per- 
I'ons  can  have  more  refpedt  for  the  writings  of Huxham 
than  we  have ; yet,  when  we  read  the  praifes  which 
he  beftows  on  his  EfTentia  Antimonii,  which  is  an 
infufion  of  glafs  of  antimony  in  white  wine  (fee 
his  Obfervationes  de  Aere,  and  his  EfTay  on  Fevers) 
we  cannot  help  fufpedting  that  he  never  compared 
its  effefts  with  thofe  of  the  Vinum  Antimonii  tar- 
tarifati.  We  have  only  to  transfer  what  he  fays  of 
that  to  the  laft  mentioned  preparation,  and  all  will 
be  right.  Glafs  of  Antimony  is  alfo  ufed  in  the  pre- 
paration of  the 

(c)  ^ Vitrum  Antimonii  ceratuni , Ph.  Ed.  Ce- 
rated  Glafs  of  Antimony;  which  is  made  by 
adding  eight  parts  pulverized  glafs  of  antimony  to 
one  part  melteb  wax,  and  letting  the  mixture  remain 
in  a gentle  heat  for  a quarter  of  an  hour,  ftirring  it 
all  the  while  with  a fpatula.  It  is  then  poured  out, 
and  whe  n cold,  is  rubbed  to  a powder.  Dofe,  from 

three 
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three  grains  to  five  or  fix.  It  is  generally  prefcribed 
in  the  form  of  a powder,  triturated  with  fugar,  tefta- 
ceous  fubftances  or  magnefia.  For  many  years  paft 
this  preparation  has  been  regarded  almoft  as  a fpe- 
cific  in  cafes  of  dyfentery,  diarrhoea,  haemorrhages, 
&c.  yet  in  thefe  and  various  febrile  diforders  in 
which  it  has  been  recommended,  it  has  no  juft 
claim  to  being  preferred  to  other  antimonials, 
fince  all  the  good  effects  that  have  been  obtained 
from  it,  may  be  traced  to  the  naufea  or  ficknefs,  and 
concomitant  diaphorefis,  which  it  occafions  in  com- 
mon with  them  ; but  with  lefs  certainty,  as  its 
dofes  are  not  fo  eafily  regulated.  If  we  confider 
this  preparation  attentively,  we  fhall  foon  be  con- 
vinced how  little  it  merits  the  high  commendations 
that  have  been  beftowed  upon  it.  Is  it  likely  (as 
a foreign  writer  has  pointedly  afked)  that  the  few 
grains  of  wax  which  are  contained  in  the  ordinary, 
or  even  the  largeft  dofes  of  this  medicine,  can  be 
of  any  ufe  in  dyfentery  or  diarrhasa  ? Certainly  not. 
If  any  benefit  is  to  be  expected  from  wax  in  thefe 
diforders  of  the  bowels,  it  muft  be  given  in  the 
quantity  of  half  a dram,  frequently  repeated,  fo  that 
as  much  as  half  an  ounce  may  be  taken  in  the  courfe 
of  a day  and  night.  It  muft  not  only  be  given  in 
thefe  quantities,  but,  if  it  is  to  be  of  any  ufe,  it 
muft  further  be  rendered  milcible  with  and  foluble 
in  the  juices  of  the  primse  vis,  by  previous  tri- 
turation 
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tu ration  with  mucilaginous  liquids,  otherwife  it 
will  pafs  through  the  body  without  producing  any 
effect.  Given,  then,  as  it  is  in  the  vitrum  anti- 
monii  ceratum.,  in  the  infignificant  dofes  of  five  or 
fix  grains,  and  without  being  previoufly  rendered 
capable  of  mixing  with  or  diffolving  in  the  juices  of 
the  body,  the  wax  in  that  preparation  can  have  no 
fhare  whatever  in  its  medicinal  operation.  The 
moft  that  can  be  allowed  to  it  is,  that  by  its  tena- 
cious quality  and  infoluble  nature,  it,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  defends  the  vitrified  antimony  from  being 
afted  upon  by  the  gaftric  and  inteftinal  fluids;  but 
this  furely  is  no  defirable  thing.  On  the  contrarv 
it  only  ferves  to  render  the  operation  of  the  anti- 
mony lefs  certain.  As  then  it  appears,  that  the 
good  eflfeds  of  the  vitrum  antimonii  ceratum,  are 
wholly  referable  to  the  glafs  of  antimony  alone, 
which  as  an  imperfed  calx,  is  lefs  determinate  in  its 
operation  than  fome  other  preparations  of  this  femi- 
metal ; it  follows,  that  it  ought  in  all  cafes  to  give 
way  to  them,  and  may  confequently  be  regarded  as 
a fuperfluous  addition  to  the  medical  lift  of  antimo- 
nial  preparations.  Viewing  it  in  this  light,  we  were 
furprifed  to  fee  it  retained  in  the  new  Edinburgh 
pharmacopoeia.  The  London  college,  with  more 
judgment,  have  excluded  it  from  their’s.  Grant- 
ing that  the  combination  of  antimonials  with  wax, 
may  fometimes  be  ufeful  in  alvine  fluxes  (though 
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we  are  perfuaded,  that,  generally  fpeaking,  where 
the  one  is  proper  the  other  is  not)  the  bed;  way, 
indeed  the  only  effectual  way,  of  making  that  com- 
bination, is  to  add  the  antimonial  (for  inftance, 
antimomal  wine  or  tartanfed  antimony)  to  an 
emulfion  of  wax.  When  thefe  two  fubftances  are 
thus  mixed  together  in  a proper  mannei,  and  in 
due  proportions,  their  dofes  may  be  regulated  with 
great  exadlnefs,  and  confequently  their  operation 
will  be  rendered  more  certain.  2 oung  and  Pringle , 
in  the  Edinburgh  Medical  Eflays  and  Obfervations, 
Vol.  V.  and  alfo  in  the  laft- mentioned  Author’s 
Difeafes  of  the  Army. 

(d)  Antimonium  catcinalum , Ph.  Lorid.  An- 
tlmonium  uftum  cum  nicro,  Ph.  Ed.  Calcined  an- 
timony. Antimony  calcined  with  nitre.  (Anti- 
monium diaphoreticum.  Calx  Antimonii.  Calx 
Antimonii  nitrata.  Diaphoretic  Antimony.  Calx 
of  Antimony.  Nitrated  Calx  of  Antimony).  Ac- 
cording to  the  London  pharmacopoeia,  this  anti- 
monial calx  is  obtained  by  mixing  together  one 
part  pulverifed  antimony  with  three  parts  powdered 
nitre,  and  throwing  the  mixture  little  by  little  into 
a red-hot  crucible.  The  white  fubftance  that  re- 
mains after  the  deflagration,  is  kept  in  the  fire  for 
about  half  an  hour,  and  is  then  taken  out  and  buf- 
fered 
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xered  to  cool,  when  it  is  reduced  to  powder  and 
wafted  with  diftiiled  water.  In  the  Edinburgh  for- 
mula, are  directed  equal  parts  of  antimony  roafted 
for  making  glafs  of  antimony,  and  nitre.  After 
being  mixed  together,  they  are  put  into  a crucible, 
and  fubjedted  to  a red  heat  for  an  hour.  What 
remains  is  then  taken  out,  reduced  to  powder, 
and  repeatedly  wafted  with  hot  water  till  it  is  de- 
prived of  all  tafte.— Antimony  calcined  with  nitre 
in  the  manner  above  defcribed,  was  formerly  a fa- 
vourite diaphoretic  in  febrile  diforders,  and  was 
given  in  dofes  of  eight  or  ten  grains.  In  modem 
practice  it  has  been  fuperfeded  by  the 

( 0 Antimonium  cum  Cornu  Cervi  uftum. 
Antimonium  calc  area  - phojphoratum,  Ph.  Ed.  Pulvis 
Antimonialis,  Ph.  Lond.  Antimony  calcined  with 
Hartftorn.  Calcareo-phofphorated  Antimony.  An- 
ti monial  Powder.  According  to  the  London  and 
Edinburgh  pharmacopoeias,  it  is  made  by  mix- 
ing together  equal  parts  of  pulverifed  antimony 
and  hartftorn  (or  bone,  or  ivory)  fhavings,  and 
putting  them  into  an  iron-pan,  made  red  hot,  and 
keeping  them  conftantly  ftirred,  till  they  are  burnt 
to  a grey  coloured  mafs,  which  is  then  taken  from 
the  fire,  rubbed  to  a powder,  and  put  into  a coated 
crucible,  with  another  crucible  (in  the  bottom  of 
which  a fmall  hole  has  been  previoufly  bored)  in- 
verted 
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verted  over  it,  and  luted  to  it.  It  is  then  put  into 
the  fire,  and  fubjefted  to  a white  heat  for  a couple 
of  hours  i after  which  it  is  taken  out,  and  when 
cold,  is  reduced  to  a very  fine  powder.  This 
powder  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  fame,  or  nearly  the 
fame,  as  'James  s celebrated  Fever  Powder.  ( Pear- 
Jon  on  the  Compofition  of  Dr.  James’s  Powder  in 
the  Philofoph.TranfaCt.  for  1791).  It  feems  to  hold 
a middle  place  between  the  perfect  calces  of  antimony 
and  the  faline  preparations  of  this  metal ; and  in  all 
inflammatory  diforders,  and  efpecially  in  fevers, 
accompanied  with  a quick,  full,  and  hard  pulfe,  it 
is  certainly  the  belt  diaphoretic  in  the  whole  materia 
medica.  Like  many  other  valuable  medicines,  in 
has  fometimes  been  abufed  in  the  hands  of  inex- 
perienced and  undifcerning  practitioners,  who,  by 
giving  it  rafhly  in  nervous  and  putrid  fevers,  have 
thereby  brought  on  colliquative  fweats  and  diar- 
rhoea, which  have  exhaufted  the  patients.  From 
the  bias,  however,  which,  within  thefe  few  years, 
has  been  given  to  the  pradtice  of  phyfic  in  England, 
it  may  be  fafely  aflerted,  that  more  mifchief  hap- 
pens from  withholding  this  and  other  antimonials 
in  the  diforders  that  might  be  cured  or  relieved  by 
them,  than  from  employing  them  in  cafes  in  which 
they  are  improper.  The  antimonial  powder  is 
given  in  dofes  of  from  three  to  eight  grains,  repeated 

every 
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every  fecond,  third,  or  fourth  hour.  In  larger 
quantities,  it  operates  as  an  emetic.  It  has  been 
remarked  above,  that  it  coincides  in  its  compofition 
with  James’s  Powder  ; yet  it  does  not  quite  equal 
it  in  ftrength,  eight  grains  of  the  Pulvis  Antimo- 
nalis  feldom  producing  greater  effedt  than  fix  grains 
of  James’s  Powder.  It  is  fcarcely  neceffary  to  add, 
that  its  diaphoretic  operation  mult  be  affifted  by 
plentiful  dilution  with  tepid,  aqueous  liquors,  fuch 
as  tea,  gruel,  chicken-water,  or  weak  wine  whev. 
As  it  is  infoluble  in  water,  it  is  preferibed  either  in 
the  Ample  powdery  form,  or  made  into  pills  or 
bolufes.  In  rheumatic  fevers,  camphor  or  guaia- 
cum  are  frequently  joined  with  it,  and  fometimes 
calomel  and  opium. 

(f)  Crocus  Antimonil,  Ph.  Lond.  et  Ed. 
(Crocus  metallorum).  Crocus  of  Antimony.  Ob- 
tained by  deflagrating  together  equal  parts  of  an- 
timony and  nitre.  According  to  the  London  for- 
mula, a 25th  part  of  fea-falt  is  put  into  the  crucible 
along  with  the  antimony  and  nitre.  This  prepara- 
tion, the  ltrength  of  which  is  very  variable,  is  unfit 
to  be  given  alone  internally.  It  is  ufed  for  making 
the  Antimonium  tartarifatum,  Ph.  Lond.  (fee  p. 
165)  and  Antimonium  muriatum,  Ph.  Lond.  et 
Ed,  (feep.  164).  It  is  matter  of  furprife  that, 

in 
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in  their  late  pharmaceutical  reform,  both  the  Lon- 
don and  Edinburgh  colleges  fliould  have  retained 
the  old  alchemical  term  Crocus.  Antimonium  cum 
Nitro  et  Sale  muriaiico  uftum,  is  a title  which  rea- 
dily prefects  itfelf,  and  points  out  at  once  the  nature 
of  the  produdt. 

(3)  By  humid  or  acid  calcination , we  have  the 
Calx  Antimonii  prsecipitata.  Precipitated  Calx  of 
Antimony.  (Pulvis  Algarothi.  Mercurius  vitae. 
Magifterium  Antimonii.  Algaroth’s  Powder.  Mer- 
cury of  Life.  Magidery  of  Antimony)  which  is 
obtained  by  adding  to  a folution  of  antimony  in  the 
muriatic  acid  (defcribed  below)  a fufficient  quan- 
tity of  aqua  kali  or  lixivium  tartari.  The  powder 
which  falls  to  the  bottom,  after  being  repeatedly 
wafhed  with  diddled  water,  is  to  be  dried.  It  is 
ufed  in  the  Edinburgh  pharmacopoeia,  for  making 
the  tartarifed  antimony  (feep.  165). 

(4)  Among  the  Jaline  preparations  of  this  metal, 
we  have  to  notice  the 

(a)  Antimontum  muriatum , Ph.  Lond.  et  Ed. 
(Antimonium  falitum.  Stibium  falitum.  Buty- 
rum  Antimonii.  Oleum  Antimonii  corrofivum. 
Caufticum  Antimoniale).  Muriated  Antimony. 
Salited  Antimony.  Butter  of  Antimony.  Corro- 
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five  Oil  of  Antimony.  Antimonial  cauftic.  Con- 
fifts  of  calx  of  antimony  and  muriatic  acid.  It  is 
made  in  the  following  manner : Take  crocus  anti- 
monii  reduced  to  powder  and  vitriolic  acid,  each, 
one  part,  exficcated  fea-falt,  two  parts.  Put  the 
vitriolic  acid  into  a retort,  and  gradually  add  to  it 
the  fea-falt  and  crocus  antimonii  previoufly  mixed 
together;  then  diftill  in  a fand-heat.  Let  that 
which  comes  over  in  the  diftillation,  be  expofed  to 
the  air  for  fome  days ; after  which  pour  off  the  li- 
quid part  from  the  fediment.  This  is  the  muriated 
antimony,  which  is  fometimes  applied  externally 
by  the  furgeons  as  an  efcharotic,  to  deftroy  warts, 
fungus  flefh,  and  fpecks  on  the  cornea  j on  which 
occafions,  however,  it  fhould  be  ufed  very  fparingly, 
and  with  the  greatefl  caution.  The  other  purpofe 
to  which  it  is  applied,  is  for  making  the  Calx  Anti- 
monii prascipitata,  or  Pulvis  Algarothi  above  de- 
fcribed,  by  the  combination  of  which  with  the  acid 
of  tartar  is  obtained,  according  to  the  procefs  of 
the  Edinburgh  college  (feep.  165)  the  following 
article,  viz.  the 

(b ) Antimonium  tartarijatum , Ph.  Lond.  et 
Ed.  (Tartarum  emeticum).  Tartarifed  Antimo- 
ny. Emetic  Tartar.  The  two  different  modes  of 
making  this  preparation,  have  been  already  de- 
fcribed  at  p.  165,  As  a diaphoretic,  tartarifed 
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antimony  is  given  in  inflammatory  diforders,  in  the 
minute  dofes  of  a quarter  of  a grain  or  half  a grain, 
every  third  or  fourch  hour,  diflolved  in  common 
water,  mint- water,  or  camphor-mixture.  In  ar- 
thritic and  rheumatic  cafes,  it  is  fometimes  com- 
bined with  opiates.  But  as  a diaphoretic,  in  the 
divided  dofes  juft  mentioned,  it  is  not  employed  fo 
much  as  thecalcareo-phofphorated  antimony,  on  ac- 
count of  its  greater  tendency  to  bring  on  vomiting 
and  purging.  For  obfervations  on  the  ufe  of  tar- 
tarifed  antimony  as  an  Expe&orant,  fee  p.  1 66,  and 
as  an  Emetic,  p.  17#. 

( c)  Vinum  Antimonii  tartarijati , Ph.  Lond.  et 
Ed.  Wine  of  Tartarifed  Antimony  (fee  p.  179, 
where  is  noticed  the  relative  ftrength  of  this  prepa- 
tion,  as  made  according  to  the  different  proportions 
afligned  in  the  two  Britifli  pharmacopoeias).  As  a 
diaphoretic,  this  preparation  is  given  in  doles  of 
fifteen,  thirty,  or  forty  drops,  in  inflammatory  fe- 
vers, in  pleurify,  peripneumony,  rheumatifm,  dyfen- 
tery,  catarrh,  and  all  thole  dilbrders  in  which  the  An- 
timonial  Powder  (fee  p.  27 1 ) is  employed.  What 
Huxham  has  faid  ofhis  antimonial  wine,  may  befaidof 
this,  viz.  that  is  is  an  admirable  attenuant,  deob- 
ftruent,  and  diaphoretic,  being  capable  of  pervad- 
es and  affe&ing  the  very  minuteft  veffels,  quickly 
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adting  and  quickly  pafling  off,  and  having  a great 
advantage  (in  the  inflammatory  difeafes  above- 
mentioned)  over  other  medicines  which  promote 
perfpiration,  in  not  producing,  as  they  do,  a heat- 
ing effedt.  Nihil  utique  ad  Judores  excitandos 
datur  aptius,  nihil  tutius ; nam  parum  admodum 
excalefacit.  So  far  we  entirely  agree  with  the 
Author  of  the  Obfervationes  de  Aere  et  Morbis 
Epidemicis  ; but  the  remark  which  follows  (viz. 
unde  in  ipfis  fehrihus  lends  adhihetur  optime)  fhould 
be  received,  we  think,  with  fome  limitation.  This 
oreat  phyfician  never  could  mean  that  his  antimo- 
nial  wine,  or  any  other  antimonial  preparation,  is 
proper  in  all  degrees  and  ftages  of  flow  fevers.  He 
muff  have  had  in  view  the  beginning  of  thefe  fe- 
vers, before  great  debility  comes  on. 


For  general  obfervations  on  antimonials,  the 
following  authors  may  be  confulted.  Bafil  Valen- 
tini  Currus  triumphalis  Antimonii,  1624.  Came - 
rarius  de  Antimonio,  1735*  Huxham  s Medical: 
and  Chemical  Obfervations  upon  Antimony,  1756. 
Buchner  de  Antimonio  ejufque  Tindtuns,  1767. 
Saunders'  Obfervations  on  Antimony  and  its  Ufe  in 
the  Cure  of  Difeafes,  1773.  Ackerman  de  prtecipuo 
Antimonii  Ufa  Med.  1785  i and  Black' s Table  of 
the  Preparations  of  Antimony  in  Duncans  New 
Difpenfatory.  Aoua 
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Aqua  tepida  vcl  calida.  JVarm  or  hot  Water 
promotes  perforation  in  a powerful  manner,  not 
only  when  taken  into  the  ftomach,  but  alfo  when 
applied  outwardly  to  the  furface  of  the  body. 
Hence,  copious  draughts  of  pure  water,  heated  to 
the  temperature  of  96,  100,  no,  or  112  of  Fah- 
renheit’s thermometer,  will  often  fuffice,  in  cafes  of 
cephalalgia,  rheumatifm,  and  arthritis,  to  reftore 
the  fupprefTed  evacuation  by  the  fkin,  and  to  re- 
move thofe  complaints.  In  the  fame  manner  it  is 
of  great  ufe  in  cafes  of  furfeit  and  indigeflion. 

/ 

Without  the  joint  employment  of  hot-water 
along  with  them,  the  various  medicines  of  this  or- 
der could  not  produce  their  full  effedt.  It  is  their 
belt  auxiliary,  indeed  the  only  medium  by  which 
they  are  brought  into  adtion.  Let  young  prac- 
titioners, then,  when  they  prefcribe  antimonials, 
camphor,  guaiacum,  and  other  diaphoretics,  al- 
ways keep  in  mind  the  neceffity  of  affiiting  their 
operation  by  the  free  ufe  either  of  warm  water 
alone,  or  of  warm  aqueous  liquors,  fuch  as  infu- 
fions  of  balm  or  tea,  or  mucilaginous  decoctions, 
fuch  as  barley  water,  gruel,  and  the  like.  Inat- 
tention to  this  point,  is  a frequent  caufe  of  the  un- 
fuccefsful  treatment  of  acute  difeafes. 
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Warm  or  hot  water  is  applied  to  the  body  ex- 
ternally, to  promote  perfpiration,  in  rheumatifm, 
gout,  palfy,  and  fome  other  diforders.  In  thefe 
cafes,  a part,  or  the  whole  of  the  body,  is  im- 
merged  in  the  water,  and  kept  therein  for  the  fpace 
of  ten,  twenty,  or  thirty  minutes.  The  higher 
the  temperature  of  the  water,  the  fhorter  the  time 
of  immerfion.  According  as  the  bath  is  partial  or 
general,  it  receives  a different  name.  Thus,  when 
the  hands  only  are  bathed,  it  is  termed  a Manulu - 
ilium  j the  feet  only,  a Pediluvium  j when  half  the 
body  is  immerged,  it  is  termed  a Semicupium  ; and 
when  the  whole  body,  Balneum.  For  the  Stillici- 
dium3  or  Shower  Bath  ( Douche  of  the  French)  hot 
water  is  rarely  employed.  When,  inftead  of  being 
plunged  in  hot  water,  the  body  is  expofed  to  the 
fleam  that  arifes  from  it,  fuch  an  application  is 
called  a Vapour  Bath,  Balneum  vapor  oJum3  or  Bal- 
neum vaporis.  This  fpecies  of  bath  has  lately  come 
into  great  repute.  Indeed,  it  is  obvious,  that  the 
particles  of  water  divided  and  fubtilized  by  con- 
verfion  into  fleam,  mufl  a£t  with  greater  effedl 
than  water  in  its  natural  denfe  flate.  Accordingly 
it  has  been  found,  that  rheumatic,  paralytic,  and 
ieveral  other  chronic  complaints,  yield  fooner  under 
this  application,  than  they  are  wont  to  do  under 
the  ufe  of  the  common  water-bath.  There  are 
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various  modes  of  applying  the  {learn  ; but  the 
iimpleil  and  moft  convenient  feems  to  be,  a wooden 
box  or  cafe,  inclofing  the  body  all  but  the  head, 
and  furnifhed  with  a feat,  on  which  the  patient 
may  fit.  The  vapour  is  introduced  at  the  bottom, 
which  is  perforated  for  the  purpofe.  This  vapour 
may  cither  come  from  boiling  water  alone,  or  from 
water  impregnated  with  aromatic  herbs  and  drugs. 
The  firft  is  termed  the  common  vapour-bath ; the 
other,  the  medicated  vapour-bath.  ( Simmons  Ob- 
fervations  on  Vapour-bathing,  1766.  Denman's 
Letter  to  Dr.  R.  Huck,  on  the  Conftruftion  and 
Method  of  ufing  Vapour-Baths,  1769.  Sanches 
fur  les  Bains  de  Vapeur  in  the  Memoires  de  la  Soc. 
Roy.  de  Medecine,  Tom.  III.  1779.  Mar  card 
on  Vapour-Baths  in  the  fecond  Part  of  his  Med. 
Eifays  (in  the  German  tongue)  1778.  Doppet  fur 
la  Maniere  d’adminiftrer  les  Bains  de  Vapeur 
179°). 

What  is  called  a tepid  hath  (balneum  tepidum) 
is  of  the  temperature  of  from  eighty  to  ninety  in 
Fahrenheit’s  thermometer.  The  Brijiol  fpring 
(Thermae  Briftolienfes)  is  of  the  temperature  of 
84,  and  the  Buxton  (Thermae  Buxtonienfes)  of  the 
temperature  of  81  or  82.  What  is  called  a hot- 
hath  (balneum  calidum)  is  of  a temperature  not 

T 4 below 
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below  96.  It  may  be  raifed  with  advantage  in  many 
cafes  to  100,  no,  or  112.  The  natural  heat  of 
the  mineral  fprings  at  Bath  (Therms  Bathonienfes) 
exceeds  the  laft-mentioned  temperature  by  feveral 
degrees,  being  from  114  to  116.  Some  of  the 
hot  fprings  in  Germany,  and  other  parts  of  the  Con- 
tinent, raife  the  mercury  in  the  thermometer  a few 
degrees  higher. 

1 

Like  the  vapour-bath,  the  hot-water  bath  is 
cither  Ample  or  medicated  j i.  e.  it  confifts  of  either 
pure  water,  or  of  water  impregnated  with  vegetable 
or  mineral  fubftances,  fuch  as  aromatic  herbs  and 
gums,  fea-falt,  hepar  fulphuris,  &c.  According 
to  the  nature  of  the  dileafe  the  impregnations  are 
varied.  By  the  faline  and  fulphureous  additions  juft 
mentioned,  we  imitate  the  hot  mineral  fprings  of  Aix 
la  Chapelle  (Thermae  Aquifgranenfes)  in  Germany, 
Barege  (Thermae  Baregienfes)  in  France,  Carlfbad 
(Thermae  Carolinae)  in  Bohemia,  and  Bifa  (Therms 
Pifanae  velPifenfes)  in  Italy.  Floyer  on  Hot  and 
Cold  Bathing,  &c.  1715.  Hoffman  de  Balneorum  ex 
Aqua  dulci  praeftantiftimo  in  Affe&ibus  internis 
Ufu,  1721.  Vallifneri  del  Ufu  e del  Abufo  delle 
Bagnature  calde  o fredde,  1725.  Marteau  Traite 
theorique  et  pratique  des  Bains,  1770.  Macquart 

Manuel 
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Manuel  fur  les  Proprietes  de  l’Eau,  principalement 
dans  l’Art  de  guerir,  1783.  Marcard  on  the 
Nature  and  Ufe  of  Baths  (in  the  German  tongue) 
1793.  For  more  remarks  on  Hot-Bathing,  fee 
Stimulants. 

Sulphur.  Brimftone.  Sulphur.  Although 
this  mineral  fubftance  does  not  appear  to  be 
foluble  in  the  juices  of  the  (lomach,  yet  its  par- 
ticles areoffo  fubtile  and  difFufible  a nature,  that 
they  are  readily  taken  up  by  the  abforbents,  and 
conveyed  into  the  circulation,  penetrating  and  lpread- 
ing  through  the  whole  fyftem.  Hence  they  ma- 
nifest themfelves  by  their  peculiar  fmell  and  other 
qualities  in  all  the  fecretions  and  excretions,  and 
efpecially  in  the  perfpirable  matter,  which  is  thereby 
increafedand  acquires  the  property  of  tarnifhing 
filver  and  ether  metals  that  are  carried  about 
the  perfons  ofthofe  vvho  are  taking  fulphur.  It  is 
in  confequence  of  this  power  which  it  polfeffes  of 
promoting  perfpiration,  that  it  proves  a valuable  me- 
dicine in  fome  cutaneous  difeafes,  in  rheumatic  and 
gouty  cafes,  in  chronic  catarrhs,  and  in  fome  kinds 
of  afthma  (See  p.  169)*  In  like  manner  it  is  very 
efficacious  in  checking  the  adion  of  mercurials  on 
the  falivary  glands  j and  for  this  purpofe  it  is  often 

employ- 
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employed  againft  ptyalifms  brought  on  by  the  too 
liberal  exhibition  of  quickfilver,  and  alfo  againft 
the  paralytic  tremors  to  which  miners,  metallurgifts 
and  certain  manufadurers  are  fubjed,  in  confe- 
quence  of  being  expofed  to  mercurial  and  arfeni- 
cal  effluvia. 

As  the  operation  of  fulphur  is  attended  with 
fome  degree  of  irritation,  and  an  increafe  of  bodily 
hear,  it  feldom  fuits  where  there  is  much  febrile 
condition,  or  an  inflammatory  tendency.  Under 
thefe  circumftances,  however,  it  may  fometimes  be 
made  to  agree  by  joining  antimonials  with  it. 
Another  ufeful  adjund  to  it  in  arthritic  and  rheuma- 
tic cafes,  is  guaiacum.  With  thefe  admixtures  it 
may  be  given  in  the  form  of  powder  or  pills  (Quarin 
Animadverfiones  pradicas,  1786).  Half  a dram 
of  fulphur  taken  in  a little  milk,  every  day  upon  an 
empty  ftomach,  is,  according  to  Cheyne  (Elfay  on 
the  true  nature  of  the  Gout,  1728)  an  excellent 
preventive  of  the  gout.  The  officinal  preparations 
entitled  Flores  fulphur  is  loti  and  Sulphur  pracipitatumy 
have  been  already  defcribed  at  p.  169.  Theufual 
dofes  of  thefe  preparations  as  diaphoretics,  are  from 
twelve  grains  to  a fcruple  or  half  a dram.  As  laxa- 
tives they  are  given  in  much  larger  dofes.  See  p. 
219. 

By 
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By  chemical  combination  with  alkalies,  whether 
fixed  or  volatile,  the  diaphoretic  tendency  of  fulphur 
is  much  increafed.  Hence  the  Ammonia Julphurata 
and  Kali  Julphuratumy  operate  more  powerfully  by 
the  Ikin  than  fulphur  alone.  The  combination  with 
the  fixed  alkali,  called 

Kali  Julphuratum.  (Hepar  fulphuris  vulgare). 
Sulphurated  kali.  Common  Liver  of  Sulphur,  has 
been  already  noticed  at  p.  170.  To  what  is  there 
faid  wefhallnow  add,  that  we  have  found  it  ufeful 
not  only  in  the  diforders  there  mentioned,  but 
alfo  in  arthritic  and  rheumatic  cafes,  in  dofes  of  two 
or  three  grains  made  into  pills  with  foap,  and  re- 
peated every  third  or  fourth  hour,  with  a draught 
of  camphor-mixture,  pepper-mint  water,  or  ginger 
tea.  We  have  moreover  prefcribed  it  with  ad- 
vantage in  larger  dofes,  combined  with  extra#  of 
cicuta,  in  a cale  of  cancer.  The  cicuta  had  been 
given  by  itfelf  for  fome  weeks  before  and  had 
almoft  ceafed,  even  in  large  quantities,  to  pro- 
duce any  efiedj  but  on  combining  the  fulphurat- 
ed  kali  with  it  in  dofes  of  five  grains,  the  patient 
experienced  confiderable  relief.  This  will  induce 
ns  to  have  recourfe  to  it  again  in  other  inftances 
of  this  dreadful  dileafe  j and  we  recommend  it  to 
others.  Pure  fulphur  poffeffes,  as  before  men- 
tioned. 
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tioned,  a power  of  counter-adling  the  effe&s  of 
quickfilver  and  other  metallic  fnbftances,  on  the 
human  body  ; but  this  power  is  much  greater 
in  the  kali  fulphuratum.  Hence  the  ufe  of  this 
preparation  in  falivations  brought  on  by  the  abufe 
of  mercury,  and  in  the  diforders  occafioned  by 
lead,  arfenic,  &c.  ( Navier  Contre-poifons  de 

FArfenic,  du  Sublime  Corrofif  et  du  Plomb. 
1777).  The  combination  of  fulphur  with  the  vola- 
tile alkali,  which  we  fhall  call 

Ammonia  Julphurata  (Hepar  fulphuris  vo- 
latile. Spiritus  fumans  Boylei.  Spiritus  fumans 
Sulphuratus  Beguini.  Tindtura  Sulphuris  volatilis) 
Sulphurated  ammonia,  Volatile  Liver  of  Sulphur, 
Boyle's,  Smoking  Spirit,  Begum's  Smoking  Spirit  of 
Sulphur,  Volatile  Tindture  of  Sulphur,  is  made 
in  various  ways.  Thefimpleft  method  is  to  digeft, 
without  heat,  one  part  flowers  of  fulphur  with  five 
parts  water  of  pure  ammonia.  In  this  way, 
however,  the  fulphur  is  cftftblved  very  flowly  and 
very  fparingly.  A much  ftronger  hepar  is  obtained 
by  diftilling  together  one  part  fulphur,  an  equal 
quantity  offal  ammoniac,  and  1 part  1 -5th  of  quick- 
lime ( Boyle  Experiments  on  Colours,  1675)  or 
from  one  part  flowers  of  fulphur,  two  parts  fal  am- 
moniac, and  three  parts  quicklime  ( Hoffman  Ob- 
fervationes  phyfico-chemicse,  1736)  or,  according 

to 
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to  others,  fix  parts  quicklime  to  the  lad-mentioned 
proportions  of  the  other  materials.  In  Fourcroys 
Che  mi  dry,  the  following  proportions  are  given  : 
Quicklime  and  fal  ammoniac,  equal  quantities,  and 
half  as  much  fulphur.  In  all  thefe  diftillations,  a 
little  diddled  water  is  put  into  the  retort  along  with 
the  materials.  In  thefe  procefies,  the  muriatic  acid 
of  the  fal  ammoniac  feizes  the  quicklime  and  lets 
go  the  volatile  alkali,  which  rifes  up  along  with  the 
fulphur,  unites  with  it,  and  pafles  over  fo  combined 
into  the  receiver.  This  fulphurated  ammonia  is  al- 
ways in  a liquid  date.  It  poffelfes  the  fame  general 
properties  as  the  fulphurated  kali,  and  may  be  given 
in  the  fame  cafes,  It  is  proper,  however,  to  notice, 
that  it  has  a much  dronger  and  more  immediate 
efFedt  upon  the  human  body  than  the  common  hepar, 
and  therefore  requires  more  caution  in  the  ufe  of 
it.  From  two  to  five  drops  make  a fufficient  dole 
for  grown  up  perfons. — For  general  remarks  on 
fulphur  the  reader  may  conlult  Detharding  de  Sul- 
phure  prsedautiffimo  bezoardico,  1745.  Reifig  de 
Sulphuris  Ufu  interno,  1768,  and  reprinted  in 
Baldinger’s  Sylloge.  On  the  external  ufe  of  Sulphur, 
fee  Heteroclites. 

" ~^»xg:twn.  1 

Like  the  common  hepar  fulphuris,  the  Sulphure- 
ous Waters  of  ICeddledone,  in  Derbyfhire,  of  Rippon 

and 
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and  Harrowgate,  in  Yorkfhire,  of  Sutton  Bog,  in 
Oxford  (lure,  of  Moffat,  in  Scotland,  &c.  when 
taken  in  the  fmall  quantity  of  a quarter  of  a pint 
once  or  twice  a day  promote  perforation  and  urine  > 
and  hence  are  ferviceable  in  difeafes  of  the  |fcin. 
In  larger  doles  they  are  purgative. 
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H.  EMMENAGOGUES. 

( i ) From  the  Animal  Kingdom . 

Ammonia pr^eparata.  Prepared  ammonia  or 
Volatile  Alkali  (fee  p.  241).  Is  fometimes  given, 
in  the  dofes  mentioned  at  the  page  juft  referred  to, 
in  cafes  of  amenorrhea.  It  is  chiefly  ufed  as  an 
adjund  to  bitters  and  other  emmenagogues. 

Castoreum.  Caftor.  See  Antifpafmodics. 


(2)  From  the  Vegetable  Kingdom. 

Aloe  perfoUata.  Aloes.  (Seep.  184).  As 
an  Emmenagogue,  this  drug  is  given  in  dofes  of 
from  three  to  ten  grains.  Befides  the  prepara- 
tions of  aloes,  mentioned  at  the  page  above  referred 
to,  the  following  efpecially  belong  to  this  place;  viz. 
the  P.ulvis  Aloes  cum  Ferro , Ph.  Lond.  which  conflits 
of  Aloes  one  part  and  a half,  myrrh  two  parts,  ex- 
trad  of  gentian  and  vicriolafied  iron,  each,  one  part. 

Dole, 
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Dofe,  from  fifteen  to  thirty  grains;  the  PiUU 
Aloes  cum  Myrrha , Ph.  Lond.  (formerly  called 
Pilulas  Rufi)  which  confift  of  aloes  two  parts, 
myrrh  and  faffron  each,  one  part,  beat  up  with  a 
Efficient  quantity  of  fyrup  of  faffron.  Dofe,  from 
eight  to  fifteen  grains.  The  PiluU  Aloes  cum  Myrrha , 
Ph.  Ed.  confift  of  aloes  and  myrrh  in  the  fame 
proportions  as  in  the  formula  of  the  London  Col- 
lege, but  with  only  half  the  quantity  of  faffron. 
They  are  beaten  into  a mafs  with  fimple  fyrup.  In 
confequence  of  containing  lefs  faffron,  theEdinburgh 
pills  are  ftronger  than  the  London.  Dofe,  from 
five  to  ten  or  twelve  grains.  The  Tinfiura  Aloes 
ccmpofita,  Ph.  Lond.  (formerly  called  Elixir  Aloes) 
is  made  by  diffolving  focotorine,  aloes  and  faf- 
fron, each,  three  ounces,  in  two  pints  of  tin&ure  of 
myrrh.  Dofe,  a tea  fpoonful.  The  TmRura  Aloes 
cum  Myrrha , Ph.  Ed.  (formerly  called  Elixir  Pro- 
prietatis)  is  made  by  digefting  two  ounces  of 
myrrh  in  rectified  fpirit  of  wine  and  proof  fpirit 
of  wine,  each,  one  pound,  for  the  fpace  of  four 
days,  and  then  adding  aloes,  one  ounce  and  a hal£ 
faffron-  one  ounce,  and  digefting  again  for  two 
days.  Dofe,  from  two  drams  to  half  an  ounce.  The 
TinRura  Alois  Vitriolata , Ph.  Ed.  (formerly  called 
Elixir  Proprietatis  Vitriolicum)  is  made  by  taking 
myrrh  and  aloes,  each,  one  ounce  and  a half,  far- 
fron  one  ounce  ; and  after  digefting  the  myrrh  in 
one  pound  of  fpirit  of  vitriolic  aether  for  the  fpace 

of 
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of  four  days,  in  a cJofe  veflel,  adding  the  aloes 
and  faffron,  and  digefting  again  for  four  days  more. 
Dofe,  one  or  two  drams. 

Ammoniacum.  Gum  Ammoniacum.  (Seep. 
141).  As  an  emmenagogue,  dofe  from  ten  to 
twenty  grains,  or  more.  Seldom  given  with  this 
intention  by  itfelf ; but  advantageoufly  joined  with 
aloes,  extract  of  gentian,  myrrh,  afafoetida,  and  the 
like. 

Anthemis  nobilis.  Chamomile.  Charrmne- 
lum.  (Seep.  173.)  The  infufion  and  extrafl  of 
the  flowers  of  this  herb  are  ufeful  in  cafes  of 
obftrufted  menfes.  Dofe  of  the  Extraftum  Chanue- 
meliy  Pn.  Lond.  et  Ed.  fifteen  grains  or  a fcruple. 
The  ferrum  vitriolatum,  and  other  chalybeates,  are 
frequently  joined  with  it,  as  well  as  myrrh. 

Bubon  Galbanum.  Pentandria.  Digynia. 
Umbellatae.  Frutex.  Africa.  (Galbanum.  Gum- 
mi-refina).  The  juice  which  flows  from  the 
wounded  Hem,  infpifiated  and  concreted  by  the 
heat  of  the  fun.  This  gum-refin  ftimulates  the 
inteftinal  canal  and  the  uterine  fyftem  much  more 
powerfully  than  the  ammoniacum.  It  is  more 
laxative  than  myrrh,  but  lefs  fo  than  aloes.  It  is 
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not  only  ufeful  in  promoting  the  catamenia,  but 
is  likewife  fuited  to  remove  thofe  nervous  and 
hyfterical  fymptons  which  often  precede  and  ac- 
company irregular  and  deficient  menftruation.  Dofe, 
from  twelve  to  twenty  grains.  The  P'inttura  Gal- 
lant, Ph.  Lond.  is  made  in  the  proportion  of  one 
ounce  of  the  gum- re  fin  to  one  pint  of  proof 
fpirit,  digefted  together  for  eight  days.  Dofe,  a 
dram.  The  Pilula  Galbani  compofita , Ph.  Lond. 
(formerly  called  Piluke  Gumnlofe)  confift  of  gal- 
banum,  opopanax,  myrrh,  fagapenum,  each,  one 
ounce,  afafoetida  half  an  ounce,  beat  up  with 
fyrup  of  faffron.  Dofe,  from  fifteen  grains  to  half 
a dram  or  two  fcruples.  This  formula  is  too  com- 
pound. The  opopanax  and  fagapenum  might  be 
very  well  difpenfed  with.  In  the  Pilule  Afxfcetida 
y compofita ?,  Ph.  Ed.  (alfo  called  Piluke  Gummofae) 
we  have  a more  fimple,  and  at  the  fame  time  a 
more  efficacious  formula.  Thefe  pills  confift  of 
galbanum,  afafoetida,  and  myrrh,  each,  one  ounce, 
rectified  oil  of  amber  one  dram,  beat  up  with 
fimple  fyrup.  They  are  ftronger  than  the  galba- 
num  pills  of  the  London  pharmacopoeia  j hence 
from  fifteen  to  twenty  grains  make  a lufficient 
dofe.  Galbanum  is  an  ingredient  in  the  Emplaf- 
trum  Lithargyri  compofitum , Ph.  Lond.  (formerly 
called  Emplaftrum  commune  cum  gummi)  and  in 
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the  Emplaflrum  Gummofum , Ph.  Ed.  See  Antifpaf- 
modics. 


Ferula,  afafcetida.  (See  p.  145).  Afafcetida. 
This  warm,  ftimulating  gum-refin  holds  almoft 
the  firft  place  amongft  emmenagogue  medicines. 
It  is  given  in  dofes  of  ten  or  twenty  grains,  made 
up  into  pills  with  myrrh,  ammoniacum,  and 
bitter  extracts.  It  is  an  ingredient  in  the  Pilule 
Galbani  compofita , Ph.  Lond.  above  mentioned,  and 
the  Pilule  Afafcetida  compofit a , Ph.  Ed. 'of  whicji  the 
compofition  has  juft  been  deferibed  in  the  preceding 
article.  The  Pinttura  Afafcetida , Ph.  Lond.  (for- 
merly called  Tinftura  Fcetida)  is  made  in  the 
proportion  of  two  ounces  of  the  gum-refin  to  one 
pint  of  re&ified  fpirit,  digefted  for  fix  days.  Dole, 
one  or  two  drams.  The  Tinfiura  Afafcetida , Ph. 
Ed.  (alfo  called  Tinctura  Foetida)  is  made  in  the 
proportion  of  four  ounces  of  afafoetida  to  two 
pounds  and  a half  of  reftified  fpirit,  digefted  for  the 
fame  length  of  time.  Dofe,  the  fame.  The  Spiritus 
Ammonia  feetidus , Ph.  Lond.  (formerly  called 
Spiritus  Volatilis  feetidus)  is  made  by  mixing 
together  proof  fpirit  fix  pints,  fal  ammoniac  one 
pound,  afafcetida  four  ounces,  pot-afti  one  pound 
and  a half,  and  with  a gentle  heat  diftilling  off 
five  pints.  In  this  procefs  the  fal  ammoniac 

L 2 undergoes 
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undergoes  a decompofition.  Its  bafis,  the  muria- 
tic acid,  unites  with  the  pot-afh,  and  lets  go  the 
ammonia  or  volatile  alkali,  which  rifes  up  and 
pafTes  over  into  the  receiver  along  with  the  fpirit 
of  wine  impregnated  with  the  afafcetida.  Dofe, 
from  fifteen  to  thirty  or  forty  drops.  The  Spiritus 
Ammonite  fcetidus , Ph.  Ed.  (alfo  called  Spiritus 
Volatilis  fcetidus)  is  made  fimply  by  digefting  in 
a clofe  veffel  for  twelve  hours,  half  an  ounce  of 
afafcetida  in  eight  ounces  of  fpirit  of  ammonia, 
and  afterwards  diftilling  off  eight  ounces,  in  the 
heat  of  boiling  water.  Dofe,  from  fifteen  to  thirty 
drops. 

Helleborus  ntger.  (See  p.  200.)  Black 
Hellebore.  The  extraCt  and  tin&ure  of  this 
plant,  are  given  as  emmenagogues  in  the  dofes 
mentioned  at  the  page  above  referred  to.  The 
lafl  mentioned  preparation,  viz.  the  Tinttura  Helle - 
Uri  nigri  (Tin&ura  Melampodii)  was  a favourite 
medicine  with  Mead  (Monita  et  Praecepta  Medica, 
Tom.  II.  Cap.  xix.  cum  notis  Wintringbam , 1773). 
He  gave  it  in  the  quantity  of  a tea  fpoonful  twice 
a day.  Since  his  time  other  practitioners  have  not 
employed  it  with  the  fame  fuccefs.  Tbe/aurus 
Med.  p.  147. 

• ' J uni- 
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Jcjniperus  Sabina.  Diascia.  Monadelphia. 
Coniferas.  Frutex.  Siberia.  Tartary.  (Sabina. 
Folia).  Savin.  Along  with  its  {Emulating  and 
heating  property,  this  plant  pofleflfes  a great  degree 
of  acrimony,  .on  which  account  confiderable  caution 
is  required  in  the  ufe  of  it.  The  dried  leaves  are 
prefcribed  in  dofes  of  ten  or  fifteen  grains  twice 
a day,  in  thofe  cafes  of  amenorrhaea  in  which 
there  is  a languid  circulation,  {joined  with  in- 
irritability. The  Extrattum  Sabina. ’,  Ph.  Lond. 
may  be  given  in  the  quantity  of  five  or  ten 
grains.  The  dried  leaves  are  an  ingredient  in  the 
Pulvis  Myrrh  a compofitus,  Ph.  Lond.  which  confifts 
of  equal  parts  of  myrrh,  favin,  rue,  and  caftor. 
Dofe,  fifteen  or  twenty  grains.  The  'Tinfiu.ra  Sabin# 
compofitai¥\\.~L.on<\.  (formerly  called  Elixir  Myrrhae 
compofitum)  is  made  by  diflolving  one  ounce  of 
extract  of  favin  in  one  pint  of  tin£ture  of  caftor, 
and  half  a pint  of  tindlure  of  myrrh.  Dofe,  forty 
or  fifty  drops.  JVedel  de  Sabina,  1707  f 

Marrubium  vulgar e,  Didynamia,  Gymnof- 
permia.  Verticillatae.  Indigenous.  (Marrubium 
album.  Herba).  Horehound.  An  infufion  of  the 
herb  coincides  both  in  its  fenfible  qualities  and  in  its 
medicinal  effe&s  with  chamomile- tea. 


Myrrha 
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Myrrha  (fee  p.  147).  Myrrh.  Although 
this  drug,  when  given  by  itfelf,  is  not  powerful 
enough  to  remove  obftrudtions  of  the  menfes, 
even  in  dofes  of  half  a dram  or  more ; yet, 
when  added  to  other  emmenagogues,  it  promotes 
their  operation  ; and  hence  in  thefe  cafes  is  of 

confiderable  ufe. The  following  preparations, 

employed  as  emmenagogues,  in  which  this  gum- 
refin  is  an  ingredient,  have  been  noticed  at 
- the  places  refpedtively  referred  to  j viz.  the  Pulvis 
Myrrha  compofitus , Ph.  Lond.  at  p.  293  ; the 
Pulvis  Aloes  cum  Ferro , Ph.  Lond.  at  p.  287  j the 
Pilula  Aloes  cum  Myrrha , Ph.  Lond.  at  p.  288  j 
the  Pilula  Aloetica,  Ph.  Ed.  at  p.  186  j the  Pilula 
Galhani  compofita , Ph.  Lond.  at  p.  290 ; the 
Pilule  Afafcetida  compofita,  Ph.  Ed.  at  p.  290  ; the 
Pinftura  Aloes  compofit a,  Ph.  Lond.  at  p.  288  the 
P’inffura  Aloes  cum  Myrrha , Ph.  Ed.  ibid  3 and  the 

Finftura  Aloes  vitriolata , Ph.  Ed.  ibid. The 

<Tin£iura  Myrrha , Ph.  Lond.  is  made  by  digefting 
for  eight  days  three  ounces  of  myrrh  in  proof 
fpirit  a pint  and  a half,  and  redtified  fpirit  half 
a pint.  The  Pi nffura  Myrrha,  Ph.  Ed.  is  made 
by  digefting  for  ten  days  three  ounces  of  myrrh 
in  two  pounds  and  a half  of  redtified  fpirit. 
Thefe  tindlures  are  fometimes  given  internally  in 
dofes  of  forty  drops  or  a dram  y but  they  are 

chiefly 


Clafs  T.  EVACUANTS.  H.  EMMENAGOGUES.  2'9 5 

chiefly  employed  in  topical  applications,  fuch  as 
lotions  and  gargles.  See  Antifeptics. 

^ Pastinaca  Opopanax.  Pentandria.  Digy- 
nia.  Umbellatse.  Italy,  Sicily,  and  the  Southern  parts 
ofFrance.  (Opopanax.  Gummi-refina).  Opopanax. 
This  gum-refin  coincides  in  its  general  properties 
with  ammoniacum;  and  where  this  laft,  and  mynh, 
can  be  procured,  it  is  totally  fuperfluous. 

Rheum  palmatum.  (See  p.  205).  Rhabar- 
barum.  Rhubarb.  This  root  may  be  given 
with  advantage  in  fmall  dofes  of  five  or  fix 
grains  joined  with  an  equal  quantity  of  vitriolated 
kali,  twice  a day  for  a week  before  the  expected 
return  of  themenfes,  in  cafes  of  amenorrhaea.  Three 
grains  of  vitriolated  iron  may  alfo  be  added  to  it 
if  it  purges.  Th t Pilula  Rhei  compofita , Ph.  Ed. 
(called  alfo  Pilule  ftomachicae)  are  a ufeful  medi- 
cine in  the  above-mentioned  cafes.  They  confifl  of 
rhubarb  eight  parts,  aloes  fix  parts,  myrrh  four 
parts,  vitriolated  lixiva  (vitriolated  kali)  one  part, 
elfential  oil  of  mint  i-38th  part,  beat  together  with 
fyrup  of  orange-peel.  Dofe,  twenty  or  thirty  grains. 

Rosmarinus  officinalis  (fee  p.  112).  Rofe- 
mary.  An  infufion  of  the  ip  rigs  is  (lightly  erri- 
menagogue. 

Rubia  linftorum.  Tetrandria.  Monogynia.  Stel- 
Jatas,  Southern  parts  ofEurope,  and  by  cultivation  in 

U 4 fome 
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ThTcnli^  N°rthem  Pa,tS'  (Radix^-  Mad*r. 

: r mcal  exPenments  inflated  at  the  Edinburgh 
o pita],  under  the  diredion  of  Dr.  Home. , hate 
ately  brought  into  notice  the  root  of  this  plant,  as 
an  ernmenagogue.  The  phyfician  juft  mentioned 
in  orms  us  (Clinical  Experiments  and  Hiftories,  p. 
422)  that  it  was  what  Tournefort  has  faid  of  this 
vegetable  in  his  Materia  Medica,  that  induced  him 
to  give  it  a trial  ; but  long  before  the  French  bo- 
tamft  made  his  remarks  upon  it,  the  rubia 
tinftorum  had  been  prefcribed  by  Fonjeca  in  ob- 
ftruChons  of  the  menfes.  This  practitioner  gave  a 
large  dofe  of  the  powdered  root  at  the  period 
when  the  catamenia  ftiould  appear ; and  if  this 
did  not  fucceed,  he  repeated  it  again  the  next 
month,  and  fo  on  until  the  defired  effeCt  was 
produced.  In  this  mode  of  exhibition  the  inter- 
vals of  repetition  were  too  diftant.  It  is  certainly 
better  to  give  it  as  Dr.  Home  directs,  in  lefs  dofes, 
luch  as  half  a dram,  three  or  four  times  in  the 
ipace  of  twelve  or  fixteen  hours.  But  even  when 
adminiftered  in  this  manner,  it  difappointed  the 
expectations  of  Cullen  (Mat.  Med.  Vol.II).  Selle 
(New 

Contributions  or  Obfervations  relative  to 
Natural  Hiftory  and  Medicine,  in  the  German 
tongue,  1782)  and  Herz  (Letters  to  Phyficians, 
likevyife  in  the  German  tongue,  fecond  Volume, 
1784).  However,  the  laft  mentioned  author. 
Dr,  Herz , remarks  that,  although  he  has  not  found 

this 
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this  root  powerful  enough  for  removing  obftinate 
obftrudtions  and  fuppreffions  of  the  catamenia,  yet 
he  has  prefcribed  an  infufion  of  it  with  good  effcdt 
in  cafes  of  deficient  and  difficult  menftruation.  The 
pra&itioners  above-mentioned,  have  generally  em- 
ployed this  drug  without  joining  any  other  medicine 
with  it ; but  fome  of  the  neutral  falts,  fuch  as  the 
vitriolated  kali,  feem  to  be  ufeful  auxiliaries.  Vog- 
ler's  (Pharmaca  feledta  obfervationibus  clinicis 
com  probata,  1788)  hsemagogue  powder,  confifts 
of  equal  parts  of  madder-root,  vitriolated  kali,  and 
flowers  of  fulphur.  Of  this  he  gives  fifteen  or 
twenty  grains  three  or  four  times  a day,  in  cafes  of 
amenorrhea,  and  as  he  allures  us  with  great  fuccefs. 
Yet,  after  all,  is  madder,  as  an  emmenagogue, 
fuperior  to  rhubarb  ? It  is  lefs  purgative  than  the 
latter  ; but  in  its  other  efFedts  upon  the  human 
body,  it  coincides  with  it  pretty  exactly  j and  we 
have  reafon  to  believe,  that  rhubarb  given  in  fmaller 
dofes,  and  combined  in  the  manner  above-men- 
tioned with  vitriolated  kali,  is  equally  efficacious 
in  promoting  the  periodical  difcharge  of  blood 
from  the  uterus. 

\ 

Ruta  graveolens.  Decandria.  Monogynia. 
Multifiliquse.  Southern  parts  of  Europe.  (Ederba). 
An  infufion  of  this  herb  in  water,  is  recommended 
by  fome  old  authors  in  cafes  of  amenorrhea ; but 

ftrong 
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ftrong  chamomile-tea  may  at  all  times  fupply  the 
place  offuch  an  inffifion.  The  fame  may  be  faid 
of  the  ExtraElum  Rut a,  Ph.  Lond.  et  Ed.  which  is 
totally  fuperfluous  where  the  Extra&um  Chamse- 
meli  is  to  be  procured. 

If  Sagapenum,  Gummi-refina.  Sagapenum. 
Between  this  gum-refm  and  afafcetida,  there  is  a 
great  affinity.  The  latter,  however,  is  the  ftrongeftj 
fo  that  where  it  can  be  procured,  the  fagapenum 
may  be  difpenfed  with.  Dofe,  from  fifceen  grains 
to  half  a dram.  It  is  an  ingredient  in  the  PiluU 
Galbani  Compojtta,  Ph.  Lond. 


(3)  From  the  Mineral  Kingdom. 

Ferrum.  Mars.  Iron.  For  general  remarks 
on  the  medicinal  properties  of  this  metal,  the  reader 
is  referred  to  the  clafs  of  Tonics.  In  this  place  we 
have  only  to  notice,  that,  in  thofe  cafes  of  amenor- 
rhaea,  in  which  there  is  a weak,  languid,  leucophleg- 
matic  habit  of  body,  chalybeates  have  been  em- 
ployed with  great  advantage,  and  have  frequently 
brought  about  the  menftrual  evacuation,  after 
other  emmenagogues  had  been  tried  in  vain.  For 

this 
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this  purpofe,  iron  has  been  employed  fdmetimes 

( 1)  in  its  reguline  ftate  ; fometimes  (2)  in  the  ftate 
of  a calx  ; and  fometimes  (3)  in  Z-Juline  ftate. 

(1)  The  Ferri  limatura  purlficala,  Ph.  Ed.  is 
iron  in  its  reguline  ftate.  The  iron-filings  are  purified 
by  drawing  them  upwards  through  a fieve  with  a 
magnet.  Dofe,  from  five  grains  to  half  a dram,  made 
into  pills  with  myrrh,  ammoniacum,  or  fome  of 
the  bitter  extrafls. 

(2)  The  officinal  calciform  preparations  of  iron, 
are'  the  Ferri  rubigo  y Ph.  Lond.  et  Ed.  (Ruft  of 
Iron).  It  is  made  by  repeatedly  moiftening  iron- 
filings,  and  expofing  them  to  the  air  till  they  are 
converted  into  ruft,  which  is  rubbed  in  a mortar 
to  a fine  powder.  Dofe,  the  fame  as  that  of  the 
filings.  And  the  f Ferrum  vitriolatum  ufium , Ph.; 
Ed.  (formerly  called  Colcothar  Vitrioli)  which  is 
made  by  urging  exficcated  vitriolated  iron  in  a 
ftrong  fire,  till  it  becomes  of  a deep  red  colour.  It 
may  be  given  in  the  fame  dofes  as  the  rubigo  ferri ; 
and  as  it  coincides  with  it  in  its  effects  upon  the 
human  body,  it  may  be  regarded  as  a fuperfluous 
preparation.  It  is  employed  by  the  Edinburgh 
college  f6r  making  the  ferrum  ammoniatum  j but 
the  rubigo  ferri  would  anfwer  that  purpofe  equally 
well. 


(3)  Among 
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(3)  Among  th tfaline  preparations  of  iron,  are 
to  be  mentioned  the 

(a)  F Eg.  rum  ammoniac  ale,  Ph.  Lond.  Ferrum 
ammoniatum,  Ph.  Ed.  (formerly  called  Flores  mar- 
tiales).  Made  according  to  the  London  pharma- 
copoeia, by  mixing  together  one  part  iron-filings 
with  two  parts  fal  ammoniac,  and  fubjeding  to  fub- 
limation.  According  to  the  Edinburgh  formula, 
it  is  made  by  mixing  together  equal  weights  of  the 
ferrurc)  vitri.olatum  uftum  ^nd  fal  ammoniac,  and 
fubjpding  to  diftillation.  Of  either  preparation, 
the  dofe  is  from  five  to  twelve  grains.  This  may 
be  confidered  as  a triple  fait,  confiding  of  calx  or 
earth  of  iron,  muriatic  acid,  and  volatile  alkali. 
In  the  London  pharmacopoeia,  a tindure,  entitled 
Tinttura  Ferri  Ammoniac  alls ^ is  prepared  from  it, 
by  diffolving  one  ounce  of  this  fait  in  four  ounces 
of  proof  fpirit.  Dofe,  thirty  or  forty  drops.  Thi$ 
is  the  Tindura  martis  aperitiva  Mynfichti. 

(b)  Ferrum  tartarijatum , Ph.  Lond.  Tar- 
tarifedlron.  Confifts  of  calx  or  earth  of  iron  and 
acid  of  tartar.  Is  made  by  mixing  together  into  a thick 
pafte,by  means  of  a little  diftilled  water,  one  part  iron- 
filings  and  two  parts  cryftals  of  tartar,  and  expofing 
the  mixture  to  the  air  for  eight  days  in  an  open 

veifel. 
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vefifel,  and  afterwards  drying  the  fame  and  reducing 
it  to  a fine  powder.  Dofe,  ten  or  fifteen  grains. 

(c)  FeRRuM  vitriolatum , Ph.  Lond.  etEd.  Sal 
Martis.  Sal  Chalybis.  Vitriolum  Ferri.  Vitri- 
olum  Martis.  Vitriolum  viride.  Vitriolated  Iron. 
Salt  of  Steel.  Vitriol  of  Iron.  Martial  Vitriol. 
Green  Vitriol.  Confifts  of  calx  or  earth  of  iron 
and  vitriolic  acid.  This  chalybeate  fait  is  fuccefs- 
fully  employed  in  cafes  of  amenorrhaea  depending 
upon  or  connected  with  diminiftied  energy  of  the 
fanguiferous  veffels.  It  is  given  in  dofes  offiom 
one  to  five  grains,  in  conjundtion  with  myirh, 

rhubarb,  ammoniacum,  aloes,  or  bitter  extradts. 

\ 

(d)  The  Tinttura  Ferri  muriati , Ph.  Lond.  et 
Ed.  Tindture  of  Muriated  Iron  (formerly  called 
Tindtura  Martis  and  Tindtura  Martis  in  Spiritu 
Salis)  is  made,  according  to  the  London  pharma- 
copoeia, by  adding  three  pounds  of  muriatic  acid 
to  half  a pound  of  ruft  of  iron,  and  letting  them 
remain  together  (ftirring  them  every  now  and 
then)  for  three  days,  and  afterwards  pouring  off 
the  liquor  from  thefediment.  This  liquor  is  eva- 
porated to  one  pound,  and,  when  cold,  is  gradually 
mixed  with  three  pints  of  redtified  fpirit  of  wine. 
According  to  the  Edinburgh  pharmacopoeia,  it  is 

made 
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made  by  taking  three  ounces  of  the  fcales  of  iron, 
reduced  to  a powder,  and  as  much  muriatic  acid  as’ 
with  the  help  of  a gentle  heat,  is  fufficient  for  dif- 
ibiving  the  fame  ; and  adding,  when  the  powder  is 
diffolved,  fo  much  reftified  fpirit  of  wine  as  fhall 
make  the  whole  of  the  liquor  to  amount  to  two 
pounds  and  a half.  Of  thefe  tindlures,  the  dofe  is 
from  ten  to  fifteen  drops. 

(e)  The  f Vinum  Ferri , Ph.  Lond.  Steel 
Wine  (formerly  called  Vinum  Chalybeatum)  is 
made  by  digefting  for  the  fpace  of  a month,  one 
ounce  of  iron-filings  in  one  pint  of  Spanifh  white 
wine.  Dofe,  from  a tea  fpoonful  to  a table  fpoon- 
ful.  This  may  be  confidered  as  a weak  folution  of 
tartarifed  iron;  fince  it  is  the  acid  of  tartar  contain- 
ed in  the  wine  that  diflolves  a portion  of  the  iron- 
filings.  In  point  of  ftrength,  it  is  an  uncertain  pre- 
paration, varying  according  to  the  age  and  quality 
of  the  wine.  Hence,  it  is  better  to  prefcribe,  in 
place  of  it,  a given  quantity  of  the  ferrum  tartari- 
' fatum,  which  may  be  more  conveniently  added  to 
molt  forms  of  extemporaneous  compofition.  At 
all  events,  if  this  preparation  is  to  be  retained,  it 
fhould  be  made  after  the  manner  of  fome  of  the 
foreign  pharmacopoeias,  with  Rhenifh  infiead  of 
Spanifh  wine. 

Hydrargyrus 
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Hydrargyrus  (fee  p.  116).  Quickfilver. 
The  triturated  preparations  of  this  metal,  and  efpe- 
cially  the  PiluU  Bydrargyri , Ph.  Lond.  et  Ed.  (fee 
p.  1 1 8)  are  fometimes  prefcribed  with  good  effeCt 

in  obftinate  fuppreffions  of  the  menfes.  In  thefe 
cafes  they  are  given  in  dofes  of  twelve  or  twenty 
grains,  joined  with  ammoniacum,  afafoetida,  or 

aloes. 

% 

Calomelas  (fee  p.  135).  Calomel.  Is  like- 
wife  employed  advantageoufly  in  the  fame  cafes, 
in  dofes  of  from  three  to  five  grains,  combined  with 
rhubarb  and  bitter  extracts. 


Electrisatio.  Electrization.  This  is  one 
of  the  moft  powerful  means  that  can  be  employed 
againft  obftruCted  menftruation.  Drawing  fparks 
twice  a day  from  the  region  of  the  pubes,  will  often 
fuffice  but  fhocks  are  more  to  be  depended  upon. 
When  other  emmenagogues  do  not  readily  fucceed, 
we  fhould  never  negleCt  to  recommend  the  electrical 
machine. 

Bianchini  fur  la  medecine  eleCtrique,  1750. 
Scrinci  de  utilitate  EleCtrifationis,  1751.  Recueil 

fur 
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fur  l’Elefiricite  medicale,  1752,  ,76,.  Unnms 
Confeftana  eleftrico-medica,  .754,  and  reprinted 
in  Haller's  D.iffertationes  Med.  Pratt.  Tom.  I.  and 
alfo  in  the  Amsenitates  Acad.  Vol.  IX. 

Alberti  cte  vi  elettrica  in  Amenorrh.  1764. 
Bucket's  Effay  on  Electricity,  1773.  Birch  on  the 
Efficacy  of  Electricity  in  Female  Obftruttions, 
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53,  9tj 
74, 


173 
Charadrius 


36 
22a 
25  f 
46 
46 
45 
45 

45 

46 

46 
220 

93 

93. 

8 

9 

47 
174 
196 

9 

19 
10 

6 

8 

8 

9 

20 
20 

9 

10 

95 

188 

189 

73 

287 

15 

4 

4 

174 

221 

102 

66 

5 
7 
7 

6 
6 

289 


t 


INDEX* 


3°  7 


Charadrius  cedicnemus 
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Cichorium  endiva  - 

intybus  •— 

Cinara  ~~~T 
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carpio 
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Cucumis  agreftris  — 

203 

Echinus  efculentus 

47 

colocynthis 

195 

Elaterium  — ~ 

203 

melo  

62 

Eledtu.arium  caffise 
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Cynofbatum  . ■ - 

68 
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praparatum 
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64 

31 

Millepeda  

139,  220 

31 

Miftura  camphorata 

253 

88 

hydrargyri 

119 

Motacilla  erythacus 

33 
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60 
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27 
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39 
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44 
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Rheum  palmatum  205, 
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173 
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Scolopax  ruflicola  Page  25 
Scbrodoprafum  — 53 

Scorzonera  hifpanica  57 

Secale  cereal^  7^ 

Scilla  — 1 53?  1/ 7>  23T 

Semicupium  27^ 

Seneka — ?52>  23^ 
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S^rum  ladlis  ■ 

finapinum  243 

tamarindatum  211 
vinofum  243 

Scomber  39 

Sinapis  nigra  92?  178,  23* 
Sifymbrium  nafturtium  52 

Sium  fifarum  *—  5 7 

Smilax  farlaparilla  231 

Soda  239 

phofphorata  - — 218 
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tuberoium  5 7 

Sclutio  plenckiana  1x9 
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Sparus  mxena  39 
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Syrupus  balfamicus  Page  i6r 

colchici  — 114 

ipecacuanhas  175 

rhamni  cathartici  205 

fcillre  r*  1 5 9 

fpinas  cervinae  204 

folutanus  — x6i 


T. 


Tabacum  1x1,203,227 

Tamarindus  21  i 

Tantalus  loculator  25 

Tapir  americanus  19 

Tarandus  — — 6 

Taraxacum 202 

Tartarurn  antimoniale  165 

emeticum  165,  178, 

274 

purificatum  212,  237 
regeneratum  236 

folubile  — 213 

ftibiatum  165 

yitriolatum  214 

Terra  foliata  tartari  236 

Terebinthina  — 228 

Teftudo  ferox  34 

graeca  34 

mydas  33 

Tetrao  coturnix  — 30 

lagopus  30 

perdix  30 

tetrix  29 

urogallus  29 

Tencrium  marum  113 

Thea  97 

Tbeobroma  cacao  81,  102 
Thermae  Aquifgranenfes  280 

Baregienfes  280 

Bathonienles  280 

Briftolienfes  279 

Buxtonienfes  279 

Carolinas  280 

Pifanas  280 

Thymus  vulgaris  92 

Tinea  4 a 
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301 

291 
290 
250 

292 


Tin&ura  rJoca  Page  187 

compofita  288 
cum  myrrha  288 
vitriolata  288 
afae  fastidas  ,291 

ballami  tolutani  161 
benzoini  compofita  160 
cantharidis  220 

ferri  ammoniacalis  300 
ferri  muriati 
feetida  — 
galbant  — 

gttaiaci  — 

hellebori  nigri 

jalapii  193 

mart  is  in  fpiritu  falis 
301 

- mefampodii  292 

myrrhae  — 294 

rhabarbari  206 

compofita  206 
rhei  amara  . — 207 

dulcis  — 207 

cum  aloe  207 
fabinas  compofita  293 
facra  — 186 

fcillae  — 159 

iennae  191 

compofita  1 91 
Trachin us  draco  — 37 

Tragopogon  porrifolium  58 
Tringa  pugnax  — 
fquaratola  — - 

vanellus  — 

Trigla  lyra  — 

Triticum  

Tuber  cibarium  — 

Toluife'ra  balfamum 
Turdus  merula  — 

pilaris  — 

vifcivorus  — 

Tarpethum  minerale 
Tuflilago  


26 
26 

26 

39 

8t 

88 

161 

31 

31 

3» 

126 

163 


Vaccinium  vitis  idsea 

Veratrum  . 

Vicia  faba _ 

Vinum  aloes 


Page  69 
212 
U 
186 


Vinum 


antimonii  179,  265 
tartari&tii  79,275 

ferri  — 3oa 

ipecacuanhse  175 

rhabarbari  207 

rhei  2o7 


burdigalenfe 
campanicum 
maderaicum 
malaccenfe 
portugallicum 

Vifellus  ovi-  

Vitis  apyrena  

vinifera  

Vitriolum  album  

casruleum  — 

cupri  . 

inartis  . 

viride  

zinci  ■ 

Vitrun;  antimonii  — 

ceratum 

Ulrnus 


104 

104 

104 

105 

104 
i°j 
28 
70 
69 
180 
- 180 


301 

301 

180 

265 

266 

2 34 


^ 

Unguentum  calcis  hydrargyri 
albas  127 
citrinum  — 
caeruleum  — 
hydrargyri  • — 
nitrati 


Urfus 
Uvas  pafiae 


130 

121 

121 

I30 

3 

73 


Z. 


Zca  mays  

Zeus  faber  — 

Zincum  vitriolatum 
Zingiber  


84 

- 38 

i8q 
9 5>  I]4 


Vaccinium  myrtillus 
oxycoccos 


68 

69 
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A. 


ACETATED  ammonia 
kali 

Acid  of  benzoin  

Aconite  

Adder  — 

Aerated  kali  ~ 

jEther  nitrous,  fpiritof 
vitiolic  • — 

JEthiops  mineral  i*3j 

Air,  empyreal  — 

inflammable  — “ 

vital 

Ale  , 

Alkali  (fixed)  mineral 
vegetable 

volatile  1 72> 

Umond  


242 

236 

160 

244 
35 
2 35 

238 
163 
129 

162 

163 
162 
10a 

239 

235 

241 

70 


Aloes 


Aloetic  powder 

wine  — 
Ammonia,  acetated 
prepared 
fpirit  of 
water  of 
fulphurated 
Ammoniacal  iron  — 

tin&ure  of 

Ammoniacum  14 1 

milk 

Anchovy  — 

Anifeed  -■  ■— 


184,  287 

185 

186 

242 
172,  241 
:72»  24* 

17a,  241 
284 


300 

300 

289 

I4t 

41 

JJ* 


Anifeed  oil  of 

Page  152 

fpirit  of  — 

— 1 52 

Antimonial  powder 

270 

wine  179, 

265,  275 

Antimony  

263 

butter  of 

213 

calcined 

— 269 

crocus  of 

272 

muriated 

213 

precipitated  fulphurof 

O H 

tartarifed 

I 65,  174 

vitrified 

265 

Apple  — 

67 

Apricot 

65 

Ardent  fpirits  — 

— 1°  5 

Artichoke,  common 

5° 

jerufalem 

55 

Arum  

• 142 

emullion  of  — — 143 

conferve  of 

— 143 

Afa  fcetida  — 

I45>  291 

Afarabacca  — • 

1 10,  223 

Aflr,  manna  — 

— ! 196 

Afparagus  

- 49 

Afles  milk  — 

18 

B. 

* 

Bacon  — - 

— — 20 

Balfam  of  copaiva 

145 

Ballam 
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Balfam  of  pevu 

of  fulphur 

Barbel  

Banana  . 

Barberry 

Barilla  ' 

Barley 

fugar 

water  - 

Bath,  hot  . 

tepid 

vapour  — 

Bath  water  

Bean,  broad  — 

kidney 

Bear  

Bearsfoot  — 

Beccafico  

Bee  

Beef  

tea  

Beer  . — 

Beet  — 

Benzoin  . 

Bernacle  

Bilberry  

Bifon  — 

Bitterfweet  

Blackbird  

Black  game  - 

hellebore 

Bleak  

Bleffied  thiftle  — _ 

Boar,  domeftic  - 

wild  — 

Botargo  

Brambling  

Brandy  

Bread  — . 

barley  — 

maize  — 

oaten  • 

rye  

wheaten  — 

Bread-fruit  

Bread  rut  

Briftol  water  

JJrimftone  168, 


74> 


Bream 

Broom  - 

Broth,  chicken 
veal 
viper’s 
Bryony 
Buckthorn 
Buckwheat 
Buffirio 
Bunting 
Burdock 
Butter 

milk 

Buxton  water 


2 C. 

5 

3 Cabbage  - 

r Calcined  antimony  - 
2 quickfilver 

5 Calomel  135,  168,  2 

1 Camphor  - , 

Carrot  . 

Carp  . 

Caflada  

Cafiia  

Cafan  

Cafhew-nut  — — 

Caftor  - , 

Cavy  - 

Cayenne  pepper  

Caftor  oil  

Caviar  _ 

Cerated  glafs  of  antimony 

Celery  . 

Chaffinch  . 

Chamois  . 

Chamomile  

Cheefe  

Cherry  . 

Chefnut  

Chicken  — . 

Chocolate  (drink)  — 

(nut)  — 

Chub  

Cinnabar  — — 


50 

- 269 

124 
I(5>  3°3 

251 

55 
42 

56 
188 

4 

71 

287 

4 

93 

208 

43 

266 

49 

32 

7 

*73 

1 5 
66 

7 3 

27 

81 

loz 

42 

129 


Cinnamorj 
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Cinnamon  — 

Pag*  93 

Cloves  ■■  ~~ 

95 

Cocoa  (drink) 

— 102 

(nut)  — 

— 7* 

Cockle 

- 47 

Codfifh 

— 37 

Coffee 

IOT 

Cole  wort  — 

— 50 

Colcothar 

299 

Colocynth 

195 

Coltsfoot 

— 1 62 

Conferve  of  arum 

— 143 

fquill 

— 157 

Contrayerva  — - 

— 249 

Copaiva 

— 145 

Copper,  vitriolated 

— 180 

Coro,  guinea 

— 85 

indian  — - - 84 

Cow’s  milk  — 

— — 1 1 

Crab  — 

— 45 

Cranberry  — 

— 69 

Crawfifh  — 

— 46 

Crefs,  garden 

— 51 

water  

— S'1 

Crofsbill  

31 

Cucumber  — • 

— 63 

CurafTow  

— 27 

Curlew  — 

— 26 

Currant,  dried 

70 

black  — 

68 

red  — 

68 

Cyder  

105 

D. 


Dace  42 

Dandelion  — *—  202 

Dates — 64 

Becodtion  of  barley  — 74 

broom  — 2 10 

burdock  221 

elm  — 234 

rhododendron  261 

farfapariila  232 

feneka  — 152 

Dory  — — 38 


Dotterel  PaSe  26 

Dragonet  3^ 

Duck,  common  * • 2 3 

mufcovy  — ' 23 

wild  *3 


E. 


Eel  common  - 35 

conger  — 3& 

fand  — — 3^» 

Eggs  28 

Elder  black  — 209 

dwarf 2°9 

Eledtricity  3°3 

Eledluary  of  caffia  — ' 188 

lenitive,  * 89 

fcammony  194 

fenna  — • 189 

Elixir  of  aloes  — ■ 288 

paregoric  — 1 60 

Elk  5 

Elm  234 

Emetic  tartar  — 165,  274 

Endive  — 5© 

Extradt  of  black  hellebore  201, 

292 

of  chamomile  289 

ofjalap  — 192 

of  myrrh  150 

of  rue  — • a"9 

offavin  — 293 

oflenna  — 189 


F, 

Fallow-deer  — 7 

Fieldfare  — — 31 

Fig  — — — 63 

Filbert  — — 73 

Fir,  fcotch  229 

Fifhglue  44 

Fixed  alkali  — — 235 

Flamingo  — — 25 

Flotc 
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Flote  fefcuc  grafs  — Page  85 

Flounder  38 

Foxglove  145,  224 

Flowers  offulphur  169,  219,  282 


Hare 


Page  $ 

- 241 


Frog 
Fruits 
FucuiTes 


34 

58 

87 


G. 


Galbanum 

Gallinule 

Gamboge 

Garlic 

Gin 


289 

26 

198 

S3 

106 


Hartfhorn,  fait  of 

fpirit  of  241 

volatile  liquor  of  241 

Hawfinch  . 3 { 

Hedge  fparrow  — — _ 33 

Hellebore,  black  300,  292 
white 

Herring  - 

Hips  ___ 

Hog,  indian 
mexican 
Honey 


Horehound 

Horferadifh 


212 

41 
68 
21 
211 

183 
293 

54,  92 


45  > 


Ginger  

95 

Glafs  of  antimony 

265 

J.  & J. 

Glauber’s  fait  ■ ■ 

219 

Goat,  domeftic  — 

8 

Jaculator  — ■ ..  , 

wild  

9 

Jamaica  pepper  — 

Godwit  

25 

Jalap  

Golden  fulphur  of  antimony  264 

James’s  powder 

Goofe,  common  — 

23 

Jerusalem  artichoke 

folan  

24 

Ibis  — ■ 

Goofeberry  — ; 

68 

Iceland  liverwort 

Grape 

69 

Indian  corn 

Grayling  — — 

4i 

Infuiion  of  foxglove 

Green  finch  

3i 

of  ipecacuanha 

Groats  

72 

of  rhubarb 

Grofbeak  ■ -■  • 

31 

of  fenna 

Groufe,  black  - ■ 

- 29 

of  tamarinds 

red  

29 

Ipecacuanha  

wood  - 

29 

Iron  

Gruel  

72 

ammoniacal  — — 

Guaiacum  — 

Gudgeon  - — 

Guinea-corn 
hen 

pepper 

pig  ~ 

Gum  ammeniacum 


249 

42 

29 

93 

4 

141 


muriated 
ruft  of 
tartarifed 
vitriolated 
Ifinglas  fifh 
Juniper 


H. 


K. 


Haddock 


3 7 


Kali  acetated 
aerated 


38 

93: 

192. 

j6' 

25! 
86 
841 
224| 
17  5 
20  s 
190 
2111 
175 
298’. 
3001 
2991 
301 
299 
300) 
301 
431 
227 


236 

235 

Kali 
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Kali  citrated 

Page  236 

limoniated 

236 

nitrated 

23  7>  263 

prepared 

235 

fulphurated 

170,  283 

tartarifed 

— 213 

vitriolated 

— 214 

Kanguroo 

* 3 

Kermes  mineral 

264 

Kid  

8 

Kidney  bean 

76 

L. 

9 

Lampern  — — 

44 

Lamprey  

44 

Lapwing  ■ — 

26 

Lark  - - — 

31 

Lavender  

HI 

Leek 

53 

Lemon  ■ 

60 

Lettuce  

51 

Ling  ■ 

38 

Liquorice  

146 

Livers  of  fulphur 

283, 

284 

Liverwort,  iceland 

86, 

146 

Lizard  

34 

Loach  

40 

Lobfter  — 

45 

M. 

Macaroni  84 

Mace  94 

Mackrell  39 

Madder  . 295 

Magnefia  aerated  — 2r  t', 

burnt  2i  6 

pure  — at  6 

vitriolated  2r  7 

white  — st6 

Maize  84 

Malt  >,4 

liquor  — i0J 


Manna  — — 

feeds 
Marmalade 
Marmot  — 

Mare’s  milk 
Martial  flowers 
Maftic  — 

Mead  

Meadow  faffron 
Medlar  — 

Mercury,  fee  Quickfilver. 

Metheglin  

Melon  

Mezereon  

Milk,  afles  — ■ — 

cow’s  


Page  196 
85 
67 
4 
17 
300 

• 1 3 

4J 

223 


I4J, 


45 

62 
248 
38 
1 1 


goat’s 
mare’s 
flieep’s 
fugar  of 

Millet 

Monkfliood 

Moor-hen 

Morell 

Mulberry 

Mullet  — 

Mulhroom 

Mufk 

Mulfel 

Mallard 

whey 

Mult 

Mutton 

Myrrh 


8 

18 

9 

16 

76 
244 
26 
88 
64 
4 1 
87 
24J 
47 
9» 
243 
70 

9 

147 


N. 


Natron,  muriated 

phofpborated 

prepared 

tartarifed 

vitriolated 

Nitre  

Nutmeg  ■ 


218 
218 
— 240 

214,  240 
2x9 
237,  263 
94 


Oats 


320 


index 


o. 


Oats 

Oil,  olive 
fa  lad 
Ointment,  bltte 


Page  71 
95 
95 

12  I 


of  the  white  ealx  of 


quicldilver 
yellow  — 
Onion  — 

Opopnnax  - — 

Opoffiim  

Orange,  china  

feville  

Orchis-root 
Ortolan  • 

Ox 

Oxymel  of  meadow  fafFron 
of  iquill 


127 

130 

53 

395 

3 

60 

61 

56 

33 

10 

143 

158 


P. 


Palma  chrifti  - 267 

Paregoric  elixir  - 160 

Parfley  - 49 

Parfnep  - 37 

Partridge  - 30 

Pea  - 77 

Peacock  - - 27 

Pear  - - 67 

Pearl  allies  - 235 

Peccary  - 21 

Pediluviunt  - 278 

Pellitory  - - 115 

Pepper,  black  and  white  92 

cayenne  - 93 

guinea  - 93 

jamaica  - 93 

long  - 93 

Perch  - 39 

Perry  - * 67,  103 

Pheafant  - 29 

Pigeon  - *■  30 

Pike  - - 41 

Pickles  * 90 

Pills  of  aloes  186,  288 


Page  2 Ox 
145 


1 18, 


Pills,  Bacher’s 
of  the  gums 
of  quick  (liver 
of  rhubarb 
of  fquill 
Pine  apple 
Piper-fi(h 

Piftachio*  nut  j. 

Plaife 

Plantain-tree  i 

Plover,  baflard 
golden 
green 
grey 
(lone 

Plum 
Pochard 
Polenta 
Pomegranate 
Pork 

Port  wine 
Porter 

Potatoe,  common 

fpanilh  — 

Potafb 

Poultry  i 

Powder,  aloetic 

of  afarabacca 
of  ccntrayei  va 
dover’s  177, 

of  ipecacuanha  177,237 
fternutatory  no 

fudorific  177,  257 
Prawn  - 46 

Precipitated  fulphur  :69,28a 
of  antimony 
1 61,  264 

Prepared  kali  - 2 35 

Preferves  - 91 

Prunes  - - 65 

Puffin  - 24 

Purllane  - ji 


185, 


315 

295 

157 

59 

39 

77; 

38 

64 

26 

26 

25 

26 
25 
64 
33 
84. 
66 
20 

Jo  5 
J°3 
55 
57 
235 

27 
287 
1 10 
249 

25> 


Qi 


Quail 

Quick  111  ver 


* 30 

1 1.6 

Quick  lilver. 


INDEX 


Quickfilver  calcined  Page  124 
muriated  13 1 

mild  135,21 6 
nitrated  125 

fulphurated  black  123 
red  129 
triturated  118,215 
vitriolated  114,  126 
white  calx  of  127 
Quince  67 


R. 


Rabbit  — 

Raddilh  

Raifin  

Rafpberry 
Razor-bill  — 

Rattlefnake-root 
Red  tail  . — 

Red-game  — 

Redftart  — 

Regenerated  tartar 

Rein-deer 
Relin  — — 

Rhubarb  

Rhododendron 

Rice  * 

Ricinus,  oil  of 

Roach  

Roccambole 
Rochelle  fait 
Roebuck  — 

Rook  

Rofemary  — — 

Rud  

Rue  — - — 

Rum  — 

Ruft  of  iron 
Rye  - — 


5 

— 57 

— 70 
68 
24 

152,  230 
S3 
30 

33 

— z36 
■ 6 

229 
20 St  29 5 
257 
75 
207 

43 

53 

' 214 

7 

22 

1 1 2,  295 

43 

297 

I06 

299 

78 


s. 


S^gapenum  298 

Sage  92 

Y 


321 


Sago  

Page  86 

Sallad  oil  

95 

Salep  

56 

Salfafi  - 

58 

Salt,  bitter  purging 

217 

fixed  alkaline 

235 

of  hartlhorn  — 

172,  241 

diuretic  

— 236 

common  

- 218 

epfom  

217 

glauber’s  

219 

rochelle  

— 214 

fea  

218 

of  fteel  

30 1 

of  tartar  — 

2 35 

volatile  of  fal  ammoniac  1 72 

Salmon  — — 

40 

Sandlaunce  

3<5 

Sarfaparilla  

231 

Safiafras  

2 55 

Savin  

293 

Scammony  

194 

Sea  fal  t 

218 

Semicupium  

278 

Seneka  

152,  230 

Senna  — 

1 89 

Shad 

4i 

Shallot  

1 52 

Sheep  . 

9 

Shrimp  

46 

Skate  

44 

Skirret  

57 

4 I 

Snake-root  — — 

- 245 

Snail  

48 

Snipe  

25 

Snow-bunting  — 

— 32 

Soap  

219 

Soda  • 

— 239 

Solan  goofe  

24 

Sole  

38 

Soluble  tartar  . 

- 214 

Sorrel  — 

S ooins  _ 

72 

Soup,  beef 

I X 

turtle 

Spanilh  fly  . 

- 220 

potatoe  — 

55 

Sparrow 

312 


INDEX 


Sparrow  

Sprat  — 

Spinage  . 

Spirit  of  ammonia 
of  hartfhorn 
of  mindererus 
of  nitrous  aether 
of  fal  ammoniac 

of  wine  

Squill 

Squirrel  — * — 

Stag  

Starch  ■ 

Starlet  

Steel,  fait  of  - — 

wine  

Sturgeon  

Stone  chatter  

Strawberry  

Succory  

Sugar  

of  milk  — 

Sulphur 


Page  zi 
4i 
5* 

— 24a 

241 

2 42 
138 

242 

>53 

4 

6 

” 81 

43 

301 

302 
43 
33 
63 
54 
20 
16 


168,  319,  28l 

Sulphurated  ammonia  283 
antimony  263,  264 
kali  170,  283 

quickfilver  123, 


Surmullet 

•Swallow  — 

Swan  . 

Swine  

Syrup  of  balfam  of  tolu 
of  buckthorn 
of  colchicum 
of  garlic 
of  ipecacuanha 
of  lquill  — 
of  meadow  faffron 


Tamarinds 
Tapir 
Tapioca 
Tar 
water 

Tartar  emetic 

cryftals  of 


39 
33 
22 
20 
1 61 
2 04. 
I44 
Mi 
*7  5 
J59 
M4 


Tartar,  fait  of 
foluble 
vitriolated 
Tartarifed  antimony 
kali 
iron 
natron 
foda 

Tea  

Teal  

Tench  

Thru  fli  1 

Thyme 


Tindure  of  aloes  Jfl, 

of  aloes,  compound  28? 


Page  23s 
214 
214 
l65>  274. 
214 
300 

- 2141 

214 

"*  97 

23 
41 
31 
92 
187 


Tobacco 

Torlk  . 

Trout  _ 

Trufle 

Turbith  mineral 

Turbot  

Turnep  — 

Turkey 
Turpentine 
Turtle,  green 
land 


of  afafetida 
of  black  hellebore 

of  benzoin 
of  cantharides 
ofgalbanum 
ofguaiacuin 
of  iron  — . 

of  jalap  — _ 

of  myrrh  — 
of  rhubarb 

of  favin  

of  fenna  

of  ihake-root 
of  fquill 


29! 

2.00, 

292 
1 60 
220 
290 
250 

301 

193 

294 

206 

293 
191 


III, 


— 2 3 

Ml*  22 


II4>  1: 


Vapour-bath 
Veal  


278 

10; 


Vegetable 


INDEX. 
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Vegetable  alkali  Page  233 

Venifon  6 

Vermicelli  — — 83 

Viper  35 

Viper’s  grafs  5 7 

Vine 69 

Vinegar  7°>  ^9 

Virginian  fnake-root  245 

Vitrified  antimony  265 

Vitriol,  blue  *8° 

of  copper  180 

green  — 3Q 1 

of  iron  — 3°i 

white  ■ — 1 8c> 

of  zinc  180 

Vitriolated  kali  • — 214 

iron  — 301 

magnefia  217 

natron  ■ — 219 

quickfilver  114,  126 
tartar  — 214 

Vitriolic  tether  — 163 

Volatile  alkali  171,241 


liquor  ofhartfborn  241 
fait  of  ammoniac  j 7 1 

W. 


Wakerobin  — 143 

Walnut  — 75 

Water  96,  277 

of  acetated  ammonia  242 
of  ammonia  171,  241 

Aix  la  Chapelle  - — 280 
Barege  — 280 

Bath  — 280 

Briftol  279 

Buxton  — 279 

Carlfbad  — 280 

Cheltenham  — 218 

Epfom  — 218 

lea  2 1 8 

fulphureous  283 

Water  crefs  — . 33 

Water  hen  . 26 

Water  rail  * 26 


Wheat  Pag, 

f 8r 

ear 

33 

Weaver  

37 

Whey,  cheefe 

16 

muftard  — 

243 

tamarind  — • 

21 1 

wine  — - — 

243 

Whiting  

41 

Whin  chat  • 

33 

White  calx  of  quickfilver 

127 

hellebore 

2!  2 

magnefia  — 

216 

vitriol  

1 80 

Whortleberry  

69 

Wigeon  — 

23 

Wine  7°» 

104 

of  aloes 

186 

of  antimony  179, 

265 

burgundy 

104 

cape  ■ ■ - 

IO4 

champagne  

IO4 

of  ipecacuanha 

175 

claret  

IO4 

hock  

IO4 

of  iron  — — 

302 

maderia  — 

104 

port 

104- 

rhubarb  

203 

tartari led  antimony  179 

'.275 

Wolf’s-bane 

244 

Woodcock  — ■ 

2 5 

Woodpecker  — 

2* 

Wormwood,  fait  of  — 

235 

Y. 

Yams  • 

55 

Yellow-hammer  

32 

mercury  

126 

ointment  

1 30 

z. 

Zinc,  white  

1 80 

•vitriolated  

180 
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ADVERTISEMENT  f 


Since  the  publication  of  the  firft  Volume  of 
this  work,  four  years  have  elapfed.  The  Author 
will  not  detain  the  Reader  with  explaining  the 
caufes  of  this  interruption ; but  will  rather  affign 
the  reafons  why  he  has  thus  fent.  forth  a part  only 
of  the  fecond  Volume,  without  waiting  until  the 
whole  Ihould  be  ready  for  the  prefs.  He  has 
been  induced  fo  to  do  by  the  confederation  that 
if  he  had  withheld  this  part  longer,  he  Ihould 
have  heightened  the  difpleafure  already  incurred 
with  the  purchafers  of  the  firft  Volume.  If  his 
other  engagements  have  prevented  him  from 
bringing  the  work  to  a conclufion  now,  one  ad- 
vantage will  refult  from  it ; viz.  more  opportunity 
will  be  allowed  for  inveftigating  and  determining 
the  powers  and  ufes  of  some  new  and  not  yet  fully 
tried  remedies,  belonging  to  the  important  Claffes 
of  Antifpafmodics  and  Narcotics.  Thefe,  with  the 
Claffes  of  Stimulants,  Anthelminthics  and  Hetero- 
elites,  together  with  fome  fupplementary  pages 
relative  to  the  neceffity  of  altering  and  amending 
■ 3 r the 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


the  Materia  Medica  conformably  to  the  progrefs 
and  improvements  in  Natural  Hiftory,  Chemiflry, 
Phyfiology,  and  Clinical  Practice, — Ihowing  that 
this  branch  of  medical  knowledge  is  capable  of 
being  raifed  to  a • pitch  of  conlideration  far 

above  that  which  it  has  hitherto  attained will 

make  up  the  remaining  part  of  this  volume. 

To  thofe  who  have  not  purchafed  the  former 
volume  it  may  be  proper  to  notice,  that  the  plan 
of  the  work  is  there  detailed,  with  the  reafons  for 
undertaking  it  j and  that  in  addition  to  the  Ali- 
mentary Subftances,  that  volume  contains,  Clafs  I. 
Evacuants,  fubdivided  into  eight  feCtions  s viz . 
Errhines,  Sialagogues,  Expectorants,  Emetics, 
Cathartics,  Diuretics,  Diaphoretics,  and  Emme- 
nagogues. 

This  part  of  the  fecond  Volume  contains, 
Clafs  II.  Emollients — Clafs  III.  Abforbents— 
Clafs  IV.  Refrigerants — Clafs  V.  Antifeptics — 
Clafs  VI.  Aftringents — and  Clafs  VII.  Tonics. 

As  fome  perfons  may  be  diflatisfied  with  the 
4 fuppreffion 
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fuppreffion  of  the  Author’s  name,  he  willies  it  to 
be  underftood  that  it  is  his  intention  to  affix  it  to 
the  concluding  part  of  the  work. 

N.  B.  This  mark  denotes  inferior  efficacy, 
inertnefs,  fuperfluity. 


London , April  8,  1802. 
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TABULAR  VIEW 


OF 

THE  CONTENTS  OF  CLASS  II. 

EMOLLIENTS. 


A.  Diluents. 

( i j From  the  Animal  King- 
dom. 

Jus  Carnis  Bubula?  dilutum. 
Beef  Tea. 

Jus  P ullinum  dilutum. 

Chicken  Water. 

Serum  Ladis.  Whey. 

(2)  From  the  Vegetable 
Kingdom. 

Infufum  Melijfee.  Balm- 
Tea. 

Infhfum  Thecs,  CommonTea. 
Decodum  Avena?.  Gruel. 

' Hordei.  Barley 

Water. 

B.  Demulcents. 

( X ) From  the  Animal  King- 
dom. 

Acipenfer  Hufo.  The  If  n- 
glas-fffi. 

Helix  Pomatia.  The  Gar- 
den Snail. 

Phyfeter  Macrocephalus. 

The  Spermaceti  Whale. 

(2)  From  the  Vegetable 
Kingdom. 

Althaea  Officinalis.  Marffi. 
mallow , 

Amygdalus  Communis.  The 
Almond . 

Vol.  II, 


B.  Demulcents. 

Aftragalus  Tragacantha. 
Tragacanth  or  Goats - 
thorn. 

Avena  Sat’vva.  The  Oat. 

Cycas  Circinalis.  The  Sago- 
Palm. 

Glycyrrhiza  Glabra.  Li- 
quorice. 

Hordeum  Difichon.  Barley. 

Iatropha  Ianipha.  Caf- 
fada.  Tapioca. 

Lichen  Ifandicus,  Iceland 
Liverwort.  Iceland 
Mofs. 

Linum  Uftatiffimum.  Flax. 

1 Malva  Sylvejlris.  'Com - 
mo?i  Mallow. 

Maranta  Arundhiacea.  In- 
dian Arrow -root. 

Mimofa  Nilotica.  Gum 
Arabic. 

Olea  Europe  a.  The  Olive. 

Orchis  Mafcula.  Salep. 

Pyrus  Cydouia.  The 
Quince. 

Triticum  Fyberman, Wheat. 

T ufiihgo Fa} fara.  Coltsfoot. 

Cera.  Wax. 
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CLASS  II. 


EMOLLIENTS.  A.  DILUENTS. 

r 

T1Y  Diluents  we  underftand  weak,  aqueous 
liquors  with  various  impregnations.  In 
fome  inftances  the  impregnation  is  of  a nutritious 
quality,  fuch  as  the  vegetable  and  animal  decoc- 
tions hereafter  mentioned ; in  others,  it  is  merely 
aromatic,  as  in  the  inftance  of  various  infufions. 

When  treating  of  the  alimentary  properties  of 
Water  (Yol.  I.  p.  96)  we  noticed  the  necefiity  of 
dilution,  to  a certain  degree,  in  the  bufinefs  of 
nutrition;  we  may  here  remark,  that  there  is  an 
equal,  if  not  a greater,  necefiity  for  it,  in  the 
bufinefs  of  healing.  On  how  many  occafions  do 
medicines  fail  of  their  intended  effedt,  if  water  be 
not  copioufly  given  with  them  ?.  This  is  particu- 
larly the  cafe  with  fuch  medicines  as  belong  to  the 
orders  of  Cathartics,  Diuretics,  and  Diaphoretics; 
and  it  is  upon  this  principle,  chiefly,  that  the 
beneficial  operation  of  Mineral  Waters  is  to  be 
explained.  Of  fuch  waters  the  mineral  impreg- 
nation is  often  very  flight;  but  being  in  a ftate  of 

B 2 extreme 
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extreme  divifion,  aided  often  by  a high  tempera- 
ture, it  produces  falutary  changes  upon  the  dif- 
eafed  body,  which  could  not  be  effe&ed  by  the 
fame  mineral  ingredient  adminiftered  in  larger 
quantities,  but  in  a lefs  diluted  ftate.  See  Saunders 
on  Mineral  Waters  1800. 


( 1 ) From  the  Animal  Kingdom . 

Jus  Carnis  Bubulas.  Beef-tea.  SeeVol.  I.  p.  u. 

Jus  Pullinum  feu  Gallinaceum,  Chicken 
Water  or  Broth.  Ibid.  p.  27. 

Serum  La&is.  Whey.  Ibid.  p.  16. 

* 

(*)  From  the  Vegetable  Kingdom . 

Infufum  Melilfae.  Balm- tea. 

. 1 

Infufum  These,  Common-tea. 

Decodtum  Avense.  Gruel.  See  Vol.  I.  p.  72. 

\ 

Decodtum  Hordei.  Barley-Water.  Ibid.  p.  74. 

All  thefe  preparations  are  of  great  ufe  in  fevers, 

and 
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and  in  certain  morbid  conditions  of  the  inteftinal 
canal  and  urinary  pafiages  ; but  in  many  of  the 
above-mentioned  cafes  toaft  and  water  (Infufum 
panis  tofti)  or  even  pure  water  will  anfwer  as  well. 
In  the  fouthern  parts  of  Europe  and  in  the  warm 
climates  phyficians  frequently  allow  no  other 
beverage  to  their  fever-patients  for  days  and  even 
weeks,  but  common  water.  Though  fuch  a 
practice  followed  up,  to  it's  full  extent,  may  not 
fuit  the  ordinary  fevers  of  this  climate;  yet,  as 
we  fhall  have  occafion  to  remark  under  Refrige- 
rants, it  may  be  adopted  in  part  with  the  greateft 
advantage. 

* / 

To  produce  the  defired  effeft  it  is  obvious 
that  the  above-mentioned  liquids  mud  be  taken 
in  confiderable  quantities. 
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B.  DEMULCENTS. 

(a)  From  the  Animal  Kingdom. 

Acipenser  Hufo.  The  IfingUs  fifh.  Ichthyo- 
colla.  See  Vol.  I.  p.  43,  44. 

* > 

Helix  Fomatia.  The  Snail.  Ibid.  p.  48. 

*([  Sperma  Ceti.  Sevum  Ceti.  A fuety  fub- 
ftance  found  in  a peculiar  cavity  exifting  in  the 
head  of  a fpecies  of  whale,  termed  Phyfeter 
Macrocephalus . It  pofiefies  all  the  properties  of 
common  fat  and  exprefled  oils  ; and,  like  them, 
is  incorporated  with  aqueous  liquors  by  means  of 
mucilage  of  gum  arabic  or  yolk  of  egg.  In  this 
Hate  of  combination  it  is  prefcribed  where  the 
alimentary  canal  is  pained  and  irritated  by  its 
acrimonious  contents,  or  the  urinary  paffages  by 
calculous  concretions.  We  pafs  over  its  exhibi- 
tion in  pulmonary  afredtions.  Allured  by  its 
beautifully  white,  finning  appearance  and  cryftal- 
lized  form,  pradtitioners  have,  for  a long  period 
of  time,  given  an  undue  preference  to  this  fpecies 
of  fat:  Whereas  it  pofieffes  no  advantages  over 
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the  common  expreffed  oils,  which  by  reafon  of 
their  fluidity  are  more  readily  combined  (through 
the  intervention  of  mucilages)  with  aqueous  vehi- 
cles j and  which  (being  kept  in  veflfels  bettei 
clofed)  are  not  fo  liable  to  become  rancid  and 
naufeating. 

( 2)  From  the  Vegetable  Kingdom. 

Althaea  Oficinalis.  Monadelphia  Folyandria. 
Columniferae.  Indigenous.  (Radix.  Folia.) 
Marfh mallow.  Half  an  Ounce  of  the  root  boiled 
in  a pint  of  water  to  half  a pint,  yields  a fweetifh 
mucilaginous  decodlion. 

The  Deco  cl  urn  Allhcc<e>  Ph.  Ed.  is  made  by 
boiling  marilimallow-root  four  ounces,  raifins 
ftoned,  two  ounces,  in  feven  pounds  of  water 
down  to  five  pounds.  The  filter’d  liquor  after 
Handing  till  it  fettles  is  to  be  poured  off  for  ufe. 
A tea-cup  full  of  this,  and  the  preceding  decoc- 
tion, may  be  given  in  the  fame  cafes  in  which  the 
almond-milk,  decodlion  of  barley  and  linleed  in- 
fufion  are  prefcribed.  There  is  a Syru-pus  Yllthatf 
both  in  the  Lond.  and  Ed.  Ph.  It  is  prepared  by 
adding  to  the  decodlion  of  the  root  a fufficient 
quantity  of  lugar.  It  might  be  difpenfed  with. 
The  leaves  were  formerly  ufed  in  decodlions  for 
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cly-fters  and  fomentations.  In  the  Lond.  Ph.  the 

theffp lace!"  COmm°n  mall°W  ^ fubftitUted 

Amygdalus  Communis.  Icofandria  Monogynia 
Pomace,  Arbor.  A natiVe  of  Africaf^^ 
naturalized  by  cultivation  to  the  Southern  parts  of 
Europe.  (Amygdala  dulces.)  The  Almond. 
Sweet  almonds.  Thefe  kernels,  freed  from  their 
ms  by  maceration  in  hot  water,  yield,  when 
properly  triturated  with  water,  a milky  liquor  or 
emulfion.  In  the  Lac  Amygdala. , Ph.  Lond.  an 
ounce  and  a half  of  almonds,  and  half  an  ounce 
of  double-refined  fugar,  are  ‘ triturated  with  two 
pints  or  water.  In  the  Emulfio  Communis , Ph.  Ed. 
the  blanched  almonds  are  triturated  with  water 
alone,  in  the  proportion  of  one  ounce  of  the 
former  to  two  pounds  and  a half  of  the  latter. 
The  almond  emulfion  prepared  with  gum  arabic 
of  this  Pharmacopoeia  is  termed  Emulfio  AraUca, 
and  will  be  mentioned  under  the  article  Mimofa. 
Thefe  milky  liquors  conftitute  an  ufeful  beverage 
in  cafes  of  he&ic  fever,  dyfury,  (whether  .excited 
by  cantharides  or  from  other  caufes)  in  Pone  and 
gravel,  and  in  fome  affections  of  the  inteftinal 
canal.  TinCture  of  opium  is  often  joined  with 

them.  A tea- cup  full  or  more  may  be  taken  for 

a dole. 
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The  Oleum  Amygdala  may  in  like  manner  be  in- 
corporated with  water  by  means  of  gum  arabic  or 
any  other  mucilage ; alfo  by  means  of  alkalis. 
Thus  combined  it  is  given  in  the  fame  cafes  as  the 
almond  emulfion.  It  is  fome  times  given  in  the 
form  of  a lin&us,  mixed  up  with  conferves,  and 
other  faccharine  and  mucilaginous  fubftances.  In 
fome  cafes  of  colic,  as  alfo  where  a (tone  is  im- 
pacted in  the  gall  dud,  it  may  be  given  by  itfelf ; 
or  only  with  the  addition  of  laudanum  to  prevent 
vomiting,  an  effed  to  be  guarded  againft  in  the 
colic.  Where  pcifons,  efpecially  metallic  poi- 
fons,  have  been  fwallowed,  feveral  tea-cups  full  of 
this  oil  may  be  given,  until  the  ftomach  is  emp- 
tied. Laftly,  it  is  occafionally  (though  not  fo  fre- 
quently as  olive-oil,  which  is  cheaper)  added  to 
emollient  clyfters. 

Astragalus  Tragacantha.  Diadelphia.  De- 
candria.  Papilionaceas.  Southern  parts  of  Eu- 
rope. Frutex.  Succus  gummofus  e trunco  et 
ramis  ftillans,  foie  aereque  exficcatus.  (Gummi 
tragacantha.)  Tragacanth  or  Goat’s-thorn.  Gum- 
tragacanth.  This  gum  is  lefs  foluble  in  water  than 
gum  arabic,  and  forms  with  it  a much  thicker 
mucilage  ; which  on  this  account  is  better  adapted 
for  making  dry  fubftances  into  pills  and  bolufes, 
and  for  fome  other  pharmaceutical  purpofes,  than 
the  arabic  gum.  It’s  medicinal  ufes  are  the  fame 
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as  thofe  of  the  miraofa  nilotica,  which  fee.  It  is 
an  ingredient  in  the  Trochijci  Amyli  and  Trochijci 
Gly  cyrrhiza 3 Ph.  Lond.  which  fee  under  their  re- 
jpe&ive  heads.  The  Pulvis  Tragacanthce  compfitus , 
I h.  Lond.  confifts  of  tragacanth,  gum  arabic  and 
ft  arch  j each  one  ounce  and  a half,  double  refined 
fugar,  three  ounces,  rubbed  together  into  a 
powder.  Half  a drachm  or  more  may  be  given 
for  a dofe.  It  is  fometimes  mixed  up  with  fyrups 
into  the  form  of  a linflus,  and  prefcribed  in 
catarrhal  and  phthifical  cafes.  The  Mucilago  Tra- 
gacantha3  Ph.  Lond.  is  made  by  difTolving  with  a 
gentle  heat  half  an  ounce  of  the  gum  in  ten  ounces 
of  water.  The  Mucilago  Gummi  Tragacanth<e3 
Ph.  Ed.  is  in  the  proportion  of  one  ounce  of  the 
gum  to  eight  ounces  of  boiling  water.  After 
macerating  for  twenty-four  hours,  the  lolution  of 
the  gum  is  promoted  by  trituration,  and  is  after- 
wards pafled  through  a linen  Itrainer. 

A vena  Sativa.  Triandria.  Digynia.  Gra- 
mina.  The  Oat.  The  decodlion  (called  Gruel) 
prepared  from  the  feeds  freed  from  their  hulks 
(in  which  ftate  they  are  termed  Groats  or  Groots) 
is  an  ufe ful  demulcent  beverage  in  febrile  affec- 
tions, in  cafes  of  cholera  and  dyfentery,  and  in 
.various  diforders  of  the  urinary  palfages. 
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Cycas  Circinalis.  C.  revoluta.  Sago.  See 
Vol.  I.  p.  86. 

Glycyr-rhiza  Glabra.  Diadelphia  Decancina. 
Papilionacete.  Southern  parts  of  Europe.  (Li- 
quiritla.  " Radix.)  Liquorice.  This  fweet  muci- 
laginous root  is  frequently  added  to  decoctions  of 
other  demulcent  vegetables,  and  given  in  heftic 
and  phthifical  cafes.  It  is  an  ingredient  in  the 
Decorum  Hordei  compcfitum , Ph.  Lond.  (fee 
Hordeum)  and  in  the  Trochijci  .Amyli,  Ph.  Lond. 
From  the  Succus  Spijfatus  velExtraftum  Glycyrrhiza , 
mixed  together  with  an  equal  quantity  of  double- 
refined  fugar,  and  about  a feventh  part  of  the 
whole  compofition  of  gum  tragacanth  (with  water 
enough  to  form  a pafte)  are  formed  the  Trochijci 
Glycyrrhizse,  Ph.  Lond.  formerly  called  Trochijci 
Bechici  Nigri.  ' Black  peftoral  troches.  The  Tro- 
chijci Glycyrrhiza , Ph.  Ed.  are  compoled  of  extraft 
of  liquorice,  gum  arabic,  each,  four  parts,  double- 
refined  fugar  eight  parts.  Thefe  ingredients  are 
diffolved  in  warm  water  and  filter’d ; the  liquor  is 
then  evaporated  in  a gentle  heat  until  it  becomes 
of  a confidence  proper  for  forming  troches. 
Thefe  are  more  mucilaginous  than  the  troches  of 
the  London  Pharmacopoeia,  which  fome  may 
deem  a fufficient  advantage  for  the  additional 
trouble  incurred  in  their  preparation.'  As  their 
old  name  denotes,  they  are  defigned  for  catarrhal 

4 and 
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and  phthifical  cafes.-There  are  moreover  in  the 
td.  Ph.  the  Trochifci  Glycyrrhiz * cum  Opio,  pre- 
paie  by  triturating  two  drachms  of  opium  with 
half  an  ounce  of  the  tinfture  of  balfam  of  tolu, 
until  the  opium  is  diffolved,  and  then  gradually 
adding  eight  ounces  of  common  fyrup  and  five 
ounces  of  extras  of  liquorice,  foftened  with  warm 
water.  Whilft  the  whole  is  being  well  mixed 
together,  five  ounces  of  powdered  gum  arabic  are 
to  be  gradually  added.  The  mafs  is  then  to  be 
dried  till  it  becomes  fit  for  making  troches,  of 
wmch  each  fhould  weigh  ten  grains.  Thefe  are 
fuited  to  the  fame  cafes  as  the  preceding.  PFedel 
de  Giycyrrhiza.  1717. 


Hordeum  DiJHchon.  Triandria  Digynia.  Gra- 
mma. Barley.  The  decorticated  feeds,  termed 
Pearl  Barley  (Hordeum  perlatum)  boiled,  in  the 
proportion  of  two  ounces  to  four  pints  of  water, 
until  this  lafc  is  reduced  to  two  pints,  yield  the 
Decorum  Hordei,  Ph.  Lond.  (Aqua  Hordeata. 
Barley  Water.  Deco&ion  of  Barley.)  In  the 
Decccfum  Hordei , Ph.  Ed.  the  proportions  are  two 
oz.  of  barley  to  five  pounds  of  water  to  be  reduced 
by  boiling  to  one  half.  In  both  Pharmacopoeias  it 
is  directed  chat  the  barley  be  firlt  walked  with  cold 
water,  and  then  boiled  for  a little  while  in  about 
hah  a pint  or  water.  This  being  thrown  away, 
tlw  above-mentioned  quantity  of  boiling  water  is 

then 
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then  added.  It  is  given  in  unlimited  quantities, 
in  the  fame  cafes  as  the  Lac  Amygdala  and  JDecoc- 
Uiin  Avena. 

The  Decottum  Hordei  compofitum , Ph.  Lond. 
(DecoCtum  PeCtorale)  is  prepared  by  boiling  in 
two  pints  of  the  (fimple)  DecoCtion  of  Barley 
and  one  pint  of  water,  two  ounces  of  raifins, 
{toned,  two  ounces  of  figs,  diced,  and  half 
an  ounce  of  liquorice- root,  diced  and  bruifed. 
The  whole  is  boiled  down  to  two  pints,  and 
{trained.  The  quantity  of  liquorice  in  this  pre- 
paration is  too  inconfiderable  to  be  of  any  ufe.  It 
would  be  an  improvement,  if  the  raifins  were 
omitted,  and  a quadruple  proportion  of  the  liquo- 
rice added. — It  is  given  in  doles  of  a tea-cup  full 
in  phthifical  and  other  pulmonic  affections,  joined 
with  opiates  to  counteract  its  laxative  effects. 

Iatropha  Manihot  & I.  Ianipha  Tapioca.  See 
Vol.  I,  p.  56. 

' - ■ v ( 

Li  chen  IJlandicus.  Cryptogamia  Algae. — Algse. 
Iceland,  Lapland,  SwifTerland,  England,  and  other 
northern  parts  of  Europe.  (Mufcus  idandicus.) 
Iceland  Liverwort.  Iceland  Mofs.  This  like  all 
the  lichens  abounds  in  mucilage  j but  at  the  fame 
time  it  podeffes  a bitter  principle,  which  fhould  be 
feparated  from  it  before  it  is  adminidered  as  a 

demul- 
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demulcent ; though  this  principle  is  defirable 
where  it  is  given  with  other  intentions,  as  we 
fhall  have  occafion  to  notice  under  Tonics.  It  is 
freed  from  its  bitternefs  by  maceration  in  warm 
water  for  twenty-four  hours;  after  which  it  is 
boiled  in  a frefh  quantity  of  water,  in  the  propor- 
tion of  one  ounce  of  the  lichen  to  two  pints  of 
water,  kept  on  the  fire  until  it  is  reduced  by 
evaporation  to  one  pint.  Of  this  a tea-cup  full  is 
given  frequently  in  cafes  of  heftic  fever,  phthifis 
pulmonalis,  dyfentery,  and  feurvy.  References 
will  be  made  to  writers  on  this  ufeful  vegetable 
under  the  clafs  of  Tonics. 

Linum  UfitatiJJimum . Pentandria  Pentagynia. 
Gruinales.  Indigenous.  Suppofed  by  fome  to 
have  been  derived  from  Egypt  (Semen)  Flax. 
From  the  feeds  of  this  plant,  called  linfeed,  decoc- 
tions and  infufions  are  prepared  (in  the  proportion 
of  half  an  ounce  of  the  feed  to  a pint  of  water) 
and  given  in  catarrhal  and  pleuritic  affebiions,  in 
ftrangury,  in  done  and  gravel,  and  in  colicky  and 
dyfenteric  conditions  of  the  inteftinal  canal.  The 
decobtion  is  likewife  adminidered  clyderwife  ; in 
which  cafe  a larger  proportion  of  th'e  feed  may  be 
ufed.  To  thefe  preparations  opium  is  frequently 
added.  This  fort  of  clyder  is  very  ufeful  in 
tenefmus  and  abrafions  of  the  intedines.  See 
Thefaurus  Med . p.  154.  The  bruifed  and  boiled 

feeds 
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feeds  are  further  ufed  in  poultices. — The  expieffed 
oil,  called  linjeed-oil  ( Oleum  e Jeminibus  Uni ) pof- 
felfes  the  fame  properties  and  may  be  ufed  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  Oleum  Amygdala.  It  has  been 
given  by  itfelf  with  good  effett  in  cafes  of  pleu- 
rify,  peripneumony,  haemoptyfis,  ileus,  colica  pic- 
tonum,  dyfentery,  and  nephritis.  In  fome  of  theie 
cafes  feveral  ounces  of  the  oil  have  been  taken  at 
a dofe,  repeated  two  or  three  times  in  a day. 
But  in  ileus,  and  the  fpecies  of  colic  juft  men- 
tioned, the  oleum  ricini  is  preferable.  De  Haen 
Rat.  Med.  Degner  de  Dyfenteria. 

i . 

Malva  Sylvejlris.  Monadelphia  Polyandria. 
Columniferae.  Indigenous.  (Folia.)  Common 
Mallow.  The  dried  leaves  are  an  ingredient  in 
the  DecoAum  pro  Enemate , Ph.  Lond.  formerly 
termed  DecoAum  commune  pro  clyfiere.  In  fome  of 
the  foreign  Pharmacopoeias  it  enters  into  the 
deco&ions  for  fomentations.  For  all  medicinal 
purpofes  it  is  inferior  to  the  Marfh mallow  ; and 
ought,  therefore,  to  have  been  expunged  from 
the  new  materia  medica  lifts  of  both  Pharmaco- 
poeias. 

Mar  ant  a Arundinacea.  Monandria  Monogy- 
nia.  Scitamineae.  South  America,  and,  by  tranf- 
plantation,  Weft-Indies.  Indian  Arrow-root.  The 
ftarch  prepared  from  the  root  of  this  plant,  and 

fold 
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fold  under  the  name  of  Arrow-root  powder' 
yields  with  boding  water  a good  mucilage,  which 
is  a common  remedy  in  the  Weft-Indies  in  diar- 
rhoeas and  dyfenteries.  It  may  be  occafionally 
flavoured  with  fugar,  wine  and  fpices.  A tea- 
ipoon  full  of  the  arrow-root  powder  will  render 
half  a pint  of  boiling  water  fufficiently  mucila- 
ginous; thofe  who  wifh  to  make  a jelly  of  it, 
may  add  a double  quantity  of  the  powder;  See 
Dr.  Jas.  Clark's  Account  of  the  comparative 
quantities  of  amylaceous  matter  yielded  by  dif- 
ferent vegetables  growing  in  the  Weft-India 

lflands ; in  Dr.  Simmons'  Med.  Fads  and  Obferva- 
tions,  Vol.  VU. 

Mimosa  Nilotica.  Polygamia  Moncecia.  Lo- 
mentaceae.  Arbor.  Arabia,  Egypt,  and  Senegal. 
Succus  gummofus  ex  cortice  trunci  promanans 
lole  aeieque  exflccatus,  Gummi  Arabicum  didtus. 
Gum  Arabic.  This  gum  affords  a pure  and  ex- 
cellent mucilage. 

It  is  applicable  to  various  medicinal  and  phar- 
maceutical purpofes.  When  diffolved  in  a proper 
quantity  of  water  and  duly  fweetened  with  fyrup, 
it  forms  a ufeful  demulcent  in  hoarfeneffes,  tick- 
ling coughs  and  phthifis  pulmonalis ; as  well  as  in 
diarrhoeas,  dyfenteries,  ftrangury,  ftone  and  gravel, 
and  ardor  urine.  In  thefe  cafes  opiates  .are  ad- 
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vantageoully  joined  with  it.  In  pharmaceutical 
operations,  it  is  employed  to  render  oils,  balfams, 
and  refins,  mifcible  with  aqueous  liquors.  It  is 
an  ingredient  in  the  Pulvis  Tragacantha  compofitus , 
Ph.  Lond.  which  we  have  already  noticed ; and  in 
the  Trochifci  Arabici  and  Trochifci  Glycyrrhizay 
Ph.  Ed.  The  latter  have  been  already  defcribed 
under  the  article  Glycyrrhiza;  the  former,  viz. 
the  Trochifci  Arabici  (formerly  termed  Trochifci 
Bechici  Albi)  confift  of  gum  arabic  four  ounces, 
Ilarch  one  ounce,  double-refined  fugar  one  pound ; 
all  which  being  well  rubbed  together,  are,  with 
the  help  of  a fufficient  quantity  of  rofe  water, 
made  into  troches  to  be  given  in  the  fame  cafes 
as  the  Trochifci  Glycyrrhiza  before-mentioned.  The 
Mucilago  Arabici  Gummi,  Ph.  Lond.  is  made  by 
diffolving  four  ounces  of  the  gum  in  eight  ounces 
of  water;  while  the  Mucilago  Gummi  Arabici , 
Ph.  Ed.  is  prepared  with  equal  quantities,  by 
weight,  of  the  gum  and  water,  and  is  afterwards 
pafled  through  a linen  ftrainer.  Thefe  mucilages 
are,  like  that  of  the  gum  tragacanth,  chiefly  ufed 
for  pharmaceutical  purpofes ; but  they  may  be 
given  alone  or  combined  with  fyrups  and  other 
additions,  in  the  dole  of  half  an  ounce  or  fix 
drams.  The  Emulfio  Arahica, , Ph.  Ed.  is  the 


Emulfio  Communis  of  that  Pharmacopoeia  with 
the  addition  of  two  ounces  of  the  mucilage  of 
gum  arabic  to  two  pounds  and  a half  of  the  afore  - 
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faid  emulfion.  It  is  given  in  the  fame  cafes  and 
in  the  fame  dofes  as  the  Ample  emulfion. 

/ 4 

Olea  Europ<ea.  Olive-oil.  Salad-oil.  (See 
Vol.  I.  p.  174.)  This  is  given  alone  and  vari- 
oufly  combined,  in  the  fame  cafes  and  in  the  fame 
dofes  as  the  Almond-oil.  Being  cheaper  than  the 
latter,  it  is  more  frequently  employed  in  the 
preparation  of  emollient  clyfters,  ointments  and 
cerates. 

* • / i 

• 

Orchis  majcttla.  Gynandria.  Diandria.  Or- 
chidete.  Indigenous.  (Radix  Salep  didta.)  Salep. 
The  dried  pulverized  root,  of  this  and  feveral 
other  fpecies  of  orchis,  gives  out  a pleafant  muci- 
lage to  boiling  water.  The  proportions  Ihould 
be  half  an  ounce  of  the  former  to  a quart  of  the 

. A 1 

latter.  This  has  been  adminiftered  with  good 
cffedt  in  diarrhoea,  dyfentery,  ftrangury,  Hone  and 
gravel,  hedtic  fever,  and  phthifis  pulmonalis. 
(Vol.  I.  p.  56.)  A jelly  is  alfo  prepared  from 
falep,  by  fteeping  one  drachm  thereof  in  four 
ounces  of  hot  water,  and  afterwards  fqueezing  it 
through  a cloth  ftrainer.  This  may  be  fweetened 
and  aromatized  at  pleafure.  Percival’s  Effays  and 
Lind  on  Difeafes  incidental  to  Europeans  in  Hot 
Climates. 

• 1 

• 1 

Pyrus  Cydonia.  Icofandria.  Pentagynia. 

Pomaceas 
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Pomaceas.  Arbor.  Cultivated  in  Northern  Eu- 
rope, but  a native  of  Crete.  (Semen.  Cydo- 
niorum  Semina.)  Quince-feed.  From  the  feeds 
of  this  fruit,  hot  water  extra&s  a mucilage } 
which  being  in  no  refpeft  different  from  the  other 
mucilages  already  defcribed,  may  well  be  dif- 
penfed  with.  There  is  in  the  new  Pharmacopoeia 
of  the  London  College  a Mucilago  Cydonii.  One 
drachm  of  the  feeds  is  direfted  to  be  boiled 
gently  in  eight  ounces  of  water  for  ten  minutes* 
and  then  ftrained.  The  mucilages  of  gum  arabic 
and  gum  tragacanth  render  this  quite  fuperfluous. 

Triticum  hybernum.  Triandria.  Digynia* 
Gramina.  Suppofed  to  have  been  introduced 
from  Sicily.  (Tritici  Semen,  Amylum  ex  eodem 
prasparatum)  Wheat  and  Jiarch  prepared  there- 
from. Diffolved  in  hot  water,  ftarch  yields  a 
ftrong  mucilage,  which  is  advantageoufiy  admi- 
niftered  by  the  mouth  and  per  anum  in  diarrhoeas 
and  dyfenteries.  As  a mucilage  it  is  likewife 
ferviceable  in  phthifical  and  he&ic  cafes.  Hence 
it  is  an  ingredient  in  the  Trochifci  Amyli,  Ph.  Lond. 
and  in  the  Trochifci  Arabici , Ph.  Ed.  The  latter 
have  been  already  defcribed  * the  former  confift  of 
ftarch  one  ounce  and  a half,  Liquorice-root  fix 
drachms.  Iris-root  half  an  ounce,  double-refined 
fugar  a pound  and  a half.  All  thefe  ingredients 
being  rubbed  together  into  a powder  are  to  be  made 

. ,0  _ 
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into  troches  by  means  of  mucilage  of  tragacanth. 
The  iris,  as  the  College  fuggefts,  may  be  omitted. 
The  Mucilago  Amyli , Ph.  Lond.  is  made  by  tri- 
turating three  drachms  of  ftarch  with  a pint  of 
water,  and  afterwards  boiling  for  a fhort  time. 
The  Mucilago  Amyli , Ph.  Ed.  is  prepared  (in  the 
fame  manner)  with  half  an  ounce  of  ftarch  to  a 
pound  of  water.  This  mucilage  is  ufed  clyfter- 
wife  in  diarrhoeas  and  dyfenteries.  To  fuch 
clyfters  laudanum  is  often  advantageoufly 
added. 

Tussilago  Farfara.  Syngenefia.  Polygamia. 
Superflua.  Compofitas  Difcoidete.  Indigenous. 
(Folia  et  Flores)  Coltsfoot.  A deco&ion  of  this 
herb  has,  on  account  of  its  mucilaginous  proper- 
ties, been  recommended  in  catarrhal  and  phthifical 
cafes.  (Thejaur.  Med.  p.  154)5  alfo  in  ferophu- 
lous  ulcerations.  Fuller  Med,,  Gymnaftica. 


Cera.  Wax.  This  fubftance  is  Collected 
from  certain  parts  (chiefly  from  the  pollen  of  the 
antherae)  of  vegetables,  by  bees.  As  it  is  not, 
like  honey,  taken  into  their  bodies,  there  to  be 
concofted  and  in  fome  degree  animalized  and 
afterwards  ejetted,  it  may  properly  enough  be 
ranked  among  the  vegetable  produces. 

1 It 
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It  is  given  internally  in  cafes  of  obftinate  diar- 
rhoea and  dyfentery,  combined,  by  means  of  foap, 
with  aqueous  and  mucilaginous  liquors,  fo  as  to 
form  a fort  of  emulfion.  Thejaur.  Med.  p.  152. 
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THE  CONTENTS  OF  CLASS  III. 


ABSORBENTS. 


( 1 ) From  the  Animal  Kingdom. 
Ammonia  praeparata.  Prepared 

Ammonia. 

Volatile  Salt  of  Ammoniac. 
Aqua  et  Spiritus  Ammoniae. 
Water  and  Spirit  of  Ammonia. 
Spirit  of  Salt  Ammoniac. 
Liquor  Volatilis  Cornu  Cervi. 
Volatile  Liquor  of  Hartjhorn. 

Spirit  of  Hartjhorn. 

Cornu  Cervi  Ufium.  Burnt 
Hartjhorn. 

Cancer  Pagurus.  The' Crab. 

V.  Ifis  nobilis.  Red  Coral. 

* Oftrea  edulis.  The  Oyfier. 
Spongia  officinalis.  Spunge. 

(2)  From  the  Vegetable  King- 

dom. 

Kali  pusparatum.  Prepared 
Kali.  Fixed  Vegetable  Al- 
kali. Salt  of  Tartar. 

Lixiva  purificata.  Purified 
Jixiva.  Fixed  Vegetable 
Alkali.  Salt  of  Tartar. 
Aqua  Kali  preeparati.  Water  of 
Prepared  Kali.  Ley  of  Tartar^ 


Aqua  Kali  puri.  Water  of 
Pure  Kali.  Soap-ley. 

(3)  From  the  Mineral  King- 
dom. 

5 Bolus  Gallicus.  French  Bole. 

Bolus  Armenus.  Armenian  Bole. 

Terra  Lemnia . Lemnian  Earth. 

Calx  <vinja.  Quick-lime. 

Creta  presparata.  Prepared 
Chalk. 

Pulvis  Creta:  compofitus.  Cbm. 
pound  Powder  of  Chalk. 

Pulvis  Cretae  compofitus  cum 
Opio.  Compound  Powder  of 
Chalk  with  Opium. 

Trochifci  Cretae.  Chalk  Tro- 
ches. 

Miftura  Cretacea,  Chalk  Mix- 
ture. 

Magnefia.  Magnefia. 

Natron  praeparatum.  Prepared 
Natron. 

Soda  purificata.  Purified  Soda 9 

Fixed  Mineral  Alkali, 
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ABSORBENTS. 

THE  fubftances  which  belong  to  this  clafs, 
are  elpecially  adapted  to  fuch  diforders  of 
the  ftomach  and  inteftinal  canal,  as  proceed  from, 
or  are  connected  with,  acidity  in  thofe  parts. 
Hence  they  are  frequently  prefcribed  in  the  diar- 
rhoeas of  children  and  old  people.  It  fhould  be 
remarked,  however,  that  much  abufe  prevails  in 
regard  to  their  exhibition ' in  the  difeaies  of  chil- 
dren; where  complaints  are  often  aggravated 
rather  than  relieved  by  them.  There  is  even 
reafon  to  fufpedt,  that  they  fometimes  lay  the 
foundation  for  mefenteric  obftrudtions  and  other 
vifceral  mifchief.  In  like  manner  they  not  unfre- 
quently  prove  hurtful  in  the  dyfenteric  affedtions 
of  adults,  in  confequence  of  being  given  at  too 
early  a period  of  fuch  attacks ; thereby  caufingto 
be  pent  up  and  retained  what  ought  to  come 
away.  Hence,  in  the  adminiftration  of  medi- 
cines of  this  clafs,  more  judgment  and  circum- 
fpedtion  are  required,  than  is  generally  imagined. 
The  common  error  is,  to  begin  with  them  too 
loon,  and  to  continue  them  too  long. 

, C 4 ( i ) From 
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(i)  From  the  Animal  Kingdom. 

Ammonia  praparata,  Ph.  Lond.  et  Ed.  (See 
Vol.  I.  p.  172.)  Volatile  Alkali.  From  five  to 
twelve  grains  of  this  alkaline  fait,  joined  with  ten 
or  fifteen  grains  of  pulverized  ginger,  are  fome- 
times  given,  in  aqueous  vehicles,  in  gouty  acidi- 
ties of  the  ftomach.  In  fimilar  cafes,  and  in  fome 
convulfive  diforders  of  children  connefled  with 
acidity  of  the  primas  viae,  are  prefcribed  the 
Aqua  et  Spiritus  Ammonia , Ph.  Lond.  et  Ed. 
(p.  173  and  242,  Vol.  I.)  The  former  is  given 
to  adults  in  dofes  of  thirty  to  fifty  drops ; to  chil- 
dren, in  dofes  of  three  to  fix  drops  : of  the  latter 
(viz.  the  fpiritus  ammonite)  half  the  before* men- 
tioned quantities  will  generally  fuffice.  In  fimilar 
cafes  and  dofes  may  be  exhibited  the  Liquor  Vola- 
tile Cornu  Cervi , Ph.  Lond.  and  Aqua  Ammonia  ex 

OJJihus , Ph.  Ed. From  the  Cornu  Cervi  Ufium 

(Burnt  Hartfhorn)  is  prepared  the  Decottum  Cornu 
Cervi , Ph.  Lond.  (formerly  called  Decotfhim 
Album.)  Two  ounces  of  burnt  hartfhorn  and  fix 
drachms  of  gum  arabic,  are  boiled  in  three  pints 
of  water  down  to  a quart,  the  decoftion  being 
conftantly  flirred.  Of  the  {trained  liquor  a tea- 
cup full  may  be  taken  at  pleafure  in  diarrhoeas 
attended  with  acidity  and  acrimony  of  the  intef- 
final  canal.  The  Cornu  Cervi  Uftum  is  an  ingre- 
dient 
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dient  in  the  Pulvis  Opiatus , Ph.  Lond.  which  con- 
fifts  of  one  part  purified  opium,  and  nine  parts  burnt 


hartfhorn.  Dofe  from  five  to  ten  grains.  It'  is 
given,  like  the  Decodtum  Cornu  Cervi,  in 
diarrhoeas, 


Cancer  Pagurus.  Infedta  Aptera.  In  the 

European  feas.  (Chelae  Cancrorum)  Crabs* 

Claws.  The  Claws  are  prepared  for  medicinal 
ufe  by  pulverization,  levigation,  ablution  with 
hot  water,  and  fubfequent  exiiccation  upon  chalk, 
blotting  paper  being  interpofed  between  ,fhe  levi- 
gated claws  and  the  chalk.  Dofe  half  a drachm  or 
more,  in  the  fame  cafes  as  the  Creta  Prseparata, 
which  fee.  They  are  the  principal  ingredient  in 
the  Pulvis  Chelarum  Cancri  compofitus , Ph.  Lond. 
which  confifts  of  Crabs’  claws  one  pound,  chalk 
and  red  coral,  each  three  ounces.  Dofe  half  a 
drachm  or  two  fcruples.  The  Coral  is  a fuper-r 
fluous  ingredient  in  this  compofition.  It  fhould  be 
thrown  out,  and  a double  quantity  of  chalk  fub- 
Ilituted  in  its  place, 

IT  ISIS  nob ilis.  Vermes.  Zoophyta,  Medi- 
terranean. (Corallium  Rubrum.)  The  Red  Coral. 
Crabs’  claws  render  this  an  unneceftary  addition  to 
the  lift  of  the  materia  medica.  It  is  not  to  be 
found  in  the  Edinburgh  catalogue  j and  it  will 

doubtlcfs 
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doubtlefs  be  expelled  from  the  London  Pharma- 
copoeia, on  the  next  revifion  of  that  work. 


Ostrea  edulis.  Vermes.  Teftacea.  In  the 
Europaean  Seas.  ( OJireum . Telia.)  The  Oyller. 
It’s  Ihell  is  prepared  in  the  fame  manner,  and 
given  in  the  fame  dofes,  as  the  chelae  cancri.- 
The  one  may  be  indifferently  ufed  for  the  other, 
and  perhaps  there  is  no  occalion  for  both.  The 
calcined  fhells  have  been  recommended  by  fome 
phyiicians  for  the  preparation  of  lime-water;  but 
for  this  purpofe  they  deferve  no  preference  over 
common  quick-lime. 

Spongia  officinalis.  Vermes.  Zoophyta.  Me- 
diterranean. Burnt  fpunge  (spongia  ulla)  feems 
to  owe  its  beneficial  operation  (mollly  flight 
and  uncertain)  in  fcrophulous  diforders,  partly  to 
its  alkaline  and  partly  to  its  carbonaceous  nature. 
Perhaps  the  firft-mentioned  property  may  contri- 
bute to  the  folution  and  diffufion  (in  the  human 
body)  of  its  coaly  matter.  It  i-s  given  (made  into 
a bolus  or  lozenge)  in  dofes  of  a lcruple  or  half  a 
drachm,  twice  a day.  Thefaur.  Med.  p.  351. 
What  would  be  the  effedl  of  larger  dofes  joined 
with  a fmall  quantity  of  opium,  to  prevent 
purging  ? Hufeland  makes  a lixivium  of  it,  and 
joins  bitters  and  narcotics  with  it. 


(2)  From 
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(2)  From  the  Vegetable  Kingdom. 

Kali  praparatum,  Ph.  Lond.  Lixiva  purificata, 
Ph.^Ed.  (Alkali  Vegetabile  Fixum.)  Prepared 
Kali.  Purified  Lixiva.  Fixed  Vegetable  Alkali. 
Salt  of  Tartar.  (See  Vol.  I.  p.  235.)  Dififolved 
in  water,  this  alkaline  fait  has  been  administered 
with  good  effeCt  in  acidities  of  the  Stomach  and 
inteftinal  canal,  and  in  convulfive  affections  there- 
with connected.  In  the  laft-mentioned  cafes  it  is 
joined  with  opium,  and  applied  alfo  externally  in 
the  form  of  a bath.  (Stutz  in  Hufeland’s  Journal, 
and  in  the  Medical  and  Phyfical  Journal,  Vol.  V.) 
In  the  fame  manner  this  alkali  has  been  given  with 
fuccefs  to  rickety  children.  ( Thejaur . Med.  p.  159.) 
In  larger  dofes  it  is  often  fuccefsfully  employed 
when  acid  and  mineral  poifons  have  been  Swal- 
lowed. The  aerated  Solution  of  it,  well  known 
under  the  name  of  Aqua  Mephitica  Alkalina  (Ibid, 
p.  103 — 105)  is  an  efficacious  remedy  in  calculous 
complaints.  This,  however,  belongs  rather  to 
the  clafs  of  Diuretics.  In  the  diforders  above-men- 
tioned the  Kali  praparatum  may  be  given  to  chil- 
dren in  dofes  of  from  one  to  five  grains,  diffolved 
in  mucilaginous  and  Saccharine  liquors ; to  adults 
in  dofes  of  five  to  fifteen  grains.  When  combined 
with  fixed  air  or  carbonic  acid,  as  in  the  above- 
mentioned  aqua  mephitica  alkalina,  a larger  quan* 

tity 
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tity  of  the  kali  (for  inftance  a fcruple)  may  be 
given  at  a time.  For  the  fame  purpofes  as  the 
fait  itfelf,  may  be  tiled  the  Aqua  Kali  Pr<eparatit 
Ph.  Lond.  (Lixivium  Tartari)  which  is  nothing 
more  than  the  kali  brought  into  a flate  of  deli- 
quefcence,  or  liquidnefs,  by  expofure  in  a,  damp 
place  j but  as  the  ftrength  of  this  is  apt  to  vary, 
it  is  perhaps  better  to  ufe  definite  quantities  of  the 
prepared  kali  and  water  in  its  place.  Dofe,  to 
adults,  fifteen  or  twenty  drops  in  any  appropriate 
vehicle. 


Aqua  Kali  Puri , Ph.  Lond.  Aqua  Lixivia  Caujiica , 
Ph.  Ed.  (Lixivium  Saponarium.  Lixivium  Cau- 
fticum.  Soap-ley.)  This  is  obtained  by  de- 
aerating (or  rendering  c&uftic)  prepared  kali  (or 
purified  lixiva)  by  means  of  quick-lime  and  water, 
and  afterwards  filtrating  the  liquor.  In  the  Lond. 
Formula  there  are  fix  parts  of  quick-lime  to  four 
of  the  alkali  in  the  Ed.  eight  of  the  former  to 
lix  of  the  latter.  In  the  Lond.  Formula  a gallon 
of  water  is  diredted  to  every  pound  of  the  alkali. 
The  whole  quantity  of  water  employed  in  the  Ed. 
Formula  gives  nearly  the  fame  proportion ; but  it  is 
not  added  to  the  quick-lime  and  alkali  all  at  once, 
part  of  it  being  poured  upon  the  filter  to  wafh 
away  from  the  lime  all  the  remaining  pure  alkali. 
This  lixivium,  when  duly  prepared,  excites  no 
effervefcence  on  being  mixed  with  acids. 


The 
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The  Aqua  Kali  Puri  was  formerly  much  em- 
ployed in  calculous  diforders.  From  ten  to  forty 
drops  were  given  in  gruel,  milk,  or  broth,  twice 
or  thrice  a day  j but  even  in  thefe  dofes  it  has 
often  proved  highly  injurious,  when  long  conti- 
nued, to  the  organs  of  digeftion.  Hence  it  has 
been  juftly  fuperfeded  by  the  aerated  folution  of 
kali,  or  aqua  mephitica  alkalina,  before-men- 
tioned, Home  on  Solvents  17^3* 

ft 

(3)  From  the  Mineral  Kingdom . 

Bolus  Gallicus.  French  Bole  coincides  in 
its  properties  with  the  Creta  Prseparata,  which  fee. 
Perhaps  this  article  of  the  materia  medica  might 
be  difpenfed  with ; for  it  is  doubtful  whether  the 
argillaceous  earth,  which  enters  into  its  compofi- 
tion,  poffeffes  any  peculiar  agency,  diftindt  from 
that  of  the  cretaceous  abforbents.  The  Terra 
Lemnia , a fpecies  of  bolar  earth,  and  Bolus  Armena 
are  equally  obfolete  with  the  above.  In  confe- 
quence  of  the  ferruginous  calx  with  which  fome 
of  thefe  earths  abound,  they  have  been  fuppofed 
to  exert  an  aftringent  operation,  and  hence  have 
been  employed  in  chronic  diarrhoeas,  and  dyfen- 
teries.  See  AFringems.  Gmelin  Apparatus  Me- 
dicaminum,  Vol.  I, 
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Calx 


absorbents. 


/ 


3a 


Calx  viva . Lapis  Calcareus  recens  uftus. 

Quick-lime.  Frefh  burnt  Lime-flone,  This  is 
employed  for  the  preparation  of  the  Aqua  Calcis , 
Ph.  Lond.  et  Ed.  This  is  made  (according  to  the 
direftions  of  the  Lond.  College)  by  adding  twelve 
pints  of  hot  water  to  half  a pound  of  quick-lime* 
and  then  flirting  them  about ; after  {landing  toge- 
ther in  a covered  veffel  for  an  hour,  the  liquor  is 
poured  off  [from  the  fediment]  and  kept  in  a 
veffel  [clofely]  flopped.  The  Edinburgh  Col- 
lege diredt  the  fame  quantity  of  lime  to  be  flaked 
with  four  ounces  of  water,  to  which,  while  yet 
warm,  twelve  pounds  of  water  are  afterwards 


added,  the  whole  being  flirred  together.  When 
the  lime  has  fettled  to  the  bottom  it  is  to  be  flirred 
up  again  with  the  water,  and  this  is  to  be  repeated 
about  ten  times,  taking  care  that  the  veffel  be 
conflantly  clofed,  fo  as  to  keep  away  the  external 
air.  Laflly,  the  water  is  to  be  filtered  through 
blotting  paper  in  a funnel  provided  with  a lid, 
and  to  be  kept  in  bottles  well  flopped.  This  pro- 
cefs  is  unneceffarily  tedious.  It  is  juflly  remarked 
in  Healde's  Tranflation  of  the  London  Pharma- 
copoeia, that  by  avoiding  the  frequency  of  flirring, 
and  the  filtration,  the  aqua  calcis  of  the  London 
College  is  much  lefs  expofed  to  the  air.  This 
objection  might  be  done  away,  if,  after  the  example  - 
of  the  Swedifh  Pharmacopoeia,  the  Edinburgh 
College  were  to  diredt  the  veffel  itfclf  containing 

the 
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the  lime-water  to  be  fhaken,  inftead  of  having  the 
lime  ftirred  up  with  the  water.  In  the  former  cafe 
there  would  be  no  neceffity  for  uncovering  the 
vefTel  until  the  liquor  fhould  be  fit  to  be  poured 
off  i and  that  fhould  be  done,  after  the  manner  of 
the  London  Pharmacopoeia,  by  fimple  decanting 
without  {training. — This  is  a folution  of  pure  or 
de-aerated  calcareous  earth  in  water.  It  is  given 
in  dofes  of  a quarter  of  a pint,  or  even  half  a pint, 
in  acidities  of  the  ftomach  and  inteflinal  canal ; 
in  diarrhoea  and  dyfentery  j in  diabetes  j in  fluor 
albus,  and  in  calculous  affections  j in  which  laft, 
however,  it  has  been  fuperfeded  by  the  aqua 
mephitica  alkalina.  It  is  alfo  prefcribed  in 
fcrophulous,  phthifical  and  cancerous  cafes.  It 
is  fometimes  mixed  with  an  equal  quantity  of 
warm  milk;  at  other  times  it  is  given  in  combina- 
tion with  bitters,  aftringents  and  light  aromatics. 
Cartheujer  de  Aquae  Calcis  vivas  ufu  interno,  1743. 
Girtanver&z  Terra  Calcarea  crudaet  calcinata,  1781. 
Vogel  de  Curatione  Cancri  per  Aquam  Calcis  vivas, 
1769.  Whytt  oh  the  Virtues  of  Lime-Water,  1752. 
Aljloris  Differ  rations  on  Quick-lime  and  Lime- 
Water  1754. 

Creta  praparata.  This  is  qhalk  levigated, 
tfafhed,  and  afterwards  dried  in  the  fame  manner 
as  the  chelae  cancrorum.  JFrom  fifteen  grains  to  a 

drachm 
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drachm  are  given  for  a dofc  in  the  fame  cafes  as 
crabs  claws  and  the  other  earthy  abforbents.  The 
Pulvis  Greta  compofitus , Ph.  Lond.  is  compofed  of 
chalk  fix  parts,  cinnamon  four  parts,  tormentil, 
and  gum  arabic,  each,  three  parts,  pepper, 
i -3 2d  part  of  the  whole.  Dofe  from  fifteen  grains 
to  half  a drachm,  in  diarrhoeas,  (efpecially  thofe 
which  occur  in  the  advanced  ftage  of  low  fevers) 
and  other  diforders  of  the  inteftinal  canal.  In 
prefcribing  this  and  the  other  preparations  of 
chalk  in  dyfenteries,  the  precautions  mentioned  at 
the  head  of  this  clafs  of  medicines  fhould  not  be 
negledted.  The  Pulvis  Cretaceus , Ph.  Ed.  confifls 
of  chalk  four  ounces,  nutmeg  half  a drachm, 
cinnamon  a drachm  and  a half.  It  is  given  in  the 
fame  cafes,  and  in  the  fame  dofes,  as  the  pre- 
ceding. The  Pulvis  Creta  compofitus  cum  Opio> 
Ph.  Lond.  is  made  by  adding  a drachm  and  a half 
of  opium  to  eight  ounces  of  the  compound  pow- 
der of  chalk.  From  fifteen  grains  to  two  fcruples 
may  be  given  for  a dofe.  Two  fcruples  contain 
nearly  a grain  of  opium.  It  is  applicable  to  the 
fame  cafes  as  the  preceding  preparations. 

The  Trochifci  Greta , Ph.  Lond.  (formerly  called 
Tabellas  Cardialgicas)  confift  of  chalk  four  ounces, 
crabs’  claws  two  ounces,  fine  fugar  three  ounces, 
cinnamon  i-i8th  part,  formed  into  troches  by 

means 
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means  of  mucilage  of  gum  arabic.  One  of  thefe 
is  diffoived  in  the  mouth  now  and  then  in  cafes  of 
"heart-burn,  gouty  flatulence,  &c. 

The  Trochifci  Greta,  Ph.  Ed.  confift  of  chalk 
four  ounces,  gum  arabic  one  ounce,  nutmeg  one 
drachm,  fine  fugar  fix  ounces,  formed  into  troches, 
with  a fufficient  quantity  of  water. 

The  Mijtura  cretacea , Ph.  Lond.  (formerly 
called  Julepum  e Creta)  is  compounded  of  chalk 
one  ounce>  double  refined  fugar  fix  drachms,  gum 
arabic  one  ounce,  water  two  pints.  Dofe  one  of 
two  ounces,  in  acidities  of  the  ftomach  and 
bowels,  and  in  the  colliquative  diarrhoeas,  which 
occur  in  he£tic  and  phthifical  cafes.  Small  quan- 
tities of  tin&ure  of  opium  are  often  ufefully 
joined  with  it. 

The  Potio  Cretacea , Ph.  Ed.  is  made  by  gra- 
dually mixing  (by  the  aid  of  trituration)  one 
ounce  of  chalk,  half  an  ounce  of  fine  fugar,  and 
two  ounces  of  mucilage  of  gum  arabic,  with  two 
pounds  and  a half  of  water,  and  two  ounces  of 
fpirit  of  cinnamon.  Dofe  four  fpoonsfull  occa- 
fionally.  In  the  fame  cafes  as  the  Miftura 
cretacea. 

Magnesia  ujia.  M.  alba, Ph.  Lond.  et  Ed.  fhould 
Vol.  II.  D have 


34  absorbents.  Qajs  III 

have  been  denominated  Magnefia  pur  a.  M, 
pr  separata.  (See  Vol.  I.  p.  216.)  This  earthy 
fubftance  is  frequently  prefcribed  for  the  removal 
of  complaints  connedted  with  acidity  of  the 
ftomach  and  bowels,  to  which  children  are 
efpecially  liable.  To  thefe  it  is  given  in  dofes 
of  ten  or  fifteen  grains  in  any  appropriate  vehicle, 
joined  fometimes  with  rhubarb,  fometimes  with 
opium.  To  adults  it  is  given  in  dofes  of  half  a 
drachm  or  a drachm.  In  larger  quantities  it 
proves  purgative.  See  Cathartics. 

The  Trochtfci  Magnefia , Ph.  Lond.  are  com- 
pofed  of  calcined  magnefia  four  ounces,  refined 
fugar  two  ounces,  ginger  one  fcruple,  made  into 
a pafte  with  mucilage  of  gum  arabic.  They  are 
given  in  the  fame  manner,  and  in  the  Tame  cafes, 
as  the  chalk-troches. 

Natron  p rseparatum,  Ph.  Lond.  Soda  puri- 
Jicata , Ph.  Ed.  Prepared  Natron.  Purified  Soda 
(Alkali  Minerale.  Sal  Alkalinus  Fixus  Foffilis.) 
Solutions  of  this  alkaline  fait  in  common  water 
afterwards  fuper-faturated  with  the  carbonic  acid 
or  fixed  air,  (the  proportions  of  water  and  fait 
being  the  fame  as  thofe  of  the  vegetable  fixed  al- 
kali in  the  common  aqua  mephitica  alkalina)  arc 
prefcribed  with  great  fuccefs,  under  the  name  of 
acidulous  Jcda-watery  in  calculous  complaints.  In 

fuuations. 
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lituations,  where  thefe  folutions  cajinot  be  pre- 
pared or  cannot  be  purchafed,  the  natron  may  be 
ufed  in  the  form  of  pills  in  the  planner  defcribed 
at  p.  240  Vol.  I. 
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THE  CONTENTS  OF  CLASS  IV. 
REFRIGERANTS. 


(x)  From  the  Vegetable  King- 
dom. 

Acetum  difiillatum.  Difiilled 
Vinegar. 

Kali  acetatum.  Ace  fated  Kali. 
Diuretic  Sale. 

Aqua  Ammonias  acetata. 

Water  of  Acetate d Ammonia. 
Mindererus’s  Spirit. 

Citrus  me  die  a.  The  Lemon. 
Kali  nitratum.  Nitrated  Kali. 
Purified  Nitre . 

Oxalis  Acetofella.  Woodforrel. 
Tartarum  purification.  Puri- 
fied Tartar. 

Cryfials  of  tartar. 

(2)  From  the  Miner a l King- 
dom. 

1 

Aqua  ftigida.  Cold  Water. 


Acidum  muriaticum.  Muriatic 
Acid. 

Acidum  1 litriolicum.  Vitriolic 
Acid.  * 

Spiritus  iEtheris  'vitriolici. 

Spirit  of  ‘vitriolic  AS t her. 

* 

Plumbum  acetatum.  Acetated 
Lead. 

Cerufla  acetata.  Acetated 
Cerujfie. 

Aqua  lithargyri  acetati. 
Water  of  Acetated  Litharge. 
Extract  of  lead. 

Aqua  lithargyri  acetati  cont- 
pofita.  Compound  Water  of 
acetated  Litharge.  Goulard 
Water. 

< • 

Zincum  ‘vitriolatum.  Vitrio ■» 
bated,  Zinc.  White-Vitriol, 
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REFRIGERANTS. 

( i ) From  the  Vegetable  King dom . 

A CETUM  dijlillatum , Ph.  Lond.  et  Ed.  Dif- 
“*  tilled  Vinegar.  This,  in  common  widi  other 
acids,  moderates  the  excefilve  heat  in  febrile  dis- 
orders, when  duly  diluted  with  water.  An  ounce 
added  to  a quart  of  fpring  water,  with  or  without 
fugar,  forms,  in  thefe  cafes,  a pleafant  beverage 
(the  oxycraton  and  pojca  of  the  ancients)  which  may 
be  drank  in  large  quantities,  according  to  the 
defires  of  the  patient.  See  Mel  acetatum  and 
Syrupus  Aceti. 

The  Kali  acetatum , Ph.  Lond.  Lixiva  acetata 
Ph.  Ed.  (See  Vol.  I.  p.  236)  is  employed  for  the 
fame  purpofes,  difi’olved  in  water,  in  the  propor- 
tion of  two  drachms  to  a pint.  A tea-cup  full 

may  be  taken  at  pleafure. The  Aqua  Ammonia 

acetata , Ph.  Lond.  et  Ed.  (See  Vol.  I.  p.  242) 
which  is  prepared  by  faturating  ammonia  with 
vinegar,  may  be  given  in  the  fame  cafes  in  dofes 
of  three  drachms  or  half  an  ounce,  diluted  with 
an  ounce  and  a half  of  water.  In  the  preparation 
of  what  are  termed  Saline  draughts,  a fcruple  or 
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half  a drachm  of  prepared  kali,  is  faturated  with 
half  an  ounce  or  fix  drachms  of  vinegar,  and 
afterwards  diluted  with  water  and  fweetened  with 
a proper  quantity  of  fyrup.  For  this  purpofe, 
however,  lemon-juice  is  preferable,  where  it  can 
be  procured.  Vinegar  may  alfo  be  adminiftered 
clyfterwife  mixed  with  an  equal  proportion  of 
water.  Thejaur.  Med.  p.  167. 


Citrus  medica.  Polyadelphia.  Icofandria. 
Pomaceas.  Arbor.  Afia  j .and  by  tranfplantatioq 
jn  the  Southern  parts  of  Europe.  (Limon.)  The 
Lemon.  The  juice  of  this  fruit  is  among  the  molt 
grateful  of  the  vegetable  acids.  Like  vinegar  it 
may  be  given  freely  to  quench  third;  and  dimjnifh 
heat  it)  fevers,  diluted  in  the  fame  manner  with 
water,  and  rendered  palatable  with  the  addition  of 
fugar.  This  is  what  is  termed  Lemonade.  The 
juice  is  alfo  employed  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
acetous  acid  or  diftilled  vinegar,  for  the  prepara- 
tion of  the  effervefcing  or  Saline- draughts  before- 
mentioned,  and  of  which  examples  may  be  feen 
in  the  Thejaur.  Med.  p.  162,  163. 

Kali  nitratum , Ph.  Lond.  Lixiva  nitrata , 
Ph.  Ed.  (Nitrum)  Nitre.  Saltpetre.  (See  Vol.  I. 
p.  237.)  This  neutral  fait  is  frequently  prelcribed, 
with  good  effed,  for  abating  heat  and  third  in 
febrile  difeafes.  Fifteen  grains  or  a fcruple  may  , 
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be  given  for  a dofe,  in  the  form  of  a powder  tri- 
turated with  fugar,  or  diflolved  in  a fufficient 
quantity  of  water,  and  fweetened  with  fyrup.  To 
as  to  form  a julep.  It  is  in  inflammatory  diforders 
that  this  fait  has  been  found  ufeful,  fuch  as  acute 
rheumatifm,  [Brockdjby’ s Obfervations  on  Army 
Difeafes)  mania,  pulmonary  hemorrhage,  &c. 
Of  late,  indeed,  fome  attempts  have  been  made 
with  it  in  typhus-fever,  but  a medicine  which 
lowers  the  pulfe  is  little  fuited  to  fuch  cafes. 

In  hemoptoe  and  other  hemorrhages,  it  may  be 
given  either  in  the  form  of  a bolus  combined  with 
rofe-conferve,  or  diffolved  in  infufion  of  rofes  (un- 
acidulated) in  the  form  of  a mixture  or  draught. 
(Dick/on  Med.  Obfervations  and  Inquiries,Vol,  IV, 
and  Gibbon’s  Medical  Cafes.) 

The  Trochifci  nitri}  Ph.  Lond,  et  Ed.  confift  of 
this  fait  made  into  the  required  form  with  muci- 
lage of  gum  tragacanth.  They  are  given  in  in-? 
flammatory  ^ffedtions  of  the  lungs. 

The  Spritus  Hither  is  nitrofi , Ph.  Lond.  et  Ed, 
(See  Vol.  I.  p.  238)  may,  in  like  manner,  be  em- 
ployed as  a refrigerant  in  febrile  and  inflammatory 
diforders,  in  dofes  of  forty  or  fixty  drops,  diluted 
with  water.  Hoffmann  de  Nitro,  ejus  Natura  et 
Usu  in  Medicina,  1698.  Cartheujer  de  Amplif- 
fimo  Nitri  Ufu  Medico,  1747. 
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Gxalis  Acetojella. 
feptics. 


Oafs  IV . 

Woodforrel.  See  Anti- 


Tartarum  purificatum.  Cryftalli  Tartari, 
(Cremor  Tartari)  See  Vol.  I.  p.  213.  Two 
drachms  of  this  fait  diflolved  in  a quart  of  hot 
water  with  a proper  quantity  of  fugar,  and  after- 
wards fuffered  to  get  cold,  forms  a pleafant  cool- 
ing beverage  (called  Imperial)  in  fevers. — The 
concrete  acid  of  tartar  or  effential  Salt  of  tartar , 
obtained  from  cryftals  of  tartar  in  the  manner 
defcribed  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Thefaur.  Med . 
p.  370,  may  be  employed,  when  diflolved  in 
water,  in  place  of  vinegar  or  lemon-juice. 

( 2)  From  the  Mineral  Kingdom. 

Aqua  frigida.  Water,  confldered  in  relation 
to  its  chemical  compofition  and  decompofition., 
belongs  ftri&ly  to  none  of  the  three  kingdoms  of 
nature  j but  as  all  water,  except  that  which  i§ 
diftilled,  contains  more  or  lefs  of  mineral  fub- 
ftances  diflolved  in  it,  and  as  fpring  water  is  the 
water  here  intended,  it  may  properly  enough  be 
ranged  under  the  prefent  head. 

1 

From  the  remotefl:  times  to  the  prefent  day 
Cold  Water  has  been  reforted  to  as  the  flmpleft, 
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and  mod  efficacious  refrigerant  in  inflammatory 
and  febrile  diforders.  In  the  ardent  and  malignant 
fevers  of  hot  climates,  phyficians  allow  their 
patients  to  drink  it  in  unlimited  quantities;  and 
. the  Italian  practitioners  truft  almoft  entirely  to  it 
in  fuch  cafes.  It  is  fcarcely  neceflary  to  remark 
that  this  treatment  cannot  be  carried  to  fo  great  a 
length  in  the  fevers  of  this  country.  Cold  Water 
is  alfo  of  eminent  fervice  in  pulmonary  and  uterine 
haemorrhages.  Lanzani  Manner  of  ufing  Cold 
Water  (in  Italian)  1717.  Hancocke  and  Cyrillus , 
as  quoted  hereafter. 


At  the  fame  time  that  cold  water  is  adminiftered 
internally  in  the  fevers  above-mentioned,  it  is 
likewife  applied  externally,  under  certain  rejlriffiom, 
with  great  advantage.  It  has  been  employed  in 
- this  manner  in  the  Yellow  Fever  of  the  Weft- 
Indies  and  America ; and  the  reports  of  many 
Britiffi  practitioners  concerning  the  refult  of  this 
practice,  during  the  late  war,  are  much  in  its 
favour.  Nor  has  this  application  been  confined  to 
the  countries  juft  mentioned;  for  Dr.  Currie,  of 
Liverpool,  has  reaped  equal  benefit  from  ablution 
with  cold  water  in  the  common  contagious  fevers 
of  this  climate.  Its  falutary  effects  in  thefe  cafes 
depend  upon  its  being  applied  early  during  the 
firft  week,  and  only  when  the  temperature  of  the 
- fkin  is  equal  to,  or  above  the  natural  tempera- 
ture. 
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ture,  i.  e.  during  the  hot  fit.  The  water  is  thrown 
upon  the  patient’s  naked  body  from  a bucket,  and 
this  is  repeated  at  noon  and  in  the  evening.  It  is 
feldom  neceffary  to  continue  it  beyond  two  days. 


I his  treatment,  it  is  evident,  is  better  fuited  to 
the  ai  my  and  navy,  and  to  public  hofpitals,  than 
to  private  pradtic.e.  It  is  alfo  better  fuited  to  the 
warmer  regions  than  to  this  climate,  where  puU 
monic  affection  is  fo  frequently  complicated  with 
the  fevers  above-mentioned  a complication  which 
would  be  aggravated  by  fuch  treatment. — Spung, 
ing  the  patient  s body  brifkly  with  tepid  water 
(the  evaporation  of  which  produces  a refrigerating 
effect)  is  a method  of  abftradting  febrile  heat, 
which,  in  this  country,  is  more  likely  to  be  gene- 
rally adopted. — Cold  water  is  an  ufeful  applica- 
tion in  phlegmonous  inflammations ; and  in  cafe^s 
of  burns  and  fealds,  when  applied  immediately 
after  the  accident,  it  has  been  found  to  abate  the 
pain  and  prevent  inflammation  more  effectually 
than  any  other  remedy.  See  Earle  on  Burns,  1 800. 
Hancocke  Febrifugum  Magnum ; or  Common 
Water  the  belt  Cure  for  Fevers,  1722.  Hoffmann 
de  Aquas  frigidas  falubritate,  1729.  Cyrillus  on 
the  Ufe  of  Cold  Water  in  Fevers,  in  Phil.  Tranf. 
Vol.  XXXVI.  Floyer  Pfychrolufia,  1702.  Cur- 
rie's Reports  on  the  Effects  of  Water,  1798,  and 
in  Medical  and  Phyfical  Journal,  Vol.  VI. 

Acidum 
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Aciqum  muriaticum , Ph.  Lond.  etEd.  (Spiritus 
Sails  marini.)  Muriatic  Acid.  Marine  Acid, 
Spirit  of  Salt.  Obtained  by  mixing  together 
(cautioufly)  fea-falt  and  vitriolic  acid  diluted  with 
an  equal  quantity  of  water,  (or,  according  to  the 
Eond.  Pharmacopoeia,  with  only  five  parts  of 
water  to  fix  of  the  acid)  and  afterwards  diftilling. 
The  vitriolic  acid  unites  with  'the  alkaline  bafis  of 
the  fea-falt,  expelling  the  muriatic  acid,  which, 
being  volatilized  by  the  heat,  paflfes  over  into  the 
receiver.  Ten  or  fifteen  drops  of  this  acid,  di- 
luted with  water  and  rendered  palatable  with 
fugar,  may  be  given  for  a dofe  in  fevers ; but  in 
thefe  cafes  the  vitriolic  acid  is  generally  preferred. 
See  Antifeptics. 

Acidum  vitriolicum  dilutum , Ph.  Lond.  confifis 
of  one  part  vitriolic  acid  to  eight  of  water.  The 
Acidum  vitriolicum  dilutum , Ph.  Ed.  confifis  of 
one  part  vitriolic  acid  to  feven  of  water.  Dofe 
twenty  tq  forty  drops,  duly  diluted  with  water, 
and  fweetened  with  fyrup.  For  farther  remarks 
on  this  acid,  fee  Antifeptics. — The  Spiritus 
JEtheris  vitriolici , Ph.  Lond.  (Spiritus  Vitriol! 
dulcis)  is  obtained  by  diftilling  together  in  a 
gentle  heat  equal  parts  of  redtified  fpirit  of  wine 
and  vitriolic  acid.  The  Spiritus  JEtheris  vitriolici, 
Ph,  Ed.  is  prepared  by  fimply  mixing  together 
3 one 
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one  part  vitriolic  tether  with  two  parts  rectified 
fpirit  of  wine.  This  is  often  fuccefsfully  em- 
ployed to  moderate  heat  and  promote  perfpiration 
in  febrile  diforders.  Dofe  from  forty  to  eighty  or 
a hundred  drops. — For  obfervations  on  the  Spriius 
VEtrjcns  vitriolici  compojitus , fee  Antifpafmodics, 


Plumbum  acetatum.  Acetated  Lead.  Solu- 
tions or  fame  of  the  calces  of  this  metal  in  the 
acetous  acid,  when  duly  diluted  with  water,  are 
frequently  applied  externally  to  remove  inflamma- 
tion. i hus  by  boiling  the  femi -vitreous  calx  of 
this  metal,  termed  lithargyrus,  in  vinegar,  is  ob- 
tained the  Aqua  lithargyri  acetati , Ph.  Lond. 
(formerly  called  Extradtum  Saturni.)  A drachm 
or  two  mixed  with  about  a pint  of  water,  forms 
an  embrocation  in  general  ufe.  In  the  Aqua  lithar- 
gyri acetati  compofita , Ph.  Lond.  (which  is  fimilar 
to  the  famous  Goulard-Water)  there  are  a drachm 
of  the  water  of  acetated  litharge,  and  a drachm 
of  proof  fpirit  of  wine  to  a pint  of  diflilled  water, 
from  late  obfervations,  however,  it  would  ap- 
pear, that  Cold  Water  alone  anfwers,  in  moft 
cafes,  as  well  as  thele  compound  metallic  folu- 
tions. — In  like  manner  folutions  of  the  Cerufla 
acetata  (formerly  termed  Saccharum  Saturni,  Sugar 
of  Lead. — A Salt  formed  by  the  union  of  the 
calx  of  lead  with  the  acetous  acid)  may  be  em- 
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ployed  as  embrocations,  in  bruifes  aiid  external 
inflammations.  (See  Aftringents.)  This  Saline 
preparation  may  alfo  be  combined  with  fatty  fub- 
ftances,  fo  as  to  form  an  ointment,  of  which  there 
is  a fpecimen  in  both  our  Pharmacopoeias,  under 
the  title  of  Unguentum  Cerujfa  acetate  j for  cautions 
refpe&ing  the  ufe  of  which  ointment,  and  other 
preparations  of  lead,  fee  Thejaur.  Med.  p.  170. 


The  titles.  Aqua  lithargyri  acetati,  and  Aqua 
lithargyri  acetati  compofita,  are  exceptionable. 
The  firft  for  the  reafon  afligned  in  the  inftance  of 
the  aqua  ammonise  acetatas,  at  p.  134,  of  the 
Thefaur.  Med.  and  the  Iaft,  becaufe  the  epithet 
COMPOUND  generally  implies  an  increaje  of  Jlrength ; 
whereas,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  the  aqua  lithargyri  ace- 
tati COMPOSITA  is  a much  weaker  preparation  than 
the  fimple  aqua  lithargyri  acetati.  Such  modes  of 
denomination  may  lead  to  ferious  errors.  Would 
it  not  be  better  to  call  the  firft  acetum  lithargyri 
or  acetum  lithargyratum ; and  the  laft,  acetum 
lithargyri  dilutum  or  acetum  lithargyratum  dilutim ? 
Perhaps  after  all,  a folution  of  the  cerufla  acetata 
in  vinegar  would,  on  every  occafion,  be  prefera- 
ble to  thefe  preparations. 

1 . 

ZtnCum  vitriolatum.  Vitriolated  Zinc,  (Vi- 
triolum  album.  White  Vitriol.)  A fait  formed 

by 
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by  the  union  of  calx  of  Zinc  with  the  vitriolic 
acid.  Solutions  of  this  are  frequently  employed 
as  embrocations,  injections  and  collyria.  ( Thejaur t 
Med.  p.  167.)  See  Aftringents. 
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THE  CONTENTS  OF  CLASS  V. 
ANTISEPTICS. 


{ i ) From  the  Animal  King - 
dom. 

Ammonia  acetata.  Acetated 
Ammonia.  Water  of  Aceta- 
ted Ammonia. 

Amrponia  marietta  Muriate d 

Ammonia.  Salt  ammoniac. 

(?)  From  the  Vegetable  King- 
dom. 

Acetum  diJBllatum.  DiJUUed 
Vinegar. 

Acetum  aromaticum.  Aromatic 
r vinegar . 

Acetum  camphoratum,  Cam- 
phorated vinegar. 

Acetum  nitrofvm.  Nitrous 
vinegar. 

Anthemis  nobilis.  Chamomile. 

Ariftolochia  Serpentaria.  Vir- 
ginia Snake-root. 

Arnica  montana.  Leopard's 
bant. 

Artemifia  Abrotanum.  Southern- 
vjood. 

Artemifia  Abjlnthium.  Common 
ft  ormyjtod. 


H Artemifia  maritima.  Sea 
Wormwood, 

Cinchona  officinalis . Peruvian 
Bark. 

Citrus  medico.  The  Lemon. 
Conium  maculatum.  Hemlock. 
Daucus  Carota,  The  Carrot. 
Dorftenia  Contrayerva.  C on- 
tray  erv  a. 

Hordeum  vulgare.  Barley . 

Malt. 

Laurus  Camphora.  Camphor. 
Humulus  Lupulus.  The  Hop. 
Myrrha.  Myrrh. 

Oxalis  Acetofella.  Woodforrel . 
Papaver,  fomtiiferum.  The 
White  Poppy.  Opium. 

Pinus  Larix.  The  Larch-tree. 
Turpentine, 

Pxunus  fpinofa.  The  Sloe. 
Ribes  nigrum.  The  Black 
Currant. 

Ruta  graveolenc.  Rue. 

Carbo  Ugnarius.  Charcoal. 
Gas  acidum  carhoni'cum.  Car- 
bonic acid  gas.  Fixed  air. 

Fermencum 


Contents 

Fermentum  ccrevifa.  Yeajl. 

Cerevifia,  Malt  liquof. 

Vinum.  Wine. 

Spirit  us  •vitu.  Spirit  of  Wine. 

(3)  broth  the  Mineral  King- 
dom. 

Aqua  frigida . Cold  Water. 

Acidum  muriaticum.  Muriatic 
Acid. 

Acidiuii  a. ntiriolicuiii.  Vitriolic 
Acid. 

Acidum  ’vitriolicuth  aromati- 
cum.  Aromatifed  (vitriolic 
acid. 
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Spiritus  vEtheris  vitriolic!; 
Spirit  of  r vitriolic  cether. 

Argilla  vitriolata . Vitriolated 
argil l.  Alum. 

Argentum  nitratum.  Nitrated 
Silver. 

Cuprum  acetatum.  Acetated 
Copper. 

Cuprum  vitriolatum.  Vitrio- 
lated Copper. 

5 Natron  boracicatum . Borax » 


Acidum  nitrialm.  Nitric  Acid * 
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ANTISEPTICS. 

(i)  From  the  Animal-Kingdom . 

■ \ 

' , ■ * 1 

A MMONIA  acetata.  (See  Refrigerants.)  This 
is  frequently  and  advantage oufly  employed 
in  malignant  fevers. 

\ 

Ammonia  muriata , Ph.  Lond.  et  Ed.  (Sal 
Ammoniacus)  Muriated  Ammonia.  Salt  Ammo- 
niac. A neutral  Salt  compounded  of  the  Vola- 
tile alkali  and  muriatic  acid.  It  is  given  by  fome 
pra&itioners  internally  in  malignant  fevers,  in 
dofes  of  ten  or  thirty  grains,  diffolved  in  the 
camphorated  mixture,  bitter  infufions  or  deco6lion 
of  cinchona ; but  it  is  more  frequently  ufed  in 
gargles  and  external  applications. 


/ 

(2)  From  the  Vegetable  Kingdom . 

' m ' y 

1 

Acetum.  (fee  Refrigerants)  Vinegar.  This 
may  be  ufed  in  the  manner  defcribed  in  the  pre- 
ceding clafs.  It  is  frequently  added  to  gargles.. 
It  may  alfo  be  advantageoufly  combined  with 
V°l*  , E Aromatics, 
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Aromatics,  as  in  the  inftance  of  the  Acetum  Aro - 
maticum , Ph.  Ed.  which  is  made  by  infufing  rofe- 
mary,  fage,  lavender  and  cloves  in  vinegar.  A 
tea-fpoon  full,  diluted  with  water,  may  be  given 
for  a dofe. — It  is  moreover  ufed  as  an  odorament. — 
In  fome  of  the  foreign  Pharmacopoeias  there  is  an 
Acetum  Cam'phoratum , which  is  made  by  diflolving 
Camphor  in  Spirit  of  Wine  and  then  adding  it  to 
the  Vinegar.  Dofe,  the  fame  as  that  of  the  aro- 
matic vinegar.  It  is  in  like  manner  ufed  for 
fmelling  to.  Vinegar  boiled  with  honey  to  the 
confidence  of  a fyrup  ( oxymel ) is  ufed  in  gargles 
and  lotions.  — By  others  it  has  been  combined  with 
nitre ; and  fuch  a mixture  or  folution  ( Acetum 
nitrojum ) is  faid  to  be  remarkably  efficacious  in 
the  fcurvy.  ( Patterjon  on  the  Scurvy,  1795. 
Rollo  on  Diabetes,  1798.)  It  would  feem  that 
the  vinegar  is  the  principal  agent,  as  nitre  alone 
is  not  beneficial  in  this  difeafe.  (Trotter's  Efifays.) 
When  vinegar  is  employed  to  fumigate  fick-rooms 
it  fhould  be  boiled  in  glazed  earthen  pipkins  and 
carried  about  the  bed,  but  not  thrown  upon  hot 
bricks  or  coals,  or  heated  metallic  utenfils,  by 
which  it  is  decompounded. 

Anthemis  nobilis.  (Chamoemelum.  Herba  et 
Flores.)  Chamomile.  (See  Vol.  I.  p.  173*) 
This  herb  and  its  flowers  are  employed  in  decoc- 
tions for  antifeptic  fomentations  and  clyfters.  It 

is 
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is  an  ingredient  in  the  Decorum  pro  Foment  o, 
Ph.  Lond.  (formerly  termed  Fotus  Communis) 
which  is  made  by  boiling  an  ounce  of. dried  cha- 
momile; dried  wormwood,  and  dried  fouthern- 
wood,  and  half  an  ounce  of  dried  bay-leaves  in 
fix  pints  of  water.  Two  fpecies  of  Artemifia 
were  furely  not  needful  in  this  decodlion.  The 
wormwood  (in  a double  proportion)  without  the 
fouthernwood,  or  the  fouthernwood  without  the 
wormwood  would  have  fufficed.  The  Decorum 

i 

pro  enematei  Ph.  Lond.  (formerly  called  Decoc- 
tum  commune  pro  Clyftere)  belongs  to  Emol- 
lients. The  Deccttum  Chamcemeli , Ph.  Ed.  (called 
alfo  Deco  Hum  Commune’)  is  made  by  boiling  one 
ounce  of  chamomile  flowers  and  half  an  ounce  of 
carraway- feeds  in  five  pints  (pounds)  of  water. 
This  is  ufed  clyfterwife  in  quantities  of  a pint  or 
more,  alone  or  with  various  additions. — For  other 
remarks  on  this  bitter  vegetable  and  its  prepara- 
tions, fee  Tonics. 

i * 

v 

Aristolochia  Serpentaria.  (Serpentaria  Vir- 
giniana,)  Virginia  Snake-Root.  (See  Vol.  I. 
p.  245.)  Deco&ions  and  infufions  of  this  root, 
either  alone  or  in  combination  with  the  Peruvian 
bark,  are  frequently  prefcribed  in  the  advanced 
ftages  of  low  and  malignant  fevers.  The  pro- 
portions and  dofes  have  been  alreadythentioned  in 
the  preceding  Volume,  under  Diapho  reties  ; 
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where  alfo  notice  is  taken  of  the  ufcs  and  doles 
of  the  tindture. 


Arnica  montana . Leopard’s-bane.  See  Sti- 
mulants. 


Artemisia  Abrotanum.  Syngenefia.  Polyga- 
mia  aequalis.  Compofitae.  Difcoideae.  Frutex, 
Southern  parts  of  Europe  (Abrotonum.  Folia 
vel  fummitates.)  Southern  Wood.  Decodlions  of 
the  tops  of  this  bitter-aromatic  fhrub  are  fre- 
quently ufed  as  fomentations  in  cafes  of  bad 
ulcers,  and  gangrenous  affedlions.  It  is  an  ingre- 
dient in  the  Decorum  pro  Foment o}  Ph.  Lond,  as 
mentioned  under  the  article  chamomile. 

Artemisia  Abfinthium,  Clafs  and  Order  as 
the  preceding.  (Abfinthium)  Common  Worm- 
wood. Employed,  like  the  fouthernwood,  in 
antifeptic  fomentations. 

1 . ' / , 

Artemisia  mariiima.  Clafs  and  order  as 
above.  (Abfinthium  maritimum.}  Sea  Worm- 
wood. Ufed  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  Common 
Wormwood  5.  and  is  an  ingredient  in  the  Decoflum 
pro  Fomento , Ph.  Lond. — There  is  no  ufe  in  fwel- 
ling  the  catalogue  of  the  materia  medica  with 
two  fpecies  fo  fimilar  in  their  fenfible  qualities 
and  medicinal  effedts.  One  of  the  two,  the  arte- 

mifia 
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mifia  abfinthium,  or  this  fpecies,  fhould  be  ex- 
punged. For  other  remarks  on  this  vegetable 
and  its  preparations,  fee  Tonics  and  Anthel- 
minthics. 

1 i 

/ i 

Cinchona  officinalis.  Pentandria.  Monogy- 
nia.  Contortae.  Arbor.  Peru.  (Cortex  Peru- 
vianus.d  Jefuit’s  bark.  Peruvian  bark.  In  pe- 
techial and  other  malignant  fevers,  in  the  putrid 
fore  throat,  and  in  gangrenous  affedtions,  the  pow- 
der, decodtion  and  tindture  of  this  bark,  are 
given  with  good  effedt,  joined  with  acids,  port-  • 
wine,  camphor,  and  opium.  It  may  alfo  be  ad- 
miniftered  clyfterwife  in  thefe  cafes,  and  particu- 
larly to  children  labouring  under  the  confluent 
fmall  pox  accompanied  with  a typhoid  condition 
of  the  fyftem.  (Thefaur.  Med.  p.  184.)  For  an 
account  .of  the  preparations  and  doles  of  this 
valuable  article  of  the  materia  medica,  fee  Aftrin- 
gents  and  Tonics,  under  which  clafles  its  other 
and  more  general  ufes  will  be  noticed. 


Citrus  medica.  (Limon.)  The  Lemon.  (See 
Refrigerants.)  The  acid  juice  of  this  fruit  is 
given  in  conjundtion  with  the  camphorated-mix- 
ture, decodtion  of  cinchona  and  other  antifeptics 
in  malignant  fevers,  the  putrid  fore  throat  and 
gangrenous  affedtions.  (Thefaur.  Med.  p.  174— 

Ed  > 17  6.) 
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176.)- — Added  to  red  port- wine  and  water,  it 

forms  a ufeful  beverage  (called  Negus)  in  all  fuch 

cafes. — The  Succus  Limonis  Spjfatus , Ph.  Lond. 

duly  diluted  with  water,  fupplies  the  place  of  the 

frefh  j uice. — Repeated  trials  have  proved  that  the 

acid  juice  of  the  lemon  is  antifcorbutic  in  a very 

high  degree.  In  confequence  of  the  teftimonies 

produced  in  its  favour  by  various  phyficians  and 

furgeons,  it  has  become  a {landing  remedy  in  our 

Navy.  The  recent  juice,  alone,  or  fvveetened 

with  fugar  (and  in  fome  cafes  mixed  with  port 

wine)  may  be  given  in  the-  quantity  of  many 
\ * 

ounces  in  the  fpace  of  twenty-four  hours.  If  it 
excites  diarrhoea,  aftringents  and  aromatics  mu  ft 
be  joined  with  it.  Where  the  frefh  juice  cannot  be 
procured,  the  cryftallized  citric  acid  (prepared  by 

ikturating  the  filtrated  juice  with  chalk,  and  after- 

/ 

wards  adding  to  the  wafhed  precipitate  vitriolic 
acid,  according  to  the  proceffes  of  Scheele  and 
T)ize. — See  Fcurcroy  Syfteme  des  Connaifiances 
Chimiques,  Tom.  VII.)  may  be  employed  in  its 
place.  Lind  on  the  Scurvy,  1754.  Blare’s  Dif- 
eafes  of  Seamen,  17 89.  Trotter  on  the  Scurvy, 
1792,  and  his  Medicina  Nautica,  1797  an d 

1799- 

Citrus  Awr outturn.  Clafs  and  order  as  above. 
(Aurantiam  hifpalenfe)  The  Seville  Orange.  The 

juice 
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juice  of  this  may  be  given  in  fcorbutic  cafes  in 
the  fame  manner  as  the  juice  of  the  lemon.  For 
its  Conferve,  fee  Tonics. 

r 

Conium  maculatum.  Pentandria.  Digynia. 
Umbellatse.  Indigenous.  (Herba.)  Hemlock. 
In  this  place  we  fhall  only  remark  that  the  infpif- 
fated  juice,  or  extract  of  this  plant,  is  often  ad- 
miniftered  internally  in  carcinomatous  and  other 
- malignant  ulcers  j and  that  its  decodtion  is  em- 
1 ployed  externally,  as  a fomentation,  in  the  fame 
cafes.  Further,  the  boiled  herb  is  ufed  in  the 
form  of  a cataplafm.  See  Narcotics. 

Daucus  Carota.  (See  Vol.  I.  p.  224.)  The 
Carrot.  Poultices  made  of  the  fcraped  root  have 
been  applied  with  good  effedl  to  ill-conditioned 
ulcers.  Thejaur.  Med.  p.  180. 

1 

Dorstenia  Contrayerva.  (See  Vol.  I.  p.  249.) 
Contrayerva.  This  is  given  alone  or  in  combina- 
tion with  the  bark  and  acids,  in  typhus  and  other 
malignant  fevers ; as  mentioned  in  the  place  above 
referred  to. 

Hordeum  vulgare.  (See  Demulcents)  Barley. 
Maltum  vel  Malta.  Malt.  The  infufion  termed 
wort  was  formerly  much  ufed  as  an  antifcorbutic 
in  the  navy ; but  of  late  years  it  has  given  place 

E 4 to 
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to  the  fuperior  agency  of  the  lemon  juice  or  citric 
acid.  It  is  a great  objection  to  the  ufe  of  Wort, 
•that  it  aggravates  the  diarrhoea  with  which  fcor- 
butic  patients  are  often  harafled.  Macbride's 
New  Method  of  Treating  the  Scurvy,  1767,  and 
his  Experimental  Efifays,  1764. 


Laurus  Camphora.  (See  Vol.  I.  p.  251.) 
Camphor.  This  refmous  fubftance,  whofe  pre- 
parations and  dofes  have  been.already  mentioned 
in  the  preceding  Volume  as  above  referred  to,  has  1 
been  often  fuccefsfully  employed  in  petechial  and 
other  malignant  fevers  (River i us — Hoffman — Hux- 
ham — Pringle ) and  in  gangrenous  affedtions  in 
which  laft  it  is  ufed  externally  as  well  as  internally 
( Collin  Obfervationes  circa  Morbos.)  In  thefe 
cafes  it  is  combined  with  the  Peruvian  bark,  wine 
and  acids.  (Thejaur.  Med , p.  17 1 — 174)  It  has 
alfo  been  adminiftered  clyfterwife  with  the  beft 
effedt  to  children  labouring  under  the  confluent 
fmall  pox  accompanied  with  a typhoid  Hate  of 
the  fyftem.  Buckner  de  ufu  Cort.  Per  cum  Cam- 
phora  remixt.  in  febribus  ex  putredine  orris, 
1762. 

Humulus  Lupulus . Dicecia.  Pentandria. 
Scabridas.  Indigenous.  (Lupulus.  Coni.)  The 
Hop.  Poultices  made  of  the  dried  blofloms  or 
cojies;  macerated  in  water,  have  lately  been  ap- 

1 plied 
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plied  to  ill-conditioned  and  gangrenous  ulcers, 
with  very  good  effedt.  Trotter's  Med.  Nautica, 
Vol.  II.  Duncan's  Annals  of  Medicine,  Vol,  II, 

Myrrha.  (See  Vol.  I.  p.  147.)  Myrrh, 
Solutions  of  this  gum-refin  in  fpirit  of  wine 
(fee  Tinclura  Myrrha , Vol.  I,  p,  294)  are  fre- 
quently employed  in  lotions  for  foul  ulcers,  and 
in  gargles  againft  the  gangrenous  fore-throat.  In 
the  laft-mentiooed  cafes  it’s  more  volatile  parti- 
cles may  be  conveyed  to  the  fauces  along  with 
the  vapour  of  hot  water  or  vinegar.  Thejaur. 
Med.  p.  183. 

Oxalis  Acetofella.  Decandria.  Pentagynia. 
Gruinales.  Indigenous.  (Lujula.  Folia.)  Wood- 
forrel.  The  juice  of  this  plant  abounds  in  a 
peculiar  acid  termed  the  Oxalic  j which,  like  the 
citric,  is  powerfully  antifcorbutic. 

. 1 , 

The  Conferva  Lujula,  Ph.  Lond.  (Conferve  of 
Woodforrel)  is  prepared  by  bruifing  the  leaves  in 
a marble-mortar,  and  then  beating  them  together 
with  thrice  their  weight  of  double-refined  fugar, 
A tea-fpoon  full  or  more  may  be  given  occa- 
fionally.-r-The  expreffed  juice  may  be  taken  in 
the  fame  manner  as  lemon-juice.  What  is  termed 
the  effential  Salt  of  Woodforrel  (obtained  from  the 
expreffed  juice  by  filtration,  evaporation  and 

cryftal- 
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eryftallization)  is  not  pure  oxalic  acid,  but  an 
acidulous  fait  (like  the  cryftals  of  tartar)  com- 
pofed  of  the  vegetable  alkali  fuperfaturated  with 
the  acid  of  forrel.  Half  an  ounce  of  this  fait 


diffolved  in  fourteen  or  fixteen  ounces  of  hot 
water,  duly  fweetened,  forms,  when  cold,  a plea- 

fant  and  ufeful  beverage  in  malignant  fevers. 

The  pure  oxalic  acid  which  is  identical  with  the 
acid  of  fugar,  is  not  ufed  in  medicine.  Savary  de 
Sale  Effentiali  Acetofdlas,  1773.  Fourcroy  Syf- 
teme  des  Connaiffances  Chimiques,  Tom.  VII. 


Papaver  Sonmiferurn.  (See  Narcotics.)  The 
White  Poppy.  Its  infpiffated  juice,  called  Opium, 
is  given  freely,  in  conjunction  with  the  Peruvian 
bark  and  wine,  in  cafes  of  fphacelation.  (: Thefaur . 
Med.  p.  172.)  It  is  prefcribed  in  more  moderate 
dofes  in  malignant  fevers,  combined  with  fpices 
(as  in  the  inftance  of  the  Confeftio  Opiata. , 
Ph.  Lond.)  or  diffolved  in  fpirit  of  wine,  (as  in 
the  Tinftura  Opii,  Ph.  Lond.  et  Ed.)  and  added  to 
decoctions  of  cinchona,  contrayerva,  and  ferpen- 
taria,  or  to  camphorated  mixtures.  But  for  ob- 
fervations  on  thefe  and  other  opiate  preparations, 
the  reader  is  referred  to  Narcotics. 


Pinus  Larix.  Monoecia.  Monadelphia.  Co- 
nifers. Arbor.  Mountainous  parts  of  Europe. 
(Terebinthina  Veneta)  The  Larch-tree.  Succus 

relinofus 
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refinofus  ex  arbore  fauciata  promanans,  terebin -* 
thina  didtus.  Venice  turpentine  is  the  juice  which 
flows  from  incifions  made  in  the  trunk  of  the 
aforefaid  tree.  It  is  applied  externally  by  the  fur^ 
geons  in  foul  ulcers  and  gangrenous  affedtions  5 
as  well  as  its  diftilled  oil  {01  Terebinthin* , Ph. 
,Lond.  et  Ed.)  commonly  called  Spirit  of  Tur- 
pentine 3 which  is  obtained  by  diftilling  the  tur- 
pentine with  fomewhat  more  than  an  equal  quan- 
tity of  water.— Yellow  refln  ( Refina  fiava)  is  the 
fubftance  which  remains  after  this  diftillation ; and 
is  much  ufed  in  antifeptic  ointments  and  cerates. 
For  other  remarks  on  Turpentine  fee  Stimulants. 

Prunus  fpinoja.  The  Sloe.  See  Aftringents. 

Rises  nigrum.  The  Black  Currant.  See 
Aftringents. 

/ 

Ruta  graveolens.  Decandria.  Monogynia. 
Multiftliquas.  Southern  parts  of  Europe.  (Herba.) 
Rue.  An  infuflon  of  this  herb  in  vinegar  was 
formerly  in  much  efteem  as  an  antiloimic,  but  is 
now  juftly  difregarded  as  fuch.  It  has  alfo  been 
employed  in  fomentations  to  gangrenous  ulcers ; 
but  as  it  poflefles  no  fuperiority  over  chamomile 
or  wormwood,  for  thefe  purpoies,  it  may  well  be 
^rafed  from  the  catalogue  of  the  materia  medica. 

Carbo 
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Carbo  lignarius.  (Carbonium)  Charcoal. 
Carbon.  Charcoal  duly  prepared  from  wood* 
and  reduced  to  a fine  powder,  has  been  applied  to 
foul  ulcers  and  mortified  parts  with  apparent  ad- 
vantage. The  powder  may  be  mixed  up  with 
boiled  bread  and  milk,  and  applied  in  the  form  of 
a poultice.  Crell’.s  Chemical  Journal  (Engliffi 
f ranflation)  Yol.  III.  Beddoes  on  Factitious  Airs  ; 
and  Simmons'  Med,  Facts  and  Obferv.  Yol.  VII. 


1jas  acidum  carbonicnm.  Aer  fixus.  Gas 
Mephiticum.  Carbonic  Acid  gas.  Fixed  Air. 
Mephitic  Air.  This  elaftic  fluid  is  obtained  for 
medicinal  purpofes  by  pouring  vitriolic  acid  upon 
chalk  or  marble.  The  gas  thus  extricated  may 
be  combined  with  water  (pure  or  with  additions) 
by  means  of  an  apparatus,  in  common  ufe,  in- 
vented by  Nook.  Water  thus  impregnated  with 
the  carbonic  acid  gas  is  prefcribed  with  good 
effect  to  patients  labouring  under  typhus  and  other 
malignant  fevers.  It  may  be  drank  in  the  fame 
quantities  as  pure  water. — Much  of  the  efficacy  of 
the  acidulous  foda- water  depends  upon  its  fatura- 
tion  with  this  air;  which  is  likewife  a principal 
agent  in  the  faline  effervefcing  draughts  (being 
extricated  from  the  prepared  kali  on  the  admix- 
ture of  vinegar  or  lemon-juice)  and  in  all  fer- 
mented bottled  liquors,  when  in  a fparkjing  ftate. 

Befides 
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Befides  being  taken  in  thefe  ways  into  the 
ftomach,  it  has  alfo  been  frequently  drawn  into 
the  lungs  in  certain  difeafes  of  that  organ,  and 
particularly  in  the  advanced  ftage  of  phthifis  pul- 
monalis.  (V craved’ s Effays,  Vol.  I.)  In  this 

diforder,  however,  it  has  difappointed  expectation 
in  fome  late  trials.  Externally  it  has  been  applied 
to  foul  and  cancerous  ulcers  with  temporary  good 
efFeCt.  {Ewart’s  two  Cafes  of  Cancer,  1794.)  But 
even  here  it  feems  to  aCt  merely  as  a palliative. 
Whatever  efficacy  the  Fermenting-Cataplafm 
{Thejaur.  Med.  p.  180)  poffeffes,  it  is  wholly  to 
be  aferibed  to  this  gas  which  is  gradually  evolved 
from  it.  See  Beddoes’s  publications  on  Factitious 
Airs.  Alfo,  Pearfon  on  the  Different  Kinds  of 
Air,  1795. 

Fermentum  cerevif.£.  Spuma  cerevifire  fer- 
mentantis.  Flos  cerevifire  fermentantis.  Yeaft 
or  Yeft.  Within  thefe  few  years  this  fubftance 
has  been  cried  up  as  an  excellent  remedy,  in 
malignant  fevers.  Various  teftimonies  have  been 
produced  for  and  againft  its  antifeptic  virtues. 
At  prefent  the  evidence  on  both  fides  is  nearly 
equal  it  is  therefore  a matter  which  rauft  lie  over 
for  future  decifion.  It  is  given  internally  in  dofes 
of  a table-fpoon  full,  mixed  with  water,  porter, 
or  wine  and  water.  [In  the  laft  cafe,  how  much 
may  be  owing  to  the  Wine  !]  Externally  it  has 

been 
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been  applied  to  foul  ulcers  in  the  form  of  a 
cataplafm.  It  feems  to  promife  more  fuccefs  as 
an  outward  than  as  an  inward  remedy.  Whatever 
may  be  its  effedts,  they  are  to  be  afcribed  partly 
to  the  carbonic  acid  and  partly  to  the  bitter  prin- 
ciple of  the  hop  which  it  contains.  See  Beddoes's 
Confiderations  on  Factitious  Airs,  and  Medical 
and  Phyfical  Journal  for  1800  and  1801. 

Cerevisia.  Malt  liquor.  (See  Vol.  I.  p.  102) 
Frefh  table  beer>  fpruce  beer,  porter,  and  bottled 
beer,  are  good  antifeorbutics,  and  are  often  ad- 
miniftered  in  low  and  malignant  fevers,  with  the 
belt  fuccefs,  It  is  only  when  they  have  too  laxa- 
tive an  effedt  that  their  ufe  in  fuch  cafes  becomes 
improper. 

/ , 

Vinum.  Wine,  (See  Vol.  I.  p.  104)  In  the 
advanced  ftage  of  typhus  and  other  malignant 
fevers,  and  in  mortifications.  Port  Wine  is  per- 
haps the  moft  powerful  of  all  antifeptics.  In 
fuch  diforders  it  may  be  given  to  the  quantity  of 
feveral  pints  within  the  fpace  of  twenty-four 
hours. — Claret  is  preferable  to  port  wine  in 
ipany  of  thefe  cafes. — -Perry  and  Cyder3  which 
may  be  confidered  as  weaker  forts  of  wine,  may 
be  employed  for  the  fame  purpofes. — In  the  fevers 
above-mentioned  it  is  a proof  that  wine  and  other 
fermented  liquors  agree,  if,  during  their  life,  the 

tongue 


ANTISEPTICS. 


tongue  becomes  more  moift,  the  fkin  more  foft, 
the  pulfe  lefs  frequent  and  more  full,  and  the 
affettion  of  the  brain  more  moderate.  Where 
the  contrary  effects  are  obferved,  they  fhould  be 
diminifhed  or  difccfntinued. 


Spiritus  vini.  (Vol.  I.  p.  105)  Spirit  of 
Wine.  Ardent  Spirits.  Brandy  is  fometimes 
employed  internally  in  the  laft  ft  age  of  petechial 
fevers,  gangrenous  fore  throats,  and  in  the  black- 
vomiting of  the  yellow-fever  j in  which  laft  it  is 
perhaps  more  -to  be  relied  upon  than  any  other 
medicine  but  in  the  common  low  and  malig- 
nant fevers  of  this  country  it  is  feldom  advifeable 
to  exhibit  it  otherwife  than  in  a ftate  of  dilution 
with  water  and  admixture  with  acids,  as  in  the 
ftate  of  Punch  ; a liquor  which  may  in  fome  mea- 
fure  fupply  the  place  of  wine. — Externally  fpirit 
of  wine  is  employed,  alone  or  combined  with 
camphor,  as  an  embrocation  and  fomentation  in 
bruifes  and  mortification. 


(3)  From  the  Mineral  Kingdom. 

\ ' 

Aqua  frigida . In  malignant  and  peftilential 

fevers  Cold  Water,  employed  internally  and  ex- 
ternally, in  the  manner  and  with  the  cautions 
mentioned  under  Refrigerants,  proves  a mod 
powerful  antifeptic.  If  faturated  with  the  car- 

1 
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bonic  acid  gas  or  mixed  with  vinegar,  it  is,  in  the 
opinion  of  fome  practitioners,  ftill  more  efficacious* 

\ 

Acidum  muriaticum.  Muriatic  Acid.  (Spiri- 
tus  Salis  Marini.)  See  Refrigerants.  This  acid, 
added  to  water  in  fuch  quantities  as  render  it  plea- 
fantly  fharp  to  the  tafte,  affords^n  ufeful  medi- 
cine in  typhus  and  other  malignant  fevers ; but  we 
muft  not  imagine  with  a modern  German  phyfi- 
cian,  Profeffor  Reich,  that  this  and  the  other 
mineral  acids  are,  without  the  aid  of  other  agents, 
adequate  to  the  cure  of  all  fevers.  They  are 
even  hurtful  in  fome  conditions  of  fever.  It  may 
likewife  be  prefcribed  in  gargles  in  the  cynanche 
gangrasnofa.  For  thefe  purpofes  however  does  it 
poffefs  any  advantage  over  the  vitriolic  acid  ? 
(Fordyce  on  the  Virtues  of  Muriatic  Acid  in 
the  cure  of  putrid  difeafes,  1789.)  The  mu- 
riatic acid  vapour,  extricated  from  fea-falt  by 
pouring  ftrong  vitriolic  acid  upon  it,  is  often  em- 
ployed for  fumigating  the  apartments  of  thofe 
who  have  laboured  under  infectious  fevers.  The 
oxygenated  muriatic  vapour  or  oxy-muriatic 
vapour  (obtained  by  mixing  pulverized  manga- 
nefe  with  the  fait,  before  the  vitriolic  acid  is 
added)  anfwers  ftill  better  for  the  fumigating  pro- 
cefs  than  the  common  acid  vapour.  See  Guyton - 
Morveau  in  the  Annales  de  Chimie,  1801,  and. 
Rollo’s  Account  of  the  Artillery  Hofpital  at  Wool- 
wich, 1801. 
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Kali  oxymuriatum.  Lixiva  oxymuriata.  Mu- 
rias  oxygenatus  potaffe.  Oxymuriated  kali. 
Oxymuriated  lixiva.  Oxygenated  muriat  of 
potafh.  A fait  compounded  of  the  vegetable 
alkali  and  the  oxygenated  muriatic  acid.  It  has 
lately  been  employed  with  good  effedt  in  cafes  of 
typhus.  Dofe  from  three  to  five  grains.  Garnett 
in  Duncan's  Annals  of  Medicine,  Vol.  II.  and  IIL 
Alio  Medical  and  Phyfical  Journal,  1801.  . 


Acidum  vitriolicum.  Vitriolic  acid.  (See  Re- 
frigerants) This  acid  is  employed  in  malignant 
fevers,  diluted  with  water,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
the  muriatic  acid;  but  it  is  more  frequently  mixed 
with  decodtions  of  cinchona,  anguftura,  contray- 
erva,  &c.  It  is  alfo  employed  in  gargles.  Dofe 
of  the  diluted  acid  ( Acidum  ‘vitriolicum  dilution  y 
Ph.  Lond.)  twenty  or  forty  drops. — The  Acidu?n 
'vitrioli  aromaticum3  Ph.Ed.  (formerly  called  Elixir 
vitrioli  acidum)  is  made  by  mixing  (cautioufly) 
fix  ounces  of  vitriolic  acid  with  two  pounds  of 
redtified  fpirit  of  wine,  and  digefting  in  a gentle 
heat  for  three  days ; afterwards  adding  an  ounce 
and  a half  of  cinnamon,  and  one  ounce  of  ginger, 
and  digefting  again  for  fix  days ; then  filtering. 
Dofe  thirty  to  fixty  drops,  in  water,  decodtion  of 
cinchona,  &cc.—Spiritus  Mtheris  vitriolici,  Ph. 
Lond.  etEd.  (formerly  called  Spirit  us  vitrioli  dulcis.') 
fee  p.  $3.  Sixty  or  eighty  drops  of  this  dulcified 
Vol.  II,  . F acid 
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acid  may  be  given  for  a dofe  (joined  with  cam- 
phor or  other  aromatics)  in  malignant  fevers.  See 
Carmichael  Smyth  in  Med.  Communications,  Vol.  I. 
Alfo  on  the  Jail  Diftemper,  1795. 

Argilla  'vitriolata.  (Alumen)  Vitriolated  Ar- 
gill.  Alum.  Joined  with  the  Peruvian  bark, 
this  earthy  fait  is  fometimes  prefcribed  in  malig- 
nant fevers  accompanied  with  haemorrhages. 
( Wall  s Medical  Tracts,  1780.)  It  is  a common 
and  ufeful  addition  to  antifeptic  gargles,  and  is 
alfo  employed  in  lotions  againft  aphthous  affections 
of  the  mouth  and  tongue.  For  other  remarks  on 
this  fubftance,  and  for  an  account  of  its  prepara- 
tions and  dofes,  fee  Aftringents. 

\ 

Argentum  nitratum.  (Caufticum  lunare.)  Ni- 
trated Silver.  Lunar  Cauftic.  Solutions  of  this 
metallic  fait  have  lately  been  applied  with  advan- 
tage to  foul  ulcers,  (hhome,  as  before  quoted;  and 
Kollo  on  Diabetes,  1798.)  Qf  its  ufe  internally 

notice  will  be  taken  under  Antilpafmodics. 

/ • * \ ,* 

Cuprum  amnioniatum.  Ammoniated  Copper. 
The  Aqua  Cupri  ammoniati , Ph.  Lond.  (formerly 
Aqua  fapphirina)  may  be  employed  externally  for 
the  fame  purpofes  as  the  other  preparations  of 
this  metal  hereafter-mentioned.  It  is  obtained  by 
adding  one  drachm  of  fal  ammoniac  to  a pint  of 

lime- 
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lime-water,  and  letting  them  Hand  together  in  a 
copper-veflel  until  the  ammonia  is  Saturated  with 
the  copper. — It  is  alfo  ufed  as  an  application  to  the 
eye  in  certain  affections  of  that  organ. — There  is  a 
preparation  fimilar  to  the  above  in  the  Pb.  Ed. 
under  the  title  of  Aqua  Mruginis  ammoniata.  It 
is  made  by  mixing  together  eight  ounces  of  lime- 
water,  two  fcruples  of  fal  ammoniac,  and  four 
grains  of  verdigrife.  After  handing  for  twenty- 
four  hours  it  is  filtered. 

Cuprum  acetatum.  (.ZErugo.)  Acetated  Cop- 
per. Verdigrife.  This  metallic  preparation  is  not 
a perfect  neutral  fait,  but  confifts  of  carbonate  of 
copper  combined  with  fome  acetous  acid.  It  is 
employed  by  the  Surgeons  to  cleanfe  foul  ulcers. 
Oxymel  AEruginis , Ph.  Lond.  (formerly  called  Mel 
aEgyptiacum)  is  made  by  diffolving  one  ounce  of 
I verdigrife  in  feven  ounces  of  vinegar,  then  adding 
fourteen  ounces  of  honey,  and  boiling  the  whole 
to  a proper  confiftence.  It  is  applied  to  aphthae 
and  other  ulcerations.  In  the  Ed.  Ph.  there  is  an 
Ung.  AEruginis  which  is  applied  to  foul  fores  and 
ulcerated  conditions  of  the  eyes  and  eye-lids. 


Cuprum  vitriolatum.  (Vitriolum  cceruleum.) 
Vitriolated  Copper.  Blue  vitriol.  Solutions  of 
this  metallic  fait  are  employed  as  lotions  to  foul 
ulcers.  The  Aqua  cupri  vitriolati,  (Aqua  Styptica) 


F .2 
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Ph.  Ed.  though  commonly  applied  to  ftop  haemor- 
rhages, may  be  ufed  for  the  fame  purpofes. 


Natron  boracicatum.  (Borax.)  This  is  an 
imperfedt  neutral  fait,  in  which  the  boracic  acid 
is  fuperfaturated  with  the  natron  or  foda.  It  was 
formerly  much  employed  in  lotions  againft  aph- 
thous affedtions  of  the  mouth  and  tongue,  com- 
bined with  honey  or  honey  of  rofes  3 but  for 
this  purpofe  it  is  inferior  to  alum  or  vitriolated 
zinc  j and  is  therefore  now  feldom  prefcribed. 

Acidum  nit fi cum.  Nitric  acid.  The  nitric 

.acid  vapour,  extricated  from  nitrated  -kali  by. 
pouring  upon  it  vitriolic  acid,  is  employed  for 
fumigating  hofpitals  and  fick-rooms,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  oxy-muriatic  vapour.  N.B.  In 
this  mode  of  fumigation,  as  well  as  in  that  of  the 
muriatic  acid,  glazed  earthen  pipkins  or  galli- 
pots muft  be  employed.  See  Smyth  s Account  of 
Experiments  made  on  board  the  Union  Hofpital- 
Ship,  1796.  Alfo  on  Nitrous  Fumigation,  1799. 


The  Nitric  Acid  {Acidum  nitrojum , Ph.  Lond.) 
diluted  with  water,  in  the  proportion  of  about  a 
fcruple  of  the  acid  to  half  a pint  of  water,  has 
like  wife  been  fuccefsfully  employed  as  a lotion 
for  foul  ulcers.  See  Home's  Practical  Obfervations 


on  Ulcers,  1797. 
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N.  B.  Several  of  the  Articles  here  enumerated  cannot  in 
ftrifl  propriety  of  language  be  termed  aftringents,  but  are  in- 
ferted  amongft  fuch  medicines  fox  the  reafon  affigned  at  page 
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( 1 ) From  the  Animal  Kingdom. 
Acipenfer  Hu/o.  The  Jfnglas- 

M- 

Cervus  Elaphus.  The  Stag. 
Cornu  Cervi  ujlnm.  Burnt 
Hartjhorn. 

(2)  From  the  Vegetable  King- 

dom. 

H TEfculus  Hippocaflanum.  The 
Horfe  Chefnut. 

f Arbutus  XJva  Urji.  Bear's 
Whortleberry. 

Cinchona  officmahs,  Peruvian 
Bark. 

Cycas  Circinalii.  The  Sago- 
Palm. 

Haematoxylum  campechtanum. 
Logwood. 

Juglans  regia.  The  Walnut. 
Kino.  The  Red  ajlringefit 
Gum  of  Gambia . Kino.  . 


Maranta  arundinacea.  Indian 
Arrow-root. 

Mimofa  Catechu.  Catechu. 

Iufufum  catechu.  Tinftura 
Catechu.  Ivfufon  and  Tinc- 
ture of  Catechu. 

Papaver  Somn'tferu?n.  The 
White  Poppy. 

Opium  purifcatum.  Vurifed 
opium. 

Pul  vis  opiatus.  Opiate  Powder. 

Pulvis  cretae  compoftus  cum 
Opto Compound  powder  of 
Chalk  with  Opium. 

Confedlio  opidta.  Opiate  Con- 
fection. 

5 Polygonum  Biftorta.  Bif- 

tort. 

Prunus  fpinofa.  The  Sloe. 

Pterocarpus  Draco.  Dragon's 
Blood. 

3 Punica 


/ 
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Punica  Granatum.  The  Pome- 
granate. 

Ouaflia  Simarouba.  Simarouba. 

Quercus  Cerrls.  The  J. mall 
prickly  cupped  Oak. 

Gallae.  G allnuts. 

Quercus  Robur.  The  Common 
Oak. 

Rofa  Gallica.  The  Red  Rofe. 

Salix  alba.  The  White  Willow. 

Salix  fragilis.  The  fragile 
Willow. 

Salvia  officinalis.  Sage. 

f Symphytum  officinale.  Com - 

' frcJ' 

Tormentilla  erefta.  Tormentil. 


(3)  From  the  Mineral  King- 
dom. 

Argilla  •vitriolata.  Vitrlolated 
Argill  or  Alum. 

II  Bolus  Gallicus.  French  Bole. 

5 Bolus  Armenus.  Armenian 
Bole. 

Calx  oj'vva.  Quick-lime. 

Creta  prceparata.  Prepared 
Chalk. 

Plumbum  acetatum.  Acetated 
Lead. 

Cerufia  acetata.  Acetated 
Cerujfe. 

Zincum  'vitriolatum,  Vltria- 
lated  Zinc, 


Refina  Flava  Novi  Belgii.  Yel- 
low Gum  of  Botany  Bay  0 
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QOME  of  the  following  fubftances  (fuch  as  the 
ichthyocolla  and  cornu  cervi  among  the 
animal ; fago  and  arrow-root  among  the  vegeta- 
ble ; chalk  and  bole  among  the  mineral  fub- 
ftances) do  not  ftri&ly  belong  to  this  clafs,  being 
deftitute  of  the  aftringent  principle : but  as  they 
are  frequently  employed  for  reftraining  alvine  and 
other  profluvia,  and  in  that  refpeft  co-incide  with 
the  genuine  aftringents  j it  was  thought  right  to 
infert  them  here,  referring  for  obfervations  upon 
them  to  their  refpe&ive  places  under  Demulcents 
and  Abforbents, 

/ • / 

(i)  From  the  Animal  Kingdom. 

Acipenser  Hufo.  The  Ifinglas  Filh.  (See 
Demulcents.)  Ichthyocolla.  Jellies  made  by 
boiling  this  fubftance  in  milk  or  water,  fweetened 
and  aromatized,  are  ufeful  in  cafes  of  chronic 
diarrhoea. 

F4 
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Cervus  Elaphus.  The  Stag.  (Vol.  I.  p.  6) 
Jelly  prepared  from  the  rafped  horns  is  fuited  to 
the  fame  cafes  as  the  preceding.— The  Deco&ion 
of  the  burnt  bones  poffedfes  fimilar  properties, 
and  is  efpecially  ufeful  where  the  lax  flate  of  the 
inteftines  proceeds  from,  or  is  accompanied  with, 
acidity.  See  Abforbents. 


(2)  From  the  Vegetable  Kingdom . 

The  number  of  aftringent  vegetables  is  Jo  great , 
that  the  bare  catalogue  of  them  would  occupy  a large 
portion  of  an.odiavo  volume.  We  Jhall  therefore  con- 
tent ourf elves  with  noticing  very  few  befides  thofe  which 
have  a place  in  the  Pharmacopoeias  of  the  London  and 
Edinburgh  colleges. 

iEscuLus  Hippo  c aft  anum.  The  Horfe  Chef- 
nut.  See  Tonics. 

Arbutus  Uva  Urft,  Decandria.  Monogy- 
nia.  Bicornes.  Frutex.  Indigenous.  (Folia.) 
Bear’s  Whortleberry,  About  thirty  years  ago 
this  plant  was  held  in  high  efteern  as  a remedy  in 
calculous  and  nephritic  complaints,  and  was  par-* 
ticularly  extolled  by  the  celebrated  de  Haen  of 
Vienna.  Since  that  time  its  doubtful  efficacy  in 
the  majority  of  fuch  cafes  has  caufed  its  reputation 

to 
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to  dwindle  away,  and  it  is  now  rarely,  if  ever, 
prefcribed  in  this  country.  Dofe  of  the  powder 
from  fifteen  grains  to  half  a drachm.  It  is  alfo 
given  in  infufions.  ( rhejaur . Med.  p.  189.)  He 

* Uaen  Rat.  Medendi,  Vol.  I.  II.  and  III.  Murray 
Commentatio  de  Arbuto  Uva  Urfi,  17 and 
reprinted  in  Vol.  I.  of  his  Opufcula. 

Cinchona  officinalis.  (See  Antifepties)  Peru- 
vian Bark.  The  deco£tion  of  this  bark,  combined 
with  alum  and  other  aftringents,  is  often  employed 
in  cafes  of  haemorrhage,  diabetes,  and  fluor  albus. 
See  Tonics. 

Cycas  Circinalis.  The  Sago-Palm.  - See  De- 
mulcents, 

PLematoxylum  campechianum.  Decandria. 
Monogynia.  Lomentaceas.  Arbor.  Wefl-Indies. 
(Lignum  Campechianum.  Lignum  campechenfe.) 
Logwood.  This  is  a pleafant  and  ufeful  aftrin- 
gent  in  cafes  of  obftinate  diarrhoea,  and  in  the  ad- 
vanced flages  of  dyfentery.  A decodlion  may  be 
prepared  by  boiling  the  wood  in  water ; but  the 
Extraft  is  preferred  by  mofl  pra&itioners  diffolved 
in  peppermint-water,  or  cinnamon-water,  and 
given  in  the  form  of  draughts  or  a mixture. 
{Thejaur.  Med.  p.  195.)  It  may  alfo  be  adminif- 
tered  clyfterwife.  Dofe  of  the  extract  from  fifteen 

grains 
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grains  to  half  a drachm,  or  more.  It  is  to  be 
impreffed  on  the  minds  of  young  praditioners, 
that  this  and  the  other  aftringents  hereafter  men- 
tioned, are  highly  improper  in  the  early  periods 
of  dyfcnteric  affections ; it  is  only  in  the  pro- 
traded  ftage  that  they  are  ufeful.  In  this  refped 
the  preliminary  obfervations  to  the  clafs  Abfor- 
bents  will  apply  here.  See  alfo  the  fixth  and 

feventh  chapters  of  Zimmerman's  Treatife  on  the 
Dyfentery. 


Juglans  regia.  Moncecia.  Polyandria. 
Amentaceae.  Arbor.  Perfia,  but  naturalized  to 
the  temperate  parts  of  Europe.  (Frudus  imrna- 
turus.  Putamina  Nucum  viridia.)  The  Walnut. 
A decodion  made  by  fteeping  an  ounce  of  the 
green  outer  Ihells  of  the  fruit  for  three  or  four 
hours  in  a pint  of  water,  then  boiling  the  whole 
together  for  a quarter  of  an  hour  and  ftraining, 
has  been  applied  with  good  effed,  by  means  of 
lint  or  compreffes  of  fine  rag  wet  therewith,  to 
fungous  and  other  ulcers.  (Tranfadions  of  the 
Jofephine  Academy  at  Vienna,  Vol.  I.)  For  other 
remarks  on  this  fruit  and  its  preparations,  fee 
Anthelminthics, 


Kino.  Gummi  rubrum  aflringens  Gambienfe. 
(Gummi-refina.)  Kino.  The  red  aftringentgum. 
The  red  gum  of  Gambia.  This  gum-refin  is  fre-* 

quently 
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quently  and  fuccefsfully  employed  in  diarrhoeas, 
fluor  albus,  and  uterine  haemorrhages,  in  dofes  of 
fifteen  to  thirty  grains,  diffufed  by  means  of  muci- 
lage with  aqueous  and  aromatic  liquors.  In  the 
Edinburgh  Pharmacopoeia  there  is  a combination 
of  it  with  alum,  under  the  title  of  Pulvis  Alumims 
compofitus  (vulgo  Pulvis  Stypticus.)  It  confifts  of 
alum  four  parts,  kino  one  part.  Dofe  fifteen 
grains  to  half  a drachm,  in  pulmonary  and  uterine 
haemorrhages.  It  is  alfo  an  ingredient  in  the 
Eleffuarium  catechu , Ph.  Ed,  See  Mimofa  catechu. 
The  Tinfiura  Kipoy  Ph.  Ed.  is  made  by  digefting 
for  eight  days  two  ounces  of  this  gum-refin  in  a 
pound  and  a half  of  proof  fpirit.  Dofe  one  or 
two  drachms  mixed  up  with  aqueous  liquors  by 
means  of  mucilage.  Fothergill  in  Med.  Obf.  and 

Inquiries,  Vol.  I.  and  reprinted  in  his  Works. 

/ 

Mar  ant  a arundinacea.  Indian  Arrow-root. 
See  Demulcents. 

Mimosa  Catechu.  Polygamia.  Monoecia. 
Lomentaceae.  Arbor.  Eaft-Indies.  (Catechu, 
Extraftum  Catechu.  Succus  fpifiatus  Terra 
Japonica  diftus.)  The  infpiffated  gummi-refin- 
ous  juice  of  this  tree,  called  by  the  unappropriate 
name  of  terra  japonica,  is  one  of  the  molt  valuable 
medicines  of  the  aftringent-clafs,  and  is  frequently 
employed,  with  the  beftfuccefs,  in  the  fame  cafes 


as 
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as  the  kino.  Being  lefs  ftimulant  than  the  laft- 
memioned  refin,  it  is  better  fuited  to  the  majority 
of  haemorrhagic  cafes,  as  weii  as  to  fome  fpecies 
of  alvine  fluxes.  It  is  equally  ufeful  in  gleets  and 
uor  albus  ; nor  has  it  been  wanting  of  efficacy  in 
diabetes.  In  the  form  of  a dentrifrice  or  collutory 
it  has  been  employed  with  advantage  in  fcorbutic 
afl-edions  of  the  gums  and  mouth.  Byreafon  of 
the  mucilaginous,  and  extra&ive  matter  which  it 
contains,  it  is  rtfifcible  per  Je  with  aqueous  liquors. 
It  is  given  in  dofes  of  one  or  two  fcruples.  The 
Rlefluariutn  Catechu , Ph,  Ed.  (formerly  called 
Confeftio  Japonica)  is  compofed  of  catechu  four 


ounces,  kino  three  ounces,  cinnamon  and  nut- 
meg, each  one  ounce,  opium  (foftened  with  white 
wine)  one  drachm  and  a half,  lyrup  of  red-rofes 
(boiled  to  the  cdhfiftence  of  honey)  two  pounds 
and  a quarter.  Dofe,  two  fcruples  to  a drachm 
and  a half,  in  diarrhoeas,  and  in  the  advanced 
flages  of  dyfentery.  The  Infujum  Catechu , Ph.  Ed. 
(formerly  called  Infufum  Japonicurn)  is  made  by 
macerating  two  drachms  and  a half  of  catechu, 
and  half  a drachm  of  cinnamon  in  feven  ounces  of 
boiling  water,  for  a couple  of  hours  j then  filter- 
ing and  adding  one  ounce  of  Ample  fyrup.  Dofe 
two  or  three  table-fpoons  full,  occaflonally.  The 
Tinfitura  Catechu , Ph.  Lond.  (formerly  called 
Tinctura  Japonica)  is  made  by  digefting,  for  ten 
days,  three  ounces  of  catechu,  and  two  ounces  of 

i - cinnamon. 
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cinnamon,  in  a quart  of  proof  Spirit.  The  Tinc- 
tura  Catechu,  Ph.  Ed.  is  made  by  digefting  for 
eight  days  the  fame  quantities  of  catechu  and  cin- 
namon, in  two  pounds  and  a half  of  proof  fpmt. 
Dofe  of  either  one  or  two  drachms,  incorporated 
by  means  of  mucilage  with  common  water,  cin- 
namon-water, peppermint-water,  camphor-mix- 
ture, &c. — \TheJaur.  Med . p.  197O  This,  as  Pro- 
feflor  Murray  has  remarked,  is  the  leaft  ufeful  of 
all  its  preparations. — Kerr  in  Vol.  V.  of  Med. 
Obf.  and  Inquiries.  Murray  de  Catechu,  1779* 
and  reprinted  in  Vol.  II.  of  his  Opufcula. 

Pap  aver  Scmniferum.  (See  Narcotics.)  The 
White  Poppy.  The  exficcated  juice  (Opium) 
and  Tincture,  are  frequently  employed  alone  and 
in  combination  with  abforbents,  aflnngents,  and 
aromatics,  (fee  Pulvis  Opiatus , and  Pulvis  CreU 
compofitus  cum  Opio  under  Abforbents ; and  Con- 
fettio  Opiata  under  Narcotics)  in  alvine  fluxes,  in 
diabetes,  and  in  uterine  and  pulmonary  haemor- 
rhages •,  in  which  laft,  however,  it  is  obvious  that 
aromatic  additions  to  it  are  highly  improper.  In 
cholera,  and  in  the  fymptomatic  diarrhoeas  .which, 
occur  in  the  advanced  ftage  of  malignant  fevers, 
the  different  forms  of  opiates  are  eminently  ufeful 
by  reftraning  the  inordinate  evacuations,  and 
thereby  preventing  the  dangerous  co'nfequences 
that  would  otherwife  follow  from  debility  and 

exhauftion. 


?£>  astringents.  ClafsVt 

cxhauftion.  They  are  likewife  ferviceable  in  cer- 
tain  ft  ages  of  dyfentery  5 in  which,  however,  their 
premature  exhibition  has  often  been  productive  of 
great  mifchief.  Sir  John  Pringle  has  remarked, 
that  opiates  fhould  never  be  given  in  dyfentery 
until  the  patient  has  had  fufficient  evacuations, 
otherwife  by  confining  the  morbific  caufe,  they 
aggravate  all  the  fymptoms.  Sir  George  Baker 
' found  them  not  advifable  in  this  diforder  until  the 
ftools  became  nearly  of  their  natural  confidence. 
Dr.  Donald  Monro  obferved  in  his  practice  that 
when  adminiftered  in  the  firft  period  of  dyfentery, 
opiates  generally  checked  the  alvine  difcliarge  too 
fuddenly  and  ftrongly,  whence  the  tormina  and 
fever  were  increafed.  He,  therefore,  waited  till 
the  bowels  had  been  well  evacuated,  and  then  pre- 
fcribed  them  only  in  moderate  dofes,  (chiefly  at 
night)  fo  as  to  alleviate  pain  and  procure  fome 
fleep;  but  never  in  fuch  quantities  as  to  induce 
ftupor,  or  entirely  retrain  the  flux.  (See  Zimmer- 
man on  the  Dyfentery,  Chap.  VII.  where  fimilar 
precautions  are  adduced  from  other  celebrated 
practitioners.)  Joined  with  alum  and  the  extract 
of  cinchona,  opium  is  advantageoufiy  employed 
in  diabetes  -3  and  in  combination  with’  vitriolated 
zinc  and  digitalis,  in  uterine  and  pulmonary 
hemorrhages. 

51  Polygonum  Bijlorta,  Odtandria.  Trigynia. 

Oleracee. 
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Oleraceae.  Indigenous.  (Biftorta.  Radix.)  Bif- 
tort. — The  root  of  this  plant  has  long  held  a place 
in  the  Pharmacopoeias  of  the  London  and  Edin- 
burgh colleges.  It  undoubtedly  pofleffes  confi- 
derable  aftringency ; but  by  no  means  more  than 
feveral  other  vegetables  of  this  clafs,  and  even 
lefs  than  fome  of  them.  We  therefore  deem  it  to 
be  wholly  fuperfluous. 


Prunus  fpinofa.  Icofandria.  Monogynia.  Po- 
maces. Frutex.  Indigenous.  (Primus  fylvef- 
tris.  Frudtus.)  The  Sloe.  The  fruit  of  this 
Ihrub  is  a cooling,  powerful,  aftringent ; and  ac- 
cordingly the  Conferve  prepared  by  mixing  its  pulp 
with  thrice  its  weight  of  fine  fugar,  is  occafionally 
employed  for  checking  diarrhoeas.  Infufions  are 
alfo  fometimes  prepared  from  the  conferve  and 
employed  as  gargles,  in  cafes  of  angina,  and 
fcorbutic  affedtions  of  the  gums. 


Pte'rocarpus  Draco.  Diadelphia.  Decandria. 
Papilionaceas.  South  America  and  the  Eaft-Indies. 
Arbor.  (Succus  refinofus  Sanguis  Draconis  dic- 
tus  ex  arbore  incifa  promanans  foleque  exficcatus) 
Dragon’s  blood.  The  dark  red  fubftance  which 
goes  under  the  name  of  Dragon’s  blood,  is  faid  to 
be  obtained  from  other  trees  befides  this ; as  well 
as  from  a fpecies  of  the  Rattan  cane.  Calamus 
Kotang,  (fee  Murray’s  Apparatus,  Vol.V.  p.  301, 
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and  IVoodville's  Med.  Bot.  Vol.  III.  p.  475)  grow- 
ing in  Cochinchina,  Malacca,  and  other  parts  of 
the  Eaft-Indies.  It  is  of  a gummi-refinous,  nature 
and  pofleffes  confiderable  aftringency ; in  confe- 
quence  of  which  it  is  fometimes  prefcribed  in 
laxities  of  the  inteftinal  canal,  in  fluor  albus,  and 
in  cafes  of  haemorrhage.  For  moft  of  thefe  pur- 
pofes,  however,  it  is  inferior  to  the  catechu  and 
kino.  Dofe,  fifteen  or  twenty  grains.  From  an 
opinion,  which  feems  to  reft  on  a very  flight  foun- 
dation, it  has  for  a great  length  of  time  been  ufed 
externally,  in  the  compofition  of  healing  and 
ftrengthening  plafters.  It  is  one  of  the  ingre- 
dients in  the  Emflafirum  Thuris  compofitum , 
Ph.  Lond. 


Punica  Granatum.  Icofandria.  Monogynia. 
Pomaceae.  Arbor.  Southern  parts  of  Europe. 
(Granatum.  Fiores  Balauftia  didti;  nec  non 
cortex  Frudtus.)  The  Pomegranate.  The  flowers, 
called  BalauJHnes , and  the  rind  of  the  fruit  are 
powerfully  ftyptic.  Deco&ions  prepared  from  the 
flowers,  and  rind  ( Thejaur . Med.  p.  199)  have 
fometimes  been  prefcribed  for  reftraining  the  col- 
liquative diarrhoea  and  fweats  which  accompany 
heftic  fever;  but  they  are  more  frequently  and 
perhaps  more  properly  employed  in  the  form  of 
injections  and  gargles,  in  cafes  of  leucorrhcea  and 
angina. 


Quassia 
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Quassia  Simarouba.  (See  Toiiics.)  Simarouba. 

Quercus  Cerris.  Moncecia.  Polyandria. 
Amentaceas.  Arbor.  Southern  parts  of  Europe 
and  the  Levant.  (Gallae,  nidi  feu  domicilia  in- 
fedtorum  ex  Cynipidis  genere.  Gallte  turcica.) 
The  fmall  prickly  cupped  Oak.  Gallnuts,  which 
are  the  nefts  or  habitations  of  infedts  belonging  to 
the  genus  cynips,  are  found  upon  the  common  oak 
as  well  as  upon  this  fpecies ; but  as  thofe  which 
are  imported  from  Aleppo,  and  which  are  colledted 
from  the  quercus  cerris , are  what  (being  deemed 
.the  belt)  are  met  with  in  the  fhopsj  it  appeared 
right  to  notice  them  apart  under  this  article. 
Although  thefe  excrefcences,  improperly  termed 
nuts,  are  the  covering  or  abodes  of  infedls,  yet 
they  are  of  a vegetable  nature,  and  derive  the 
whole  of  their  altringency  from  the  oak  itfelf. 
Of  all  aftringent  fubftances,  Gallnuts  are  the  moll 
powerful.  They  are  generally  confidered  as  too 
rough  to  be  taken  into  the  ftomach;  though  autho- 
rities are  not  wanting  for  their  employment  inter- 
nally againft  agues  and  other  diforders.  Accord- 
ing to  Dr.  Cullen , they  may  be  fafely  given  in 
combination  with  gentian  and  other  bitters ; but 
the  remark  made  on  this  fubjedt  by  Murray  (Ap- 
paratus Med.  Yol.  VI.  p.  9)  appears  to  us  very 
judicious ; viz.  that  we  fhould  be  cautious  of 
ufing  fuch  ftrong  aftringents  as  the  prefent  in  the 
v°l.  II.  G treat- 
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treatment,  of  intermittents,  fince  they  only  fufpend 
for  a while,  inftead  of  completely  removing  the 
diforder,  and  are  apt  to  lay  the  foundation  for 
Vifceral  obftrudtions. — With  more  propriety  are 
Gallnuts  prefcribed  in  infufions  for  injedtions  and 
gargles  j and  it  is  faid  that  one  part  of  the  pulve- 
rized nuts  mixed  up  with  eight  parts  of  hog’s 
lard  ( Thejaur . Med.  p.  203)  forms  an  ufeful  appli- 
cation againft  the  blind  piles. 


Quercus  Robur.  Clafs  and  order,  the  fame  as 
above.  Indigenous.  (Cortex.)  The  Common 
Oak.  Like  other  aftringent  vegetable  fubftances 
oak-bark  has  been  employed  for  the  cure  of  in- 
termittent fevers,  diarrhoea  and  fluor  albus;  but 
in  regard  to  its  internal  exhibition  in  thele  and 
other  diforders,  the  caution  thrown  out  above  on 
the  fubjedt  of  galls,  will  in  a great  meafure  apply 
here.  By  combining  it,  indeed,  with  bitters 
( Thejaur . Med.  p.  188)  and  perhaps  with  a fmali 
quantity  of  opium,  the  mifchief  to  be  apprehended 
from  its  ftrong  ftypticity  may,  in  fome  degree,  be 
counteradted.  Let  us  not  however  deceive  our- 
lelves  with  the  idea  that,  by  fuch  modes  of  com- 
bination, we  can  render  the  bark  of  this  tree 
equally  efficacious  as  a febrifuge  and  a tonic  with 
the  Peruvian  bark  j yet  it  has  been  termed  the 
Cinchona  of  Europe.  ( Helvig  de  Quinquina  Eu- 
ropseorum,  1712*)  Decodtions  of  Oak  bark  are 
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employed  is  injections  in  uterine  hemorrhages  and 
leucorrhei;  and  as  gargles  in  anginous  affections 
of  the  uvula  and  tonfils ; in  the  laft  of  which  cafes 
alum  is  an  ufeful  addition.  ( Thejaur . Med.  p.  206.) 


Rosa  gailicai  Icofandria.  Polygynia;  Sen- 
ticofe:  Southern  parts  of  Europe.  Frutex, 

(Rofa  rubra.  Petala.)  The  Red  Rofe.  By 
maceration  in  hot  water  the  petals,  or  leaves  of 
the  bloffoms,  yield  a pleafant  lightly  aftringent 
liquor,  which  is  frequently  preferibed  (with  the 
addition  of  the  vitriolic  acid,  and  a few  drops  of 
tinCture  of  opium)  ini'  pulmonary  and  uterine 
haemorrhages,  and  in  the  colliquative  fweats  of 
phthifis  pulmonalis  and  heCtic  fever.  {Thejaur. 
Med.  p.  196.)  And,  by  way  of  gargle,  with  the 
addition  of  alum  in  cafes  of  fore  throat.  ( Thejaur „ 
Med.  p.  206.)  Of  itfelf  it  is  not  fufficiently 
powerful  for  reftraining  alvine  fluxes,  but  in  fuch 
affeClions  the  unacidulated  infufion  may  be  em- 
ployed, when  combined  with  the  extraCt  of  cin^ 
chona,  or  with  catechu  or  kino.~The  hjujum 
RoJat  Ph.  Lond.  (formerly  called  TinCtura  Rofa- 
rum)  is  made  by  macerating  half  an  ounce  of  the 
dried  petals  in  two  pints  and  a half  of  boiling 
water  for  half  an  hour,  and  adding,  while  the  infu- 
fion is  going  on,  three  drachms  of  diluted  vitriolic 
acid.  When  cold,  the  liquor  is  filtered,  and 
fweetened  with  an  ounce  and  a half  of  white 
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fugar.  N.  B.  This  infufion  mud  be  prepared 
either  in  glafs  or  china  vefiels. — Half  an  hour  ap- 
pears to  be  too  fhort  a time  for  the  maceration  ; 
accordingly,  in  their  Formula,  the  Edinburgh 
College  have  diredted  the  petals  and  water  to  ftand 
together  for  the  fpace  of  four  hours.  In  other  re- 
fpedls  the  Infufum  Rojarum , Ph.  Ed.  coincides  with 
that  of  the  London  College,  excepting  that  in  the 
Edinb.  there  is  half  a drachm  of  the  undiluted  vi- 
triolic acid  to  two  pints  and  a half  of  the  infufion, 
which  gives  it  a greater  degree  of  acidulation  than 
the  London  infufion.  Both  thefe  preparations  are 
given  internally  in  doles  of  two  or  three  ounces  » 
and  are  ufed  topically  as  gargles,  in  the  cafes  be- 
fore-mentioned.— The  Conferva  Rof<e>  Ph.  Lond, 
et  Ed.  is  made  by  beating  up  the  petals  with  a 
fufficient  quantity  of  refined  fugar  j and  is  em- 
ployed, in  combination  with  nitre  or  alum  or 
catechu,  and  a few  drops  of  tincture  of  opium, 
in  haemorrhages  from  the  lungs  and  uterus.  Dofe 
half  a drachm  or  two  fcruples.  (See  Refrigerants, 
p.  39.)  The  Mel  Ro/*,  Ph.  Lond.  (formerly 
Mel  rofaceum)  is  obtained  by  macerating  for  fix 
hours  in  three  pints  of  hot  water  four  ounces  of 
the  petals ; then  Braining  the  liquor  and  adding 
to  it  five  pounds  of  clarified  honey,  and  boiling 
the  whole  to  the  confiftence  of  a fyrup.  It  is  added 
to  gargles,  and  lotions  for  the  mouth,  in  cafes  of 

fore  throat  and  aphthae. — The  Syrupus  Rof<e,  Ph. 
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Lond.  and  Syrupus  Rojarum  r librarian,  Ph.  Ed.  are 
chiefly  employed  for  fweetening  and  colouring 
juleps  and  mixtures.  Certainly  their  medicinal 
powers  are  infignificant. 

'■  ) ■ ' . 

Salix  alba.  The  White  Willow,  See  Tonics. 

Sal ix  fragilis.  The  fragile  Willow.  Sep 
Tonics. 


Salvia  officinalis.  Diandria.  Monogynia.  Ver- 
ticellatae.  Southern  parts  of  Europe.  (Folia.) 
The  leaves  of  this  plant  poflefs  fome  degree  of 
aftringency,  as  is  proved  by  their  chemical  agency 
on  folutions  of  vitriolated  iron.  It  is  faid  that  in^- 
fufions  of  them  in  water  or  red  wine  and  water, 
have  been  given  with  good  effeft  in  ,he6tical  per- 
fpirations.  ( Thefaur . Med.  p.  201)  in  which  cafes 
their  efficacy  would  doubtlefs  be  increafed  by  the 
addition  of  a due  proportion  of  vitriolated  zinc 
and  tinfture  of  opium.  The  infufion  of  the  leaves, 
mixed  with  honey  and  vinegar,  is  a well-known 
gargle,  frequently  relbrted  to  in  cales  of  lore 
throat,  in  this  and  other  countries.  Beyond  this, 
what  more  can,  confidently  with  accurate  obfer- 
vation  and  experience,  be  afferted  concerning  the 
medical  virtues  of  fage?  Yet,  as  Bergius  has 
noticed,  in  the  year  1688,  one  Chr.  Fred.Paulini 
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had  the  patience  to  write  414  pages  in  8vo.  on 
this  vegetable  alone  !— - fo  much  did  he  outdo  the 


fchool  of  Salernum. 


Symphytum  officinale.  Pentandria.  Mono- 
gynia.  Afperifolias.  Indigenous.  (Confolida 
major.  Radix  et  Herba.)  Comfrey.  Decoc- 
tions of  the  root  and  herb  of  this  plant,  were 
formerly  employed  for  reftraining  haemorrhages 
from  the  lungs  and  other  vifcera ; but  in  modern 
practice  the  preference  is  given  to  the  catechu, 
kino,  and  other  articles  of  this  clafs,  which  have 
been  preyioufly  noticed. 

Tormentilla  erefta.  Icofandria.  Polygynia. 
Senticofae.  Indigenous.  (Radix.)  Tormentih 
Half  an  ounce  of  the  root  coarfely  pounded  and 
boiled  in  fixteen  ounces  of  water  down  to  twelve, 
gives  a good  aftringent  decodtiop,  fu|ted  to  the 
fame  cafes  as  the  deco&ion  of  logwood  and  infu- 
fion  of  catechu,  before-mentioned.  The  pulve- 
rized root  is  an  ingredient  in  the  Pulvis  CreU  com - 
fofitus , Ph.  Lond.  for  the  dofes  and  ufes  of  which, 
fee  the  article  Creta. 


.Resina  Rlava  Novi  Belgii.  Botany  Bay 
Gum  or  Refm.  (Acoroides  refinifera.)  This 
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refinous  fubftance,  which  is  of  a yellow  and  yel- 
low-red colour,  has  lately  been  employed  and  re- 
commended in  alvine  fluxes  and  other  difordcrs 
requiring  the  aid  of  aftringent  medicines.  It 
may  be  given  in  fubftance,  triturated  with  muci- 
lage of  gum  arabic,  and  thereby  incorporated  with 
any  of  the  diftilled  aromatic  waters  or  the  tinc- 
ture prepared  from  it  may,  by  the  fame  means, 
:be  mixed  with  common  water,  and  be  taken  in 
the  form  of  draughts.  Of  the  refin  the  dofe  is  from 
fifteen  grains  to  half  a drachm ; of  the  tintture 
one  or  two  drachms.  Has  it  any  advantages  over 
the  kino  ? Kite  on  the  Acoroides  refinifera  or  Yel- 
low Gum  of  Botany  Bay,  in  Vol.  IY.  of  the 
Memoirs  of  the  Med.  Society  of  London  ; and 
Chamberlaine  in  the  Med.  and  Phyf.  Journal  for 
,j8oi. 


(3)  From  the  Mineral  Kingdom. 

Argilla  vitriolata.  Alumen.  Vitriolated 
Argill.  Alum.  Vitriolated  argill  fhould,  in  con- 
formity with  its  title,  confift  of  vitriolic  acid  and 
argillaceous  earth  only  j but  that  faline  product 
which  goes  by  this  name  contains  a portion  of  the 
vegetable  alkali  (in  addition  to  the  argill)  in  com- 
bination with  the  vitriolic  acid  : and  in  fome  in- 
•ftances  other  matters  are  alfo  joined  with  it. 

Q 4 * Fourcrof 
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Fourcroy  Connaiflances  Chimiques,  Tom.  III.  fe<T 
5.)  Bun  thefe  contaminations  are  of  little  con- 
fequence,  in  regard  to  its  ufe  as  a drug.  Some 
forts  of  alum  contain  an  impregnation  of  iron  j 
from  which  (or  any  other  metallic  additament)  they 
may  be  freed  by  the  purifying  procefs  ( Alumini$ 
purificatio)  diredted  by  the  College. 

Alum  holds  a principal  place  among  aflringent 
medicines  ; and  is  frequently  and  fuccefsfully  em- 
ployed in  - cafes  of  diarrhoea,  diabetes  [Mead, 
Brocklejby , Vogel,)  fluor  albus,  and  haemorrhages 
from  the  nofe,  lungs,  and  uterus.  (Hefoetius, 
Cullen.')  On  thefe  occafions  it  is  joined  with 
mucilages,  camphor,  catechu,  extradt  of  cinchona, 
opium,  &c.— It  is  alfo  added  to  gargles  and  lotions 
for  the  throat  and  mouth,  in  cafes  of  angina  and 
aphthae.  Of  its  ufe  as  an  auxiliary  to  the  cinchona 
in  intermittent  fevers,  and  to  opium  in  certain 
fpecies  of  colic,  notice  will  be  taken  under  Tonics. 
Dofe  from  five  to  fifteen  grains ; in  larger  dofes  it ' 
is  apt  to  vomit  and  purge. — The  Pnlvis  Aluminis 
compofitus , Ph.  Ed.  (vulgo  Pulvis  .Stypticus)  of 
which  this  earthy  fait  Is  the  bafis,  has  been  already- 
noticed  under  the  article  kino,  where  its  ufes  and  „ 
dofes  are  mentioned.  Serum  laffis  aluminojum 
(Alum  Whey)  is  prepared  by  boiling  a drachm  or 
two  of  alum  in  a pint  of  milk  and  afterwards 
{training.  ( Thejaur , Med.  p.  198.)  Two  or  three 
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* ounces  are  given  for  a dofe,  in  diabetes. — Alum  is 
added  to  gargles  either  in  its  crude  ftate  (pulve- 
rized) or  deprived  of  its  water  of  cryftallization 
by  expolure  to  heat,  in  which  ftate  it  is  termed, 
burnt  alum.  (Alumen  Uftum.)  One  drachm  of  the 
crude  alum  or  half  a drachm  of  the  burnt  alum,  to 
a pint  of  any  aftringent  decodlion  or  infufion,  will 
be  found  a r fufficient  proportion.  ( Thejaur . Med . 
p.  206.) — The  Cataplajma  Aluminis , Ph.  Lond. 
(formerly  called  Coagulum  aluminofum ; Alum 
Curd)  is  made  by  ihaking  a piece  of  alum  with 
the  white  of  egg,  until  the  latter  is  curdled.  It  is 
ufed  in  fome  fpecies  of  ophthalmia,  fpread  upon 
tag  and  applied  in  bed. — T hz  Aqua  Aluminis  compo- 
JUa>  Ph.  Lond.  (formerly  Aqua  aluminofa  Bateana) 
is  made  by  diflolving  half  an  ounce  of  alum,  and 
half  an  ounce'  of  vitriolated  zinc,  in  a quart  of 
boiling  water.  Jt  is  ufed  for  collyria,  lotions,  and 
ihjedtions.— Alum  is  an  ingredient  in  the  Aqua 
Gupri  vitriolati  compofita , Ph.  Ed.  for  which  fee  the 
article  cuprum  farther  on.  Seydler  de  Alumine 
ejufque  Ufu  medico,  1772.  Lind  de  Aluminis 
virtute  medica,  17 84. 


*[[  Bolus  Gallicus  et  Armenus.  French  and  Ar- 
menian Bole.  See  Abforbents. 

1 . . 1 

Calx  pira.  Calx  'viva.  Quicklime.  The 
• Aqua  calcisy  Ph.  Lond.  et  Ed.  is  fotnetimes  lifeful 
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in  the  diarrhoea  which  occurs  in  heflical  diforders 
(where  it  is  often  added  to  afs’s  or  cow’s  milk  made 
warm)  in  diabetes  and  fluoralbus.  Its  preparation 

and  dofes  have  been  already  mentioned  under 
Abforbents. 

Creta  prapar  at  a.  Prepared  Chalk.  Ufeful 

in  the  fame  cafes  as  the  preceding.  See  Ab- 
forbents. 

Cuprum  vitriolatum.  (Vitriolum  cceruleum.) 
Vitriolated  Copper.  Blue  vitriol.  This  metallic 
fait  is  chiefly  employed  externally  by  the  furgeons 
as  an  efcharotic  (fee  Antifepticsj  and  diflfolved  in 
large  quantities  of  water,  as  a collyrium  in  purulent 
ophthalmies.  To  this  laft  purpofe  is  adapted  the 
Jqua  cupri  vitriolati  compofita , Ph.  Ed.  (formerly 
called  Aqua  ftyptica)  which  confifts  of  vitriolated 
copper  and  alum,  each  three  ounces,  water  two 
pounds,  vitriolic  acid  an  ounce  and  a half.  The 
alum  and  vitriol  are  diffolved  in  the  water  by  boil- 
ing, after  which  the  liquor  being  filtered,  the  acid 
is  added  to  it.  When  ufed  as  a collyrium  this 
muft  be  further  diluted  with  water.  Pledgets 
dipped  in  this  folution  are  put  up  the  noftrils  to 
Hop  bleedings  from  the  nofe. — Some  praflitioners 
have  ventured  to  prefcribe  vitr.  copper  internally  in 
cafes  of  haemorrhage,  and  in  alvine  fluxes,  in  dofes 
of  an  eighth  or  a quarter  of  a grain  ; but  for  thefe 
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purpofes  the  vitriolated  zinc  is  to  be  preferred, 
being  a fafer  medicine  and  producing  the  fame 
effects  when  given  in  larger  dofes.  Concerning 
the  employment  of  this  metallic  f4.lt  in  intermit- 
tents,  fee  Tonics. 


Plumbum  acetatuni,  Ceruffa  acetata . (Sac- 

charum  Saturni.)  Acetated  Lead.  Acetated 
Ceruffe.  Sugar  of  Lead.  This,  like  all  the 
faline  preparations  of  lead,  is  powerfully  reftrin- 
gentj  and  has  accordingly  been  prefcribed  in- 
ternally by  fome  pradtitioners,  in  cafes  of  pulmo- 
nary and  uterine  haemorrhage,  in  dofes  of  half  a 
grain  to  a grain  and  a half,  made  into  pills  with 
rofe-conferve,  and  joined  with  opium.  ( Thejaur . 
Med.  p.  190.  Reynolds  in  Vol.  III.  of  the  Med. 
Tranfadt.  of  the  Lond.  Coll,  of  Phyficians.)  Many 
phyficians  have  been  deterred  from  the  exhibition 
of  acetated  lead  in  theft  and  other  cafes  by  the 
confideration  of  the  deleterious  effedts  which  thofe 
perfons  experience,  who  are  frequently  or  con- 
ftantly  expofed  to  the  effluvia  arifing  from  this 
metal,  in  the  working  of  mines,  the  fmelting  of 
ores,  and  in  certain  arts,  trades,  and  manufac- 
tures j but,  as  Dr.  Donald  Monro  (Med.  and  Phar- 
maceutical Chemiftry,  Vol.  I.  p.  281)  has  re- 
marked, its  occafional  exhibition,  in  the  manner 
above  propofed,  is  very  different  from  its  being 
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taken  into  the  body  conftantly,  and  for  a great 
ength  of  time.  He  has  feen  feveral  inftances 
where  it  has  produced  the  belt  effects  in  the  cafes' ' 
above-mentioned,  without  producing  the  lead  in- 
convenience : he  therefore  thinks  that  where  otb<ff 
medicines  fail,  and  the  patients  are  in  danger  of 
dying  from  the  bleeding,  a phyfician  is  juftified  in 
ordering  this  metallic  preparation.  Should  any 
fymptoms  of  colica  piCtonum  occur  during  its 
ofe,  it  will  be  proper  to  defift  and  to  remove  them 
by  the  proper  laxative  and  demulcent  remedies. 
Where,  from  peculiar  irritability  of  the  ftomach 
and  inteftinal  canal,  it  produces  this  effect  in  the 
fmall  dofes  before-ftated,  even  though  combined 
with  opium,  it  fbould  be  difcontinued,  and  fome 
other  medicine  of  this  clafs  fhould  be  prefcribed 
in  its  place.  Acid  liquors  mult  be  withheld 
during  its  'ufe.  In  our  own  practice  we  have 
generally  given  the  preference  to  vitriolated  zinc, 
adminiftered  in  naufeating  dofes  j and  thus  have 
had  no  occafion  to  counteract  thofe  mifchievous 
effeCts  on  the  bowels  which  this  and  other  prepa- 
rations of  lead  are  fb  liable  to  produce. — Acetated 
cemffe  is  frequently  employed  in  injections  againft 
gleets  and  gonorrhoea.  For  this  purpofe  half  a 
drachm  or  two  fcruples  may  be  diffolved  in  eight 
ounces  of  water.  ( Thejaur . Med.  p.  209.)  When 
ufed  as  a collyrium,  the  proportion  of  the  metal- 
lic 
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lie  fait  in  the  folution  Ihould  not  exceed  two  or 
three  grains  to  every  ounce  of  water.  See  Re- 
frigerants-. 

i ^ 

Zincum  vitriolatum.  (Vitriolum  album.)  Vi- 
triolated  zinc.  White  Vitriol.  This  is  an  ufeful 
aftringent  in  pulmonary  and  uterine  haemorrhages., 
made  into  pills  with  rofe-conierve,  and  given  in 
dofes  of  half  a grain  or  a grain,  at  intervals  of 
two  or  three  hours ; until  it  excites  coniiderable 
naufea,  when  it  Ihould  be  fufpended  till  that 
effed  goes  off,  and  repeated  again,  if  the  bleed- 
ing Ihould  continue.  On  thefe  occafions  it  may 
be  joined  with  opium,  digitalis,  and  other  auxi- 
liaries. It  will  rather  promote  than  impede  the 
operation  of  this  medicine  to  give  at  the  fame 
time  cold  liquors  acidulated  with  the  vitriolic  acid. 
For  other  obfervations,  on  its  internal  ufe,  fee 
Tonics. — Vitriolated  zinc  is  a common  and  ufe- 
ful ingredient  in  eye-waters,  in  which  camphor  is 
fometimes  joined  with  it,  as  in  the  inftance  of  the 
Aqua  zinci  vitriolati  cum  camphora , Ph.  Lond.  See 
Refrigerants, 
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f ^TgSCULUS  Htypocfljlanum.  Heptandria. 

Monogynia.  Trihilatas.  Native  of 
Afia,  but  naturalized  to  Europe.  (Hippocafta- 
num.  Cortex.)  The  Horfe  Chefnut.  Of  late 
years  the  bark  of  this  tree  has  been  much  ex- 
tolled by  foreign  writers  as  a fubftitute  for  the 
Peruvian  bark  in  intermittent  and  other  fevers, 
and  in  all  cafes  where  tonics  are  required.  Dofe 
of  the  dried  and  pulverized  bark  half  a drachm. 
In  deco&ion,  an  ounce  to  a pint  and  a half  of 
water  boiled  down  to  a pint.  Of  the  drained 
liquor  an  ounce  and  a half  or  two  ounces  may  be 
given  at  a time. — This  bark  poffeffes,  it  cannot 
be  denied,  confiderable  aftringency,  with  a bitter 
and  aromatic  quality ; in  which  refpeds  it  refem- 
bles  the  cinchona;  but  in  febrifuge  virtues  we 
fufpedt  it  to  be  much  inferior  to  the  Peruvian 
drug,  and  not  at  all  preferable  to  the  falix  and 
fome  other  vegetables  of  this  clafs  which  will  be 
hereafter  noticed.  Yet  in  fome  countries  where, 
in  confequence  of  a limited  commerce,  the  cin- 
chona is  either  not  procurable  or  exceedingly 
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fcarce,  practitioners  may  at  times  be  under  the 
neceffity  of  preferring  this.  For  a catalogue  of 
writers  on  this  article,  fee  Murray’s  Apparatus 
Medicaminum,  Vol.  IV.  and  JVcodville’s  Medical 
Botany,  Vol.  II. 

, • i 

Amomum  Zingiber.  Ginger.  See  Stimulants. 

Angustura.  (Cortex.)  Anguftura  bark. 
South  America.  This  is  a valuable  tonic,  prefera- 
ble in  many  febrile  diforders  to  the  Peruvian 
bark.  It  is  particularly  fuited  to  cafes  of  diar- 
rhoea, and  thofe  bilious  conditions  of  the  intef- 
tinal  canal  (after  due  evacuations)  which  com- 
monly prevail  in  this  country,  in  the  fummer  and 
autumnal  feafons.  Dofeof  the  powder  fifteen  or 
twenty  grains.  It  is  alfo  given  in  infufion.  If  we 
were  to  enumerate  more  particulars  on  this  fub- 
jedl,  we  fhould  only  repeat  the  obfervations 
formerly  made  at  p.  223  and  224,  of  the  Thejaur. 
Med.  Brande  on  the  Anguftura  bark,  1791. 
Murray  Apparat.  Med.  Vol.  VI.  Lettjom  in 
Vol.  IV.  of  Memoirs  of  the  Medical  Society, 
and  JVinterbottom  in  Vol.  VII.  of  Medical  Facts 
and  Obfervations. 


Anthemis  nobilis.  (See  Vol.  I.  p.  173,  and 
p.  50,  of  the  prefent  Volume.)  Chamomile. 
The  dried  flowers  of  this  herb  are  juftiy  held  in 

high  efteem  as  a bitter  and  ftrengthenin0-  medi- 
Vol.  II.  H 
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cine  j and  are  fuccefsfully  employed  not  only  in 
cafes  of  chronic  debility  and  bilious  conditions 
of  the  ftomach  and  inteftinal  canal ; but  likewife 
in  certain  febrile  affections,  particularly  agues. 
Phefe  laft  have  fometimes  yielded  to  this  bitter, 
after  having  refilled  the  aCtion  of  the  Peruvian 
bark  in  all  forms  and  dofes.  ( Morton , Hoffman , 
Mead , Baker , Heberden ,)  In  thefe  cafes  the  cha- 
momile (whether  adminiftered  in  fubftance  or  in 
infufion)  is  combined  with  myrrh,  ginger,  and 
other  aromatics.  ( Thejanr.  Med.  p.  22 8 — 234.) 
It  has  alfo  been  found  ufeful  to  join  with  it  an 
alkaline  fait,  fuch  as  prepared  kali  or  natron. 
Th  z Extra  Hum  Chanuemeli)  Ph.  Lond.  et  Ed.  is 
prefcribed  in  debilities  of  the  ftomach,  in  chlo- 
rofis,  &c.  in  dofes  of  ten  or  fifteen  grains,  joined 
with  myrrh  and  preparations  of  iron.  Baldinger 
vires  Chamomillas,  1775.  Groote  virtus  Chamce- 
meli  antipyretica  nuperis  aliquot  experimentis 
illuftrata,  1783. 


Arnica  montana.  Leopard’s-bane.  See  Sti- 
mulants. 


Artemisia  Abrotanum.  (See  p.  52  of  this 
Volume.)  Southernwood.  Infufions  of  this  herb 
have  fometimes  been  prefcribed  in  cafes  where 
bitters  have  beempequired ; but  as  it  pofleftes  no 
advantages  over  the  following  fpecies  of  arte- 
mifia,  it  may  well  be  difpenfed  with. 
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Artemifia  Abfinthium.  (Ibid.  p.  52.)  Com- 
mon Wormwood. 

Artemisia  maritim'a.  (Ibid.  p.  52.)  Sea 
Wormwood.  Thefe  two  laft  fpecies  have  been 
frequently  prefcribed  in  infufions,  in  cachedlic, 
hydropic,  and  worm-cafes  but,  as  we  have  be- 
fore remarked,  there  can  be  no  occafion  for  re- 
taining on  the  lift  of  the  materia  medica,  more 
than  one  fpecies  of  this  genus ; which  fhould  per- 
haps be  the  artemifia  abfinthium. — In  the  Ph. 
Lond.  there  is  a Conferva  Abfwthii  maritimi  which 
Is  ufed  by  fome  as  a ftomachic  and  antifcorbutic. 
Dofe  one  or  two  drachms.  Fehr  de  Abfinthio 
analedla,  1668. 

Brucea  antidyfenterica.  Dicecia.  Tetrandria. 
Frutex.  Abyftinia.  (Cortex.  Radix.)  Brucea. 
The  bark  and  root  of  this  fhrub  poftefs  confider- 
able  bitternefs,  and  are  employed  with  great  fuc- 
cefs  by  the  Abyftinians  in  alvine  fluxes.  Of  the 
pulverized  bark  or  root  fifteen  grains  may  be  given 
for  a dole.  In  decodlion  or  infuflon  three 
drachms  or  half  an  ounce  may  be  employed  to  a 
pint  of  water.  It  were  to  be  wifhed  that  this 
drug  could  be  imported  into  this  country  from 
Abyftinia,  through  Egypt. — Might  it  not  alfo  be 
procured  in  another  direction  through  our  com- 
merce to  the  Red  Sea,  and  be  introduced  into 
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our  Eaft-India  Settlements  with  very  great  ad- 
vantage ? See  Vol.  V.  of  Bruce’s  Travels  to  dif- 
cover  the  Source  of  the  Nile,  1790. 

If  Centaurea  benedifla.  (See  Vol.  I.  p.  174.) 
BlefTed  Thiftle.  As  a bitter  and  ftomachic  not 
at  all  preferable  to  chamomile,  buckbean,  or 
quafiy ; and  may  therefore  be  rejected.  Yet  it 
has  been  dignified  with  the  pompous  titles  of 
djylum  languentium , medicina  patrumfamilias  poly - 
chrejla3  vernfque  pauper um  thejaurus  ! 

^f  Cichoreum  Intybus.  Syngenefia.  Poly- 
gamia.  iEqualis.  Compofitae.  Semiflofculofse. 
Indigenous.  (Cichoreum.  Folia  et  Radix.)  Suc- 
cory or  Cichory.  This  is  another  bitter  vege- 
table, which,  though  highly  prized  in  other  coun- 
tries, is  thought  little  of  in  this.  It  has  no  place 
in  our  Pharmacopoeias,  and  certainly  there  is  no 
occafion  for  it.  On  the  Continent,  the  expreffed 
juice  of  the  leaves  and  decodlions  of  the  roots, 
are  employed  in  cachedtic,  hydropic,  and  idteri- 
cal  cafes.  Foreigners  are  alfo  fond  of  preferring 
an  extradl  and  fyrup  prepared  from  this  plant. 

- • " * ■ - 

Cinchona  officinalis.  (See  p.  53  of  this 
Volume.)  Peruvian  Bark.  Of  all  the  medicines 
of  this  clafs,  the  cinchona  is  that  which  is  moll 
extenfively  ufed  and  certainly  it  is  preferable  to  , 
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inoft  of  the  other  articles  for  the  purpofes  of 
counteradfing  febrile  affection,  and  of  reftoring 
tone  and  vigour  in  the  multiform  cafes  of  general 
and  particular  weaknefles  which  are  daily  met 
with.  Hence  its  employment  in  intermittent  and 
remittent  fevers  j in  the  early  ftages  of  the  jail 
and  petechial  fevers  ; in  the  advanced  and  finking 
ftages  of  all  continued  fevers in  malignant  fmall 
pox  ; malignant  angina  and  the  plague  ; (fee  An- 
tifeptics)  in  all  convalefcencies  in  certain  con- 
vulfive  affedtions  connected  with  too  great  fenfi- 
bility  and  irritability  of  the  nervous  fyftem ; fuch 
as  hyfteria,  chorea,  epilepfy,  hooping-cough ; 
(Murray  de  tempore  Cort.  Per.  in  Tuffi  Convul- 
fiva  exhibendi,  1776,  and  reprinted  in  his  Opuf- 
•cula,  Vol.  I.)  in  certain  diforders  depending  upon 
an  impaired  condition  of  the  organs  of  digeftion 
and  fecretion,  and  accompanied  with  a languid  or 
feeble  adtion  of  the  languiferous  fyftem  ; luch  as 
chlorofis,  diarrhoea,  fluor  albus,  gleet  j in  dimi- 
nifhed  adtions  of  the  abforbents  and  lymphatic 
glands,  fuch  as  dropfy,  venous  haemorrhage, 
fcrophula ; in  cachedtic,  phthifical  and  fcorbutic 
affedtions  j in  all  cafes  of  foul  and  chronic  ulcers ; 
in  malignant  eryfipelas ; and  in  gangrene.  (See 
Antifeptics.) 

f laving  noticed  the  principal  circumftances  to 
be  attended  to  in  the  adminiflration  of  this  druo- 
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in  Intermittent  Fevers  at  pages  215,  21 6,  217, 
of  the  Thejaur.  Med.  it  will  be  unneceflary  for  us 
to  difcufs  that  topic  here.  We  fhall  only  remark 
that,  in  this  climate,  the  Peruvian  bark  will  not 
always  anfwer  for  the  cure  of  agues,  and  that 
where  it  difagrees,  chamomile  and  other  bitters, 
joined  with  myrrh  and  aromatics  (fee  p.  98  of  this 
volume)  may  be  advantageoufly  ufed  in  its  (lead. 
But  it  more  frequently  difagrees  in  Remittent 
Fevers  becaufe  they  are  generally  accompanied 
with  a bilious  or  flimy  condition  of  the  inteftinal 
canal,  and  on  that  account  require  the  repeated 
employment  of  antimonial,  mercurial,  and  other 
evacuating  medicines.  Hence  the  lighter  tonics, 
fuch-as  the  anguftura  and  Colombo,  fucceed  better 
in  the  majority  of  fuch  cafes. 


In  regard  to  its  exhibition  in  Continued  Fevers, 
much  mifchief  is  often  occafioned  by  prefcribing 

* 

it  too  foon.  Morton  erred  in  this  particular  j and 
the  remark  which  is  contained  in  the  pofthumous 
work  of  a late  claffical  and  philofophical  phyfician 
( Heberden  Commentarii  de  Morborum  Hiftoria  et 
Curatiene,  p.  155)  will,  we  are  of  opinion,  be  of 
differvice  rather  than  of  ufe  to  the  pra&itioners  of 
phyfic,  as  it  is  not  accompanied  with  any  reftric- 
tion  as  to  time  (whether  the  fever  be  at  the  onfet, 
the  acme,  or  the  decline)  and  other  qualifying 
circumftances.  We  have  been  witnefs,  in  feveral 
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inftances,  to  a very  great  aggravation  of  fymp- 
toms,  in  confequence  of  a free  exhibition  of  the 
cinchona  in  the  early  period  of  fevers  of  a con- 
tinued type  ; — of  its  exhibition  at  a time  when  the 
circulating  fyftem  has  been  in  a ftate  of  too  much 
action,  when  the  fkin  has  been  parched,  the 
tongue  foul  and  dry,  and  the  urine  high-coloured 
and  without  fediment.  Under  fuch  circumftances 
of  Continued  Fever,  we  have  known  the  Peru- 
vian bark,  in  a much  iefs  dole  than  that  mentioned 
by  Dr.  Heberden , to  produce  a very  injurious  ef- 
fe6t.  In  fadt,  it  fhould  always  be  kept  back  in 
thefe  fevers  (except  where  the  marks  of  a feptic 
condition  appear  at  the  beginning)  until  the  in- 
ordinate arterial  movements  and  increafed  heat 
jfhall  have  been  considerably  abated,  and  the 
ftomach  and  inteftinal  canal  duly  freed  from  their 
impurities.  ‘ This  is  a bufinefs  of  fome  days ; and 
when  we  have  proceeded  fo  far,  camphorated 
and  opiate  medicines  will  often  anfwer  better, 
even  at  this  period,  than  the  Peruvian  drug: 
But  afterwards,  when  the  febrile  adtion  is  nearly 
fpent,  when  the  fkin  is  obferved  to  be  fofc,  the 
tongue  moift,  and  in  part  cleared  of  its  morbid 
covering;  then  the  cinchona  may  be  thrown  in 
with  the  beft  effedh 

Thefe  obfervations  relative  to  the  precipitate 
employment  of  the  Peruvian  bark  in  Continued 

H 4 Fevers, 


104 


tonics. 


Clajs  VII. 


Fevers,  are  meant  to  apply  to  fuch  ofthofe  fevers 
as  are  not  early  accompanied  with  marks  of  great 
malignancy  ; fuch  as  extreme  debility  and  flutter- 
ing of  the  pulfe,  proclivity  to  fainting,  coldnefs 
of  the  extremities,  haemorrhages,  petechial  erup- 
tions or  gangrenous  ulceration  of  the  throat : 
For,  in  all  fuch  cafes  of  continued  fever,  the 
cinchona  fliould  be  largely  adminiftered,  joined 
with  the  mineral  acids  (fee  Antifeptics)  in  every 
period  of  the  difeafe.  In  like  manner,  it  will 
often  be  neceffary  to  employ  it  early  in  certain 
eruptive  fevers  of  a continued  type,  fuch  as  the 
malignant  eryfipelas,  malignant  fmall  pox,  ma- 
lignant  Icarlatina  and  the  plague.  In  thefe  cafes 
not  only  acids,  but  Port  Wine  alfo,  are  given  in 
conjunction  with  the  bark.  (See  Antifeptics.) 


In  Intermittent  Fevers  the  cinchona  is  beft  ad- 
miniftered in  fubftance,  alone,  or  joined  with  aro- 
matics, with  ammoniacal  falts,  with  aloetics,  with 
rhubarb,  &c.  ( Fhejaur , Med . p.  17 1,  172 — 

219 — 221.)  Moreover  in  thefe  cafes  it  is  fome- 
times  joined  with  aftringents,  ( Ibid . p.  191 — 
222)  and  fometimes  with  opium. — The  Decoc- 
tion alone  is  not  powerful  enough  for  the  cure  of 
intermittents.  When  given  therefore  in  this  form 
it  is  neceffary  to  add  to  each  dofe  of  the  decoc- 
tion not  only  fortie  of  the  tincfture  but  a quantity 
of  the  extracft  or  powder  alfo. — To  children 
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labouring  under  agues,  the  extratt  is  lefs  naufea- 
ting  than  the  powder,  and  may  be  given  mixed 
up  with  fugar  and  milk  and  water.  ( 'Heberden 
Commentarii  de  Morb.  Hift.  p.  160.  ) In  Con- 
tinued Fevers  it  is  given  in  decodtion,  joined  with 
camphor,  with  ferpentaria,  with  acids,  with 
opiates,  [Ibid.  p.  173)  and  accompanied  with  the 
ufe  of  Wine  3 for  where  the  bark  agrees  in  thele 
fevers,  wine  and  efpecially  claret  or  port  wine, 
agree  alfo,  and  greatly  promote  its  operation, 
(p.  176 — 239.) — In  cafes  of  chronic  debility,  it  is 
combined  with  fome  of  the  warmer  ftomachics, 
fuch  as  ginger  and  cafcarilla,  [Ibid.  p.  221 — 235) 
or  with  bitters  and  chalybeates.  [Ibid.  p.  233 — 
236.) — In  certain  convullive'  affedtions,  fuch  as 
chorea  and  epilepfy,  magnefia,  prepared  kali,  or 
prepared  natron,  together  with  camphor  or  opium, 
are  advantageoufly  mixed  with  it ; and  in  cafes  of 
hyfteria,  the  water  or  fpirit  of  ammonia,  valerian, 
&c.  In  dropfical  cafes  it  is  joined  with  Iquills, 
digitalis,  and  other  diuretics. — Where  the  bark 
cannot  be  adminiftered  by  the  mouth  it  may  be 
thrown  into  the  inteftinal  canal,  joined  with 
opium,  clyfterwife.  ( Thejaur . Med.  p.  258.)  It 
is  faid,  too,  that,  in  the  inftance  of  children  who 
have  refufed  to  take  this  drug  by  the  mouth,  the 
powder  moiftened  with  the  decodtion  and  made 
into  a cataplafm,  has  been  applied  to  the  region 
of  the  Itomach  with  evident  good  effedt,  in  inter- 
mittent 
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mittent  fevers  ^ but  putting  the  feet  of  children 
in  thefe  cafes  in  a bath  made  of  the  decodion 
does  no  good.  ( Heberden  Commentarii  de  Morb. 
Hift.  et  Curatione,  p.  160.)  Better  fuccefs  may 
be  expedited  from  rubbing,  after  the  manner  lately 
recommended  by  Brer  a and  other  Italian  phyfi- 
cians,  the  extrad  of  the  bark  (previoufly  ren- 
dered fufficiently  moift  by  trituration  with  gaf- 
tric  juice,  faliva  or  oil)  upon  the  thighs  or 
other  parts  of  the  body.  In  this  mode  of  ap- 
plication a confiderable  abforption  takes  place, 
and  a very  powerful  effed  is  often  produced 
upon  the  fyftem.  (Duncan's  Annals,  and  Marabelli 
Apparat.  Medicam.  1801.)— Dofe  of  the  bark  in 
powder  from  half  a drachm  to  two  drachms, 
mixed  in  any  proper  vehicle,  or  made  into  an 
eleduary.— The  Decoftum  Cinchona , Ph.  Lond. 
(Decoduin  Corticis  Peruviani)  is  made  by  boiling 
for  ten  minutes,  in  a covered  veflfel,  one  ounce  of 
the  pulverized  bark  in  one  pint  and  three  ounces 
of  water.  Dofe  from  one  to  three  ounces  3 gene- 
rally joined  with  a fmall  quantity  of  the  tindure, 
and  fometimes  (Lengthened  by  the  addition  of 
the  powder  or  extrad  alfo.  The  Deco  ft  urn  Cor- 
ticis Peruviani  five  Cinchona , Ph.  Ed.  is  made  by 
boiling  for  the  fame  length  of  time  one  ounce  of 
the  bark  in  a.pound  and  a half  of  water;  confe- 
quently  it  is  not  quite  fo  ftrong  as  the  London 
decodion.  Dofe  from  one  to  four  ounces. — In 
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both  cafes  the  decodion  is  to  be  drained  while 
hot  j as  it  is  liable  to  throw  down  a fediment  in  . 
cooling,  and  confequently  to  lofe  fomething  of 
its  drength.— If  an  Infufion  is  preferred,  it  may  be 
made  by  triturating  for  half  an  hour  the  fine 
powder,  alone,  or  with  a fifth  or  fixth  part  of  cal- 
cined magnefia,  with  rather  more  than  half  a pint 
of  cold  water  ; the  water  being  added  gradually. 

After  all  the  water  has  been  added,  the 

whole  fhould  be  well  fhaken  together,  and  then 
drained.  Of  fuch  an  Infufion  from  ttm  to  three 
ounces  may  be  given  for  a dofe,  with  or  without 
fpirituous  and  aromatic  additions.— In  the  Lond. 
Ph.  there  are  two  extrads  prepared  from  this 
drug,  viz.  .the  Extrattum  Cinchona,  which  might 
have  been  termed  Extradum  cinchonas  per 
aquam,  and  which  is  obtained  by  evaporating  the 
water  in  which  the  bark  has  been  boiled  to  the 
date  of  either  a foft  (extradum  mode)  or  hard 
extrad  (extradum  durum);  the  former  being  in- 
tended for  pills,  the  latter  for  any  other  pur- 
pofes.  Dofe  from  ten  grains  to  a fcruple  ; made 
into  pills,  or  mixed  up  with  aromatic  liquors,  or 
with  the  decodion. — It  is  a preparation  of  little 
efficacy,  all  the  aromatic  properties  of  the  bark 
being  diffipated  in  the  long-continued  boiling: 
And  the  Extract um  Cinchona  cum  refina , which 
might  have  been  termed  Extradum  Cinchona  per 
fpiritum  vinofum,  and  which  is  prepared  by 
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digefting  the  bark  firft  in  rcftified  fpirit  of  wine 
t en  pouring  off  the  tindture,  and  boiling  the 
refiduum  in  water.  The  tinfiure  and  decoflion 
are  ftrained  feparately  ; the  one  is  diftilled  and 
the  other  evaporated ; after  which  the  two  refi- 
duums  (viz.  the  refin  and  the  extradt)  are  mixed 
together  and  evaporated  to  a confidence  fit  for 
being  made  into  pills.  The  Extraffum  Corticis 
Peruvian,  Ph.  Ed.  is  made  in  the  fame  way. 
Dofe  of  either  from  five  to  fifteen  grains. — This 
fpirituous  extradt  is  certainly  preferable  to  the 
aqueous  extra#;  but  neither  the  one  nor  the 
other  can  be  relied  upon  in  intermittents  and  other 
diforders,  which  require  for  their  removal  the 
utmoft  effedt  of  the  bark.— In  the  inftance  of 
children,  whom  it  is  fometimes  impoffible  to  com- 


pel to  fwallow  the  bark,,  thefe  extracts  may  be 
conveyed  into  the  body  by  fridtion,  after  the 
Italian  method  before- mentioned.  The  Tinttura 
Cinchona  Jive  Corticis  Peruviani}  Ph.  Lond.  is  made 
by  digefting  for  eight  days  fix  ounces  of  the  bark 
in  two  pints  of  proof  fpirit.  Dofe  two  or  three 
drachms.  The  if  TinElura  Cinchona  Ammoniata^ 
Ph.  Lond.  is  made  by  digefting  for  ten  days  four 


ounces  of  the  bark  in  two  pints  of  compound 
fpirit  of  ammonia.  Dofe,  from  thirty  to  fixty 
drops.  It  is  a bad  preparation,  it  being  impof- 
fible to  give  an  adtive  dofe  of  the  bark  in  this 
manner.  The  ammoniacal  menftruum  previoufty 
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impregnated  with  efTential  oils,  extiadfs  but  little 
even  of  the  aromatic  properties  of  the  bark.  If 
a combination  of  the  volatile  alkali  with  the  Peru- 
vian drug  be  defired,  it  fhould  be  made  by  adding 
a proper  proportion  of  the  ammonia  to  the  decoc- 
tion, or  to  the  common  fpirituous  tindture  of  cin- 
chona.— Infinitely  preferable  to  the  preceding  am- 
moniated  preparation,  is  the  Tinttura  Cinchona 
compofita , Ph.  Lond.  which  is  made  by  digefting 
for  a fortnight  two  ounces  of  the  bark,  one  ounce 
and  a half  of  the  dried  rind  of  Seville  oranges, 
three  drachms  of  Virginian  fnake-root,  one  drachm 
of  faffron,  and  two  fcruples  of  cochineal,  in  twenty 
ounces  of  proof  fpirit.  Dofe  one,  two,  or  three 
drachms.  This  is  Huxham's  celebrated  tindture 
of  Peruvian  bark.  (See  his  Eflfay  on  Fevers, 
p.  122.)  This  “ I have  ufed  (fays  he)  for  many 
years  with  fuccefs,  not  only  in  intermitting  and 
flow  nervous  fevers  ; but  alfo  in  the  putrid,  pefti- 
lential,  and  petechial,  efpecially  in  the  decline  : 
and  that  too  many  times,  though  the  remifiions 
have  been  very  obfcure,  and  yet  with  a very  good 
effedt.  But  if  the  patient  is  coftive,  or  hath  a 
tenfe  and  tumid  abdomen,  I always  premife  a 
dofe  of  rhubarb,  manna,  or  the  like.” — He  gave 
it  in  any  appropriate  draught,  or  diluted  wine, 
with  ten,  fifteen,  or  twenty  drops  of  elixir  of 
vitriol. — The  colouring  materials,  the  faffron 
and  cochineal,  feem  to  be  fuperfluous' ingredients 
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in  this  tindture. — In  the  Ed.  Ph.  there  is  but  one 
TinEtura  Corticis  Peruviani , which  is  made  by 
digefting  for  ten  days  four  ounces  of  the  bark  in 
two  pounds  and  a half  of  proof  fpirit.  Dofe  one, 
two,  or  three  drachms. 


What  we  have  faid  above  concerning  the  ufes, 
preparations,  and  dofes  of  the  cinchona  officinalis, 
or  common  Peruvian  bark,  will  apply  to  mod  of 
the  other  fpecies  and  varieties  of  this  genus ; fuch 
as  the  red-bark  (cinchona  rubra)  the  Jamaica  or 
Caribbean  bark  (cinchona  Caribbaa . IVright  in 
Phil.  Tranf.  Vol.  LXVJI.)  the  St.  Lucia  bark  (cin- 
chona fioribunda)  the  yellow-bark  (cinchona  lute  a 
feu  fiava)  &c.  All  thefe,  though  they  vary  in  their 
degree  of  adtivity,  coincide  in  their  general  effedts, 
and  may  therefore  be  indifferently  ufed,  one  for 
another.  In  this  country,  however,  the  red  and 
yellow  feem  to  be  generally  preferred.  ( Ruiz  on 
the  different  fpecies  of  cinchona  (in  the  German) 
1794.  Lambert's  Defcription  of  the  Genus  Cin- 
chona, 4to.  1797.) 

The  high  price  of  this  drug,  and  the  difficulty 
of  procuring  it  in  fopie  countries,  have  given  oc- 
cafion  to  the  fuccedaneous  employment  of  other 
barks  and  vegetable  fubftances  (in  which  the  bitter 
and  aflringent  principles  are  united)  in  its  Head 
fych  as  the  aefculus  hippccajlanurti 3 the  quercus 
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rcbur , the  geum  urbanum , the  falix  alba,  the 
fwietenia  febrifuga,  &c.  for  obfervations  on  all 
which,  the  reader  is  referred  to  thofe  articles 
feverally. — Much  valuable  information,  relative 
to  the  ufe  of  the  Peruvian  Bark  in  Intermittent, 
Remittent,  and  Continued  Fevers,  may  be  de- 
rived from  the  writings  of  Sydenham,  Morton,  Torti, 
Huxham , Werlhof,  Cleghorn , Cullen,  Psingle,  Monro , 
Baker , Heberden,  Lind,  Clarke,  Fordyce,  Blane. 
Among  the  feparate  treatifes  on  this  drug  the 
following  may  be  referred  to  as  the  mod:  efteemed: 
de  Berger  de  Chinchina  ab  iniquis  judiciis  vindi- 
cata,  17 1 1,  and  reprinted  in  Vol.  V.  of  Haller's 
Differtationes  Medico-Pra£licas.  Hoffman  de  redlo 
Corticis  Chins  ufu  in  febribus,  1728,  and  re- 
printed in  Vol.  VI.  of  his  works.  Buchwald's 
methodus  curandi  febres  intermittentes  per  Cort. 
Cinchonas,  1753:.  Linnaeus  de  Cortice  Peruviano, 
1758,  and  reprinted  in  Vol.  IX.  of  the  Amceni- 
fates  Academics.  Triller  de  Cort.  Per.  ufu,  1758, 
and  reprinted  in  Vol.  I.  of  his  Opufcula.  Buckner 
de  ufu  Cort.  Per.  cum  Camphora  remixti  in  febri- 
bus ex  putredine  ortis,  1762.  Pulleney  de  Cin- 
chona Officinali  Edinb.  1764,  and  reprinted  in 
Vol.  III.  of  Srnellie's  Thefaur.  Baldinger  de  Cort. 
Per.  connubiis,  et  eum  exhibendi  modis,  1769. — ■ 
Saunders  on  the  fuperior  efficacy , of  the  Red 
Peruvian  Bark  in  the  cure  of  Fevers,  1782, 
Skeete  on  the  Quilled  and  Red  Peruvian  Bark,  1786. 
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Relph  on  the  Yellow  Bark,  1794.  O’Ryan  on 
ditto,  1794.  Vaughan  on  ditto,  1795.  Marabelli  de 
China  lutea,  1796,  and  in  his  Apparat.  Med.  1801. 


Citrus  Aurantium.  (See  p.  44  of  this  Volume.) 
Aurantium  hifpalenfe.  The  Seville  Orange.  The 
outer  rind  of  this  fruit  (cortex  exterior  vel  flavedo 
corticis)  abounds  with  a warm  effential  oil,  which 
in  conjunction  with  the  bitter  principle,  alfo  pre- 
fent  in  the  rind,  has  an  excellent  ftomachic  effeft ; 
and  is  accordingly  prefcribed  with  great  advan- 
tage in  cafes  of  indigeftion,  flatulency,  gouty 
conditions,  and  convalefcencies.  It  is  an  ufeful 
addition  to  the  Peruvian  bark  in  intermittents, 
and  in  many  forms  of  chronic  debility  in  which 
that  drug  is  employed.  In  gouty  affections  of  the 
ftomach  it  is  joined  with  magnefia  and  other  ab- 
forbents.  Of  the  dried  rind,  from  fifteen  grains 
to  two  fcruples  may  be  given  for  a dofe.  In  in- 
fufion,  two  or  three  drachms  may  be  ufed  to  half 
a pint  of  boiling  water. — There  is  a Conferva  Au- 
ranlii  and  a 'Syrupus  Aurantii  in  both  Pharmaco- 
poeias, made  in  the  ufual  way.  The  firft,  viz. 
the  conferve  is  given  in  dofes  of  two  or  three 
drachms  j the  laft  is  employed  for  flavouring 
draughts  and  juleps.  The  Tinttura  Aurantii  Cor- 
ticis, Ph.  Lond.  is  an  elegant  and  ufeful  prepara- 
tion. It  is  made  by  digefling  for  three  days  three 
ounces  of  the  frefh  rind  in  two  pints  of  proof 
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fpirit.  Dole  one  or  two  drachms.  Added  to 
draughts  of  the  camphorated  mixture,  or  fome  of 
the  diftilled  aromatic  waters,  and  joined  with  ab- 
sorbents, and  opiates,  or  Sometimes  with  aloetics 
and  chalybeates,  this  tindhire  is  of  eminent  Ser- 
vice in  thofe  debilities  of  the  ftomach,  and  ali- 
mentary canal,  which  originate  from  hard  drink- 
ing. Of  the  leaves  notice  will  be  taken  under 
Antifpafmodics. — What  is  here  faid  of  the  Seville 
orange  will  apply  to  the  fmall  unripe  Curasao 
oranges. 

O , ' 

Croton  Cafcarilla.  [Clutia  Eleutheria.] 


In  the,  Tabular  View  of  the  Contents  of  this 
Clafs,  the  Cafcarilla  ftands  as  a Species  of  Croton; 
but  from  more  recent  and  accurate  botanical  ob- 
servations (See  Woodville’s  Medical  Botany  Vol.  IV. 
p.  2)  it  appears  that  it  is  the  bark  of  the 


Clutia  Eluteria.  Dicecia-.  Gynandria.  Tri- 
coccte.  Eaft  and  Weft-Indies.  Arbor.  (Caf- 
carilla. Cortex.)  Seafide  Clutia.  Cafcarilla, 

This  bark  is  a valuable  aromatic  bitter.  Like 
the  anguftura  bark  it  is  prefcribed  very  Success- 
fully in  alvine  fluxes  (but  in  Smaller  dofes,  being 
more  ftimulant)  and  may  be  given  in  moft  cafes 
where  fh  engthening  medicines  are  required.  ' It  is 
an  ufeful  adjundt  to  the  cinchona  in  intermittent 


Vol.  II, 


and 


\ 


TONICS. 


M4  * TONICS.  Clajs  VII, 

and  other  fevers,  and  in  convalefcencies ; as  it 
correds  the  laxative  effect  which  the  Peruvian 
drug  often  has  upon  the  bowels,  and  by  its  aroma- 
tic properties  increafes  its  tonic  powers.  It  is 
alfo  advantageoufly  joined  with  chamomile  and 
other  bitters.  Dofe  of  the  pulverized  bark  from 
ten  to  thirty  grains.' — The  Extract  urn  Cafcarilla , 
Ph.  Lond.  is  prepared  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
refinous  extrad  of  Peruvian  bark.  Dofe  from 
ten  to  fifteen- grains.  The  TmElura  Cafcarilla , 
Ph.  Lond.  is  made  by  digefling  for  eight  days 
four  ounces  of  the  bark  in  two  pints  of  proof 
fpirit.  Dofe  one  or  two  drachms.  It  is  an 
elegant  and  adive  preparation. 

Colomba.  (Radix.)  Columbo-root.  The 
plant  from  which  this  excellent  bitter  drug  is 
obtained  has  not.  yet  been  defcribed  by  botanifts. 
It  is  brought  to  Europe  from  Ceylon.  This 
bitter  mucilaginous  root  is  frequently  and  fuccefs- 
fully  employed  in  debilities  of  the  ftomach  and 
inteftinal  canal  * in  cholera;  in  bilious  diarrhoeas ; 
and  in  bilious  remittent  fevers ; in  which  lad 
it  agrees  where  the  Peruvian  bark  will  not. 
(Peaifin  on  Bilious  Fevers,  1799.)  It  is  like  wife 
ferviceable  in  the  naufea  and  vomiting  which 
occur  in  pregnancy.  In  the  lad  mentioned  cafes  it  is 
joined  with  orange-peel,  with  ginger,  with  pepper- 
mint or  other  aromatics ; in  cholera  with  aromatics 
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and  opiates ; in  bilious  diarrhoeas  and  bilious  fevers 
with  neutral  or  alkaline  falts.  Dofe  of  the  pulve- 
rized root  from  fifteen  grains  to  half  a drachm. 
In  infufion,  two  drachms  to  a pint  of  hot  water. 
The  Tinftura  Colombo,  Ph.  Lond.  is  made  by 
digefting  for  eight  days  two  ounces  and  a half  of 
the  root  in  two  pints  of  proof  fpirit.  The  Tine- 
tura  Colombo,  Ph.  Ed.  is  made  by  digefting  for 
the  fame  fpace  of  time  two  ounces  of  the  root  in 
two  pounds  of  the  fpirit.  Dofe  of  either  one  or 
two  drachms.  Percival  on  the  Colombo  root  in 
Vol.  II.  of  his  Medical  and  Experimental  E flays  j 
and  JoJJe  in  Vol.  III.  of  the  Plifloire  de  la  Societe 
de  Med.  de  Paris. 


Gentian  a Centaur  him.  [Chironia  Ccntau - 

rium  of  fome  botanifts.]  Pentandria.  Digynia. 

Rotacese.  Indigenous.  (Centaureum  minus. 

Cacumina  feu  fummitates  florentes.)  Lefler 

' / 

Centaury.  The-  flowering  tops  and  other  parts  of 
this  plant  poflefs  a remarkable  degree  of  bittef- 
nefs,  and  hence  have  been  employed  in  all  cafes 
in  which  it  is  cuflomary  to  uie  ftomachic  medi- 
cines. We  conceive,  however,  that  it  is  not  at 
all  preferable  to  wormwood,  tanfy,  and  other 
bitter  vegetables  of  this  clafsj  and  we  therefore 
think  it  fliould  be  eraled  from  the  over-crowded 
lilt  of  the  materia  medica.  Dole  of  the  dried 
and  pulverized  tops,  from  fifteen  grains  to  two 
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fcruples.  In  infufion  two  or  three  drachms  to 
half  a pint  of  hot  water. 

This  and  the  following  fpecies  of  gentiana  are 
ingredients  in  the  Portland  powder ; once  in  the 
higheft  repute  as  a remedy  againft  the  gout,  but 
latterly  fallen  into  difcredit  in  confequence  of  the 
cenfures  palled  upon  it  by  JVerlhof  , Cullen , Darwin , 
and  others.  Do'ubtlefs  the  long-continued  ufe  of 
all  bitters  is  prejudicial  to  the  living  body,  and  of 
fome  the  deleterious  operation  is  very  confpicu- 
ous.  Hence  the  paralytic,  apopledtic,  and  hydro- 
pic affedtions,  which  have  fupervened  in  the 
inftance  of  gouty  perfons  who  have  taken  the 
Portland  remedy  for  a great  length  of  time,  have, 
we  think,  with  good  reafon  been  chiefly  afcribed 
to  this  and  the  other  bitter  herbs  of  which  it  is 
compofed.  Dr.  Heberden>  however,  in  his  elegant 
work  (entitled  Commentarii  de  Morb.  Hift.  et 
Curar.ione,  p.  49)  is  of  opinion  that  the  aforefaid 
fatal  diforders,  with  which  gouty  perfons  have 
been  fcized  while  under  a courfe  of  this  remedy, 
are  not  imputable  to  it,  but  to  the  difeafe  itfelf ; 
whofe  natural  tendency  in  conftitutions  advanced 
in  years,  and  that  have  long  endured  its  attacks, 
is'to  terminate  in  fuch  manner.  He  believes  it  to 
have  had  the  effedty  in  many  inftances,  of  miti- 
gating the  fits  when  prefent,,  and  of  rendering 
their  returns  lefs  frequent.  The  only  objections 
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he  fees  againft  the  Portland  powder  are,  that  it  is 
too  compound  [the  ingredients  are  the  roots  of 
birth-wort  (ariftolochia)  and  gentian,  the  tops  and 
leaves  of  germander  (chamasdrys)  ground-pine 
(chamaspitys)  and  leffer  centaury — equal  quantities 
by  weight  of  each]  and  that  it  has  generally  been 
given  in  dofes  fo  large  as  to  difagree  with  the 
ftomach,  and  thus  from  its  bulk  and  bad  tafte  to 
have  been  loathed  by  the  patients.  Inftead,  there- 
fore, of  rejecting  it  altogether,  he  recommends 
the  correcting  of  thefe  inconveniencies,  by  re- 
ducing the  number  of  ingredients,  and  more  care- 
fully apportioning  the  dole.  Convinced,  how- 
ever/as we  are,  that  injurious  effeCts  are  produced 
upon  the  fyftern  by  the  habitual  ufe  of  all  bitters, 
we  would  not  advife  the  Portland  powder  to  be 
reforted  to  as  an  antipodagric,  even  under  the  im- 
provements in  regard  to  compofition  and  admi- 
niftration,  propofed  by  Dr.  Ueberden.  Rather 
would  we  recommend  in  fuch  cafes  the  frequent 
or  continued  employment  of.  canella  alba,  ginger, 
(fee  Amomum  under  Stimulants)  and  other  aroma- 
tics ; occafionally  interpofing  tanfy,  zedoary,  fer- 
pentaria,  and  other  bitters  j for  very  different  is 
the  having  recourfe  to  the  laft- mentioned  reme- 
dies at  tinieSy  (fuch  as  on  the  approach  of  gouty 
fymptoms,  and  for  a few  days  after  a paroxyfm) 
from  the  confiant  exhibition  of  them.  Wedel  de 
Centaurio  minori,  1713. 
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(jentiana  lutea.  Clafs  and  order  as  above. 
The  Alps,  Apennines  and  Pyrenees.  (Radix.) 

\ Yellow  Gentian.  The  root  pf  this 'beautiful  plant 
is  a valuable  bitter,  very  fuccefsfully  and  very 
generally  employed  as  a ftomachic  and  ftrengthen- 
mg  medicine.  It  is  particularly  ufeful  in  various 
chronic  affections  conncdled  with  debility,  fuch  as 
dyfpepfia,  diarrhoea,  hyfteria,  chlorofis,  dropfy. 
It  has  alfo  been  given  with  good  effeft  in  in- 
termittent and  remittent  fevers,  joined  with  the 
Peruvian  bark  j and  in  convalefcencies  from  all 
fevers.  In  thefe  and  other  cafes  it  is  combined 
with  aromatics  and  chalybeates ; fometimes  with 
acids  ■,  at  other  times  with  alkaline  falts,  efpecially 
in  dyfpeptic  and  chlorotic  affedlions,  as  alfo  in 
certain  dilorders  of  the  bowels ; with  abforbents 
and  aromatics  in  cafes  of  gout — but  with  the  pre- 
cautions mentioned  on  the  fubjedt  of  the  Port- 
land powder,  under  the  preceding  fpecies.  In 
dropfies  it  is  combined  with  the  fquill,  neutral 
falts  and  other  diuretics. — The  Infufum  Gentian cc 
compqfitum , Ph.  Lond.  (formerly  Infufum  Amarum 
fimplex)  is  made  by  macerating  for  one  hour  in 
twelve  ounces  of  boiling  water  one  drachm  of 
gentian-root,  a drachm  and  a half  of  the  dried 
outer  rind  of  the  Seville  orange,  and  half  an 
ounce  of  the  frefh  outer  rind  of  the  lemon.  Dole 
from  half  an  ounce  to  an  ounce  and  a half.  A 
larger  quantity  is  apt  to. excite  naufea.  In  our 
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own  praftice  we  have  always  found  it  to  anfwer 
better  when  adminiftered  in  combination  with 
feme  of  the  aromatic  diddled  waters,  and  in  doles 
not  exceeding  an  ounce,  than  when  given  alone. 
The  camphor  mixture  is  an  ufeful  addition  to  it  in 
many  cafes.  The  Infufum  Amarum , Ph.  Ed.  is 
made  by  firft  fteeping  half  an  ounce  of  gentian 
root,  one  drachm  of  dried  Seville  orange-peel, 
and  half  a drachm  of  coriander  feeds  in  four 
ounces  of  proof  fparit,  for  three  hours ; after- 
wards adding  a pound  of  water  and  maceiating 
without  heat  for  the  fpace  of  a night.  In  confe- 
quence  of  the  previous  addition  of  the  fpirit  of 
wine,  and  the  greater  length  of  time  given  for 
the  maceration,  this  infulion  is  ftrongei  and  moie 
aromatic  than  that  of  the  London  college.  Dole 
from  half  an  ounce  to  one  ounce. — The  Tinftura 
Gentian#  compofjta , Ph.  Lond.  (formerly  called 
Tin&ura  amara)  is  made  by  digefting  for  eight 


days  two  ounces  of  gentian  root,  one  ounce  of 
the  dried  outer  rind  of  Seville  oranges,  and  half 
an  ounce  of  the  lefler  cardamom  feeds  in  two  pints 
of  proof  fpirit.  Dofe  from  one  to  three  drachms. 
. — The  Tinttura  amara , Ph.  Ed.  - (vulgo  Elixir 
Stomachicum)  is  made  by  macerating  for  the  fpace 
' of  four  days  two  ounces  of  gentian  root,  one 
ounce  of  dried  Seville  orange-peel,  half  an  ounce 
of  c&nella  alba,  and  half  a drachm  of  cochineal 
in  two  pounds  and  a half  of  proof  fpirit.  Dole 
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the  fame  as  of  the  preceding  tinfture.— The 
Vinsm  amarum  five  Gentian <£  compofitum , Ph.  Ed.  is 
a combination  of  the  Peruvian  bark  with  this 
drug,  and  might,  perhaps,  more  aptly  have  been 
termed  Vinum  cinchonas  cum  gentiana.  But 
when  this  combination  w defired,  we  conceive  it 
to  be  much  better  to  add  extemporaneoufly  to  the 
decoction  of  the  Peruvian  bark  a proper  quantity 
of  the  common  tindlure  of  . gentian,  or  to  the 
common  infufion  of  gentian  a proper  quantity  of 
the  tindlure  of  Peruvian  bark.— This  Vinum 
amarum  five  Gentianm  compofitum  above-men- 
tioned, and  which  we  confider  as  a fuperfluous 
preparation,  confifts  of  gentian  root  half  an 
ounce,  Peruvian  bark  one  ounce,  dried  Seville 
orange-peel  two  drachms,  canella  alba  one 
drachm.  Thefe  ingredients  are  firft  fteeped  in 
four  ounces  of  proof  fpirit  for  twenty  -Tour  hours ; 
after  which  two  pounds  and  a half  of  Spanifh 
white  wine  are  added,  and  the  maceration  is  con- 
tinued for  three  days.  Dofe  from  two  drachms  to 
half  an  ounce.  -The  Rxtracium  Gentian <£  of  both 
Pharmacopoeias  is  made  by  evaporating  the  fatu- 
rated  and  {trained  decoaion  of  the  root  to  a con- 
fiftence  fit  for  being  made  into  pills ; under  which 
form  it  is  frequently  prefcribed  in  all  thofe  cafes 
in  which  the  Infufion  and  Tinaure  are  employed. 
Dofe  of  this  extraa  from  ten  grains  to  half  a 
drachm,  It  is  feldom  given  alone,  but  generally 
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in  combination  with  aromatic  and  aloetic  powders, 
with  myrrh,  vitriolated  iron,  &c.  Hartman  Hil~ 
toria  Gentiance  naturalis  et  medica,  1 77 7 * 


cp-  Geum  urbanum.  Icofandria.  Polygynia. 
Senticofe.  Indigenous.  (Caryophyllata.  Radix.) 
Herb  Bennet.  This  bitter  aftringent  root  has,  of 
late  years,  been  employed  in  the  northern  parts 
of  Europe  as  a fubftitute  for'  the  Peruvian  bark, 
in  the  cure  of  intermittents,  diarrhoeas,  &c.  That 
it  poffeffes  fome  medicinal  agency  in  thefe  cafes, 
is  unqueftionably  true  -}  but  that  it  is  equally 
efficacious,  or  nearly  fo,  with  the  Peruvian  drug 
for  thefe  and  other  purpofes,  we  can  by  no  means 
admit.  It  is  even  inferior  in  febrifuge  virtues  to 
fome  fpecies  of  willow.  Indeed,  in  this  country 
which  is  fo  well  fupplied,  through  its  extenfivc 
commerce;  with  the  cinchona,  anguftura,  cafca- 
rilla,  and  other  more  powerful  foreign  tonics,  it  is 
not  likely  that  this  fpecies  of  geum  or  the  geum 
rivale  (for  both  have  been  recommended)  will  be 
held  in  much  eftimation.  Dofe  in  fubftance  from 
half  a drachm  to  a drachm.  In  decoflion,  an 
ounce  to  a pint  of  water.  Buckhave  Obferva- 
tiones  circa  radicem  Gei  urbani,  1781. 


Inula  Helenium.  Syngenefia.  Polygamia 
fuperflua.  Compofitae  difcoideas.  Indigenous. 
(Enula  campana.  Helenium.  Radix.)  Elecam- 
pane. 
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pane.  The  root  of  this  plant  is  among  the 
leaft  emcacious  of  bitters  and  aromatics;  and 

fhould  be  erafed  from  the  lift  of  modern  Pharma* 
f copceias. 


K^empheria  rotunda.  Monandria.  Mono- 
gynia.  Scitamineae.  Eaft-Indies.  ' (Zedoaria. 
Radix.)  Zedoary.  This  root  is  a good  ftomachic 
frequently  prefcribed  in  cafes  of  flatulency;  gout, 
diarrhoea,  &c.  Dole  in  fubftance  from  fifteen 
grains  to  half  a drachm.  In  infufion,  half  an 
ounce  to  a pint  of  water,  previoufly  macerating 
the  powder 'in  a fmall  quantity  of  proof  fpirit. 
It  is  an  ingredient  in  the  Confettio  aromatica , Ph. 

Lond.  . ■ 

. ' / 

Lichen  IJlandicus . (Seep.  13  of  this  Volume.) 
Iceland  Liverwort.  An  experience  of  feveral 
years  has  fatisfled  us  that  the  character  given  of 
this  bitter  mucilaginous  vegetable  at  p.  251  of  the 
Thejaur . Med.  is  not  over-rated.  We  therefore 
refer  to  that  work  for  an  account  of  its  medicinal 
properties.  Dofe  of  the  pulverized  herb  from 
one  to  two  fcruples.  The  decodtion  is  an  ufeful 
preparation  ; but  when  made  of  a tolerable  ftrength 
it  becomes  fomewhat  gelatinous.  (One  drachm 
to  eight  ounces  of  water  will  not  make  it  too 
thick.)  Hence  the  pulverized  herb  is  prefcribed 
by  fome,  or  is  added  to  each  dofe  of  the  decoc- 
tion 
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tion  at  the  time  of  taking  it.  If  in  this  way  of 
adminiftering  it,  the  bowels  fhould  be  rendered 
lax  the  addition  of  a few  drops  of  tinflure  o 
opium  will  be  proper.  The  Decodhon  may  be 
mixed  with  equal  proportions  or  the  decoftion  of 
Peruvian  bark,  or  with  the  unacidulated  infufion 
of  rofes,  according  to  circumftances.  The  Lichen 
■pyxidatus,  and  other  fpecies  of  this  genus,  coin- 
cide in  medicinal  powers  with  the  above.  Cramer 
de  Lichene  Iflandico,  1780.  Memoires  fur  l’uti- 
lite  de's  Lichens  dans  la  medecine,  &c.  par  Meffrs. 
Hoffman,  Amoreux,  et  Willemet,  1788.  Murray 
Apparat.  Med.  Vol.  V. 

Marrubium  vulgar  e.  Didynamia.  Gym- 
nofpermia.  Yerticillatae.  Indigenous.  (Marru- 
bium album.  Herba.)  White  Horehound.  This 
is  a naufeous  bitter,  in  no  refpeft  preferable  to 
chamomile,  wormwood,  buckbean,  or  gentian ; 
and  may  therefore  well  be  expunged  from  the 
long  lift  of  tonic  medicines. 

Menyanthes  trifoliata.  P-entandria.  Mono- 
gynia.  Precise.  Indigenous.  (Trifolium  palu- 
dofum.  Trifolium  fibrinum.  Herba.)  Buck- 
bean  or  Marfh  Trefoil.  This  is  a good  bitter. 
The  dried  herb  may  be  employed  in  infufion  in 
the  fame  cafes  as  chamomile,  wormwood,  and 
gentian.  It  is  thought  to  be  particularly  uieful  in 
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certain  cutaneous  difeafes,  in  arthritic  affeflions 
and  in  remittent  fevers.  (Thejaur.  Med.  2 ' 

t4  , , Tlle  ProP°rtions  for  making  the  infufion 
ftould  be  half  an  ounce  of  the  dried  herb  to  a 
pint  of  water. 

■ Mv«ha  (See  Vo],  I.  p.  I47.,  Mynh' 
T is  gum  refin  is  employed  as  a tonic  with  great 
advantage  in  moft  cafes  of  debility,  and  efpecially 
m iuch  as  are  accompanied  with  vifceral  affe&ion, 
fuch  as  amenorrhoea,  pulmonary  confumption,  &c! 
Joined  with  bitters  and  alkaline  falts  it  has  often 
removed  remittent  and  intermittent  fevers,  after 
the  Peruvian  bark  has  failed.  (See  p.,98  of  this 
Volume.)  Moreover,  it  is  ufeful  in  all  conva- 
lefcencies,  combined  with  the  cinchona  and  chaly- 
beates.  In  cafes  of  hyfleria,  chlorofis,  and  ame- 
norihoea,  aloes,  galbanum,  vitriolated  iron,  &c. 
are  added  to  it;  and  in  pulmonary  and  hebtical 
cafes,  it  is  joined  with  folutions  of  kali,  neutra- 
lized with  the  vegetable  acid;  or  with  un-neutra- 
lizcd  folutions  of  the  alkaline  fait.  In  the  laft- 
mentioned  diforders,  a mixture  of  myrrh,  pre- 
pared kali,  and  vitriolated  iron,  has  long  been  in 
life;  but  in  our  own  prabtice  we  have  found  a 
folution  of  the  gum  refin  in  pure  water,  with  the 
addition  of  a due  proportion  of  vitriolated  zinc 
and  tincture  of  opium  or  tinbhire  of  digitalis,  to 
hate  a much  better  efFebt,  and  to  be  lefs  difagree- 
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able  to  the  palate.  Befides,  the  chalybeated 
myrrh  mixture  gradually  undergoes  a chemical 
decompofition,  which  renders  its  ftrength  and 
operation  uncertain.  ( The/aur . Med.  p.  239, 

240.)  The  various  preparations  of  myrrh,  with 
their  dofes,  have  been  already  noticed  in  Vol.  I. 
at  pages  150—287—288 — 290  and  294,  to  which 
the  reader  is  accordingly  referred.  In  common 
cafes  of  debility,  this-  gum  refin  is  given  in  dofes 
from  fifteen  grains  to  a fcruple ; but  where  the 
chief  reliance  is  placed  upon  it  in  intermittents 
it  is  prefcribed  in  larger  quantities,  viz.  two 
fcruples  or  a drachm,  at  a time.  Cartheu/er  de 
eximia  Myrrhae  virtute  medica,  1746. 

1 , 

Pan  ax  quinquefolium.  [Panax  quinquefolia.] 
Polygamia.  Dicecia.  Chinefe  Tartary,  and 
North  America.  (Ginfeng.  Radix.)  Ginfeng. 
A feeble  ftomachic  undefervedly  prized  by  the 
Chinefe  and  defervedly  flighted  by  European 
phyficians,  It  is  a fuperfluous  article  of  the 
materia  medica. 

Polygala  amara.  Diadelphia.  Oftandria. 
Lomentaceie.  _ Mountainous  parts  of  France, 
Piedmont,  Switzerland,  &c.  (Herba  et  Radix.) 
Bitter  Polygala.  Bitter  Milkwort.  This  ftomachic 
vegetable,  though  fuited  to  general  cafes  of  debi- 
lity, has  been  chiefly  prefcnbed  in  confumptive 
- . diforders. 
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dil'orders.  Dofe  of  the  pulyerized  herb  or  root 
from  a fcruple  to  a drachm.  In  decodtion,  an 
ounce  of  the  frefli  herb,  or  roots,  to  a pint  and  a 
half  of  water,  boiled  down  to  a pint.  Two  ounces 
of  this  decodtion  may  be  taken  at  a time.  An 
infufion  of  the  dried  herb  is  a better  preparation. 
It  may  be  given  alone  or  mixed  with  an  equal 
quantity  of  the  decodtion  of  Peruvian  bark. 

Quassia  amara.  Decandria.  Monogynia. 
Gruinales.  Surinam.  (Lignum.  Cortex.  Radix.) 
Bitter  Quaffy.  This  holds  a principal  place  among 
the  fimple  bitters  j and  is  prefcribed  with  good 
effedt  in  various  diforders  of  the  ftomach  and  in- 
tefhinal  canal,  whether  with  or  without  fever,  as 

t 

well  as  in  hyfteria,  periodic  headach,  and  nervous 
irritability.  It  is  particularly  ufeful  in  the  bilious 
complaints  of  the  hot  climates.  ( Thefaur . Med. 
p.  244,  245.)  It  is  beft  adminiftered  in  infufion  ; 
in  the  proportion  of  two  drachms  of  the  grated 
wood,  park,  or  root,  to  a pint  of  hot  water.  One 
ounce  of  fuch  an  infufion  may  be  given  for  a dofe 
alone  or  combined  in  forrse  cafes  with  alkaline 
falts  (Gibfon  on  the  Effedts  of  Quaffy  and  Natron  in 
Bilious  Difeafes,  1799)  in  other  cafes  with  vitrio- 
lated  zinc.  ( Lettfom  in  Memoirs  of  the  Med. 
Society,  Vol.  I.)  In  hyfterical  affections  it  may 
be  joined  with  camphor  or  valerian;  in  gouty 
cafes  with  abforbents  and  aromatics,  particularly 
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ginger.  In  intermittents,  it  is  combined  with  the 
Peruvian  bark,  and  other  aftnngents.  For  render- 
ing it  lefs  unpalatable  liquorice  and  fpirit  of  cin- 
namon anfwer  beft.— Of  late  years  this  drug  has 
been  very  generally  employed  in  this  country  in 
public  and  private  brewing,  as  a fubftitute  for 
hops  to  the  great  prejudice  of  the  people’s  health. 
For  although  as  a fimple  bitter,  quafiy  is  pre- 
ferable to  the  hop  for  moft  medicinal  purpofes, 
yet  for  (Economical  ufes,  and  particularly  for 
brewing,  the  hop  is  greatly  fuperior  to  the 
Surinam  wood.  Mere  bitternefs  is  not  the  only 
quality  which  is  wanted  in  brewing,  nor  the  only 
one  which  the  hop  poflefles ; it  is  alfo  aftringent 
and  aromatic,  to  a confiderable  degree — proper- 
ties which  greatly  increafe  its  antizymic  powers, 
and  which  are  altogether  wanting  in  the  quafiy. 
Hence  malt  liquor  bittered  with  this  laft  vege- 
table is  not  only  lefs  depurated,  lefs  clear ; but 
is  at  the  fame  time  apt  to  run  into  the  acetous 
fermentation,  and  to  lofe  all  its  mild  and  nourifh- 
ing  qualities.  It  fpoils  in  half  the  time  that 
hopped  malt  liquor  does.  This  circumftance  has 
contributed  in  no  fmall  degree  to  thofe  bowel 
complaints  which  have  prevailed  fo  much  during 
the  laft  three  or  four  years.  Linn  a us  de  Ligno 
Quaffite,  1763,  and  reprinted  in  Vol.  VI.  of  the 
Amcenitates  Academics.  Severi Gommentarius  in 
quo  medicatte  Quaffise  vires  expenduntur,  1776. 
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Quassta  Simarouba.  Clafs  and  order  as  above* 
Cayenne,  Guiana,  &c.  Arbor.  (Simarouba. 
Simaruba.  Cortex.)  Simarouba.  The  bark  of 
this  tree,  which  is  bitter  without  being  aftringent, 
has  been  fuccefsfully  employed  in  diarrhoeas,0  and 
the  advanced  ftage  of  dyfentery.  ( JuJfteu , Degner, 
Pringle , Zimmerman , Monro , Wright. ) It  is  beft 
given  in  the  foim  of  a decodtion,  in  the  propor- 
tion of  two  or  three  drachms  to  a pint  of  water. 
Some  prefer  a weaker  decodtion.  ( Thejaur . Med. 
p.  246.)  Large  dofes  excite  vomiting.  In  fome 
cafes,  opium  ; in  others  cafcarilla  is  advantage - 
oufly  joined  with  it.  Jufiieu  in  the  Memoirs  of 


the  French  Academy,  1727,  and  in  a Latin  dif- 


fertation  with  the  title.  An  in  fluxibus  alvi  inve- 
teratis  Simarouba  ? 1730. 


Quercus  Robur.  (See  p.  82  of  this  Volume.) 
The  Common  Oak;  As  we  have  already  noticed 
under  Aftringents,  fome  praftitioners  have  pro- 
pofed  the  employment  of  this  bark,  combined 
with  bitters  and  aromatics,  for  the  cure  of  agues 
and  various  difeafes  jof  debility,  in  place  of  the 
cinchona;  but  where  the  Peruvian  drug  can  be 
procured,  it  lhould  always  be  preferred.  Dofe 
of  the  pulverized  bark  from  fifteen  grains  to 
half  a drachm. 

* » 

Sal  1 yi  alba.  Dicecia.  Diandria.  Amentacea?. 
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Arbor.  Indigenous.  (Cortex.)  The  White 
Willow.  Long  experience  has  fhown  that  this 
bitter-aftringent  bark  is  capable  of  fupplying  the 
place  of  the  cinchona,  in  the  cure  of  intermit- 
tents  and  remittents,  in  cafes  of  convalefcency, 
in  debilities  of  the  domach  and  inteltinal  canal, 
in  cachedtic  and  dropfical  cafes,  &c.  In  pul- 
monary haemorrhage  and  in  phthilical  and  hedtic 
diforders,  it  often  agrees  better  than  the  Peruvian 
bark.  Of  its  ufe  in  the  lad-mentioned  cafes, 
Coopmans  in  his  Oratio  de  Medicamentis  indigenis 
(Vide  ejus  Opufculorum  Phyfico-Med.  Tom.  I.) 
fays  ec  omnibus  qua  aut  Afia  tulit,  aut  Africa , aut 
America , medicamimbus  longe  pr aflat : hujus  \nempe 
Salicis~\  enim  cortice  non  modo  recidivas  Hamoptoes , 
Jed  et  inminentem  Phthifin  Japius  Janatam  vidimus V 
Certainly  if  there  be  any  European  vegetable 
capable  of  anfwering  all  the  medical  purpofes  of 
the  Peruvian  bark,  it  is,  this.  Of  the  pulverized 
willow  from  half  a drachm  to  a drachm  may  be 
given  for  a dofe ; but  it  is  bed  prefcribed  in 
decodtion,  in  the  proportion  of  an  ounce  and  a 
half  or  two  ounces  to  a pint  and  a half  of  water 
boiled  down  to  a pint.  It  is  varioufly  combined 
with  other  auxiliaries,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
the  cinchona.  Stone  in  Vol.  LIII.  of  the  Phil. 
Tranf.  1763-  Gunz  de  Cortice  Salicis  Cortici 
Peruviano  fubdituendo,  1 7 7 2 * James  on  the 

efficacy  of  the  Willow  bark  in  Intermittents, 
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White's  Obfervations  on  the  Willow  bark. 


Sal ix  fragilis,  The  fragile  willow.  Clafs  and 
order  as  above.  T his  and  fome  other  fpecies  of 
the  willow  poflefs  the  fame  medicinal  virtues  as 
the  falix  alba;  what  has  been  laid  of  that  will 
therefore  apply  to  the  others. 

Swietenia  fehrifuga . Decandria.  Monogy- 
nia.  Trihilatse.  Arbor.  Eaft-Indies.  (Cortex.) 
•Febrifuge  Mahogany.  The  bark  of  this  fpecies 
of  fwieuenia  is  faid  to  be  a good  fubftitute  for 
the  Peruvian  bark.  Dofe  half  a drachm.  In 
deco&ion  fix  drachms  to  a pint  of  water.  In 
fome  parts  of  the  Eafl  where  the  laft-mentioned 
drug  is  not  procurable,  it  may  be  ufeful ; but  it 
is  not  probable  that  it  will'  be  in  requeft  or  efti- 
mation  here.  . Roxburgh's  Plants  of  the  coaft  of 
Coromandel,  1795.  To  the  bark  of  the  com- 
mon Mahogany  (Swietenia  Mahogani)  fimilar 
medicinal  powers  have  been  attributed.  Murray's 
Apparat.  Med.  Vol.  VI.  and  Medical  Fafts  and 
Obfervations,  Vol.  VI.  Duncan  de  Swietenia 
Soymida,  1794. 


Tanacetum  vulgare.  Syngenefia.  Polyga- 
mia — Superflua.  Compofitse.  Difcoideas.  In- 
digenous. (Herba  et  Flores.)  Tanfy.  What 
has  been  faid  of  wormwood  and  buckbean,  \vill 
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apply  to  this  bitter  vegetable.  It  is  commonly 
given  in  infufion.  Thejaur.  Med.  p.  2.43, 


Vinum  rubrum  Portugallicum.  Red  Port  Wine, 
Properly  managed.  Red  Port  is  an  excellent 
ftrengthening  medicine  in  intermittent,  low  and 
malignant  fevers  ( Huxham , Pringle,  Cullen , 
Monro , Plane,  Trotter , Smyth,  Fordyce.  See  An- 
tifeptics)  in  convalefcencies  from  all  fevers ; in 
cachexia,  leucorrhoea,  diabetes  j in  certain  con- 
vulfive  affedtions  fuch  as  chorea,  tetanus,  hydro- 
phobia ; and  generally  in  thofe  cafes  in  which  the 
Peruvian  bark  is  required.  The  quantity  to  be 
allowed  mufl  be  regulated  by  the  age  and  confti- 
tution  of  the  patient,  and  the  nature  of  the  dif- 
eafe.  In  low  and  malignant  fevers  and  in  tetanus, 
feveral  pints  have  been  given  in  the  courfe  of 
twenty-four  hours ; but  in  ordinary  cafes  of  debi- 
lity, a few  glades  (alone  or  diluted  with  water) 
within  that  fpace  of  time  will  fuffice. — Where 
Red  Port  difagrees.  Sherry  or  Madeira  (lowered 
with  water)  may  be  ufed  in  its  Head. — Some 
prefer  Claret  or  Rhenifh.  (See  Stimulants.) 
Buckner  de  Vino,  ut  medicina,  . 17^6. — In  fmall 
quantities  Brandy  (Spiritus  vini  gallicus)  or  com- 
mon Malt-Spirits  (Spiritus  Frumenti)  diluted  with 

K 2 water 


TONICS. 


ciajs  VIL 

water,  produce  the  fame  tonic  effeds  (fee  Vol.  I. 
p.  105)  as  wine;  and  in  certain  debilities  of  the 
ftomach  and  internal  canal,  and  efpecially  in 
gouty  and  hyfterical  cafes,  they  anfwer  better  than 
wine.  Lima  us  de  Spiritu  Frumenti,  1764,  and 
reprinted  in  Vol.  VII.  of  the  Amcenitates 
Academics. 

Acidum  nitricum . Acidum  mtrojum , Ph.  Lond, 
et  Ed.  Spiritus  Nitri  vulgaris.  Nitric  Acid. 
Glauber’s  Spirit  of  Nitre.  Common  Spirits  of 
Nitre.  Obtained  according  to  the  formula  of 
the  Lond.  Coll,  by  mixing  fixty  ounces  (by 
weight)  of  purified  nitre  with  twenty-nine  ounces 
(by  weight)  of  vitriolic  acid,  and  diddling: 
According  to  the  Edinb.  Formula  by  putting  two 
pounds  of  purified  nitre  coarfely  pulverized,  into 
a glafs  retort,  pouring  upon  it  one  pound  of 
vitriolic  acid,  and  diddling  in  a fand-bath,  gra- 
dually increafing  the  fire,  until  the  iron  pot  is  of  a 
dull  red  heat.  In  this  procefs  the  vitriolic  acid 
feizes  the  alkaline  bafis  of  the  nitre,  and  dif- 
engages  its  acid  which  paffes  over  into  the  re- 
ceiver. The  refiduum  at  the  bottom  of  the 
retort  is  vitriolated  kali.  The  nitric  acid  thus 
obtained  is  not  quite  pure.  Some  vitriolic  acid 
is  forced  over  along  with  it,  by  the  degree  of 
heat  here  fpecified;  it  fhould  therefore  be  rc- 
diddlcd,  with  a gentler  heat,  over  a frefii  quan- 
tity 
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tity  of  nitre.  When  duly  prepared  it  is  colour- 
lefs,  and  on  expofure  to  the  air  exhales  a white 
vapour  j being  thus  diftinguifhed  from  what  is 
properly  called  the  nitrons  acid ; which  is  of  a 
yellowifli-red  colour  and  emits  red  fumes.  Thefe 
ftriking  differences  between  the  acid  in  thefe 
two  ftates,  are  owing  to  the  greater  and  lefs 
proportion  of  oxygen  combined  with  its  azotic 
bafis  j and  which  (viz.  the  oxygen)  is  fo  much 
greater  in  the  nitric  than  in  the  nitrous  acid. 

The  nitric  acid,  in  dofes  of  thirty  or  forty 
drops,  diluted  with  water,  has  an  evident  tonic 
effefr,  and  promifes  to  be  of  ufe  in  various  cafes 
of  debility,  whether  with  or  without  fever ; fuch 
as  typhus  [fee  Antifeptics]  dropfy,  jaundice,  &c. 
But  within  the  laft  four  or  five  years  it  has  been 
brought  forward  as  a remedy  againfb  the  venereal 
difeafe  ; and  in  that  point  of  view  has  given  rife 
to  much  controverfy  among  medical  practitioners. 
In  this  difeafe  it  has  been  given  in  a much  larger 
quantity  than  that  above-ftated,  as  we  fhall  after- 
wards mention.  ' 

Mr.  Scott,  a Surgeon  in  the  Eaft-India  fervice, 
firft  announced  the  antifyphilitic  powers  of  this 
acid  in  the  Bombay  Courier  and  afterwards  fent 
an  account  of  his  fuccefsful  employment  of  it  to 
Dr.  Btsddoes  j at  whofe  recommendation  trials  were 
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foon  made  by  various  phyficians  and  furgeons, 
and' the  refult  thereof  communicated  to  the  public 
by  the  laft- mentioned  Author  in  his  Reports  con- 
cerning the  effedts  of  Nitrous  Acid,  1795,  in  his 
Collection  of  Teftimonies  refpedting  the  Treat- 
ment of  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  1799,  in  his  Con- 
tributions to  Medical  and  Phyfical  Knowledge, 
1799,  and  in  his  Communications  relpedting  the 
external  and  internal  ufe  of  Nitrous  Acid,  i8oo„ 
From  thefe  cafes  as  well  as  from  others  publifhed 
by  Dr.  Rollo,  (in  his  Treatife  on  Diabetes,  1798) 
it  would  appear  that  this  acid  has  greatly  miti- 
gated the  venereal  fymptoms  in  many  cafes,  and 
has  removed  them  in  others ; while  in  fome  it  has 
failed.  It  is  given  to  fyphilitic  patients  in  dofes 
of  two  or  three  drachms  daily,  diluted-  with  as 
many  pints  of  water  and  fweetened  with  fyrup. 
This  treatment  is  continued  for  feveral  weeks  if 
neceffary ; and  the  whole  quantity  of  acid  thus 
taken  has  fometimes  amounted  to  twelve,  four- 
teen or  fixteen  ounces.  During  its  ufe  the  uri- 
nary fecretion  is  increafed  ■,  fometimes  the  gums 
and  falivary  glands  are  affected ; and  generally 
the  appetite  and  fpirits  are  improved.  Pain  of 
the  ftomach  or  difordered  bowels  fhow  that  the 
acid  is  over  dofed. 

It  would  have  been  a happy  event  for  mankind, 
as  many  and  ferious  evils  arife  from  the  abufe  of 
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mercury,  if  this  new  remedy  had  flood  the  tefl  of 
more  extenfive  trials;  but  unfortunately  it  has 
not  fucceeded  in  other  hands ; as  appears  from 
the  facts  ftated  by  Mr.  Blair  (Effays  on  the  Vene- 
real Difeafe,  Part.  I.  and  II.  1799,  .1800)  and  by 
Mr.  Pear/on  Surgeon  to  the  Lock'  Hofpital 
(Obfervations  on  the  Effects  of  various  articles 
of  the  materia  medica  in  the  cure  of  the  Lues 
Venerea,  1800.)  Thefe  gentlemen  affert  that 
in  the  majority  of  cafes  of  confirmed  fyphilis 
the  nitric  acid  affords  but  little  relief ; and  that  in 
thofe  inflances  in  which  it  has  caufed  the  fymp- 
toms  to  disappear  for  a time,  they  have  afterwards 
returned;  thus  producing  only  a temporary  and 
fallacious  cure.  It  cannot,  therefore,  they  con- 
tend, fuperfede  the  ufe  of  mercury  in  the  venereal 
difeafe;  although  in  fome  inflances  it  may  be 
advantageoufly  given  in  conjunction  with  that 
metal ; or  after  a mercurial  courfe,  for  the  re- 
moval of  weaknefs  and  certain  painful  affections 
of  which  fuch  patients  often  complain.  Tem- 
perature has  a furprifing  influence  on  chemical 
agents  of  this  nature ; fo  that  it  is  not  incon- 
ceivable that  in  the  warm  climates  of  the  Eafl 
and  Weft-Indies,  the  nitric  acid  may  fupprefs  or 
remove  venereal  affections  which  refill  it  here. 

1 

This  acid  has  been  employed  externally  in  the 
form  of  a bath  and  wafh,  as  well  as  internally  in 
thefe  and  other  cafes.  What  has  been  above  faid 
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concerning  the  ufe  of  the  Nitric  Acid  in  the 
venereal  difeafe  will  equally  apply  to  the  muriatic 
acid,  the  oxymuriatic  acid,  the  oxymuriate  of 
potafh,  and  other  fimilar  fubftances  abounding  in 
oxygen,  which  have  lately  been  propofed  as  anti- 
iyphilitics. — The  acidum  nitrojum  dilutum , Ph. 
Lond.  et  Ed.  is  prepared  by  mixing  together 
equal  quantities  by  weight  of  the  aforefaid  acidum 


nittofum  and  water.  A drachm  or  two  may  be 
given  for  a dofe. 


(a)  From  the  Mineral  Kingdom. 


Acidum  vitriolicum.  Acidum  Julphuricum. 
(Acidum  vitrioli.  Acidum  fulphuris.  Spiritus 
vitrioli.  Spiritus  fulphuris.  Oleum  vitrioli.) 
Vitriolic  Acid.  Sulphuric  Acid.  Oil  of  Vitriol. 
Obtained  either  by  diftilling  vitriolated  iron 
(green  vitriol)  in  a flrong  heat,  or  by  burning 
fulphur  in  vefiels  conftru£ted  for  the  purpofe. 
This  acid  in  its  concentrated  ftate  is  not  ufed  in 
medicine ; but  when  duly  diluted  with  water  it  is 
employed  in  various  difeafes.  The  Acidum  vitrio- 
licum dilutum , Ph'.  Lond.  confifts  of  vitriolic  acid 
one  part  (by  weight)  and  water  eight  parts  (by 
weight.)  Dofe  from  fifteen  to  forty  drops.  The 
Acidum  vitriolicum  dilutum , Ph.  Ed.  (formerly 
Spiritus  vitriqli  tenuis)  confifts  of  vitriolic  acid 


one 
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one  part,  water  feven  parts.  It  is  thereiore 
ftronger  than  that  of  the  Lond.  College.  Dole 
from  ten  to  thirty  drops.  The  diluted  vitriolic 
acid  is,  in  common  with  other  acids,  an  ufeful 
medicine  in  low  and  malignant  fevers j (fee  Anti- 
feptics)  in  the  colliquative  fweats  which  occur  in 
hedtic  fever,  in  menorrhagia,  in  large  fuppura- 
tions,  and  in  convalefcencies  from  moft  fevers. 
In  thefe  cafes  it  is  added  to  decodtions  of  cinchona 
bitter-infufions,  infufion  of  rofesj  or  the  acid  is 
previoufly  combined  with  fpices,  as  in  the  inftance 
\ of  the  Acidum  vitrioli  aromaticum , Ph.  Ed.  formerly 
Elixir  vitrioli  acidum  (fee  Antifeptics]  j or  with 
alkohol,  as  in  the  Spiritus  JEtheris  vitriolici , Ph. 
Lond.  et  Ed.  (fee  Refrigerants.)  The  dofes  of 
thefe  preparations  are  mentioned  under  the  claffes 
referred  to.  It’s  ufe  in  gargles  has  been  noticed 
under  Antifeptics.  In  certain  cutaneous  difeafes, 
the  diluted  vitriolic  acid  has  been  fuccefsfully 
adminiftered  in  large  dofes  fuch  as  fixty,  eighty, 
or  a hundred  drops  for  a dofe,  mixed  with  con- 
fiderable  quantities  of  mucilaginous  liquors,  or 
with  fjrrup  and  water.  ( Smyth  in  Vol.  I.  of  MedL 
cal  Communications.)  The  Spiritus  JEtheris  vi- 
triolici aromaticusy  Ph.  Ed.  (vulgo  Elixir  vitrioli 
dulce)  is  made  by  macerating  cinnamon,  carda- 
mom, angelica  and  long  pepper  (in  the  fame 
proportions  and  in  the  fame  manner  as  in  the 
tindtura  aromatica)  with  the  fpiritus  aetheris 

yitriolici 


TONICS. 


13s 


Clqfs  VII. 


vitriolic!  above-mentioned.  Dofe  from  twenty  to 
fixty  drops.  It  is  an  elegant  and  ufeful  ftomachic. 
Of  the  Spiritus  JEtheris  vitriolici  compofttus , Ph. 
Lond.  notice  will  be  taken  under  Antifpafmodics. 


Acidum  muriaticum . - Spiritus  Salis. ' Muriatic 
Acid.  Spirit  of  Salt.  Applicable  to  the  fame 
cafes  as  the  vitriolic  acid.  Dofe  ten  or  twenty 
drops  diluted  with  water.  Ufed  alfo  in  gargles. 
See  Refrigerants  and  Antifeptics. 


Argentum  vitratum.  Nitrated  Silver.  See 
Antifpafmodics, 

Argilla  vitriolata.  Alumen.  (See  p.  87,  88, 
of  this  Volume.)  Vitriolated  Argill.  Alum. 
This  vitriolic  fait  has  been  frequently  employed 
with  good  effect  in  intermittent  fevers,  joined 
with  chamomile,  gentian,  myrrh,  or  Peruvian 
bark.  ( Thejaur . Med.  p.  2 34,  235.)  Some 
pradtitioners  have  combined  it  with  nutmeg  in 
thefe  cafes  {Ibid.  p.  191)  but  for  this  purpofe 
canella  alba  or  ginger  is  a preferable  aromatic. 
Five  or  ten  grains  of  the  alum  may  be  given  for 
a dofe.  After  all,  vitriolated  zinc  will  generally 
anfwer  better  for  .the  cure  of  agues  than  this  ialt. 
In  the  colica  pidtonum,  alum  has  been  adminiftered 
in  larger  dofes,  viz.  fifteen  or  twenty  grains 
( Percival's  Elfays,  Vol.  II.  and  VhiaTin  Animad- 
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verfiones  pradicse,  p.  187)  combined  with  muci- 
lages and  opium.  Mayerne  gave  it  as  a ftrengtffi* 
ening  medicine  in  dropfies.  For  other  obferva- 
tions  on  the  ufes  of  this  article,  fee  Aftringents  j 
where  are  enumerated-  the  various  officinal  pre- 
parations of  which  it  is  an  ingredient* 


Arsenicum  album . White  Arfenic.  This 

mineral  fubftance  is  generally  confidered  as  a 
calx  or  oxyd  of  arfenic  j but  recent  inveftigations 
have  fhown  ( Fourcroy  Connaiffiances  Chimiques, 
Tom.  V.)  that  it  is  an  acid ; and  as  fuch  is  defig- 
nated  by  the  name  of  arfenious  add , to  diftinguiffi 
it  from  the  arfenic  acid ; the  proportion  of  oxygen 
being  much  greater  in  the  latter  than  in  the 
former.  Thus  in  regard  to  oxygenation,  there  is 
the  fame  difference  between  the  arfenious  and 
arfenic  acid,  as  there  is  between  the  fulphureous 
and  the  fulphuric  acid. 

Like  many  other  poifons,  this  has  been  exhi- 
bited in  minute  dofes  for  the  cure  of  various  dif- 
' orders ; but  particularly  for  the  cure  of  intermit- 
tent and  remittent  fevers  ( Friccius  de  virtute 
venenorum  medica,  1717.  Molitor  de  Febre 
continua  maligna  et  intermittente,  1736.  Jacobi 
in  the  Ada  Acad.  Mogunt.  Vol.  I.  1731,  and 
Fowler's  Medical  Reports  on  the  Effeds  of 
Ariemc,  3786)  hooping-cough  ( Ferriar’s  Medi- 
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cal  Hiftories,  Vol.  III.  and  Duncan's  Annals, 
Yol.  II.)  and  hydrophobia  ( Simmons'  Medical 
Journal,  Vol.  X.);  not  to  mention  its  internal 
and  external  ufe  in  cancers  ( le  Febure  remede 
pour  guerir  le  cancer,  1775.  Rub's  Medical 
Inquiries,  Vol.  I.  and  JuJtamond  on  Cancerous 
diforders,  1780)  and  in  elephantiafis,  and  fome 
other  cutaneous  affedlions.  In  thefe  cafes  it  has 
been  given  either  in  its  folid  or  concrete  Hate 
made  into  pills  (a  very  dangerous  practice  1);  or 
in  a ftate  of  folution,  combined  with  the  vege- 
table alkali,  the  only  way  in  which  it  fhould  ever 
be  adminiftered  internally.  This  folution  is  pre- 
pared, according  to  Jacobi , by  boiling  ten  grains 
of  white  arfenic,  and  two  drachms  of  fait  of  tartar, 
in  four  ounces  of  water,  until  half  the  water  is 
evaporated.  When  cold  as  much  water  as  has  , 
been  loft  in  the  boiling  is  to  be  added,  and  a 
fmall  quantity  of  fpirit  of  wine.  Dofe  to  adults 
from  fifteen  to  twenty  drops  three  times  a day; 
to  children  and  young  perfons  from  five  to  ten 
drops,  repeated  in  the  fame  manner.  Fowler's 
, folution  is  made  by  boiling  thirty-two  grains  of 
white  arfenic  reduced  to  a fine  powder,  and  an 
equal  quantity  of  prepared  kali  in  four  ounces 

of  water ; afterwards  adding  to  the  folution 
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when  cold,  four  ounces  more  of  water  and  two 
drachms  of  fpirit  of  lavender.  This  is  called 
the  Mineral  Solution , and  is  given  to  children  in 

dofes 
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dofes  of  two  to  fix  drops  ; to  adults  in  dofes  of 
ten,  twelve,  or  fifteen  drops  three  times  a day. 
Would  it  not  be  an  improvement  if  the  folution 
were  prepared  with  a double  piopoition  of  alkali 
and  water,  increafing  the  number  of  drops  given 
at  a dofe,  accordingly  ? — It  is  fcarcely  neceilary 
to  remark  that  this  as  well  as  Jacobis  preparation, 
is  a folution  of  arfeniated  potafh  or  arfeniated 
kali ; the  vegetable  alkali  uniting  during  the 
boiling  with  the  arfenious  acid  and  forming  with 
it  a neutral  fait,  when  the  quantity  of  alkali  em- 
ployed is  fufficient  for  that  purpofe. 

- . . r 

Various  Britifh  practitioners,  befides  thofe 
above  referred  to,  have  not  fcrupled  to  preferibe 
this  folution  in  intermittent  fevers,  and  the  other 
cafes  before-mentioned ; aflerting  that  under  a 
cautious  and  limited  exhibition,  it  has  removed 
thofe  diforders  without  producing  any  bad  effeCts 
upon  the  conftitution.  Others  on  the  contrary 
(Monro,  Baker , de  Haen , Stoerck , Shi ar in')  have 
condemned  its  life  from  a confideration  of  its 
poifonous  nature,  and  the  mifehief  and  danger 
they  have  known  it  to  occafion  : Nor  can  it  be 
denied  that  the  mod  fatal  confequences  may  arife 
from  its  unguarded  and  long-continued  ufe.  Per- 
haps it  fhould  only  be  reforted  to  in  fuch  obfti- 
nate  cafes  as  refill  the  cinchona  and  other  lefs 
formidable  remedies  j and  in  no  inftance  fhould 
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its  exhibition  be  perfifted  in  beyond  three  or  four 
days  in  fucceflion.  It  fliould  then  be  fufpended 
for  a week  or  lefs,  and  repeated  again,  if  necef- 
fary,  for  three  days  more ; after  which  it  fhould 
be  entirely  laid  afide  : Otherwife  a condition  worfe 
than  the  difeafe  which  it  is  intended  to  cure,  may 
be  induced.  Lofs  of  appetite,  ficknefs,  tremors, 
cough,  twitching  pains  in  the  ftomach  and  bowels, 
or  a loofenefs,  are  figns  of  an  over  dofe.  Wedel 
de  Arfenico,  1719.  Gmelin's  Apparatus  Medica^ 
minum,  Vol.  I. 


Cuprum  ammcniacuni.  Ammoniated  Copper. 
See  Antifpafmodics. 

Cuprum  vitriolatum . (See  Aftringents.)  Vitrio- 
lated Copper.  This  metallic  fait  has  been  em- 
ployed for  the  cure  of  agues  by  fome  practitioners 
in  dofes  of  a quarter  of  a grain  repeated  three  or 
four  times  a day.  For  this  purpofe  it  may  be 
'made  into  pills  with  the  extract  of  cinchona,  in 
the  manner  directed  by  Dr.  Donald  Monro  (Med. 
and  Pharmaceutical  Chemiftry,  Vol.  I.)  The 
vitriolated  copper  has  alfo  been  given  in  epilepfy 
and  other  convullive  affedtions ; but  vitriolated 
zinc  in  larger  dofes  will  be  found  to  cure  thefe 
diforders  and  intermittents,  as  fpeedily  as  the 
cupreous  fait  •,  and  being  of  a lefs  injurious  nature 
lhould  at  all  times  be  preferred. 
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Ferrum.  Mars.  (See  Vol.  I.  p.  298.)  Iron. 
It  is  the  remark  of  a celebrated  chemift  and 
phyfician,  that  iron  is  perhaps  the  only  metal 
among  thofe  which  pofiefs  a medicinal  agency, 
that  does  not  belong  to  the  clafs  of  poifons. 
There  is  this  further  peculiarity  with  regard  to 
iron,  viz.  that  it  is  a conftituent  part  of  the 
blood,  and  is,  in  fafr,  the  colouring  principle  of 
that  vital  fluid.  It  is  alfo  prefent  in  the  mufcular 
fibres,  fome  atoms  of  it  being  always  detected  in 
the  deftruttive  analyfis  of  thofe  parts.  Hence  it 
is  evident  that  this  metal  performs  important 
offices  in  the  animal  body ; and  that  material  alte- 
rations mult  be  produced  as  it  is  prefent  in  greater 
or  lefs  quantity.  And  certainly  it  holds  a prin- 
cipal place  among  thofe  fubftances  which  increafe 
the  energy  of  the  digeftive  organs,  of  the  arterial 
and  abforbent  fyftems,  and  of  the  fibres  deftined 
for  the  movement  of  the  limbs  and  other  parts 
of  the  body.  Thus  it  is  very  fuccefsfully 
prefcribed  in  all  cachectic  and  leucophlegmatic 
conftitutions  j in  chlorofis  and  hyfteria;  in  gouty 
affe&ions  and  dyfpepfia,  whether  proceeding  from, 
hard  drinking  or  other  caufes;  in  venous  haemor- 
rhage, fluor  albus,  gleet  and  diabetes ; in  fcro- 
phulous,  ricketty  and  phthifical  cafes ; in  mefen- 
teric  obftruftions,  jaundice  and  dropfyj  in  inter- 
mitting fevers,  and  in  convalefcencies  from  moft 
fevers.  Its  ufe  in  deficient  and  fupprefied  men- 

ftruation 
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ftruation  has  been  already  noticed  in  Vol.  I.  under 
Emmenagogues.  Concerning  its  adtion  as  a ver- 
mifuge, fee  Anthelminthics.  Where  there  is 
much  fulnefs  of  the  veffels,  or  a tendency  to  in- 
flammatory adtion,  or  a bilious  and  loaded  condi- 
tion of  the  domach  and  intedinal  canal,  this  metal 
and  its  preparations  are  highly  improper  3 nor  is 
it  fuited  to  every  form  and  dage  of  the  difeafes 
above  enumerated.  It  is  a proof  that  chalybeate 
medicines  difagree,  if  the  perfon  who  is  taking 
them  complains  of  heat,  third,  drowfmefs,  head- 
ach,  coftivenefs,  tightnefs  of  the  breath,  &c. 

The  medicinal  efficacy  of  this  metal  is  often 
fruftrated  by  ever  dofing  it.  In  general  it  anfwers 
bed  when  it  is  gradually  introduced  into  the  fydem, 
by  adminidering  it  for  a confiderable  length  of 
time  in  fmall  quantities,  and  in  a date  of  minute 
divifion  by  watery  folution.  Hence  the  beneficial 
operation  of  certain  chalybeate  fprings  hereafter-  - 
mentioned.  It  is  fcarcely  neceflary  to  add,  that, 
in  order  to  produce  the  full  effedl  of  iron  upon 
the  difeafed  conditution,  its  adtion  fhould  be  af- 
fided  by  exercife.  With  thefe  attentions  great 
and  permanent  advantages  may  be  derived  from 

< 1 

it  in  the  diforders  above-mentioned. 

Iron  is  varioudy  combined  according  to  the  dif- 
ferent nature  of  the  diforder  in  which  it  is  pre- 
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fcribed,  with  bitters,  aftringents,  ajoetics,  diuretics, 
opiates.  The  reguline  and  calciform  preparations 
(fee  Vol.  I.  p.  299)  fuch  as  the  limatura  and  rubigo 
are  the  leaf:  adtive  forms  in  which  iron  can  be 
given,  and  confequently  the  lead  adapted  to  the 
generality  of  cafes  in  which  a chalybeate  is  re- 
quired. They  are  chiefly  fuited  to  thofe  dif- 
eafes  of  debility  which  are  accompanied  with 
acidity  in  the  flromach  and  bowels.  Their  dofes 
have  been  mentioned  in  the  place  referred  to. 
The  Ferrum  ammoniac  ale,  Ph.  Lond.  and  Ferrum 
ammoniatum , Ph.  Ed.  (the  proper  title  would  be 
Ferrum  muriatico-ammoniatum,  it  being  a triple 
fait)  and  Tinftura  Ferri  ammoniacalis , Ph.  Lond. 
(fee  Vol.  I.  p.  300)  have  been  employed  in 
epileptic,  hy  fieri  cal,  chlorotic  and  fcrophulous 
cafes  j alfo  in  rickets  and  mefenteric  obflruc- 
tions;  but  whether  they  are  preferable  in  any 
of  thefe  inftances  to  vitriolated  or  muriated  iron 
may  be  doubted.  Their  dofes  have  been  men- 
tioned at  the  place  referred  to.  The  TincJura 
Ferri  muriati,  Ph.  Lond.  et  E<,L  (fee  Vol.  I. 
p.  301)  is  an  adtive  and  ufeful  preparation ; and  is 
fuited  to  almoft  every  cafe  in  which  a chalybeate 
is  required ; but  more  efpecially  to  cachedtic  and 
fcrophulous- afledlions  ,•  to  haemorrhages  and  fluor 
albus;  to  jaundice  and  dropfy.  It  has  likewife 
been  adminiftered.  with  great  fuccefs  in  fpafmodic 
Y°l.  II.  L dyfury. 
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dyfury.  ( Cline  in  Medical  Records  and  Re- 

fearches.)  The  preparation  and  doles  have  been 
mentioned  at  the  place  above  referred  to.  At 

p.  300  of  the  fir  ft  Vol.  we  have  noticed  the 
Ferrum  tartarifatum,  Ph.  Lond. ; but  we  would 
here  remark  that  the  TinElura  Ferri  tartarijati 
( Marabelli  Apparatus  Med.  p.  299)  or  rather  ■ 
Solutio  Ferri  tartarijati  is  a more  elegant  and  con- 
venient preparation.  It  is  made  by  mixing  in  a 
glafs  veffel  three  ounces  of  iron  filings,  and  half 
a pound  of  cry  Hals  of  tartar  with  a fufficient 
quantity  of  water  j then  fubjedting  the  mixture 
to  a digeftion-heat  for  eight  days,  frequently 
ftirring  it  during  that  time ; afterwards  boiling  it 
for  a few  hours  ; laftly,  filtrating  and  evaporating 
the  faline  liquor  to  the  confiftence  of  a thin  fyrup. 
To  prevent  mouldinefs,  an  ounce  and  a half  of 
rectified  fpirit  of  wine  fhould  be  added  to  the 
folution  when  cold.  It  fhould  be  kept  in  a glafs 
bottle  well  flopped.  Dofe  from  twenty  to  thirty 
or  forty  drops,  in  water  or  any  other  vehicle 
(excepting  allringent  infufions  and  decoilions) 
fweetened  with  fyrup  of  orange-peel  or  ginger. 
In  general,  aromatic  additions  render  it  more 
efficacious..  This  is  the  leafl  unpalatable  of  all 
the  preparations  of  iron. 


Ferrum  vitriclatum.  (See  Vol.  I.  p.  301.) 

Vitrio- 
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Vitriolated  Iron.  Of  late  years  this  chalybeate 
fait  has  been  much  ufed  in  phthifical  cafes,  com- 
bined with  myrrh  and  very  unchemically  (fee 
Thejaur.  Med.  p.  240)  with  vitriolated  kali  alfo. 
In  fuch  cafes  (viz.  thofe  of  phthifis  pulmonum) 
it  often  proves  too  ftimulant  and  heating,  in 
whatever  manner  it  may  be  combined,  in  confe- 
quence  of  being  adminiftered  at  an  improper  time 
—while  fome  degree  of  inflammatory  adtion  fub- 
flfts : And  though  it , proves  ferviceable  where 
no  fuch  forbidding  circumflance  is  prefent;  yet  is 
it  generally  lefs  availing  in  pulmonary  confump- 
tion  than  vitriolated  zinc.  In  all  other  refpe&s  it 
is  applicable  to  the  fame  cafes  as  the  other  prepa- 
rations of  iron.  Dofe  from  one  to  fix  grains. 
Nebel  de  Medicamentis  Chalybeatis,  1711,  and 
reprinted  in  Haller's  Difputationes,  Vol.  Vlk 
Alberti  de  Ferro,  1738.  Buchner  de  viribus  et 
ufu  Ferri  in  medicina,  1749. 
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The  mineral  paters  of  Hampftead,  Iflington, 
Tunbridge,  &c.  of  this  country  ; thofe  of  Forges, 
Buflang,  Aumale,  Pafiy,  &c.  in  France;  thofe 
of  Pyrmont,  Spa,  &c.  in  Germany  owe  their 
medicinal  virtues  to  the  iron  diflblved  in  them, 
either  by  the  carbonic  acid  (fixed  air)  or  vitriolic 
acid.  It  is  alfo  probable  that  their  chalybeate 
impregnation  has  a conflderable  (hare  in  the  bene- 
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ficial  effedts  produced  by  the  hot  waters  of  Bath 
and  the  purgative  waters  of  Cheltenham.  Monro's 
Pharmaceutical  Chemiiry,  Vol.  Il.'and  Saunders 
on  Mineral  Waters,  1800. 


Zin cum  calcinatum.  (Flores  Zinci.)  Calcined 
Zinc.  Flowers  of  Zinc.  See  Antifpafmodics. 


Zin  cum  vitriolatum,  Vitriolum  album.  (See 
p.  93  of  this  Volume.)  Vitriolated  Zinc.  White 
Vitriol.  This  is  a valuable  tonic  medicine,  fuited 
to  the  fame  cafes  as  the  faline  preparations  of 
iron,  but  in  many  diforders  preferable  to  them, 
being  lefs  ftimulant  and  heating.  In  particular,  it 
is  more  efficacious  in  certain  periodic  affedtions 
fuch  as  intermittent  fevers  ( Blands  Difeafes  of 
Seamen)  in  certain  convulhve  diforders  fuch  as 
hooping-cough,  chorea,  and  epilepfy ; in  debi- 
lities of  the  ftomach  and  inteftinal  canal ; in  fluor 
albus,  fpitting  of  blood  and  uterine  haemorrhage 
(fee  Aftringents)  and  in  phthifis  pulmonalis. 
Dofe  from  one  to  three  or  four  grains.  In  larger 
dofes  it  adts  as  an  emetic.  It  may  be  given  either 
in  pills,  or  diffolved  in  pure  water,  or  in  fome  of 
the  diftilled  aromatic  waters.  It  is  joined  with 
bitters,  aftringents  and  opiates,  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  complaint  in  which  it  is  preferibed. 
Myrrh,  cicuta,  and  digitalis,  are  ufeful  adjuncts 

to 


TONICS. 


Oafs  VII. 


149 


co  it  in  pulmonary  cafes ; alum  (Mafeley  on  tropi- 
cal Difeafes)  and  mucilages  in  diarrhoeas  and  the 
advanced  ftages  of  dyfentery.  Crell  de  Zinco 
medico  recentius  obfervata,  1780. 


Gas  oxygenum.  (See  Vol.  I.  p.  162.)  Oxyge- 
nium.  Oxygen  gas.  Oxygen.  Although  the 
inhalation  of  this  gas,  duly  diluted  with  com- 
mon air,  has  difappointed  the  expectations  that 
were  raifed  concerning  it  in  certain  forms  of  de- 
bility, fuch  as  chlorofis,  epilepfy,  &c.  yet  in 
other  Hates  of  bodily  weaknefs,  fuch  as  afthmatic 
and  hydropic  affections,  it  has  been  adminiftered 
with  at  leaft  temporary  relief.  Yet  it  muft  be 
confeffed  that  even  in  thefe  cafes,  other  powerful 
medicines  have  generally  been  given  in  conjunc- 
tion with  it;  fo  as  to  leave  it  doubtful  what  quota 
of  the  obtained  benefit  was  due  to  this  gas. — Confi- 
dering  its  chemical  properties,  it  is  reafonable  to 
fuppofe  it  might  be  evolved  from  a mixture  of 
pulverized  manganefe  and  vitriolic  acid,  by  the 
bed-fide  of  perfons  labouring  under  typhus,  ma- 
lignant fmail-pox,  and  gangrenous  fore  throat, 
with  confiderable  advantage  See  the  publica- 
tions referred  to  in  the  firft  Volume,  as  above; 
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to  which  add  Alyon  fur  les  proprietes  medicinales 
de  l’oxygene,  1798,  and  Hill’s  Obfervations  on 
the  Ufes  of  Oxygen,  1800. 
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